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‘Thurston Alone-Or With CompanyAs Cage Champ?

One champ? ban League.
Two champs?
Turee champs?
Friday night will provide the
~-answer 1n the Northwest Subur-

i
v
\
3
i
:
i
i

Nears Perfect

basketball?
1t could be.

A perfect Suburban Six Leag=
ue season for Bentley High in

As matters now stand, Thurs-
ton is n the driver’s seat with
an 8-l record and assured no

.less than a share of the flag.

DAN DOYLE {42), of Bentley ngh knocks Plymouth'
slowiag) to the floor in a mad scramble for a loose ball. The Referee was on top
of the plav and |s indicating a personal foul on Doyle.

Bentley Crushes Rocks

North Farmington and Oak
Park are rightbehind, each with
.2 9-2 mark. .
In Friday's season’s flnale,
it'll be Thurston vs. Oak Park

s ‘Greg Corrigan (head

Record

All Bentley has to do is to
win Friday night, That would
make the Bentley record read

By George Maskin’

®

10-0 in the loop.

The Livonfans must guard
against  a letdown, however,
since they have reigned as the

= observing sports

undisputed champs now for
three weeks in turning the race

into a one-sided affair.

Bentley also will be shooting
for an overall season’s markof

It's that time of the year again which is known

as ““The March Madness™ in Michigan.
— Well, to be exact, March doesn’t arrive until
Friday and the “Madness" doesn't start until Mon-

ay

The “Madness" isn't any movie, or TV flicker.
or re-run.

It's the annual Michigan State High School
basketball tournament which turns the folks from
the Ohio-Indiana border up to the farthest reaches
of the Upper Peninsula simply daffy for three
straight weeks.

In particular, if you happen to be cheering for
- onc¢ of the winning teams.

Big schools, as well as smaller ones, are

#ripped by the excitement of the fournament.

In many communities, business stops when it
comes time for the preps to take to the court.

There have been instances over the years
when_about all that's Jeft in a small town is cne
policeman. one fireman and maybe a nurse to
watch over the few patients unable to leave the
hospital.
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| THE BEAUTY OF the state tournament js that
¢ every varsity team in the state.gets the same shot
at- the golden honors — one of the four state
championships at stake. .
It's not like the NCAA meet where only 16
»; designated conference champs, plus a, few power-
=" fil independent squads like No. 1 ranked Houston,
~- are restricted to the competition.

The Michigan tourney is like a second season
* for the 700 state prep teams.

What happened between the opening of the

e -~ poputar season in late November and the finish on
© s the first weekend of March means nothing —
comes the state tourney.

There is no more consideration given to
the team which might have a 19-0 record than
the one that winds up with 0-18. .

Time was that in the Upper Peninsula, they did

seed the teams in the district meets to make sure

* that the two best weren't in the same half of the
bracket.

But it's never been that way below the Straits.

- The only rule that prevails is that a hdst team
can’t draw a bye in the districts.

Otherwise, you dig into a hat or box . . .
pull slips to determine who plays whom.

Coaches have been known to grumble over this
setup. So have newspapermen.

We have sugpested — to no avail — that the
state wait until late in the season before.assigning
teams to their district meets.

In this way, regular-season performances
could he taken into consideration and threc
rated teams might not wind up in the same
district, while anotksr district draws no mnk-
ed contenders,

But the schools obviously don’t want it that
way . .. and the majority naturally must rule.

Just how the tourney affects the state is prov-
ed by the record sellouts every year at the finals
in East Lansing.

Minus the regular daily newspapers here-
abouts, the word probably eluded you that the 1968
windup at Michigan State has follpwed precedent.
No more tickets remain for any of the three ses-
sions — the Class B in the morning, the Class C-D
in the afternoon and the Class A at night,

And, mind you, it already has been an-
nounced that there will be statewide television
of this year's finals!

The response to the tournament is a tribute to
ay the kids play basketball in the state of
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I._IL\L,QIS better cvery year.
"= This is obvious by scanning the rosters at
Mighigan and Michigan State, which more and
more are turning to homegrown talent to develop
fheir teams.

It’s also to be noted that Michigan bcys are
starring elsewhere in the Big Ten and in the
country.

vove

17-2 and to be in a winolng
frame of mind when the dise
trict  tournament opens next
week at Franklin, .

Loop victory No, 9 for Bent=
ley came at the hands of Ply=
mouth, $6-38, in one of the
lowest scoring games the state

* prep ranks have seen this sea=
son. .
. e

THE SCORE read 9-9 after
one quarter, which has to be
some kind of a record.

It was 20-18 for Bentley at
halftime ... probably another
mark,

. Then Bentley went to work,
outscored Plymouth 18=6,4n the
third period and the rest was
pretty easy,

It was Senlor Night at Bent-
ley and Coach George Fefles
started some of his 12th grad=
ers who have spenta falr amount
of time onthe bench this season.

This no doubt explains the
low=scoring by Bentley before
the intermisston, N

KehBollin and Walt Blancha
each tossed in six points in
the third period when Bentley
made its big move while Ply~
mouth was held to only two
baskets and two free throws.

In the second half, Bentley
outscored Plymouth, 36-20.

Bollin wound up with 12
polnts, well under his season’s
average of 20. Dan Doyle_had
eight and Jim Powers six for
the winners.

Mike Kublk scored 12 and
Greg Corrigan eight for Ply-
mouth, which never could get
its offensive clicking against
the mighty giants of Bentley.

’ Prep Sports
| Schedule

msxi-n.uu.

Keltering at Fammington
Grover 5t Noreh Farmington
Pontiac Northern at Stevensoa
Trenton' at Plymouth

- Redford Union at Allen Park
Franklin at G|
SR s Tharston
Bentley at Belleville

Opening of state district tourna-

ments.
WRESTLIN
RIDAY-: s:rn,nwn
Reglonain a1 John Gleon .
MG
URSDAY
Cllun:rﬂlk a Sevenson
Flymou Trenton
Allcn Park a mmra Tnlon.
Belleville at

oax”
Noruiwgse Suburban League
e GimNASTICS

DNESDAY
Chrrn:rvﬂle at North Farme

Have you visited
the glameeous

Over 21
?

Cocktail Lounge
Restaurant

on top
the Quo Vads Theater
Wayne foad at Warren

and North Farmington vs.
Groves,
The *“If's™* are these:

1--A Thurston victory as--

sures the Townshippers the
champlonship outright.
2--Should Oak Park and
North Farmington both win,
there'd be a three-way tle for

the flag.

3--Should Oak Park and*
North Farmington bothlose, the
honors would be split between
Thurston and Oak Park.

Thurston had to resortto 2
final period uprising to beat
“Groves, 65-54, Friday,

It was the same for Ozk Park
against® Franklin, as the
Parkers outscored Franklin,

- 18-8, In the final efght min-

utes to squeeze out a 66-64
triumph.

North Farmington had the
easlest time of the three front-
Tunnérs, posting a 75-56 runa-
way-over Glenn.

Here’s the story of the three

games: .
THURSTOM - GROVES

The teams playedonvirtually

even terms for three periods.’
After one quarter it was 15-
12 for Groves, Thurston took
a 30-29 lead at halftime and
held a 48-46 advantage at the
three-quarter mark.

In the final stanza, “things
just began to work the right
way for us," nccardlng to
Thurston Coach Mike Paster-
nak,

In particular, it was Thurs-
ton’s zone defense that virtuale
1y stopped Groves cold, The
Birmingham team was held to
eight points in the last period.

Urban Rice paced the final-
stanza- uprising by Thurston,
He nolched eight polnts to fin-
1sh the evening with 17.

Individual honors for the win-
ners went to Dale Joyce with
18 polnts. Tim Forbes also
closed in double figures, scor-
1ing 12 polnts.

Steve Manz and Mins Brown
scored 17 and 16 polnts, re-
spectively, for the Groves teafn,

The victory upped Thurston’s
overall season's mark to 12-5,

OAK PARK - FRANKLIN

Here was a game that came
within a whisker of producing.
probably the biggest upset of
the season in the leagyg.

Franklin had only won once
in 14 games before taking the

floor against the strong quin-

tet from Oak Park.

Yet, Franklin took an 18-16
lead into the first period, upped
the margin ‘to four at halftime
and to eight golng into the last
quarter.

But with viclory staring the trying to cope with a pressing This, combined with some 1in bld for a stunning victory
Franklin players In the face, defense Oak Park threw up in il success whén it counted at  that would have 'knocked Oak
they Suddenly ran mmpromems the closing stages, the foul ling, rulned the Frank- Continued On Pagg 38
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MICHIGAN'S LARGEST ANTENNA DEALER

L CHGANS LitisT AT BELEr
HERSHEL LOWERS INSTALLATION-
'PRICES on COLOR TV ANTENNAS!

‘.?PE $2500 NOW on this ANNOUNCING ANOTHER FIRST!
DETROIT AREA" FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY, WE

'3_3@-’.3 ey WILL INSTALL ANY TV ANTENNA
KIMENT VHFUE-FM and ROTOR ON YOUR ROOF.OR

COL.OR
QUTDOOR ANTENNA and
CHANNEL MASTER

| Avtomatic 9512

CHIMNEY- with your Accessories

OUR REG. 540.00 LABOR PRICE*
For This CUSTOM INSTALLATION

TV ROTOR o gur.. 52 6%
THIS WEEK ONLY ... & WHETHER YOU BUY One Lowddn

THE ANTENNA FROM HERSHEL OR NOTI!

NO HIDDEN EXTRAS!
OVER 10,000 SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

HERSHEL'S POLICY

ONE-YEAR WARRANTY
HERSHEL guarantess to replace without chargs .
any defective antenna instalied with our parts
and instaliotion craw within ONE FULL YEAR
after purchase and NO EXTRA COST FOR LABOR!

You.Get
Both.For..

. 49°

jo Specially designed for this are

and COLOR i d
CAI.I. 837-6390 Today!
FOR FREE- COLOR ANTENNA CONSULTATION

&

GE * RCA
RAYTHEON

yoUR CHOICE

® Guaranteed 1-YEAR

o 48 |

U
tuses vesteo FREE! ar oun tomars
MOST NEw COLOR TUBES IN STOCK

HERSHEl’S GUARANTEES to BEAT* ANY.LOCAL
CATALOG STORE PRICES or your your MONEY BACK! ‘
BRING IN ANY COMPETITOR'S CATALOG & COM-

PARE OUR PRICES ON ELECTRONIC PARTS AT OUR
~5 DISCOUNT STORES! You've Go? Nothing To Losel

HERSHEI.’S VIOH’T BE_UNDERSOLD!
MICHIGAN BANKARD

and SECURITY CHARGE
CREDIT Available

LINCOLN PARK
1766 Fort St.

‘ MAIN STORE
17700 Gd, River | 5245 Gd. River

MADISON HUGHTS TASTSIDE

29467 John R 14175 E. 7 Mile

Near Linwsed Hudien Shep-Catr. Neer Gratior Newr Sauthfisld “ .« ® Tdke

Thurs. Fri. 9:30-9 | Dally 9:30 t0 & | Thurs. Fris12 to9{ Thurs, Fri. 9:30-9) Thors. fri. 9:30.9 BANRED wpte
Dally 9:30 to §_| Dally 9:30 0 & | Dally 9:30 o & % \2-Years

541-3665 | DR 2-9650| DU 2.0131% to puy

-3

VER STORES OPEN SUNDAY 11105

down

Make banking é:lisy for yourself

You can|nail

anrovement loan
‘inour 80 offices /
and Six of them are
right amund home

Stop in if you want to get started on a new room, o N
a new roof, a new furnac
takes money to make your home nicer. Or tell your
dealer or contractor you;want to take advantage

‘Grand River-Middlebelt » Twelve
‘Wayne: Wﬂmn * Ann Arbor Trail

ahome

'MIDDLEBELT

* SCHOOLCRAFT

PLYMOUTH

e—anything that

DETROIT

of low Detroit Bank & Trust rates, five years

to pay, and no down payrient. We make ourselves BANK.

easy to find. Just look for the Indian closest - & TRUST

to home, or to work. or to wherever you are in .

and around Detroit. - i/ 119 years of service and security .
- X -

Family B;mlunx Ccmtn at Lake Pointe Vlllnze * Ann Arbor Road:] Ld]:y . 1

?‘le—omlﬂrd Lake Roa B v
erriman



