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Mrs. Ida Ventura, mother of Livonia-
City Council President, Peter Ventura, is in
critical conditfon following a stroke suffered
Tuesday in Pompano. Beach, Fla. Mrs. Ven-
tura, who lives in. Livonia with Her son, was
visiting her daughter, Mrs. Kenheth Hays.
The councilman left immediately by plane.

observerland

, o &

REDFORD — Prominent Redford busi-
nessman, playwright and civic lea der
Anthony J. Sansone suflered fatal iinjuries in
a Florida auto accident Monday. His wife,
Jean, is reportedly recovering after surgery
- at Miami Baptist hospital for critical injuries.
Their car jumped a highway divider and be-
came involved in a three-car crash. Mrs.
Sansone is believed to be the only survivor.
Sansone was owner and president of Trim Zit
Co., 28424 Grand River, Farmington. Requi-
em Mass is scheduled Friday morning at St.
Valentine Catholic Church, 25800 Dow, Red-
ford. i

. . .

DETROIT — Electrical failure at the
printing plant caused a delay in the delivery
of this newspaper Saturday., Repairs are be-
ing made, and it is anticip ted that prompt
deliveries will be made in the future. The
Observer Newspapers regret any inconvieni-
ence to its carrier boys and to its readership.

Ce s s
PLYMOUTH — Voters in the city will go
to the polls on April 29 for a spécial election
on the. Open Housing Ordinance that was
p@ssed ‘by the City Commission Dec. 4.
P s

LIVONIA Livonia's runoff election
April 1 will s¢e Mayor Harvey W. Moelke
opposed by Council President Peter A, Ven-
tura, who ran more than 3,000 votes béhind
| Moelke_in Monday's primary. City Clerk
Addison Bacon led all candidates for nomina-
tion, swamping his own opposition and sec-
ond runher Robent L. Allison almest 5 to 1.
Three incumbent councilmen led the :eight
nominees for four council seats, with’ g
woman among the first five.-About one-thir
of the 37,950 registered voters cast ballots.

: P

WESTLAND — The City Council received
a report that while it should continue to hire
br{va\b contractors to collect, garbage and
rubblsh, companies ‘“‘are pricing themselves
out of business” and cities will be forced to
go into the rubbish pickup business them-
selves.
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Girls don’t have many competitive sports
open to them in high school, but one of the
most .exciting — though rarely seen by the
public — is feminine basketball. You'll see it
in a picture story in Sunday's edition.’

HE'S IN
BUSINESS ON

YOUR STREET

Your neighborhood boy~
is galning valugble busi-
ness tralning through his
“Observer route. The 40¢
you pay him each month
for our wew Carrler Sub-
scription Plan assures his
success In his first busi-
pess venture, Be sure to
ask for. a receipt, which
will guarantee delivery of
The Farmington Enter-
prisa & Observer.

« a number of pgople.

i

arship competition,

Sorrow

Wedhesday, February 21, 1968

TOP OF THE HEAP -- John Van Dusen, Jr., 28470-Rollcrest, Fa}mingmn, a
. jor at Our Lady of Sorrows, has been named a finalist in the National Merit -Sché!

et

The City of Farmington has
received a $20,000 grant from
the federal government to assist
in the purchase of 10 scres of
land on Drake Rd,"for the es-

City Manager John Dinantold
the councfl Monday night that
the grant made it possible for
the ¢ity to acquire the parcel
«elther by negotiation. or by

"

of a

park, )
Announcement of the Interior

Department grant was made

Monday by U,S, Senator Philllp

A, Hart (D).

Acquisition of the land, which
1s adjacent to the Longacre
School, was called for under
the clty’s 1967 capital improve-
ment program,’ At thattime, the
city pegged the cost of the pro-
perty at $24,000,

When developed,the property
would Include a ball dlamond,

" tennis courts, a play areaand

picnic grounds, L.

. The capital jmprovement
program is prepared each yéar
by the members of the City
Planning Commission and sent
to the council.

While the council does not
take official action on approv-
ing or rejecting the planner’'s
recommpendations it does use

" facilities; and -

New City Park
Gets Go-Ahead
On U.S. Funds

the program as a guideline in’
preparinig the budget for the
new fiseal year, :
Monday night the council re-
celved the 1968 program from
the planners.
Included, in this year's
program are: N
Widening of Farmington Rd.
from Efght to Nine Mile;"
Installation of al2 inch wat-
er main {rom the station onNine
Mile to the reservoir at Grand |

*River and GIII Rd.;

Improvements inthe city park
Construction of a storage ~
building 1h_the Department of
Public Works yard,

Council Chooses 13th
For Township Confab

Farmington's  Clty Council
has chosen Wednesday, March
13, as its first cholce of a
meeting date with the Farm-
ington Township Board,

The choice was made during

" Monday night's council session

s Senior Is -

Scholarship Finalist

John Van Dusen Jr., son of Mr. .
and Mrs.'Johin Van Dusen, 28470 Roll-
crest, Farmington, has heen named

' a National Merit Scholarship finalist.
Natification of the honor- was sent
{zrincipal of Van
ady of Sorrows.

to Sister Laurentia,
Dusen’'s school, Our
He is now eligible

- scholarships which will be announced

nationally on May 2.
. s

+ COMMENTING on

national merit {inalist in the history
of her school, Sister Laurentia said,
“I feel John has an excellent mind.

He is a very intelligent
far to go.
“I'm very glad he

very proud.

for college

this second

weight isn't
boy and has

went on, “am
develop his mird to the fullest. .I'm [ o 0cod that.he would not be in

I would like to see him

‘While maintaining a 3.01 (out of a
possible 4.0) fer all four of his high
school years at OLS, Van Dusen alse
played varsity football as a defensive
end and was a member of the school |
wrestling team.

. *

= .

HE ﬂoggas to attend the Univer-
sity of Mich j

administration or' law, but doesn't
know if he'll go out for the football
team at U-M. He feels his 175-pound

n to major in business

heavy enough.

Van Dusen is also vice president

of the OLS Student Council and active

got it she

in drama activities at Sorrows.

School Board Briefed =
On Parochial Aid Issue .

By'FRED DELANO

A last-explodingstatewide
controversy over the question
of providing state financlal aid
to parochial schools caught up
with the Farmington Board of
Education last week when 2
committee representing propo=
nents of the measure met with
the board inan“informational’®
executive sesslon.

Richard Abqwd, chalrman of
the political action committee
o our Lady of Sorrows school
district, said his group asked
for the audience with.the board
“ito let them know what's golng

*There’s a legal and philo~
sophical question fnvolved of
whether such an appropriation
would be constitutional, but be-
yond that is the fact that as
of today we don’t have even
enough money with which to
operate the public schools, so
where Is the other $21 millich
to be ralsed?" :

‘ That such an appropriation
would be asked of the 1968
- leglslature burst upon Michigan
last week when it was revealed
that nearly 100,000 lotters had
poured into- the State Capitol
urglog passage of the measure.
The well: i

on and to provide
as to our movement’s desires.”

From other sources has come
information that under the ban-
ner of an organization called

by the CEF Was tipped off in
Flint Jan, 31 when 300 hembers
of various Catholic parishcom=
mitteas were told by a past
¥ of the

“high school student and $50 for
each such grade chool pupil.
1t would be expected that tule
tion to all such non-public
gchools  would be - - ace
cordingly, according lo reports
from Lansing,
. .

ALTHOUGH THE CEF beat
all oppos! the punch with *
the masstve letter writing cam=
palgn, battle lines have formed
quickly within recent days.

On Monday, the Michigan
Congress of Parents and Teach-
ers called upon all PTA mem=
bers in [Michigan to fight the
issue. President A.B, Haist, .
of Saginal, stated:

“The effect. . .threatens ul=
timate emasculation of public

Citizens for Free=
dom legislation s being asked
which would authorize anannual
allocation of atleast$21 millicn
for parochialschool assistance,

Farmingtoa’s board of educa-
tion took no stand on what is
rapldly becoming -one of the
state’s hottest political issues
of, the_ year, nor did Abowd’s
committee ask the board to

take sides.

.
WHEN DR, RODERICK J.
Smith,  superintendent - of

schogls, was asked to defing
the administration’sattitude to~
ward the' proposed legislation,
e made this statement:

] have"discussed ramifica=
tions of this proposed blll' with

County Cathollc school board:
“we would like each of you to
write flve letters (ta state of-
ficlals) by Feb, 15, Similar
meetings have since been held
throughout Michigan,

Actually, the specific bill
asking for tbe appropriation
was not due for introduction
in the legisiature wtll this
weok, !

"Scheduled 25°Sponsors were
Reps, Thomas.L, Brown, Re
Lansing, and" J. Bob Traxler,
D-Bay City.

Rather - than directly under=
write_part of the cost of op=
erating non-public §chools, the
bil would grant paren{s wbo
have children enrolled in paro-
chial schools $100 for eachsuch

education, This

It is urgent that every parent
of public school children send
letters, jtelegrams or .make
phane calls to thelr legislabrs
and be heard loud and clear.” |

° Mrs. |Harriett Phillips, of
Huntington Woods, chairman of
.- the Michigan ‘Citizens to Ad-
vance Public Education, sald
that even if the fight against
a state
schools
ton will:

. 1.Contest constitutionality of
the legislation in the. courts.

is lost ber orgamizae

2. Through--petitions, try to

a constitutiooal amende

Continued On Page 6

after City Manager John Dinan

reported that he had been in

contact withTownshipSuper-
Hall and

. isor Curtls H, that
sen,~” two dates--Mafch 13 and March
20--had been proposed.

March 13 was chosen as
Councilman and Mayor Pro Tem
Howard Thayer Sald' that he
dould be outof townonMarch 20,

. s

t .

ORIGINALLY the councll
chose March 20 when'Counctl-
man Hugo Peterson observed
_that «I'm not supersititous, but
the 13th sort of bothers me, I
want to see these meetings get
off on the right foot,” .

It was ohly after Thayer an-

town March 20 that the council
reverted to March13asits first

cholce,

‘Thayer asserted that one of
the jtems which might be dis-
cussed would be to stop kicking
the ¢old dog" about city an-
nexation attempts,

He stated that he was r‘some-
what disturbed to reall in The
Farmington Enterprise & Ob-
server that the township ¢again
refused to vote funds for the

. MSU study until it saw a con-
tract written with the stipula-
Hon that the study make nocase
for further annexation attempts,

«This is getting to be a paln

{n the necky Thayer concluded, *

Councilmah Ralph Yoder told
*Thayer that he could slt next
to Township Trustee Earl Op-
perthauser at the session and
tell him his thoughts, Thayer
rétorted “I'll be happy to tell
himgr .

(Thayer once .observed that
be didn*tknow and had never met
Opperthauser, Last week when
the township board discussed
the fdea of a meeting with the

Auto Plate Sales
Run Ahead Of ’67

One'of the advantages of a
ledp year is the extra day the
procrastinators have to'put off
buying thelr license plates,

In case you've forgotten state
law requires that each motor
vehicle ‘display a set of 1968
plates beginning March 1,

That -leaves jist 10 days to
purchase your plates,

.JERRY GRACE, manzger of
the Farmington Branch of the
Secretary of State's Office, re-

ports that his office seems to

be ahead in lts sales over the’

1967 figures.

#t's hard to keep an accur-
ate count,”” Grace coptinued,
*because of the growth of the
area. )

Grace noted that at the end
of January, lcense plate sales
throughotit the state had been
made for 60 per cent of the
vehicles, "

kubsidy for non-public .

A SHORT LINE — That's the situation in the_ Famy
ington Branch of, the Secretary.of State’s office as
the deadline nears for purchase of the 1968 auto

7 council one of the trustees told .

Opperthauser that «at least it
will give you an opportunity to
meet Howard,"”)

Le e

ONE OF THE other possible
toples for discussion at the joint
meeting was suggested by
Councliman John Allen,

Allen pointed to the fact that
Orchard Lake Rd, wascarrylng
increased traffic and suggested
that this might be a good pro-

. Ject for the city and township

to join forces to deal with the
Oakland County Road Com-
mission to have this work done.
When Dinan fold Allen that
the project would undoubtably
be on amatehing fund basis-with
the clity and the city would not be
able to afford the work until
1971, Allen replfed that if we
start now the work might be ”
completed by 1972, T

Hall Says
Average
Hike 18%

« Farmington. Township Super-
visor Curtls 1, Hall predicted
this week that the average tax
incredse for township property
owners In 1968 will amount to
approximately 18 per cent,

Stressing. the” word ‘‘aver-
age™ as applled to the sector's
18,000 separate parcels of land,
Eall conceded that many pro-
perty o¥mers witl find thetr tax
bills showing a considerably
greater boost than that, Others
wil fall far' short of the 18
per cent hike, -

. .
HALL SPOKE up after his

dfice, snd that of Assessor -
Robert Romer, had been de-

.

- luged with. inquiries following

the mafling of 1968 assessment
statements last week,

The new assessments are
supposed to reflect a 50 per
cent. appraisal in relation to
the current sales value of each
parcel, and in newer -sectloos
.of the township they have more
than doubled In many instances

. when compared with 1967,

This does'not hold true in

- areas showing less active sales

interest,

Hall pointed to this fact as
he explained why there was
not a blanket, across-the-board
assessment increaSe affecting
all property altke, = .’

Ha also emphasized that until
the actual tax rate per $1,000

y equalized assessed valuation
i5 known next summer, specific
“calculation of each given 1986
tax bill will be impossible, The
toral tax rate on township pro-
perty ‘in 1967 was $46.64'per
$1,000, and how much it changes
from that figure is strictly

; conjecture at the moment.

Elected S'cribe‘.

‘Richard L, Lorenz, son-of
Mr., andMrs, LeoLorenz, 35428
i h:

license plates. Branch Mahager Jerry G ys that
sales of the 1968 plates
few weeks, but that he thinks Famington is ahead
of last year in making the purchase, Last day to bry
the plates is Feb, 29, :

1 Lk

have been off for the past

Q as
been- elected @ scribe of Delta
Gamma Tau fraternity at Alma
College, ‘He 15 a 1966 graduste
of North Farmington High -
Sehoal. R

v e
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