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Students

Rightly

Miffed At Firings

Students at Schoolcraft College
are a bit miffed, and rightfully
50, ovér an action of the admini- *
stration’ in dismissing six proba-
tionary teachers last week.

Their. most bitter complaints
are that the teachers were fired
without” specified reasons, with-
out an evaluation of their al‘:'ll-

would not be offered to six pro-
bationary teachers and that no-
tices of the action were already
in the mail.
. . .

HOWEVER, representatives of
the student body, who actually
are from-every powerful campus
nrganizal&on but not officially

ities and.without a r
tion from the head of the depart-
ment.. - .

We ‘sympathize with the stu-
dents in their feelings about:the
matter, . but somehow feel this is
something that should be decided
by the Faculty Forum, the offi-
cial bargaining group for. the
faculty. S

. e s :

IT WAS THE FACULTY For-
um that negotiated with the ad-
ministration team for the better
part of eight months before final-
1y accepting a contract just a few
days before the opening of the
college for the fall term in late
August, i A

Money was a big item in the
negotiations, but we can't believe
that any negotiation team would
agree to a contract that isn't all-
inclusive—one that has the an-
swers for most any problem that
could possibly come up.

We have been informed that
new teachers are placed on a pro-
bation period when hired by the
Schooleraft administration. This
could extend for as long as two
years, with a provision for a third
year if deemed necessar; by the
administration; it could be as
short as one year, depending on
the evaluation of the teacher|s
ability, and could be terminated
before the end of the first year
with 90 days written notice or be-
tore the end of the second yedr
with a 90-day notice.

1f the teacher
passes the probationary per;

iod, then he or she receives a

tenure contract. !

The announcement of the dis-
missals was made to the Board
of Trustees by College President
Dr. Eric Bradner last week. He
informed the trustees that he was
sorry to announce that conirac;s

full

Accentuate

“Accentuate the Positive” is
the refrain of the song.
It's also a pretty good sum-
ming up of the President’s State
of the Union message last week.
The first part of the speech was
devoted to foreign affairs and
LBJ restated the administration
policy on Vietnam.

His first words were: “Since
1 reported to you last January,
three elections have been held
in Vietnam.” No word about
the increasing intensity of the
war or even recognizing - the
existence of the growing pro-
test movement in this country.
LBJ cited the tariff reduction
brought about by the Kennedy
Round of talks.
The President noted that 1987
was the first time the ‘‘hot liné"
between Moscow and Washington
had been used. He announced
that he would send to the Senate
a treaty providing for the protec-
tion of astronauts between the
USA and the Soviet Union.

. . .

IT WAS ONLY after these glow-
ing reports that the President
turned to his domestic programs.

The political pundits are fond
of recalling LBJ's “New Deal’”
philosophy. The President afford-
ed the columnists ample oppor-
tunity in his approach to the do-
mestic issues. . i

of job

He called for the creation
opportunity, for additional train-
ing and education, health aid for

as repr N
feel that actions of this kind will
lower the morale of the faculty,
cause applicants to duck away
from Schoolcraft positions and
thus weaken the quality of educa-
tion,
They leel the six instructors
* did not receive proper evalua-
! tions, that their classrooms
. were not visited by adminl-
strators, and that perhaps
, there is a tinge of vindictive-
ness in the firings. They refus-
;. ed to elaborate on the latter
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OBSERVATION POINT

By Philip H. Power

The President delivered his
State of the Union address to a
joint session of Congress exactly
one week ago tonight.

It's an impressive show, there
in the great chamber of the
House of Representatives. The
flags draped behind the Presi-
dent. The Vice President and
Speaker of the House sitting
grimly behind on the dais, as
though they were watching over
his executive works, as befits
their stature as presiding officers
of the legislative assemblies of
the people. .

The only State of the Union ad-
dress I ever saw live was in 1965,
while I was working for Con-
gressman Todd in Washington.
Sornehow, I got hold of one of the

. tickets for the House galleries

that are distributed to the vari-

ous congressional offices, and I
trotted over to the capitol just
before 8 p.m. to see the show.

i . . *

IT WAS PRETTY dark by then,
and 1 paused near-the east en-
trance to look down over Wash-
ington, covered then by brilliant
lights. At the ve?' top of the im-
mense Capitol dome, a single
lamp burned; signifying that a
night session of Congress was
planned.

Then there was a dark swish,
and a long limousine swept by
me with men festooned all over
the car and lots of policemen
ahead and behind. It was the
President and his security escort.
He had come 3uielly and early,
perhaps to go down to the office
of the Speaker, see his old con-
gressional friends, maybe to

hoist a bourbon and branch wates:
before his speech.

1 walked down the oddly tiled
floors of the Capitol, past the
knots of security men, upstairs to
the Members' Gallery, and in to
my seat. I couldn’t see too well
and was steeling myself for a
boring evening when the bright
lights came on and people start-
ed coming onto the floor of the
House.

First the Congressmen, and
then the Senators. Then the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and the Justices
of the Supreme Court, grave in
their black robes. Then the cab-
inet. .

Then’ the President, with much
handshaking as he came down
the center aisle.

He walked to the rostrum, the
TV cameras went on, and for a

' but alleged that there may
‘ have been i idati and
other acts that could scare a
good teacher into becoming a
very average instructor.

| The students would like to have
la voice in the hiring and the
ivaluations of the faculty. They
feel that students, attending
‘classes daily under the direction
of the teachers, may have a bet-
‘ter idea of their qualifications
‘than administrators making a
‘casual check now and then.

For this reason, they have ask-
ed the board for a special meet-
ing at which they could discuss
their complaints. Specifically,
‘they would like to have the ad-
‘ministrations spell out the rea-
sons for the firing in an open
meeting.

. Perhaps this is their idea of a
‘solution, but it is our feeling that
‘each of the six individuals in-
volved should be contacted and
‘asked if they care for this kind of
exposure.

¢ Perhaps the students have a -
point. Perhaps they should be
permitted to sit in on evaluations
of teachers. The best place to re-
solve this is in an open mceting
where all have a chance to ex-
press their views.

. ~R. T. Thompson

It Was Tough To

: P . t .

both young and old, and the con-
_struction of low and middle in-
come housing.

Then LBJ turned to the popular
issues of the time. He called for
an increase on a war on crime
and for additional legislation to
protect the consumer.

(One of the national newsmag-

- azines reports this week that the
private survey conducted by the
Democrats reported that con-
sumer problems were high on
list of the voter’s concerns.)

LBJ wound up the address with
a repeated pitch for his tax in-
crease and a restatement of
goals. .

The only problem with the
speech is the fact that it isn't al-
ways possible to ‘“‘accentuate the
positive.” The hwriters dis-

LLPOSS/BLE

VOTES?...

Teen Center.
Could Be
Pandora Box

One wonders if the Plymouth
City Commission hasn't opened a
Pandora’s Box by its recent ac-
tion granting the Plymouth Jay-
cees a temporary occupancy per-
mit of one year for operation of a
Teen Center on a non-conforming
basis. :

We have no quarrel with the
Jaycees about their plans for the
Center since there appears to be
a need for such a program.

However, the building and site
selected does not conform with
the zoning ordinance. In the first
place, there is a decided lack of
parking, a matter which various

covered that asrlhey got further
into the message on the State of
the Union.

—Sue Shaughnessy

Sense ‘N’ .

Nonsense

An Army sergeant killed in
South Vietnam was buried with
full military honors Saturday

morning in a church in Garden -

City, an all-white suburb. In the
company of 14 soldiers provided
as honor guard and palfbearers,
three were Negro, including the
captain of the unit. It could only

/
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s have waved in
the faces of property owners in
the downtown business section.
In the second place, the building
was not rezoned and no request
was made for rezoning.

And that brings up the gues-
tion: Just what action will the
Commission take when builders,

developers and real estate agents

appear before that august body
and make similar requests?

More to the point, will the Com-

mission find itself faced with a,

request for a renewal of the tem-
porary permit at the end of the
year?

—R. T. Thompson

happen in America.
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« + « By Don Hoenshell

Gov. Remney blew a secret
report on race violence in his
state of the stale message and
even as little as he said is enough
1o send suburbanites up the wall.

Briefly, they're predicting ex-
quisite mayhem in Detroit next
summer.

‘The report said the trouble will *

spread this time toward the
fringes, out where people have
run to get away from the city and
its_troubles.
First, the light stuif. -
« e e

STATE SENATOR George
Kuhn, the conservative former
mayor of Berkley, learned of the
report and sugggested an execu-
tive session of the Senate to hear
it from Col. Fredrick E, Davids
of the State Police.

There hasn't been an executive
session of the Senate in years.
They used to vote on executive
appointments that way but re-
porters found out how they went
by a simple expedient.

They would lie on their face
in the dust in a balcony over
the licutenant governor's ros-
trum and record the debate and
the votes. Abandonment of ex-
ecutive sessions only wiped out
a delicious item on the expense
account: Dry cleaning in the
line of duty, $107.48.

Now Lansing reporiers buy
suits off the rack but it's more
comfortable.

Romney heard about the same
report and called Davids in the
day before he made his state of
the state address. When the meet-
ing broke up, the governor swore
everybody to secrecy — except
himself.

Next day, he picked up an in-
sert for his speech and blew the
report. All reporters had to do
was write notes they could read.

Kuhn's idea for an executive
session was not great but it was
better than any Romney had

heard so we got a preview of
next summer.
. . .

ROMNEY USED the report to
build pressure behind his open
housing bill, which-in detail is
neither as good as liberals want
nor as bad as the Ku Kluxers
fear.

He needs the bill in New Hamp-
shire to show primary voters that
he can get almost anything done,
Who anywhere would vote against
a guy who can turn a miracle?
And he doesn’t have to wear
sandals.

the second primary where the
folks are more inclined to go for
deeds rather than promises and
a handshake on a street corner.

For Romney all the chips are
on the table. The polls show
Nixon with 42 per cent e‘[ ‘l‘he

P vole,

with 22 per cent and Romney
with 12 per cent.

Rockefeller people are already
talking -in public that Romney
should toss his support to their
tiger. Rommey insists he isn't
dead yet. The sutopsy surgeons
are on call.

The real test — if it is that at
all — will be sla%ed in the Michi-
gan legislature. From sheer’ self-
interest, if GOP legislators are
grateful to Romney for putting
them in office, as some of them
should be,; they'l go down the
line for him on the bill.

1f they feel they did it all them-
selves — and many in suburbia
have only George to thank—they
won't and they'll take their
chances against the Democrals
next election,

. . e e

MAKE UP your own mind
about Romney’s motives in blow-
-ing the Davids report, which
warns of wholesale arming of
militants and battle plans for
next summer.

First, it shows that Romney is
desperate. B

Second, and perhaps more im-
portantly, it is a warning for the
_suburbs to be ready for a hot
summer.

We hope the suburbs can be
made ready for it, both in terms
of self-protection and in the area
of human relations, which, as we
lawyers say, might make the
whole issue moot.

moment the hair on the back of !
my neck stood up straight. ER
For here was the entire nation,-*
government and people, coming’
together in one room on one eve-
ning, to consider the posture of
the state of the union and to hear
the agenda for the coming year.
It was very moving.
L

THIS YEAR'S SPEECH didn't "~
strike me so much, probably be-*
cause I wasn't there to sec all the
pageantry that gives the State of
the Union Address such emo-
tional power.

It was, oustandingly, a political’ =
speech. After all, it's an clection
year, and the mood of the coun-
try is dublous. The President
sensed it, and you could feel him
looking over the public opinion
polls as he read off his speech.

“Yes, something for every-
one,” you could hear the Presi-
dential aides saying .as they. ..
worked through the endless.
drafts. "Let's not upset the Con-

- gress. It's rambunctious enough

already,”” you could hear the
political liaison men counselling.,

1t was a hold-the-line State of" .
the Union Address.

. * .

| THE B1G G EST THING, of
course, was the section on crime.
The President knows full well
that a recent survey showed that
one third of Americans feels un-
safe when they walk out in their
neighborhoods at night. That's
darn near a majority of the votes.

So the President tried to make
the crime issue his own. He push-
ed the Safe Streets Bill (rejected
last year, and a pretty good bill).
He documented his concern by
going into unusual detail about
the 100 extra FBI agents and 100
added Assistant United States At-
torneys to help enforce the laws.
(In a State of the Union speech,
such detail is tantamount to talk-
ing $pecifically about adding 100
extra janitors to the staff at the
Capitol.) :

He talked about drug control: -
and LSD. He sounded tough.

And he got the biggest hand of
the evening.

‘ It Jooks as though Congress
will outdo itself this year in
cracking down on crime. It may " -
not do much about stopping the »

causes of crime, but by George,
they're going to deal with the -
viclators,

.

THE PRESIDENT said sensi-
ble things about dealing with the .
causes of crime.

He wants $2.1 billion for an ex-
! Ennded program for training and

iring over-one-half million hard-
core jobless. He wants $1 billion
for the Model Cities program,
and six million units of low cost
housing in the next 10 years.

These things will help stop
| crime. The Congress knows this.
But they won't work right away,
and Congressmen need to get the
votes this year. f

Long run thinking is usunlly a
luxury in an election year. :I
doubt that the President will get
what he wants, :

.

.

ON VIET NAM, the President
didn’t say much. He couldn't,
with possible peace negotiations. -
being explored even as he was
talking. He wants to get the war
over, but without chickening out.

He said the country was in’a
crisis of confidence, anxious and
divided. He was right.

He talked about the numbers of
kids going to, college, and about
the fact that hundreds of thou-
sands of mothers and fathers
who never completed grammar.
school would see their children
graduate from college.

had the sense that he w
speaking 1o the older generation,
a generation which he senses and
with which he can identify. He
didn't seem to say much to peo-
ple under 35.

Perhaps that's why his speech
sounded so uncertain. He identi-
fied the problems, but the solu-
tions proposed seemed already

middle aged.
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