Page 20% Observer Newspapers

"Open Housing: Constitutional Or Moral Issue?

- ‘Wednesday, February 28,.1968

What was billed as a debate
on open housing turned into a
disgpssion of the unconstltu-
tiongl polnts of pending Mich-
1gan open housing legislation
versus the moral responsibility
of citizens to favor the issve.

“The audlence. at the Farm-
ington Knights of Columbus so-
clal meeting Wednesday evening
heard Michigan Sen. George
Kuhn (Rep.-14th Dist) outline
areas of pending open housing
legislation which he felt were
1n violation of the basic rights
of citizens,

At no time did he state he
was against open housing itself,
merely the means by which
ft was being brought about.
Neither did he speak in favor
of any possible legislation in
the fleld whichwould be sultable
to him,

..

KUHN’S OPPONENT was
Kenneth Bannon, UAW-CIO
regional director andchiefneg-
otiator of the Ford contract,
He expressed his moral views
as a citizen in favor of fair
“housing legislation,

Sannon sald that he could
recognize pitfalls in pending
legislation, however, he felt
that the “moral obligation was
more important than the legal
obligation,” .

The present and controver-

' sfal legislation under study,
called House Bill 2035, has
been termed ‘one of the tough-
est open housing bills in the
United States,” Kuhn sald, 't
is not a simple bill like some
cities have passed,’

To support his views, Kumn
presented a list of ways in which
he felt citizen’s constitutional
rights would be violated should
the present bill under study be
passed,

P

“THE CIVIL RIGHTS Com-
misston could force a personto
testify against himself,” Kuhn
sald, “It would be costly to
vindicate himself if the com-
plaint were false, yet the false
complatner would have the full
use of state faclitles and mon-
ey.” In the meantlme while a
Jjudgment is being debated, sale
of the property would be held
up for as much as 90 days,
he satd. :

One of Kuhn’s prime ob-

- fections to House Bill 2035 Is
the power it would give the
governor-appolnted, not elect-
ed, Civil Rights Commission,

A $1 or $2 thousand fine,
and these (Ines are accumula-
tive Kuhn sald, could be issued
without due process of law. All
the state must do is prove a
preponderance of evidence, he
continued, which 1s against the
present court idea that a per-
son is innocent until proven
guilty beyond a reasonable
doubt,

IN AN ATTEMPT to dis-
prove Kuhn's theory that the
Civil Rights Commission would
be all-powertul in open housing
legislation, Bannon stated that
the power of the Commission
was not due to pending legis-
lation, but to the State Con-
stitution,

*q¢ the Civil Rights Com-
misston should be less power-
ful, changes should be made
in the Constitution with no ad-
verse effect on pending legis-
1ation,” Baanon said,

Freedom of speech by real
estate agents, freedom of as-
soctation, and viclatlon of the
law of contracts are other vi-
olations of citizens’ rights that
could result Uf House Bill 2035
should pass, Kuhn sald,

1 “A contract must have two
willing partles,’ he explained.
The present open housing bill
would permit a third party--
the government--telling an-

Expensive Book
Sold In Germany

A book priced at $475 per
copy was published recently in
Munich, Germany, It is a
750-copy colored facsimile ed-
ition of Peter Apian’s mammoth
work on astronomy, ‘‘Astron.
omicum Caesareum,"” first

other party what to do, he said.
Py

ALTHOUGH NOT professing
to be 2 lawyer, Kuhn ralsed
two legal questions, First was
the “right to acquire property

LEGISLATIVE DOINGS h

Packages up to 30 pounds for
American military persounel
served by Army and Fleet Post
Offices overseas now can be
sent by alr transportation at
special low rates, Livonia Post-
master Arthur Jenkins pointed
out Monday.

‘“Area residents using this
new alrlift service will get
much faster delivery on par-
cels tomilitary personnel over-
seas,” Jenkins sald, He sald
the alrlift is avaflable on a
space-avallable basls upon pay-
ment of the domestic parcel
post surface rate plus a flat
$1 tee,

Packages weighing up to 30
pounds and not more than 60
inches in combined length and
girth qualify for the new special
airlift rates,

.

POSTAL PATRONS can get
the afrlift service on packages
mailed to all military person-
nel at APO and FPO addres-
ses overseas, 3pd in Alaska,
Hawail and Puerto Rico, Jen-
kins noted that the new airlift
also applies to parcels malled
back to the States by service-
men from these military post
offices,

Parcels on which the §1 fee
1s pald get air transportation
all the way--from here to the
port of embarkation, and from
there to the overseas base.
Postal patrons formerly had to
pay alr parcel post rates to
get similar service,

Jenkins said that in many
instances the new airlift rates
are considerably below com-
parable alr parcel post charges,
He cited these examples:

@A mother here sending &
15-pound package toher son
In Vietnam pays $4.30 for
the new airlift service. The

Small Wells

Two-thirds of the nation’s
oll wells are classified as
“stripper wells,” meaning that
they can produce only a few
‘barrels a day, Together, how-
ever, they produce 485 milllcn
barrels a year,

This exceeds the combined
annual output of all the wells in
Oklahoma, Wyoming and New
Mexico, Stripper well flelds
In 25 stales are estimated to
contaln one-fifth of the natlon's

free from discrimination, Sec-
ond were cases In court oo
the powers of the Civil Rights
Commission.

Omissions from House Bill
2035 which Kuhn felt were un-

ave the attention of State Senator George Kuhn {center)
and AUW Vice President Ken Bannon (at podium) during program at the Farmi
Knights of Columbus meeting. Leo Meagher (left) server as moderator.

Offer Low Mail Rates
For Air Packages To Gls

air parcel post rate forthe
same package 1s $12.08,
® An efght-pound package going
from here to Frankfort,
Germany, costs $1,90 tnder
the alriift service, The alr
parce] rate is $4.23,
. Jenkins pointed out, however,
that it is not always to the
maller’s advantage to use the
airlift service, On some light
packages, alr parcel post rates
may -be lower than the air-
1ft charges,

*“/Postal patrons should check
with the Post Office for in-
formation on the best way to
mail parcels to servicemen
overseas,” he emphasized,

Y

‘THE NEW AIRLIFT service
went into effect Monday, It was
authorized under the postal rate
bill signed into law December
16 by President Johnson,

Jenkins explained that the
regular postage on parcels
malled to servicemen overseas
is based on the distance the
package Is hauled within. the
United States, No charge Is
made for carrying the package
between the U.,S, port and the
overseas base,

Untll Monday airlift for par~
cels to servicemen overseas
was  restricted to. packages
welghing up tofive pounds, Upon
payment of the regular parcel
post rates, these packages get
servicé transportation to the
port of embarkation and are
airlifted from there tothe over-
seas posts on & space avall-
able basis,

There s no charge for this

DENTURE OXYGEN CLEANSER

supporters of the bi1l.”

Bannon took issue with the
omission of religlous institu-
tions saying that these groups
are supporting the bill because
it is what they belleve in, not
‘because the bill does not apply
to them,

fair included the lack of ap-
plication to two family resi-
dences, rental rooms where
the owner {5 a resident and
religious Institutions which he
sajd are “ooe of the prime *

rostrum with no 1dea of debat-

Kuhn’s views o the con-
stituttonality of House Bil12035,
but rather to present his feel~
ing on open housingasacitizen,

s ..

HE BASES HIS beliets oo
three polnts: B

1. As an American andMich-
igan citizen, he doesn’t think
any- citizen- should be denied
a right,

2, The morality of the ques-
tHon.

3. He believes it. is fool-
hardy to fight what is to take
place,

In an appeal to the emotions
and the desire to do what is
right, Bannon cited the Dec-
laration of dth

Bannon took the speaker’s °

that he believed that the moral
obligation was more {mportant
than the legal obligation,

Bannon cited pitfalls in the
popular theory of open housing
objectars that property values
will go down i open housing
comes about,

He said it is his bellef that
“the Negro doesn’t lower prop-
erty values.,” Generally the
value has come down in a
nelghborhood before the Negro
moves in, be said, That 1s why
he 1s able to move in.-

s s

BANNON ALSO debated op-
position to the bill on ground
of violation of property rights

by saying that citizens can%..

do ‘whatever they please with
property now, They are re-
stricted by suchtliings asbutld-
ing codes and the state taking
ownership for construction of
roads and schools, he sald,

In addition to the comsti-
tutional objections, Kuhn in.
dicated that he belleved there
were other matters

tain indlvidual rights regard-
less of color.

“We are all creatures of God
and we are our brothers’ keep-
ers,” Bannon told his audience,
In reference to Kuhn's objec-
tions to the bill, Bannon said

14th Amendment as giving cer-’

such as the-job problem and law
and order on the streets, These
must be solved first before
something can be done about
open housing, he said.

“Detrojt hasn* spent a dime
on redevelopment of low cost
housing and this should be &

don‘t have to cost
a fortune}

Call us, 261-6226 and_
find out before you buyl
Free day or, evening, no -

partidl airlift and overseas pars
cels weighing up to five pounds
will continue to receive this
service,

from. Buy Now.

As Low As $98.

obligation shop-at-home service (i} <
Dennis -Drapery cuencie

29256 FORD ROAD +RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Just East of Middlebalt

_Room Sofas you'll have to choose

LEEDS FURNITURE Budgat warshouse
prices will sava you  lot of money.

Sofa prices Reduced to Start

. ed to their support by saying

first step,’ Kuhn said, *This
may be short range, but it (s
essenttal,”

..

IN THE MEANTIME rights
to buy % belng dented, if
the person the money, Kuhn
said, He kited examples of
Negroes living and belng.ac-
cepted in Birmingham, Bloom-
fleld and Farmingtoa.

Kuhn asked Bannon what trade
unlons were dolng to give the
Negro a start and Bannoa Jump-

that the UAW doesn’t hire people
for companies, He said that
unions have talked with cor-
porations and establishedtrain.
ing - programs. At present, he
sald, there also are job oppor-
tunity schools.

Bannon told of the Negro
often falling spprenticeship
tests because he comes from
the inner city school and hasn*t

replied that the government
should do for the people what
they cannot do themselves,

Moderator for the discussion

was Leo P, Meagher, Knights
of Columbus Council Lecturer,
He alsopresented several ques-
tloas to both men.'The audience
did not participate,

pays

to you.
Use for anythirg.

STATE FARM MUTUAL
AUTOROBILE INSURAS

received an adequate education,

The program concluded with
Kuhn saying that House BAIl
2035 on open housing calls for
too much government, Banncn
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SPECIAL .
10 Gal. Set-Up

Includes - Tank, Pump, Charcoal,
Glass,
Cotored Graval, Heater, Tubing
and Hanging Therm.

+ .. $10.95

Wool, Outside Filter,

24614 Ford Road |
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MONTH-END SALE

_ Fine Living Room Sofas
SAVE 20% to 50%
Long Sofas » Short Sofas ) you nesd 8
1 Si - Now you
o All Colors  » All Sizes bed o a2
You'l! be thrilled at the fabulous End Clearance.
selection -of name ~brand Living

Serta Fold-A-Beds
With Mattresses
SAVE 20% to 50%

sofa to .serve as-a
u can get & Lot of
at LEEDS Month-

Serta Fold-O-Beds - Reduced to
Start as low as $157.

SAVE 20% to 50%

Swurdy - Smart Dinettes

ooking

Chairs and Rediners
SAVE 20% to 60%

for a chajr? Search no

[NOAH'S ARK

Don't put off the pleasure of having a r.uily beautiful home
when you can select new furnishings ot thrilling savings NOW!

Fobulous Bedding Buys
SAVE 20% to 50%:

Every ‘construction feature you like

8 spectacular roundup of - Smooth

L
more ... LEEDS Month-End Clear Tops - Quilt Tops, Postura Firm -

ance offers tremendous values.
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ind s6e Leeds Month End Dinatto es-
[ieringy o EneBi prices LEEDS  Month-End  Clearance
h Chairs Reduced to Start, prices will amaze you, Reduced

Dinette Sets Start .
As Low As $38. -

Bedroom Suile Bargains

to start as low as $21
L —————————————

Miscellaneous Buys

as Low As- §28.

SAVE 20% to 50% Living Room Tbles |
What a whale of a chence you now’ SAVE 20% to 50% SAVE 50%
have 10 buy and save on a Beautiful )
Bedroom Set. Words can’t describe... A good Selection of Livingroom We- are closing out odd - Lamps -
You must come and See. Tables in Walnut or Fruitwood or - Miors - odd - Beds - Chests -

LIGHT Cotars

VINY| Dinette Chairs - Chain Lamps - and
ASBESTOS TILE

Glass Tops.
' many other itams - Ask us -

LEEDS HAS MONTH-END PRICED
THEM TO GO - AS LOW AS $16..

Loeds| Month-End Clearance will
save you money - money - money -
Complete Bedrooms - Dresser-Bed-
Chest - Reduced to Start, g
As low as $148.

LEEDS cut the prices 20% to 50%
Come and Get Theni.
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MANAGED BY MIRACLE CITY FURNITURE
BUDGET WAREHOUSE

25025 Grand River
corner” 7 Miles phone” KE 5-9470
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FREE
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