Sunday, February 25, 1968

Page 8A%

Wally Roberts

GOING.
“CURTAIN

UP’

Broadway and off-Broddway
entertainment arrived in the
form of two widely separated
pieces of entertainment.
“George M’, a new musical
comedy, and “/MacBIrd'", asat-
irical jab at LBJ fresh fromits
“year run off-Broadway,

“George MY overflowing with
all’ the ragtime® rhythms
fathered so expertly by George
M, Cohan, is a veritable corn-
ucopla of corn at the Fisher,
‘The Yankee Decdle man waves
his flag and tries to tap dance
his way into your heart, But
to no avall,

Maybe as audience msmbers
we view the early vaudaviile
days as too artificial, too shal-
low. Vaudeville by its very
nature depended on the quick
short turn, The hoofers knew
you never over-loaded the act,
If you had a solid 20 minutes
of ‘material, you always kept
the act moving as fast as you
could and you only gave them
10 minutes,

A vaudeville show had no
theme, no plot-merely variety
and plenty of sparkle, It was
like cotton candy, pretty (o
look at, but not too good for
a steady dlet. |

e

#GEORGE M" has the same
cotton candy malady, The plot
is almost non-existent, It mere-
ly exists as a thin thread on
which to string the pretty
bauble-1tke Songs of Mr, Cohan.t

Choreographer - Director  Joe
Layton manages to keep your
mind off this deficiency occa-
stonally with some clever stag-
ing of the dance numbers,

Joel Grey in the lead does
what he can, but his talent is
pot 1arge enough. His miniscule
physical size creates pity ra-
ther than the cockiness the part
requires. The real George M,
radiated charm in that contag-
tous smile of his. Joel Grey has
to work too hard and ends up
with a dour characterization
that casts a pall on the entire
production.
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FOUR OR FIVE miles in an
easterly diregtion from the
Fisher Tma!ﬁ)rlgmar plece
of theatrical enddavor brightens
up the east side of Detroit. The

Court Theater opened ‘‘Mac-
Bird" this week for a long run,
«#MacBird" ishaving itsmid-
western premiere in the Wal<
dorf School Auditorium, Char-
levoit and Burnsby the Court
Players, It's only afew minutes
from Jefferson Avenue of the
Ford Expressway. Call
822-6655 between 12-5 p.m,‘for
reserved seat tickets,
«MacBird just’ closed on
off-Broadway after a contro-
versial run of over 400 perfor-
mances, The Court Players
_were lucky enough to obtaln the

vrlghls for this extended run,

What is the controversy in
«MacBird"’?

If you are a loyal fan of
L.B.J, and admire his hawkish
ways, If you feel his ways are
saintly, or ifyou shudder at any-
one poking a little fun at his
Lady Bird, stayaway from
+MacBird’’, The evening is a
gala, glorious grand debunking
session, L,B,J, 15 the buttof the
evening's fun.
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OF COURSE, more s sald
in «MacBird” than a caustic
ridiculing of our majestic Tex-.
an, ¢'MacBird"” comments quite
cogently about the falseness
found 1n most of our political
shenanigans. Two hours of so-
clal satire provide considerable
food for thought,

Director Clyde Vinson once
again proves his competency
with the brilliant ensemble act-
ing of the Court Players. Noone
actor stands out, They work as
an artistic team, The total im-
pact of the play's message is
the thing.

However, Fred Cahill as
MacBird and Willlam Patent as
Robert Ken O'Dunc deserve
spectal mention. Their accents
were impeccable and thelr
characterizations so realistic
that they were at once frighten-
ing and fascinating,

Douglas Wisby's lighting ef-
fects and the original sound
tapes from the off-Broadway
production gave ¢'MacBird"
biting power,

Give yourself a real jolt and
a Jar by getting into the car
some. evening to see The Court
Players in an electrifying pro~
duction of *MacBird". Only
in America could you have the
prmlsge of seeing *MacBird".

Folk Singer To

Appear In

Junior

Town Hall Series

Tom Glazer, popular singer
of folk songs and ballads, ¥ill
strum his guitar and take De-
troit Junior Town Hall audi-
ences through his entertaining
repertolre of work songs, fail
gongs, songs-of love, of the
sea, and western trails, on
Saturday, March 2,

Children and adults know
Glazer through his recordings
--*“Ballads for the Age of Sci-
ence,” “Tom Glazer’s Concert
for Children” and the recent

nit record “On Top of Spag-

hettt,”
. e
GLAZER HAS made numer-
ous concert, radio and tele-
vision appearances, For the
award-winning movie “Face in
the Crowd,’’ he composed the
songs and background music and
collaborated with Budd Schul~
berg on the lyrics.

Painting
Lecture
Scheduled

'A lecture demonslr&unn on
piinting at Mercy College will
tdature a wrecked automobile
and several other profected
images.

:Ray F, Fleming, assistant
professor of the Mercy Fine
Arts Department, will conduct
the demonstration Monday, Feb.
26.

The demonstration is in-
tended to {liustrate the artist's
thinking in relation to thecrea~
tive process, which in this in-
stance Is painting,

Open to the public, the lecture
will begin at 8 p.m. in the East
Ballroom of the Student-Con=-
ference Center, 8200 W, Quter
Drive.

One of his recent projects
was compiling “A New Treas-
ury of Folk Songs" in paper-
back. His records for children
have received Parents Maga-
zine awards,

His special Interest In folk
musfc stemmed from his war-
time assignment in Washington,
where he became famillar with
material in the Archives of
American Folk Music at the
Library of Congress, While
there, he was horored by a
request for two performances
at the White House.

In post-war years he return-
ed to New York, became active
in radio and recording, and
made his Town Hall debut In
1948,

L e .

FOR THE ENTERTAINMENT
of children and adults, Tom
Glazer will appear at the De-
troit Institute of Arts auditor-
ium Saturday, March 2 at 11
a,m, and 2 p.m, Junior Town
Hall programs are sponsored
by the museum'’s Theatre Arts
Department.

Tickets are available ﬂk the
museum Ticket Office (832-
2730), and Hudson’s and Grin-
nell’s,

Pair Are Backstage
During CMU Play

Two Observerland students
were employed on the produc-
tion crew of the Central Mich-
lgan University producticn of
the comedy *Barefoot in the
Park,”

They are: Larry Capo, &
sophomore, of 33584 Longwood,
Farmingtoo; and Barbara Fran-
¢is, a junfor of 34051 N, Hamp-
shire, Livenia, The productio
was staged Feb, 15 through 17
in Mt. Pleasant,

PORCHES

GA 5-2333

'FAMILY ROOMS $
ADDITIONS  =n I 585

nn|y $7.50 per ‘week|

. INCLUDES ELECTRICAL, HEATING, PANELING, PIAWEIINO,
. PLANS, PERMITS, COMPLETE JOB

ZA-I.O Bldg. Co.

27420 Joy Rd.
24 hour sarvics
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Erma Bombec k Stops For Coffee

BY MARGARET MILLER
Women's Editor

In  her column,

Bombeck seems to be malter-
of-fact suburban housewife and
mother with a terrific sense of
humor who might be dropping
in for coﬂee.

T My chlldlsn don’t read the
column;- Jt's on the editorial

Erma’

- - !
Observer Newspapers ;
I

When. you meet her, you find
she's a matter-of-fact subur-
ban -housewlfe with a terrific
sense of humor who you wish
lived next door so she could
drop in for coffee often,

Mrs. Bombeck, whose three-
times-a.week column s syndi-
cated In 135 daily newspapers,
was | speaker for the Livonia
Town Hall Wednesday.

P

IN HER TALK at the Terrace
Theater, and later answerin
questions at 2 Mayflower Meet-
Ing Hquse celebrity hmcheoan,
she ‘kept the ladies chuckling
and roaring withan oral version
of the columns that have had
women  across the country
laughing at themselves for three
years,

She sald she considered the
American houséwives ‘‘among

“the most overworked and lone-

liest people in history,” but
made it clear her antidote for
their troubles {s humor,

She showed how by dissecting
her own situation and adding
a liberal dose of humor, For
example:

Her limitations-- *1 don’t
know how to stop the war In

Vietnam. en my husband
told me Tajlor was there, I
wondered it [Burton went along
with her.

“And I'm; no feminist, It
someone asked me what Iwas
dotng for my sex I'd probably
say my husband gives at the

My neighbors don’t seem
to lecognize themselves."*

HER HOME--‘{We live in a
cheap hoyse, and When I needed
-room to write hpu! a make-
shift desk at the end of the
bed, My files spill Into the
‘bathroom, And if you don't
belleve that, the Internal Rev-
enue department didn’t either.'

Her husband--‘‘He speaks six
_words a year, -none to me,
watches 163 football games,
is attached to his car by an
umbilical cord, and for Christ-
mas gave me a gift certificate
for a flu shot."

Her children-- ‘My husband
and I would have separatedlong
ago _but nefther of us wanted
custody of the kids,

«My daughter wanted to-let
her hair grow, but I didnt
know she meant all of it in
front of her face. Did you

the house?

¢We got some Sea-horses to
give my younger son Some sex
information, But we didnt
realize the male sea-horse
bears the yomg. Boy, is that

kid mixed up!
: .

““MY THEORY about boys’bed-
rooms is that if you use enough

ever follow an eyeball around’

incense, you can hold your own
with the board of health,””

The speaker said her book,
‘At Wit's End," seems to be
‘a well-kept secret--the li-
brarles have waiting lists, and
the bookstores don't have a
single copy.

“'0f course. ! didn’t get BS
many Christmas cards this
year."

“It involves six depressicm
cycles in a woman’s year,’
she added. ‘They're two
moaths long, Which happily adds
up to a year.

1 thought of putting in some
sex, but didn* know how to hand~
le 1t, Igot my sex information
by sneaking chances:to read
the Faith Baldwin and Kathleen
Norrls books my mother used
to get out of the library,”

The columnist sald she en-
Joyed her television appearance
with Johnny Carson--*you talk
about what he wants to talk
about " and also a radio panel
appearance in Denver,

. The other panelists, she said,
were aplastic surgeon, ‘Tasked
him 1f he made house calls,"
a psychiatrist--, ‘he asked me
why 1 lie about my age,” and
physical fitness expert Debbie
Drake ‘who lies down on the
floor and the rest of her stands
at attention,

‘T felt‘ ke Twiggy’s bro~
e
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650-13 700-14
70013 735.14
650-14 * 750-14
695-14 77514

No limit on Mileage!

CUSTOM 'AUTOMATIC PUNCTURE - SEALING TIRE!
Hlll. 4-PLY HYLOH CORD TUBELESS WHITEWALL

ALL THESE SIZES 524, 00

800-14 885.14
825.14 900.14
850-14 670-15
855-14  775-15

No limit on speed!’

<‘5J.m

SAL

GREAT TIkE & AUTO CENTERS

1015 8005
15.15 82015
750-15 885415
45.15 90015

INSTALLED FREf. NO TRADE-IN REQUIRED.
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THE DISTINGUISHED EXCLUSIVE CUSTOM PRODUCT OF ONE
OF AMERICA'S MOST FAMOUS (BIG-4) MAKERS. NO FINER MADE!

- Do not confuse these automatic Puncture-Seal tires with tires described
as "Puncture-Protected” "Pdncture-Resistant” etc. These are e "BIG-4"
maker's genuine automatic full Puncture-Sealing tires. . .. There are no
finer quality Puncture-Sealing tires made. If you have priced genvine
Self-Sealing Puncture-Seal. tires you will realize what a staggering

Sorry, we cannot mention this "BIG-4" maker's name.

Guaranteed 42-Months against all road hazards; regardless of cause!
No limit on tread wear'

madi Tire 4 Auto Center In the U.S.A. 3
Pro-tated on the Actual low ey pﬂe-, NOT on the manufacturers list price.

PLUS 193 TO
3,38 FED, TAX
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PUNCTURE SEAL TIRES
ANY SIZE ONE AMAZING PRICE

LOOK AT ALL
YOU GET FOR 524 |
©'42-MONTH
GUARANTEE.
o PUNCTURE-SEAL
o WHITEWALL
o FULL 4-PLY
® NYLON CORD
© "BIG-4" MAKER

$

. COMPLETE

114 RIVETED LININGS 333,57

-

1 RELINE ALL {WHEELS

2 REBUILD ALL 4 BRAKE CYLINDERS
3TURN kw,mu[ 1 BRAKE DRUMS
4 REPACK FRONT WHEEL BEARINGS
S ADJUST BRAKES, RESTORE FLUID
6 YOUR AUTOUCEILE ROAD TESTED :
CHRYSLER PRODUCTS i 4 mnCEL STLMDERS §33.71

CUSTOM
ENGINEERED

ORGINAL
FQUIPMENT QUALITY

s o l
g
i

GUARANTEED 20,000 MILES

( BRAKE OVERHAUL | SHOCK ABSORBERS (BATTERY SALE

|GUARANTEED 48-MONTHS \—

160 On THY Lom SaL.

OUR VERY BEST, EXTRA HEAVY 0BTY
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