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Obituaries Of Residents In Observerland Commumtzes
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Eyes Control Machines

A revolutionary electronic-
age device may someday en-
able paralyzed perscns to pro-
Dol helr wheelchalrs with the
simple movement of their eyes,

Richard L, Lesher, asaistant
administrator of the Natlonal
Aercnautics and Space Admin-
istration, described the highly
speclalized device to a House
Small Business subcommittee,

He explained NASA commis-
sloned research on aswitchop-
erated by eye movements be-
cause It felt artiftcial gravity
produced by the take off and
re-entry of space ships might
prevent an astrunaut from us-

case, Lesher sald, so NASA
didn*t pursue the idea, But the
agency invited the medical pro-
fession and industry to explore
the device’s possibilities,

A prototype of a motorized,
eya-controlled wheelchalr has
been produced by Hayes Inter-
national Corp. of Huntsville,
Ala,, which worked onthe NASA
research project, Lesher re-
ported. The chair can be made
to stop, back up and turn by
use of the eye-controlled switch
and relays.
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