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Household Expenses Slated To Rise 3%

Observer Newspapers Wednesday, Jonuary 31, 1968

In 1968 |

The housewife -will pay more for
food in 1968 but her budget for the
kitchen and family table will take
much less than other household and
living expenses, where increases are
sxpected to be as much as 3 per
cent highar,

This 1s the predictton of 5, Kent
Christensen, vice president and econ-

omlst for the Natlonal Assoclation of'

Food Chains,
. e
CHRISTENSEN FORESEES an in-
creaso In prices for food at home of

2 to 3 per cent by the end of next
year,due, the aconomist says, entire-
1y to increasing costs In processing
- and distribution from inflation forces,

The latter, he sees, as *‘malnly of a
labor ‘cost-push type, intensified by
a massive Increase in the Federsl
defleit”

He polats cut also, that the big-
gest unknown {s the spending mood
of the American publle,

#Should consumers dacide o un-
leash thair spending power,*’ he warns,
«rdrawing on record savings, plus re-
cord current incomes, tbe intensity
of overall, general inflation could be-
come much more serious than that
now anticlpated. The Impact of this
on food prices could be substantial,’

Christensen, like most economic
forecasters, sees prices for the
ecomony as 2 whole rising 3 to 4

per cant in 1968, nearly double the
average rise in prices since 1950
with the exclusion of the sharp in-
cresss In the early phases of the
Korean War, and three to four times
greater than the average 1 per cent
Increase In the period 1957-1959 to
1967,

According to him, labor accounts
for about 50 per cent of the cost of
marketing food, and he says: “Over-
all, the wage Increases granted to
date and In prospect are nearly double
the annual gains In national pro-
ductivity, The result is cost-plus
inflation - - to the extent competition
and/or consumer and business demand
will parmit wage increases to be pas-

sed along In higher prices.”
P

CHRISTENSEN WARNS, also, that
& change in consumer demand, purchas-
ing power plus a willingness to buy,
could drastically affect inflationary
pressures, Overall price Increases of
around 3 per cent during 1967, be
8ays, were tempered by a bountiful
farm harvest and an unusually high
rate of consumer saving.

“A return to the more normal rate of
savings,” he reports, ¢would up
consumer spending by more than $5
billion annually, The consumer spend-
ing mood is the big unknown for 1968
and deserves very careful watching®

In his outlook for 1968, Christensen

draws the following conclusions:

“Overall 1367 was 2 year of re-
cord agricultural output in both crops
and livestock, The wheat and feed
grain crops were the largest in history,
assuring ample supplies and lower
prices for feed ingredients for poul
try, red meats and dairy producers
through harvest time tn 1968,

fAmong the Indlvidual sgricultural
commodities there will be some in-
creases and some decreases involumes
and prices relative to the same per-
iods in 1967, However, the effect of
change in the overall volume of pro-
ducts avallable for sale, at least in
the first six to eight months of 1968,
18 not expected to change farm prices

significantly. Abnormally good or bad
weather 1n 1968, could, of course,
materially affect fruit and vegetabls
prices in the summer and fall.

“Beef{ supplles remaln strong and
will be down only slightly if st all
from 1967, Pork supplies will pro-
bably be up t per cent, Supplies of
turkeys, broilprs, and eggs Nkely will
be down slightly, although very ade-
quate, Milk production will be about
the samé 85 1967, Freshand processed
vegetables will be In astronger supply,
while fresh and processed fruft will
be In shorter supply. The change in
{fruit supplies 1s much larger than for
any other product group, and will result
in the targest change in price,”

Sears The Look and Luxury of Precious Velvet

Elegant Plush Pile Carpeting

Luxurious Wool

Plush Pile Carpet
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This exquisitely fushioned plush carpeting will be a treasured pos-*
session in any home it graces. Deep, dense all-wool pile assures you
that this carpet will retain its resiliency and like-new luster for
years and years 1o come, A spectrum of luscious deep-dyed colors
create a dramatic, yet warm and welcome atmosphere in any
room. Stop in and notice how this carpeting scts un clegant stage
for a classic decor . . . yet will blend as happily with colonial or
contemporary furnishings. Choose from Sky Blue, Coppertone,
Avocado, Fern Green, Bronze Gold, Celadon, Greeian Olive,
anish Olive, Cerise, Royul Red. Martini. Burma Gokl and .
Cloudy Jade decorator colors. :

Save 18%! Acrilan® .Acrylic Pile Save 15%! Plush Pile Carpeting
Plush and practical carpet Regular 10.99 Bold, bright Acsilan® ac. oo 0

adds sumptuous luxury rlic and modaerylic pile

and warmth to rooms... carpet with a thick, denne
99 texture, In 15 clear decs 99
$q.Yd. arator colors, Sq.Yd.

18 Colors of Plush Pile Carpet
‘The soft luster and texture .
of antique velvet in an all Seorslow Price
nylon pile carpet that is
perfect for bedeoom and 99
dressing roams. Sq.Yd.

Snip 'n Fit Nylon Pile Carpet
Deep, dense plush carpet
“ you Just eut and fit to in.  NewatSeors
“tall, With built-in cushion
puilding in 13 simply beau- 99
Viful colors. 5q.Yd.

Regular 8.99

6.

18 rainbow colors. Easy-
care with excellent reeons
wry from footsteps.

resists woil und marking. In
14 mellow decoratortones.
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Save 14%! All-Wool Textured Plush

197

Phone Your Nearest

Save 23%! Patterned Plush Pile

. . ! ile i h. durubility und nat.
The sultle heuut of delicate surface texiure adds richnessand g ooy Deep all-wool pile imparts warmt 3 Regul
h i i i iae Regular 1 resiliency. The lart word in luxuny ... this mag.  ReQUIF
interest to this patteened Acnylic® und modacrylic plush pite ural resiliency. 1F

i i N ik & 12.99 ificent carpet i ideal for amy decor. 3pls yarms chon 13,99
curpeting. Pile springs back when walked on...spots whish away Sa 4. rifigent carpet i ideal for ans decor, Hpls »arm chow Sq.v4,
Sq.Yd. dyed in 15 exriling tones 10 accent your decar.

r Cavarite from 16 Lrolor-,
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Wool Textured Plush Pile

Nylon Pile Pulternedj Plush Orlon 33 Acrylic Plush Pile

Distinctive delicute design in u gentle Searslow Price The tight, \lense cut and loop New ot Sears The ..,l:i.h patiern of m‘;l. d;u,;l.m.u, Reg. 9.99 Sears Store fora

flowing puttern hides foolmarks, rexists villes you with excellent thick all-wool pile carpet blends elegant- In-the-Home

solling umh staining. 15 vibrant colors 99 siliency and easy care. Chaose your 99 Is with any decor, Nataral fibers rerint 77 99 FreelIn ot

wssure you of lramatic decoruting hewuty. $q.Yd. favorite from 4 tweed 1ones and 8 bright Sq.vd, s0il and stains In T handsome colors. Sq.Yd. Carpeting Estimate
’ salid color. .

Sean Carpeting Dept. (Not ot Growse Pointe}

® Pontinc, 154 N. Saginaw, FE 54171
® Wyandotte, Biddle-Maple, AV 4-9000
® Grosse Pte., 7 Mile-Mack, TU 4-6000

® Lincoln Park, Southfield at Dix, DU 3.7000

® Livonia Mall, 7 Mile at Middlebelt, $76-6000

® Macomb Mall, Gratiol at 13% Mile Rd., 293-8000
® QOakland Mall, 14 Mile Rd. at John R, 585-1000

® Grand River at Oakman, WE 33300
® Gratiot at Van Dyke, WA 5-0100
® Woodward, Highland Pk., TO 8-1300

Open Monday, Thursday,
Friday, Saturday 9 to 9, Sears
Tuesday, Wednesday 9 to 5:30

SEARS, ROEBUCK AND CO.




