Page 10A% (FR-6A)(GCW- 6Q)

Observer Newspapers

Wednesday, January 31, 1968

Milliken On Suburban Issues

Acting Governor Fields Tough

By TIM RICHARD

One of Bill Milliken's friends
once said he was just a good-
looking, easy-going guy who
couldn’t really fight.

Milliken, though 45, still has
the boyish good looks of a movie
star, but there are a few new
wrinkles around the eyes since
he has more frequently been act-
ing governor of Michigan.

Yale-educated, president of the
family's department store based
in Traverse City, an Army Air
Force combat veteran of World
War II (purple heart with two
oak leaf clusters), Rotarian, Boy
Scout council president, William
G. Milliken has been getting the
battles of his life in_Michigan
now that Gov., George Romney is
campaigning in other states for
the Republican presidential nom-
ination.

Milliken was elected in 1960
and 1962 to the State Senate, be-
came floor leader in 1963 and,
under the new constitution, was
elected lieutenant governor in
1964 on the ticket with Romney.

When Romney was cam-
paigning in Viet Nam, it fell to
Gov. Milliken — that is the
proper way to address him in
such circumstance — to try to
get passage of an open housing
bill during the December spe-
cial session.

Milliken got the brunt of con-
servative Republican Sen.
George Kuhn's criticism about
the administration’s interest in
open housing.

The acting governor was in
Plymouth last week to address a
Jaycees meeting, and we asked
him some pointed questions
about issues of annexation, hous-
ing and taxation that are pretty
controversial in suburbia. He
took them on.

Annexation

Q. Keeping in mind that the
area you're in is about half town-
ship and half city, and that they
have annexation problems, we
noticed in Gov. Romney's State
of the State message that the
Boundary Commission proposal
was missing this year. (The

AS ACTING GOVERNOR, Milliken signed a bill pushed by State
Sen. George Kuhn {standing) establishing arbitration procedures for
highway right-of-way disputes, but at other times the conservative
Kuhn has been at bitter odds with the Romney-Milliken Administration,

Boundary Commission would de-
cide the governmental sense of
annexation, consolidation and
new city incorporation. petitions
before putting them on the bal-
lot.) Is the administration of
which you are a part still in
favor of this proposal?

MILLIKEN: "Yes, the admini-
stration is in favor of a Boundary
Commission.

“As a matter of fact, it's my
understanding that Sen. Milton

Zaagman (R-Grand Rapids) will
once again be introducing this
bill. T think without any question
it will have the support of the
administration.

“The Zaagman proposal, if
similar to the one presented last
year, will make it easier for an-
nexation to occur. I think this is
important under certain con-
trolled conditions, because we're
facing the need to improve our
public services, our sewage, our

publicl

affairs =

‘(D-Garden City) has jolned

other facilities. Annexation, in
some instances in the past, has
been almost impossible of
achievement.

“This bill, through setting up
proper safeguards and proper
machinery, will make that pos-
sible, and I think that is in the
public interest.”

‘Obsession’

. Sen. George Kuhn, whose
district you are now in, sent you
a letter last month accusing you
and the administration of having
an ‘“‘obsession’” with open hous-
ing and having a lack of interest
in better riot control and police
laws. Will you comment?

MILLIKEN:

“Well, I don't

agree at all with the choice of

words — ‘obsession.’

It is true that Sen. Kuhn wrote
me to that effect and requested
that the administration become,
as he said, I think, more active
in the field of law enforcement
and crime prevention.

I replied to Sen. Kuhn to the
effect that this administration is
vitally interested in law enforce-
ment in this state and the preven-
tion of crime.

“I have recently received the
Governor's Crime Commission
report, and in that report
many specific recommenda-
tions have been made which
are now incorporated in the
governor's State of the State
message.

“We're concerned about crime
and the problems of riots. This
session (of the Legislature) will
indicate the extent of that con-
cern.

“But at the same time, it is
important that all of us have a
balanced approach to that prob.
lem, It's important, in my
judgment, that we have open
housing legislation in this state,
and that we move along the
lines of correcting social in.
justices which do occur.

“My point to him — and I re-
peat ot here — is that we need
a balanced approach which ac-
knowledges the importance of
both areas — vigorous action for

. .crime prevention and control, and
) equal juslise for all people.”
v

‘Increase

Exemptions
-Tierney

State Rep. James Tierney

forces with Rep. Joyce Symons
(D-Allen Park) in an attempt
to bring more tax relief to the
qualified senfor cltizens of
Michigan,

They have introduced a bill
in the Legislature to increase
the present exemption on real
estate taxes by 50 per cent or
from $10,000 to $15,000 of state
equalized valuation,

‘“When the new coastitution
was adopted,” Rep. Tieroey ex-
-plained, *it called for the as-
sessment of property at 50
per cent of its true cash value,
That was 1n 1963, but the law
now has worked a hardship on
many of the retirees, and the
bill we Introduced would bring
Telief.””

At present, all property own~
ed by persons over 65 years
that is valued at $20,000 or
less is eligible for the exem-
ption. This means that the sen-
fors get an exemption for
$10,000,
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MILLIKEN'S PORTRAIT.—— There
are a few more wrinkles around
the eyes now.

Q. Several suburban jtate rep-
resentatives in our circulation
area have listed as one of the
prime reasons for the open hous-
ing bill defeat in Decembeér the
fact that Gov. Romney was not
in the state. This reflects two
ways — on Gov. Romney for not
being here and on you personal-
ly, as acting governor in his ab-
sence. What is your reaction to
the criticism that not everything
was done to pass that bill?

MILLIKEN: “My reaction is
this:

“The governor enlarged the
special session to include the
open housing issue. The governor
has made his position clear from
the very beginning.

“And without any question at
all, everything was done that
could be done to achieve open
housing in this state during that
special session.

“And I might add that the pre-
dictions earlier were that the bill
would be overwhelmed. That was

Ones

not true. The measure received
47 of the necessary 56 votes. We

. felt it represented a tremendous

achievement.
“We'll be successful in the
regular session.”

Strategy

Q. You're a former member of
the State Senate, and one repre-
sentative out this way (Democrat
John Bennett of Redford) sug-
gested that things might have
gone better for open housing had
the bill gone to the Senate be-
cause the House members were
afraid of it until they knew what
the Senate would do. Have you
any reply?

MILLIKEN: "It's always easy,
of course, to look back and to de-
cide that, had a certain course
of action been taken, the result
might have been different.

“l can only say that, in our
best judgment at the time, the
House was the place to begin the
action.

Commuter Tax
Q. Sen. Kuhn has proposed that
the income tax limitation ‘on
cities — he was thinking of De-
troit, although it would apply to
all cities — be raised to two per
cent on a quid pro quo basis: In
exchange, the commuter tax —
that is, the half per cent on non-
residents working in the city —
would be eliminated. Can you
comment for the administration
or for yourself on this proposal?
MILLIKI
need to think more-.and more in
terms of areas, and there's no
question that suburban communi-
ties are vitally affected by the
quality of life and the economic
activity which goes-on in the City
of Detroit.
“It just seems to me it is not
unreasonable that the present
t (tax on

ers) be continued, and that it
would be unreasonable to adopt
the proposal of Sen, Kuhn to
place a disproportionate bur-
den on those individuals within
the city and absolve the per-
sons who live outside the city
who commute and regularly
use its facilities — it would ab-
solve them of some of any real ¢
responsibility for progress or
for future development in that
area.”
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