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§ By TIM RICHARD
- Sunday Editor
How much of the Middle Rouge
 and Huron Rivers can be brought
up to trout stream standards?

, A few miles, says the stafl

“of the State Water Resources
Commission, . .

_* Many, many more miles, sdys
the State Conservation director
and the Michigan United Con=
servation Clubs, -
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THE MEN WHO muslt answer
thése  questions--along with
dozens of other questions about
southeastern Michigan
waters--are the members of
the State Water Resources
Commission,

They will have to welgh tes-
timony taken at Ann Arbor last
week and come up withariswers
under a program to establish
water uses on a batch of area
rivers--also including the Rai-
sin, Clinton, Belle and Pine.

TO BE PROTECTED--This is the view of
Drain from Napier Rd. in Plymouth Township. The
state Water Resources Commission, Conservation dir- .

A decisfon will take a few
months, at least, The WRC has
allowed another 30 days for
additional written testimony,
and lts staff will need weeks
beyond that for studyandanaly-
sis.

An April decision appears to
be the earliest, A WRC pamp-
hlet, recelved by this news-
paper In December, put the
tlime of decision only *‘even-
tually,”

A STAFF recommendation
from within the WRC polnted
to trout stream standards for
the Johnson Drain from where
1t enters western Wayne County
(Napler Rd. north of N. Ter-
ritorfal in Plymouth Township)
for about a half-mile morth-
eastward.

But Ralph MacMullen, di-
rector of the Conservation De=-
partment, recommended trout
standards not only for the entire
length of thatcreek, whichflows
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northeast and Joins the Middle

ern Wayne County Comservae
jon

Rouge River at but
for all of the Middle Rouge
above Phoenix Lake {n Ply-
mouth. .
MacMullen also recom=
~ mended protection of the Mid-
dle Rouge dowistream from
Phoenix Lake and at the Upper
Rouge, to their confluence in
the Dearborn area, at a level
that would support smallmouth
bas;

S,

This level, which MaciMullen
dubbed “intermediate spe-
cies,” doesn’t exist in WRC
standards, The WRC standards
have three (Din-

Only” says the sign on its
fenced entrance) and the De-
troit House of Correction, .

A large part of the Middle
Rouge above Phoenix Lake flows
through public property--Ed-
ward N, Hines Park,
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THE WRC and the Conser-
vation director also differed
on what standards should be
placed on the Rouge from the
polnt where the Middle and Up-
per branches meet.to where

|

it flows into the Detroit River.

Conservation Director Mac~
Mullen recommended the south~
ernmost s¢ction be protected
for “anadromous specles’-e
that 1is, fish such as salmon
Jwhich ascend a river to spawn,

A WRC staff member told
this newspaper, however, that
such a standard was not feas-
ible because of the frequeat
dredgings |of the Rouge that
roll its waters, The WRC staff
recommended a commefcial
standard, the lowest cleanwater
standard.

OTHER DIFFERENCES
arose over the Huron River.

The WRC staif recommen~
dation was for trout standards
only for the region north of
MLiford in the Proud LakeState
Recreation Area. The rest of
the Huron was recommended
for a general sport fish (bass,
plke, panfish) category.

MacMullen proposed his *in-
termediate” (smallmouth bass)
standard  for. the Huron
upstream from Ore Lake fn
Livingston County; atrout stan-
dard from Ore Lake to Dexter

- Can Local Rivers Be Trout Streams?

in Washtenaw County; the inter=-
mediate stapddrd from- Dexter
to Ford Lake in southwestern:
Wayne County; and the anad-
romous standard. from Belle~
ville Lake to Lake Erle.

The MUCC representative
went, even further, Spokesman
Braln asked a trout standard
north of Milford; a trout-bass
standard from Milford to Ore
Lake; a trout standard from
Ore Lake to Dexter; and a con=
tinved trout standard for Hell
Creek--‘a real hot browntrout
stream,”

he State Farm hospita! plan
ays cash to you.

tolerant cold-water fish, such
as trout and salmon; (2)intole
erant warm-water fish, such
as bass, plke and panfish; and
(3)tolerant fish, such as carp
and bullhead.
P

THE. WRC STAFF recom-
mendation would put most of
the Middle Rouge, with the ex«
ception of the Johnson Drain
trout sectlon, Into the second
category of general sport fish,
The WRC has also polnted
out that the Conservation De-
partment discontinued opera-
tion of a trout hatchery at

. Northville in 1958 and ceased

sStocking the Middle Rouge be=
cause of the water’s warmth.

Moreover, the Conservation
Department last fall stocked
the Middle Rouge at Phoenix
Lake with 7,000 rainbow trout,
not with the expectation that
the trout would reproduce, but
with the idea that the perme
anent fish population- of that
lake would be bass and blue-

gills.’
. Thus, MacMullen's recom-
. ‘mendations last week seemed
at varlance with his depart~
ment’s previous activitles,
MacMullen’s recommenda-
tions were echoed by Lawrence
. Braun, district I chairman of
the Michigan United Conserva=
tion Clubs (MUCC), who asked
trout standards for the Middle
Rouge above Phoenix Lake.
)
FROM THE STANDPOINT of
popularity with fishermen, the

Y - WRC recommendation of trout

standards for only a half-mile
of the Johason Drainseem like=
ly to be less than popular,

That segment of the creek
is heavily posted with*‘notres-

Johnson passing’” signs whereltcrosses

Napler Rd., this newspaper
found.

ector and sportsmen agree it should be protgcted' 85 area designated by the WRC

+~@ tiout water,
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AREA TROUT STREAMS--This Water Resoifves Commission map shows staff re-

appears to belong to the West~
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commendations for protection of ‘two river segments in this area as trout streams.
The two bars near the upper left designate the Huron River upstream from Milford.
The two bars toward the center designate a half-mile of Johnson Drain on the west
end of Plymouth Township. The dark area at the mouth of the Rouge (lower right)
designates a commercial classification.
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