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OBSERVATION POINT..

in the streets.
agitators, both

white and blac
Make no mistake about it. This
the apenda for this election
and, quite possibly, for some
v to come. Beside this com-
plex of worries, even the war in
iet Namn pales, mainly because
[Viet Nam is halfway across the
tdobe and violence in the streets
lurks just outside our front door.
Senator Philip Hart just re-
1sed a poll which showed that
wer one third of people are
Wfraid to walk alone out of doors
in their own neighborhoods at
night, The percentage is probably
nuch higher in primarily Negro
wreas
When you have this many peo-
tually frightened — with a
ear that is o sharp and concrete
hat it stri every time night
alls — you've pot political dyna-

e e
IN OBSERVERLAND
hout the country the
te is not-whether these
‘oncerns with race and violence
wre real. They to ignore
hemn would be to stick your head

HERE
ind throup,
point it 1s:

crucial point is how
are to be handled
v, by our political
rovernment  leaders,
elves. Responsibly?

ind by ou
Inflammatorily?

Sunitively?
almly?
We may w e || have more vio-
ence this summer in Detrol
here are some in the Negro com-
nunity who are seriously advo-
cating violenc rime in the
is increasing.

‘The: ire facts. The issue is
what we chuose to do about them
ind how we o about doing it.
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THIS 18 A very difficult issue
or two interrelated reasons.

1y Human instinct. When faced
wvith violence, it's instinctive lg

or riots in Detroit is not counter-
violence or repression or fear;
rather it is to sort out the basic
causes of crime in the streets or
riots and do something to elim-
inate them.

This is not do-pooderism. It's
hard-headed realism because it
seeks a real solution to a serious
set of problems and not just tem-
porary relief.

And it's just this sort of con-
structive and realistic approach
that is so difficult to take because
it goes against our instinctive re-
actions.

. .

2) THESE CHOICES MUST be
made within a community con-
text, and the leaders charged
with making choices must both
lead and be responsive to their
communities. Here in Observer-
land, where people are almost
entirely white and where many
have fled from the inner city for
fear of advancing Negroes, this
problem becomes a serious mat-
ter.

It's easy to take the irresponsi-
ble route — which may well be
the popular one with the voters—
by crying about the coming inva-
sion by rioters, by demanding
sterilization of certain sorts of
criminals, by making inflamma-
tory statements, by stirring of
the kind of fear which itself pro-
hibits a long-run solution to our
problems.

It may be popular, but it's dan-
gerous in the long run, for an in-
flamed community is hardly in a

osition to think rationally about
ong-run solutions to immediate
problems like riots and crime.
s e e

RIGHT NOW, IT'S an open
question whether certain leaders
in Observerland will have enough
sanity and responsibility to talk
about long-run solutions. In fact,
there is some evidence to suggest
that some leaders are flirting

eact with violence, to d
\n ese for an eye and a tooth for
L tooth

The big problem with this solu-
jon is that althouph it may work
n the short run, it doesn’t really

olve anything. Violence met
with violence will in tusn re-
touble in intensity. -

The long run solution to the

[prablem of crime in the streets

with irresponsibility — perhaps
for the sake of courting popular-
ity, perhaps for other reasons.

The hearing of the Michig

..Bv Philip H. Power

Crime: Our Leaders Fan The Flames Of Fear

CART BEFORE THE HORSE. ..

et

FLAMMATORY
T EASURES

(WHAT WAPPENS IF HE BREAKS

indeed, that they would happen
at all this summer. He added that
he was piving the briefings be-
cause he felt a responsibility to
keep the business community, a
“potential target” this summer,
{ully informed and that he want-
. ed to build confidence that police
officials were on top of the situa-
tion.

GLEZA MAY BE right.

But simple prudence also re-
quires that officials do so in such
a way as not to inflame the com-
munity with rumors of distortions
of their remarks. There is evi-
dence this has happened with
Gleza's comments,

Two members of a local public
utility company's seccurity stafl
have alrcady called State Police
authorities, inquiring about the
substance of Gleza's specches
and expressing surprise that
such statements could be made
at public meetings, Reportedly,
other local police chiefs were
shocked at the explicit nature of
the bricfings. )

Gleza himself is aware of the
problem. “The reason we don't
wan} to make this material too
public is that it might incite the
whole white community,” he has
said.

He is quite right.

ALeG ?)

ence, and one Negro resident of
Northwest Detroit, Willis Tabor,
was rudely badgered by State
Senator Stanley F. Rozycki of
Detroit.

The Committee didn't try to
maintain much order at the
meeting, as Jackson Republican
Sen. James Fleming explained,
because “We did let the people be
more expressive of their opinions
than we would normally at a pub-
lic hearing because we wanted to
get the real feeling of the people
and what they want and need.’

Evidently, lack of courtesy and
outright rudeness was what the
Committee thought the people
wanted,

Whether this contributed real

State Senate’s Crime Investigat-
ing Committee, held last week in
northwest Detroit and reported
in this paper on Sunday offers a
case in point.

Negro witnesses at the hearing
were openly heckled by the audi-

° P P
to have escaped the Commiltee's
attention.
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IN LIVONIA, with the political

pot boiling merrily along and
elections scheduled for April 1,
Mayor Harvey W. Moclke weigh-

ed in a week ago with an order
setting up ‘a police-administered
gun school. -

The Mayor took action after
being advised that the number of
gun permits issued in Livonia
had more than doubled after the
Detroit riots last summer. Moel-

ke said safety for present gun -

owners was the main goal of the
school, although he did not—
perhaps because he couldn't —
explain just why the school would
not act as an invitation for more
Livonia residents to apply for
permits.

“Qur police and law enforce-
ment agencies . . . are capable
of handling any unpleasant situ-
ations,” Moelke also said. “It is
their problem, not the problem of
individuals. People need not feel
that they must protect them-
selves.” The Mayor also con-
tended that idle talk about “like-
ly trouble” is a dangerous con-
tribution to unrest.

Somehow one wonders why the

It isn't clear, then,” why Gleza
was so explicit in his briefings;
he could have accomplished his
aims without talking about mur-
dering white children. Nor is it
clear why, if Gleza wanted his re-
_marks kept entirely confidential,
he sct up his briefing before semi-
public meetings.

.«

Mayor didn't apply his own ad.
mirable words to the gun school
he was so happy to have publi-
cized in the first place.
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PERHAPS THE MOST trou-
bling example of this problem
came to light in Redford Town-
ship, where Police Chief Edwin
Gleza has been giving a series of.  THE ARGUMENT is not that
semi-public briefings about u‘,"%we should ignore the possibility
plansof Negro militants for this =t {rouble this summer or in the
summer. init 1 future,

Gleza was very explicit_in his Rather, it is that there are
rcmark‘s'adglressed to the Rotary  ;y5 of ‘doing this which avoid
aR"‘;IK&“E?"S glubs‘ acnd to the ~ oycosses which can inflame and

edford Chamber of Commerce.  yqprify people in ways which will
According to Redford Observer ,.yq 5 jong-run solution to the
E:':" Dl.;n{“s l;a;ot: who :;:\end- problem of violence that much
ed two of the briefings, phrases - p,rder. Law officers and public
like ,.km a .Wh"e child in the sub-  ¢ricisls know better than mosh
vl{rbs" or t‘!‘ynaml(e police sta- that a terrified community is a
tions” or ~“hlow up suburban  yopjile and dangerous  com-
communities” were used. munity

Now .it should be made clear Hopefully, people will reflect
that Gleza said he wasn't predict-  on this truth as the coming days
ing that these things would hap- lead us toward the long hot
pen in Redford Township or, summer. -

Our Photo Display

Prize

It would make you proud to win
a prcture-taking contest.

It would also make you proud
to win a newspaper design con-
test.

But it makes you five times as
proud to win a contest based on
Lsage of  pictures, because it
menns selecting and blending
pictures with the total appear-
ance of the paper.
at’s the knd of contest our
rmington paper wen. The
Farmington  Enterprise & Ob-
ser took first place in usage
of pretures in a contest sponsored
by the Michipan Pr Associa-
tion

CIAL sort of

.
IT WAS A SF
triumph for us.

A Lot Of People

We'd been trying to pet away
from the country weekly kind of
pictures in which a committee of
seven sits and stares at the
camera.

Yet we wanted to stick with
local people and local subjects.

We figured we were on the
right track when we began gel-
ting compliments not only from
club publicity chairmen who
were in the pictures, but from
you, the readers, who appreciat-
ed a thoughtfully-prepared news-
aper.

The Michigan Press Associa-
tion judges sort of endorsed
your opinions.

.

THE AWARD WAS won by a
lot of people.
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Plymouth, Mich.
Open for Lunch

* Dinner
§:00-11:00
Closed Sundays

Call
R GL 3-1301
nn

41661 Plymouth Road,

11130 AM.3:30 P.M,

Gourmet Nite
Every Wednesday

® Complete Smorgasbord

® 38 Ft. Long Table

® Prime Rib One of 60 ltems
® Complete Dinner $4.25

® Children 6-12 Halt Price

® Serving from 5:00-9:30

Helped

Frances Evert, our contract
photographer, probably took the
majority of the pictures and re-
sponded continually when the
editors asked for fresh angles
and off-beat poses. .

Her husband, Ralph, also shot
some photos and is largely re-
sponsible for the fine quality of
prints that we received

Shirley Berger, formerly of the
Enterprise staff, came up with a
number of picture assignments
and the idea for an antiques fea-
ture.

Page after page contains fea-
ture stories — and the photo as-
signments — worked up by the
talented Elizabeth Wissman.

Sue Shaughnessy. current chiel
of the Farmington news staff,
was responsible for the front
section layout of the Junc I1
entry.

Sunday Editor Tim Richard
personally photographed a num-
ber of assignments and designed
the June 11 picture page, “Warm,
Muddy Waters,”" about the late
spring floods.

Sure, a lot of people have won
photo _ contests with one Jucky
shot. ‘But this one took a lot of
shots, a lot of hard-nosed select-
ing, a lot of designing—and a lot
of good people who get out and
cover the news without waiting
for it to come to them.

CHUCK MATSON

*Group
Insurance

Health
Insurdnce

®Pension Plans
elife Insurance
® Annuities

NEW TORK LIFE
[NSURANCE Company

17000 West 8 Mile Road,
. Southfield, 356-9480
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Nationally Advertised Carpet Reduced.... it's our Winter

LEARANCE

TOP QUALITY at ROCK-BOTTOM PRICES

SPECIAL!
STAIN-PROOF
KITCHEN

OPEN DAILY, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
SUNDAY, Noon to 6 p.m.
FOR THIS MID-WINTER SALE!

SAVE ON DISCONTINUED PATTERNS

NYLON « ACRILAN /amen
WOOLS BUDGET

upP T0

ONE LOW PRICE

COMPLETELY INSTALLED
OVER SPONGE RUBBER PAD

70 SUIT YOU

5788

TAKE UP TO

0%

ON EVERY
YARD

WHILE THEY LAST!

RUG

SAMPLES 48:

/
CARPET CO. /|
29210 FORD ROAD ;

" Phone GA 5-4947 & LO 2-3000
For FREE Shop-st.Home Service
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