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A citizens committee headed by De-

{iolt attorney Jason L. Honigman 1s seek-
ine a state constitutional amendment to
make judges appointive rather than elec-
tive,
- With the help of the League of Women
‘Vaters and the Michigan Jaycees headed
by Livenian Pat Duggan, the Citizens Com-
mittee for Judictal Selection and Tenure
must ftie Some 250,000 valid petition
signatures by the end of June in order
t, gut the question on’ the November
ballot.

Honlgman s the author of ‘Michigan
Court Rules Annotated” and was the
1456 Republican candidate for state at-
torney generat.

1l points aut, however, that the pro-
posal has bipartisan support.

Putitions will be placed In Wrigley’s,
_Packer’s, K-Mart, Farmer Jack's and

Federal stores, among other places.
P

THE PROPOSAL, AS outlined in the
committee’s statement, is this: .

4 Judges should be selected for office
by nomination of three candidates by a
commission composed of laymen and
lawyers, with an odd number of voting
members, .

“A majority of the commission should
be laymen (rather than lawyers) appoint-
ed by the governor on a bipartisan basis.

- *The lawyer members should be ap-
polnted by the State Bar Commission on
a bipartisan basis.”

From this iist of three nominees, the

governor would make the fudiclal ap-

polntment.,
. *

WHAT CHECK does the public have?

Should Our Jud

Yes, Says A Top Lawyer, Proposing

The committee statement goes on:

“After 2 prellminary term of three
years, the judge should be presented for
vote by the public on a ballet as.to
whether he shall be retained in office,

“It approved by the electorate, the
judge’s tenure in office shall be for a
term of years ending upon reaching age
71" (This is a round-about way of Say-
ing he has, in effect, a lifetime job.)

The (nominating) commission shall be
constituted on a statewlde basis for ap-
pointments to the Supreme Court and the

.Court of Appeals,

#There shall be separate commissions
covering regional areas for appointment
of judges to all other courts.

“A fudge’s tenure In office should
be,at all times, conditioned upoh good
behavior and capacity to perform his

es

duties, .

“Toward this end, a permanent agency
should be established to investigate com-
plaints against the conduct of judgés
with authority to institute judicial pro-
ceedings for their discipline or removal,”
the commiltee says,

P

WHAT’S WRONG with Michigan's pres-
ent system of picking its judges in elec-
tions? The Honigman committee makes
this case against it:

1.The “bedsheet ballot,” In an inter-
view, Honigman pointed to a 1965 De-
troft election with 137 names on the pri-
mary ballot. Voters hardly know the
men, let alone their qualifications. Asa
result, ‘“name'’
picked,

2, Reluctance of good lawyers to run,

Be 4

candidates are often

election and have to build their prac-
tices all over; they would have to take
time ' off from the bench to campaign
for re-election; they inevitably become
politically indebted to those who helped
them conduct thelr campalgus.

3,The high cost of campaigning. This
can run up to $150,000 in Detroit.

Michigan’s problers, says Honigman,
is not so much corrupt judges as mediocre
judges, He declined to name anyone in
particular, however,
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THE HONIGMAN PLAN is similar to
the so-called “Missouri plan® in many
respects, but the veteran attorney points
out there are a number of differences:

Michigan's nominating panel would have
-a majority of non-lawyers. i

Michigan judges would have three years

pointive?

A Constitutional Amendment

They could be washed out in the next®

--rather than one, as in Missouri--before
facing = public vote,

Michigan judges would have life ap-
pointments, during goodbehavior, whereas
Missour! appellate judges have 12-year
terms and trial. judges. six or four-
year terms.

Michigan nominating panels wouldcover
all courts, including the new district
courts that will repiace the municipal
and justice of the peace courts, The
Missouri plan applies only to appellate
judges and to trial judges at the circpit
and probate level in the two major metro~
politan areas; it doesn’t apply to any
lower court judges. !

Michigan's nominating panel would have
to be bipartisan, Missourl has no such
requirement, .

+ Michigan’s nominating. panelists. would
have three-year terms and a two-term
limit. Missouri has no'such limitation,

School Aid Battle Rages

In Collision Of Giants

Bv DOM HOENSHELL

LANSING--Steersman of the
state school ald drive for non-
ublic schools started a year
‘earlier than they intended “be-
‘cause of the chaos in elament«
ary and secondary education.”

© The first caught

The campaign was started
for the non-public schools by
the Committee for Educational
Freedom (CEF) and is oper-
ated In Lansing through the
Michigan Catholic Conference.

analysis

caught by surprise, but they
rotaliated quickly. The State
D of

The Observer

re-

found that 99 per cent of the
private schools in Michiganare

Lansing by surprise, and there
was easy going until the pube
lic schools countered last weak.

Lerislators, trapped between
powerful forces, have to make
a decision, The sheer welght
of puditc school pressure and
the sick blitz of the private
schuols are overwhelming.,

.

THEY HAVE REDUCED the
public statements of non-spon=
~ors in the Legislature to:

“l can’t. make up my mind
antil 1 see the bill” and “‘There
séem to be a number of con-
«titutional questions.”

i REP. THOMAS L. BROWN
i ReLansing

and 96 per
cent of these are Cathoilc. The
CEF banner allows the bishops
to disclaim even a2 remote in-
terest and places the campaign
in the hands of laymen, pub-
licly non-denominational, going
about doing good.

A

MORE THAN 100,000 letters
have poured into the capitol
here, and Gov, Romney’s of-
fice and key lawmakers have
given up any idea of answer
ing them.

All Inquiries to Deardon’s
office or tolesser ranking bish~
ops are referred to CEF.,

The public schools were

SEN. GEORGE FITZGERALD
D-Grosse Pointe

fuses comment and is observe
ing the scene with detachment,

The CEF campaign came at
a desperate time, when proper=
ty tax assessments In most
areas were boosted to 50 per
cent of cash value, the state
incomeé tax was imposed, gaso=
line taxes--and even marriage
license fees--were Increased.

s e e

PUBLIC SCHOOL officials
are raising constitutionalques-
tions when the issueisfinancial
and political. Non-lawyers are
blooming as experts on the basic
law of the land.

The $ 1 d

. threat of teacher strikes if

substantial rafses arenot forth-
coming.

CEF spokesmen argue that
the $21 milllon they ask for
non-public  schools is little

.enough to avert the chaos if

they closed and sent 330,000
children to the public schools,

One of the top CEF spokes-
men in Lansing {s Dr. J.C.
Neering, ‘head of radiology at
St. Lawrence Hospital here.
He said it would cost Michigan
up to $1 billion to take over
the non-public schools, taxes
and all.

“The GI Bill was deemed
constitutional in the Post World
war T days and allowed gov-
ernment dollars to follow the
student to the school of his
choice, whether public or pri=
vate, so the tradition has been

"

for an additional $71 millicn
in school aid to maintain their
own standards and meet the

REP. J. BOB TRAXLER
D-Bay City

GOP Leader Ford

Hints

Implications  of  political
} scandals involving Vice Pres-
} (dent Hubert Humphrey were
! made by House Minority Lead-
! er Gerald R, Ford Saturday
1 night at the annual Lincoln Day
 dinner held by the 15th Con-
+ gressional District Repub-
; ticans,

The district, which includes
Garden City and Westland, had
its teaders listen to Ford say
that the American people are
fiot getting honesty In govern-
ment from the Johnson Admin-
istration,

Although he didn’t refer to

{ Humphrey by name, Ford said
4 that *the smell of scandal now
. enveloping the Johnson Admin-
! istration is seeping out from
high places--in fact, 2 place
right next to the ultimate seat
of power,"

..The Republican deador re-
forred to two cases involving
Minnesota compantes, with the
word Minnesota underlined in
“the text of the speech,
Humphrey's home state 1 Min-
nesota, where he was a Sen-
ator,

e
. “THEKE IS A stench in the
i “‘Agency for International Deve-
i Jlopment, It emanates from ac-
_geptance of kickbacks from for-
i8lgn contractors and favors
Y irom party girls, falsificationof
i travel vouchers of $260,000 of
l  porthless battery additive from

C8outh Vietnam, allowed 2 Min-
nesota (underlined) firm to wn-
Joad nearly $4 million of junky

~gearmaking machinery inlndia,

 and other cases,

‘ “qq the Small Business Ad-
ministration, we find special
Mandling of.2 bidding eligibility
certificate so that a $13.3 mil-

i..lion Post Office Department

t VP Scandal

contract went to a now-defunct
firm, againlocated in Minnesota
{underlined) In a deal that went
sour and smacks of favors re-
turned for politicial favors re-

ceived,"”
Ford also indirectly accused
an

American people after the price
spiral damage is done?

“Why does the Adminls-
tration carry out its spy ship
operations so carelessly that
this nation is humiliated by 2
fifth-rate communist power?'"

of urb:
riots, "

“We are now threatened witl
a second civil war-.between
the forces of law and order in
this country and the black mili-
tants,

“Remember Vice President
Humphrey saying he might lead
a revolt himsett if he had to
live under slum conditions?*?
Ford asked, ,

“There is no excuse for the
conditions he spoke of. But
there is also is no excuse for
a Vice President of the United
States encouraging rioting by
his words,"

e
. IN OTHER  POLITICAL
barbs thrown at the Johnson
Administration, Ford said that
the White House ‘has a lot of
explaining to do'’ and listed the
Vietnam War, inflation, and the
seizure of a Navy (ntelligence
ship by North Korea in January

s a few examples.

¢Why doesthe President brag’

about'84 months of what he calls
wninterrupted prosperity when
1t 1s splashed with the blood af
Vietnam and when his own Labor
Department reveals that in-
flation has robbed the American
worker of every so-called wage
galn he made during the past
two years, Ford said.

“Wny did the President do
nothing about inflation in 1966
when demand was running
wild? And why does he now
seek to ram an {ncome fax
increase down the throatsofthe

he leader lam-
pooned Johnson for comparing
himself with Abraham Lincoln,
the first Republican President.
“Would you attach an ‘Honiest
Lyndon’ name-tag to the man
whose protege was the notorious
Bobby Baker of Senate in-
Tuence-peddling fame, the man
‘whose administration has pro-
duced an every-widening cred-
ibility gap?”
- .
FORD ALSO REMINDED his
listeners that Johnson, during
the 1964 presidential campalgn,
told the voters that he would
not ‘‘send American boys to
the job that Asian boys should
be doing’” in South Vietnam.
*The chiet reason there is
a gap between the Johnson Ad-
ministration and the American
people 1s that the people have
been misled nearly every step
of the way on Vietnam--the
same could be said about other
issues.”

Bob Hurley, Wayne State Un-
iversity’s wrestling coach,
wrestled colleglatelyat the Uni-
versity of Michigan,

Ernle Heyman's 43-2 record
in foil competition for Wayne
State University’s fencing team
established a WSU record for
wins in one season in foll com-
petition,
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THE BILL, sponsored in the
Senate by Senator George S.
Fitzgerald (D-Detrolt) and in
the House of Representatives.
Tom Brown (R-Lansing), andJ.
Bob Traxler (D-Bay City) and

. 47 others, is uniquely drafted.

Its first two pages and first
five sectfons argue for its pas=
sage and establishment of a
public policy in the state, and
invokes the police power (safe~
ty, security and public welfare.)

The bill states that the state
saves approximately $200 mil~

Mon a year by the existence’

of non-public schools, thatnon=
public school enrollment has
dropped 30,000 students since
1964 and the increased annual
cost to public schools is $18
million.

“It is in the best interest
of the taxpayers of the state
and school districts for non=
public elementary and secon=-
dary schools to contlnue thelr
operation since their ‘closing
would impose immediate bur-
dens upon the state and public
school districts to continue
their operation to support the
cost of education of children
enrolled in such non-public
schools in the public schools,?”
the bill says.

. .

THE BILL PROVIDES edu-
cational grants of $100 a year
to parents of high school stu-
dents in non-public schools and
specifies that the child must
take four of nine general
courses. .

Elementary school children’s
_parents would get $50 a year
if they took two of six courses,
If efther took less than the two
or four courses, his parents
would recelve $25 per course.

“No educational grants shall
be paid or used for any courses
in religlous doctrine or wor=
ship,” the bill says,

In inner-city areas or others
deslgnated as deprived by the
State Board of Education, the
grants. would be $75 and $150.

.o

THE ISSUES are politicaldy-
namite,

Legislators recalled to The
Observer Newspapers that the
travall in-the 1950’s over the
purchase of Boys’ Tralning
School land in Lansing by the
Catholic chirch and 2 Jewish
synagogue. The 1and sales were
made.

‘They remember the 1965bat-
tle over the offering of auxiliary
services—-such as busing of
students--of - public schools to
the non-public schools, Thebill
passed and s pow law, :

Lawmakers are being bom-
barded with' arguments from
Dboth sides.

They freely acknowledge that
the way. the vote bends will
depend  upon  the - ‘clas
forces--and on the avatlability
of tax money.

public

affairs

ELECTRONIC LEGISLATORS -- This sketch shows
a consultant's idea of how law makers’ dpsks should
be arranged if the Michigan Legislature proceeds with
plans for a new state capitol building. Desks would
be arranged in semi-circles; floors would slope so
that rear seats would be higher than front seats, making

for better visibility both
electronically signal the

ways; legislators would
House speaker or Senate

presiding officer for permission to speak, rather than
waving their hands; and legislators would be able to

view existingbillsandproposed amendmentson closed- .

circuit TV screens.

Lower Court
Plan Would -

Upgrade JP’s

Several municipal judge and
township justice of the peace
groups are propesing lower
court reform bills that would
upgrade the JP Courts by mak-
ing them all wnunicipal courts.

Backers say such a change
would remove two basic objec~
tons to the JP system: All
Judges would have tobe lawyers,
and the fee system would be
ended.

Under the fee system, JP’s
are paid only when a person
1s convicted,

A prime proponent of this
type of reform is Plymouth
Township JP James E. Mc=
carthy,

PR

THE MICHIGAN Legislature
1s considering aconstitutionally,
required reform of the lowe]
court system. Most reform
plans would set up broad dis-
tricts for lower courts and
have court revenues sent to
county or“sule levels.

That type of reform has been
roundly eriticized by municipal
judges and JP’s because they

would have to run in bigger

districts and because local units
of government would lose court
revanues!

MeCarthy and Judge Calvin
C. Rock jof East Detrolt have
placed their names at the top
of a proposal to keep the courts
Jocal and let the local units
keep court revenues.

Their memo says they have
the backing of munlcipal judges
and justices of the peace assoe
clations in both Wayne and Ma-
comb counties.

. . x

THEY SAY the effect of their
plan is to expand the municipal
court system, where judges
must be lawyers, into the clties
and townships that have the JP
system, in which no spectal
training is required before 2
man ascends the bench.

Whereas a new system of
district courts could bring in
many new judges, the McCar-
thy-Rock proposal says that
¢by using a grandfather clause,
experienced men could be re-
tained.”

By requiring that future can-

didates be lawyers, they say,
«the upgrading of the system
would take place.”

PR

OTHER ADVANTAGES they
cite are these;

“This would retain local
courts in their political sub-
divisions.

«By retaining court revenues
in the township, the expenses
of malntenance of the court

1 could then be met from these
revenues, as well as making
any excess funds available for
such items as their own local
police or other budget needs.

«“This would empower the
-Supreme Court toestablishunl-
form rules for ail lower court
systems.”

They add that the venue
statute could be strengthened
to “insure that ‘court shopping’
is ellminated,” Court shopping
is the practice of some plain~
tiffs-notably the state polica-~
of taking cases to courts that
will give them fast, favorable
service.

PR

BACKERS OF the district
court plan, however, will find
one flaw in the McCarthy-Rock
plan: It doesn’t provide for
fulltime judges.

The district courts would
have the effect, in all but the
state’s largest cities, of com=
bining several cities and town=
ships into a district. District
Judges would be fullime men
and, under most -proposals,
would ba paid a salary of $20,~
000 a year or more.

The district court backers,
therefore, are likely to find
fault with a plan that allows
part-time judges at low sal-
arfes.

—_—

“Flower Animals’"

Sea anemones are delicate
ufjower animals’ but they are
extremely dangerous when ap-
proached too closely. Their hol-
low tentacles each have a pol-
sonous barb with which they
plerce and paralyze their vic-
tims,

C onservati!ves
To Make Bid
For Power

Christian F. Powell, ex-
chairman of the Oakland--1%h
District Republican committee,
has added his endorsement to
a Michigan conservative state
convention scheduled March 9
in Grand Rapids. ’

Announced purposeswillbeto
set up a statewide conservative
organization, adopt policy posi-
tions and conduct a preferential
poll of pre

a split in his home ranks,
Pgwell, a|West Bloomfield
Tawnship atforney, currently
heads a rump GOP group in
the Oakland County portion of
the 19th C District, .
He was ousted from his of-
fictal party post when the 1967
Republican state convention re-
fused to recognize his group's

Actual purpose s more like-
ly to be to’marshal conserva-
tive forces prior to county and
state GOP conventfons,

PR

THE SPRING

credentfals and instead seated
a headed by John
Cartwright, | also of West
Bloomfield,

..

THE BATTLE IS expected
to be renewed March 27 at the

state convention will pick dele-
gates to the national conven-
tion, where the presidential
candidate will be nominated,

Conservatives are sore at
Gov, George Romney for his
fajlure to support 1964 presi-
dential nominee Barry Gold-
water.

If the conservatives canelect
some of their group to national
delegate posts, they can seri-
ously embarrass Romney, who
would be seeking the presi-
dential nomination himself with

district GOP Dele~
gates were glected from local
precincts In the 1966 primary.
Attendancé at the March §
state consefvative convention
in Grand Rapids is open to ¢
“any Republican In the state"
wha will sign a membership
application tothis conservative
effort and pay a nominal reg-
istration fee,' according toan
official announcement,
Keynoter | will be Phylils
Schlafly,. author of '‘A Choice
Not an.Echb" and “Safe--Not

Sorry.", i

Over 657
Medicare

(Editor’s Note: This is tha
seventh in a series of articles
by Sam F. Test, Social Security
District Manager in the Detroit-
Northwast Office, telling what
the Sacial Security Amendments
of 1967 mean to you and your
family.) *

‘About 1.4 milijon people over
65 who missed out on signing
up for the supplementary med-
ical insurance under medicare
-~ which helps pay doctors’
bills and other medical bills

not covered under hospltal in- "

surance -- will also miss out
on some new benefits unless
they take advantageof theperiod
now open to enroll, provided
by recent legislation.

These people will be retei-
ving an application blank in the
mall soon which will give them
through April 1 to Indlcate whe-
ther or not they want the sup-
plementary coverage, If they
sign up by April 1, their cov-
erage will begin July 1.

‘The premium paldby the per-
son who enrolls on time will
be-$4 a month, matched dollar
for dollar by the Government --
50 the nsurance is worth twice
the amount of the premiums
people pay for it

. .

THOSE WHO MISS out on
this second chance to take the
supplementary protection will
have to walt another year, and
pay a premjum that is 10 per«
cent higher for each full year
they could have had the med-
fcal insurance, but were not
enrolled,

Those now enrolling, who for
a year or longer had been eli-
glble but had mot signed up,
will pay an additional premium
of 40 cents a month above the
34, .
A person wh is not enrolied
for medical Insurance may
henceforth enroll during the
first three months of any year,
provided this perlod begins
within three years after he had

Check
Benefits -

his first opportunity to enroll.

People already 65 or older
who do not have medical Insur-
ance may enroll throughAprill,
1968; 1f they do not enroll by
that date, |they will have to
wait until 1969 for another op-
portunity to do so.

It you are the'son or daugh-
ter or guardian of an elderly
parent who s a bit.forgetful
or has reading difficulty, and
you are not sure whether he
or she is signed up for medi- ,
cal insurance, we suggest you
check, to see whether that el-
derly person got the letter in
January, offering this opportun~
ity to enroll. . .

You mayjwant to advise him,
or help him be sure the ap-
plication for this Important pro-
tection 1s mafledback: Remem -~
ber, more|than nine out of 10
people over 65 already have it.

Businessmen
For Peace
Will Meet

The Busiess Executives
Move for :Vietnam Peacs will
host a public meeting at 11:30
a.m, Sunday, March 3, in the
Studio -8 Theatre, Greenfield
and W. Eight Mile, in South-
field,

The program will include a
33-minute| motion picture,
+Vietnam: An Eye-WitnessRe=
port,” presented by Davld Sch-
oenbrun, .

Edward Lamb, former mem-
ber of the Federal Communica-
tons Commission and indust-
rialist, willdiscuss ‘*Vietnam’s
Impact on American Business-
men,”

Harold {Berry, chairman n&’
tho Detroft ghaplar of the Busi-
ness Executives Move forViet=
nam Peace, announces that the
sesslon, with refreshments, is
open to!the public without
charge: |

]



