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Local

Judges Split On Honigman Plan .

Cri‘tics' Of Appointment System Say It Doesn’t End Politics

Suburban judges and justices of the
peace are splitting almost down the mid-
dle on the question of whether they should
be appolnted or elected.

Michigan elects all its five classes of
courts--the Supreme Court, Court of Ap-
peals, circuit courts, probate courts, and
local (Detroit Recorders, city municipal
and township justice) courts.

But a citizens group headed by prominent
Detroit attorney Jason L, Hoalgman s
proposing a state constitutional amend-
ment calling for an appolntive system.

« a .
THE HONIGMAN proposal is that a
bi-partisan nominating panels, with lay-
men in the majority, would suggest three
names to the governor, who would pick
one of them for the Judielal vacancy.
The judge, three years later.would run
on his own record for re-election, Judges
would be required to retire at 70.
Honigman says his proposal would take
judges out of politics=-but Observerland
judges who oppose the plan argue just
the opposite. The critics say that the
appolntment process would simply set up
a new arena--the nominating panels and

the State Bar Association--in which pol-
itlcking woutd go oa..

Here s what a cross-section of local
judges say about the Honlgman plam:

ROBERT NELSON, Farmington Town=-
ship justice of the peace, was ‘'strongly
in favor” of the Honlgman plan. Nelson,
who also maintains a private law office,
said:

ed, that’s'a sop to the old ways.

“Nonetheless, the plan as outlined by
attorney Honigman is a vast improve-
ment over our present- Michigan system
and I would take It even with its im=-
perfections; Nelson said.

e

BUT BYRON WALTER, Farmington
Township’s other JP found two major
flaws in the

-tprior to the
in Michigan a few years ago, the subject
was studied by the judicial committee
of the State Bar, but the convention
gave the bar’s recommendaticn little con-
sideration.

“The American Bar Association has
advocated adoption of such a plan since
1912,

] am opposed to one or two particu-
lar features. For fnstance, instead of
bhaving 2 committee from the State Bar
make recommendations, 1 think it'should
be the responsibility of the entire bar
membership, when statewlde positions on
the bench are involved, and to regional
membership in more localized positions.

“As for the govemnr making the ap-

frol thoser

Walter, who in private llle is @ vice
presldent and trust officer of Manufac-
turers Natlonal Bank of Detrolt, said:

“] am not necessarily sold on the
plan. While the public may not bave neces=
sary familiarization with all candidates
for the bench, not all attorneys do elther.

“The men they would consider still
would be the ones they know, and they still
would be subject to pressures, I am not
at all certain that they could be as cb-
Jjective as painted, There always is agood
deal of polities in any nominating sys=
tem, and there still would be In this one,

“What's more, the idea of a judge
running against himself is a bunch of
nonsense,’” Walter said,

FARMINGTON’S - MUNICIPAL Judge

Ford Due

At Breakfast

public affairs

For McDonald

Congressman Gerald Ford,
minority leader in the House
of Representatives, will discuss
current bills and the Vietnam
sitvation in the second annual
Congressional Report break-
fast Friday morning at 8:30
a,m. In the Kingsley Inn, Blo-
omfteld Hills,

The annual event is sponsored
by the Friends of Congressman
Jack McDonald organtzation,

Reservations may be made
by contacting Robert Smith,
31643  Delaware, Livonia,
chairman of the organization,

Clerk Retires

Mrs, Ruth E. Henry, 23281
Prospect, Farmington, retired
last month after 16 years of
service with the Michigan State
Highway Commission, She had
been a traffic division clerk
in the Detroit -

g
trict office,

BAKER GETS A BOOST -- State Rep. Raymond Baker (center) announced at are-
cent testimonial dinner in his honor that he'll seek a fifth term. The Farmington
Republican got visits from Lt. Gov. William Milliken (left) and 19th District Con-
Jack McDonald (right). Baker represents the 64th House District in south-
ern Oakland County.

Conservatives Renew
Bid For GOP Power

By TIM RICHARD

Conservative  Republicans,
many of them {rom Observer-
land, will make thetr perennial
attempt to build vp power in
the state GOP organization this
year, .

‘The attempt will begin with
district conventions, and one’
source says the conservatives
expect to control at least seven
of Michigan’s 48 votes to the
Republican National Convene
tion,

oo

RICHARD DURANT, contro-
versial head of the 14thDistrict
GOP organization, last weekend
was elected chairman of
“'United Republicans of Mich~
igan’ at a Grand Rapids come
vention.

Vice chairman is Mrs. Mary
Rice, wife of Farmington bus-
inessman Stewart Rice.

In awpoll, the 150 persons
at the conventlon favored a
national ticket of Gov. Ronald
Reagan of California for pres-
ident and Sen, J. Strom Thur=
mond of South Carolina for vice
president.

Second choice was a ticket
of Richard Nixon and Reagan,
Alabama’s George C, Wallace
picked up 13 votes. Govs,
George Romney of Michigan
and Nelson Rockefeller of New
York got nothing.

Dems Will
Debate War

An intra-party debate on the
Vietnam war will be the fea-
ture of an Oakland County Dem-

Durant predicted that atleast
seven national convention dele~
gates from Michigan would hold

Grand Rapids,
Powell’s delegation was un-
seated in the 1966 Republican

aut for acanser

while the Romney forces will
control 30 to 35 that they will
attempt to deliver to Rocke-
feller.

About a dozen persons from
the 18th Congressional District
attended  the  conservative
gathering.

..

LOCALLY, THE conserva~
tives will hold thelr own 15th
District-Qakland convention an
March 27 in a savings and loan
auditorium at 761 W, Huran,
Pontiac,

Chajrman of that group is
Christlan F, Powell, a West
Bloomfleld justice of the peace
who attended the convention in

State Crime
Conference
Thursday

Gov.  Romney has invited
some B850 persons to a one-
day conference oncrime Thurs-
day In Detroit's Cobo Hall.

Speakers and panelists will
discuss toples ranging from
the National Crime Commission
Report, juvenile courts, erim-
inal laws and prisons to a topic
called ‘*Soclal Protest and the
Administration of Justice.'

Sponsors Include the state’s
Commission on Crime and De-
lnquency, League of Women
Voters, A ! Civil Lib-

ocratic Issues conference, It’s
scheduled for Tuesday, March
12, at 8 p.m. in the Oakland
County Board of Supervisors
auditorium, 1200 N, Telegraph,
Ponttac, »

Opposed to the war 1s Zoltan
Ferency, former state chair-
man who is now supporting the
presidential bid of war ‘“‘dove’”
Sen. Eugene McCarthy, D-Minn,

Defending U,S, policy will be
Sam Fishman, state citizenship
director for the United Auto
Workers and a2 member of the
Democratic committee in the
18th Congressional District,

The Democratic seminar is -

open to the public, and a ques~
tion period will follow, accord-
ing to county Chairman George
Googaslan.

erties Union, Michigan Wellare
League and state assoclations
of police chiefs, sheriffs, pro-
secutors and probate judges.

‘Concerned.
Dems’ Meet

The 19%th Dls{rlcl’s Michigan

state which instead
recognized the credentials of 2
Romney-lined group headed by
John Cartwright, also of West
Bloomfield,
. e

CARTWR!GHT’S GROUP will
hold the official convention
March 27 at 8 p.m, in the Oak=
land County Board of Supere
visors auditorium in Pontiac.

Purpose of the district con-
vention will be to elect 57dele~
gates to attend the state con-

Hart Dinner
Set April 20

Michigan Democrats are
selitng tickets to the April 20
annual dinner honoring Sen.
Philip Hart.

The dinner will begin at 7:30
p.m. in Oakland University’s
Vandenberg Hail In Rochester,
according to Dinner Chairman
Monte Geralds of Madison
Heights.

Tickets are $7.50 a person
and $15 a couple. Reservations
may be made for tables of slx

vention,

The state convention, sched=
uled for April26-27inDetroit’s
Cobo Hall, will plck the dele=
gates to the national convention
and presidential electors. The
national conventlon, which be=
gins Aug. 8 at Miaml Beach,
will nominate candidates for
president and vice president.

P

THE POWELL forces will
send  their
delegates to the state conven-
tion. They expect they willagain
be refused seats,

Why do they do 1t?

Because, according to Po-
well’s publicity chairman David
Bradbury, to attend the Cart~
wright convention and attempt
to unseat that group would be
to admit that Cartwright’s group
1s constituted legally.

The Powell forces still con-
tend that theirs is the “offl-
cfal” 19th District organiza-
tion, even though thelr posi=
tion may cost them politicial
power at the state conventlon.

Bradbury said there will be
two key indications as to which
group has the greater support
among rank-and-file Repube
licans--the comparative num-
ber of elected delegates who
attend each meeting, and. the

or efght. Tickets

from the Oakland County Dem-"

ocratic headquarters at 1700
S. Telegraph, Pontiac,

Theme of the dinner will be
#The Second Decade-~The Be-
gloning,’* 1t refers to the
begloning of Hart's 11th year
in the US. Senate. Hart was
leutenant governor when he
defeated Incumbent Republican
Sen. Homer Ferguson in 1958,

Dem Women
Will Honor

‘Martha Griffiths

Democratic Women of the
17th District will honor Con-

Martha Griffiths at

v
ocruls will mm their monthly
membership meeting Friday at
8 p.m. at the Oakland County
Board of Supervisors building,

. committee room *A”, 1200 N.

Telegraph, Poatizc, Guest
speaker will be Rev, Maurice
Geary whose topics will be the
‘“Vietnam Crisis” and the
“Kerner Report.” -

thelr spring luncheon and fas-
hion show.

The event {s scheduled for
Saturday, March 16, at 12 noon
In the Ralefgh House on Tele~
granh Rd,, Southfleld.

Co - chairmen are Mrsy
George Frongillo, Mrs. Ken-
neth Dowen and Mrs. Hiram
Phipps.

number of that each
one can fill,
..

DELEGATES TO the district
conventions were ealected in
August of 1966 and hold office
two years, .

The delegates attending the
March 27 conventions will be
the ones elected in 1966,

While the conservatives will
make some show in this round
of conventions, they can be ex~

_pected to make their real push

for power in the Aug, 6 state-
wide election of a new batch
of precinct delegates,

Corporate Tax

‘Due March 15

Friday, March 151s thedead-
line for several Federal taxob-
ligations of corporations re-
porting on acalendar-yearbas-
1s.

Corporations must filea 1967
income tax return, Form 1120,
or an application for extension,
Form 7004, by that date, They
also must pay at least 50 per
cent of the balance of the tax

district-elected,

Michael Hand, a practicing attornsy in
Detroit, declared he has been “in favor
of the adoption of such a plan in Michigan
for years.”

“Some 'men virtually have made 2
career of running for the bench and
eventually bave been elected just because
they’ve gone to the post so aften. Their
election has not been od a basls of com-
petence, but of the public’s hmlllmty
with their names.

“However, even 1f some modltied form
of the Missouri plan is adopted in Michi-
gan, the state will have to face financial
reality to lead to selection of competent,
qualifted judges.

“In discussions of the court reorgani-
zatfon bill now before the Legislature,
the latest salary suggestion 1 have read
belng made for district judges is $15,000
per year, There isn’t a lawyer in this
area worth his salt who could atford to
consider such a position.”

DUNBAR DAVIS, appointed last year
to fill a vacancy as Plymouth’s municipal
Judge, said the proposed appolntment sys-
tem wouldn’t put an end to politics.

#¢ think we should stickwiththe present
system because it works. We have many
{ine judges under this system.

“f they think they will take judges
out of the political arena, they are mis-
taken, Actually they will be putting judge-
ships into another arena-<namely theState
Bar.

“We all know that the State Bar is
controlled by just a few and not all the
attorneys in the state,”

“hy could a lawyer Pick a judge any
better than the public?

“Anyhow, the whole
predictable we don’t know how 1t
work, .Therefore, I’m in favor of!stay-
ing with the way we already have just be-
cause I know it works--and works well’”

«lt seems this plan comes up about
every 10 years, Does anybody know how
it is working in the other states that
are supposed to : mneunn under this plan?*’

AN OPPON'ENT OF THE change, Ply-
mouth Township Justice of the Peace
James McCarthy objected to the lifetime
feature of the appointment system.

“7 would Uke them to be elected be-
cause I feel people are bound to make
mistakes. If you give & man a job for
life, then you never-have the opportunity
of correcting that mistake,

“If judges were appointed by the Bar
Association then the whole system would
be strictly politics, They would only
appolnt those whom_ they liked and not

necessarily those who could do the job,
wever, I am in favor of

4ppolnting people to the Circuit-Court

when there is a vacancy, and also for
governments appointing a judge when

there Is a vacancy. But I still want

" the appointments to be confirmed byelec-

tion at a later date,’”
. I

LIVONIA'S MUNICIPAL Judge James
McCann felt the Honigman plan would
actually fall to take the selection of
Judges out of politics,

#As this proposal now stands, it calls
for one atiorney and two laymen to rec-~
ommend three candidates for each court
position. The governor would appoint ane

he stated. “Incompetent judges can ale
ways be removed at the next election.’”

Newspaper scrutiny, along with stata
and local bar assoclation endorsements,
tend to keep judges on thelr-toes, be

g

“The plan is silent on how this come
mittee would be appointed, The fact that ¢°
some are non-attorneys doesn’t fmpress
me, 1 belleve the ones best qualified to
declde would be the attorneys who come
into contact with the candidates.!
D) .

GARDEN CITY Munictpal Judge Riche
ard L, Hammer feels that the choice of
judges “should be left with the people
--where it belnngs."

of these three for a th Y erm,
then this person would run for office
and, if elected, he would serve for life,”
McCann said,

““The basic plan and objectives, Lagree
with, but:

“I'm opposed to making the courts into
political footballs,

“Persons nominated and appolnted
would be for political reasons--patronage
--as well us ability, I feel when 2 pol=
itical party and a governor are respons-
ible for placing a judge In office, that
Judge cannot help but be indebted to them,

“My feeling 15 the judge should be
responsible ONLY to the people. The
people shoul elect him for the pro-
bationary period. Then If they are sat-
istied with the job be is doing, they may
thien re-elect him for life.

“I agree that this three-year proba-
Honary perjod is time for people to
declde whether they lke or dislike the
judge--to decide whether or not he is
dolng a good job.

s s

REDFORD TOWNSHIP Justices of the
Peace Randall C. Kohler and John M,
Dillon had different reactions.

Dillon said flatly, “I’m against it".
He offered several reasons.

Kohler said he would not state an
eplnlm, preferring to give more thought

Dillon bﬂslcally disagrees with the phi-
losophy of removing the judges from

. direct responsibility to the electorate,

There Is, be sald, an advantage to
appointive status, which is that ali judges
would then be frée of political party
and special®interest group pressures.

But, he pointed out, the proposal would
make the judges immune to any re-
sponsibility other than malfeasance.

“We should be proud of our Michigan
system of letting the people elect them,”

Pro]
Hammer said !hat “whue there is :14;
question about the drawbacks and undes
sirable factors of the elective system,
it s still the best,””

He advised those members of the Do-
trolt Bar Association backing the Honlg-
man proposal that if they educated the
public on judiclal candidates, they would
be putting . thelr time to a better use. !

The maln drawback in the appolntive
system for judges, Hammer said, 1s that
there would always *‘be a group of people
--whether it's called a bar sssoclation,
group, or commlttee=-to do the selecting
of judges. Like any group, they come un~
der the coatral of another group, such as
a select barassociation, unlon, and others,
and could turn.it into 2 social lawyer’s
bar group, which has happened in other
states, In which all judges are picked
from a select circle,”

JP’s Not Dependent
On Guilty For Pay

Redford Township Justice of the Peace
Randall C. Kohler may have had no
comment on the Hoaigman Plan for ap.
pointing Michigan judges, but he pointed
to what he called a misconception zbout
the fee system under which JPs work,

Specitically, he mentloned the Feb, 28
story reporting a plan to upgrade justice
of the peace courts into municipal courts,
The misconception is that JP’s are pald
cnly when a person is convicted, Kohler

Ac!ullly, Kohler explained, fees are
set by state law and determined by the
kind of work the JP does in 2 particular
case, Some JP work involves no fines
at all--for example, the issuance of a
warrant or the handiing of a simple
arrajgnment, These costs are borne by
the prosecuting agency.
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