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Livonia Public School Teacher Backs Parochiaid

EDITOR:

Mall is being sent to Lansing
at a record clip concerning
state aid to parents of non-
public school students. I have
been a Livonia public school
teacher for over 13 years. My
family is Catholic, but my child-
ren attend local public schools,
1 teel 'my position on both sides
of the fence lends itself to 2
more objective appraisal of the
bills pending Inour Legislature,

Opponents tothe ald generally
use three arguments whichare:
(1) Separation of Church zod
state, (2) Harm to publi
schools, and (3) Controls phc-
ed on the non-public schools.

Questioning the legality (first
argument} Is at its best very
weak. The First Amendment of
the Constitution gives religlon
the right to exist, The Supreme
Court has provided a test to
determine the Constitutionality
of laws challenged as in viola~
tion of the separation of church
and state, Stated Inthe Schempp
case, the test may be the pur-
pose and effect rule.

The purpose of the proposed
laws and the primary effect of
the law teil us whether a law
is constitutional. If both the
Iegislative purpose and the pri-
mary effect of the law are
sécular, the law is valid even
though an Incidental benefit
comes to religion. An example
would be the Everson case of
bus rides for children attend-
Ing Christian and Hebrew
schools where the primary ef-
fect is the health, safety, and
welfare of the children,

The Federal Government has
enacted various educational
programs wuch as the GJI. BIlL
of Rights, The National Sclence
Foundation Act, The National
Defense Education Act, and the
Title I Program which has

recently granted a quarter of
a million dollars to our area

In which both Livonia Public

Schools and Ladywood Catholic
High School are participating,
Therefore, Federal funds are
being given legally to both pub=
lic and non-public schools from
Kindergarten on through col-
lege,

The second argumeat con-
cerns harm to public schools
1f the proposed legislation pass«
es, Another way of putting this
would be the revenue given to
non-public schools would be
taken away from public schools.
Let us consider some facls,

In the past three years, 28,000
students have left bl

dedication 4nd vocation than
for financlal compensation,

It is becoming obvious that
non-public schools cannot con=
tinue to operate without some
form of aid, As I seeit, wehave
one of two choices. We can
continue to absorb non-public
school children in public
* schools at a great expense or

we can take advantage of thelr

existing facilities and give them
belp which would cost much
less,

How would non-public schools
react to state controls if state
aid were made avatlable to
them? AL Michigan schools
come under the-State Board of
Education

schools to enter Michigan pube
lic schools. These students will
cost taxpayers an additional
$18 milllon in state aid and
local taxes. This figure should
include $712 million for fac-
ilittes, sites, equipment, and
furnishing by 19712,

At the present rate of stu-
dents leaving non-public
schools, the cost by 1971-2
will increase to a total loss
of $249 million with a loss of
$90 million in 1971-2 alone,

In Livonia, there are over
4,300 non-public school child-
ren, The cost to educate these
in our public schools would be
$2.,8 million or over $100 per
taxpaying household. This does
not Include $6-8 million that
would be needed in sites, build-
ings, and equipment.

There are over 10,000 Cath-
olic and Lutheran children
presently attending Livonia
Public Schools, Many of these
could be attending non-public
schools if operating funds were
made avajlable.

Facllitles are not the prob-
lem and operational costs are
proportionally much lower, In
the long run, the taxpayer gets
much more value for his dollar
in the non-public schools since
their teachers (Nuns) and ad=
ministrators work more for

WEEKLY CROSSWORD PUZZLE

governing: amnual number of
school days, length ol school
day, speclfied courses of study,
currfculum content, certifica-
tion of teachers, fire, safety,
and sanitation standards,
health-standards for children
and employees, plans of “new
school structures, moderniza-
tion of bulldings, extra-curric-
ular activitles such asathletics
and others,

‘These state controls have
been In force for 2 long tme
and have not been grudgingly
conformed with but are actu-
ally welcomed by local non=
public  school administrators
stnce they have encouraged a.
raising of standards which any
sncere educator could not help
but be pleased with,

In summation, I would Uke
to close with a few general
statements;

1. We are a growing com=-
munity that needs a cross-
section of voter support topass
or renew any millage,

2, We have sought and ob-
tained support from non-public
school authorities for school
millage  proposals, Public
school officials, by vigorously
opposing state aid tonon-public
schools, could alienate a large
segment of volers agalnst any
future renewal and new miil-
age.

3, School board membersare
elected by all parents and thelr
does not end with
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public school children. To do
50 would 20,-

Is to priot all letters to the
* editor, even If some are full
of four letter words and kookie?
Just for the sake of common

decency, you wouldnt censor
one would you?

stated--that there was some
~scandal Mr, Ventura was in-
Sometime ago an editorial in  volved in, However, we mustbe

the Observer on Pete Ventura charjtable and give him the

scandal?

Shouldn*t we Livonians have

Dbenefit of the doubt, it sald, the facts so we can dedide for
Why did your paper’ censor the

ourselves if this is the ‘man
we want for Mayor of our city,
“DEL

rules

FURNITURE Warehouse

CLEARANCE SALE!

Qur warehouse is louded with odds and
‘ends, discontinued styles, one-of.a-kind
samples, floor demonstrators . . . alf )
moved over from our main store . . . we
must clear these out fo make room for
new purchases...regardless of original
prices. ..you'li find such famous' names
as: Thomasville, Selig, American of
Martinsville, Serta, Simmons, Basic-
Witz, Craft, Stanley, Maxwell-Royal,
Heywood - Wakefield, Lane, Hammary,
Kroehler, Hickory-Fry, Lo-2-hoy, others.
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SAVE AS
MUCH AS.

TOWNE & COUNTRY FURNITURE
Warehouse Sale at
6400 Miller, Detroit

NS

SUNDAY AND MO

SHOP SUNDAY AND MONDAY12:00 N

NDAY ONLY

0ON UNTIL 6:00 P.M.

000 Lutheran and Catholic par-
ents,

4. I people are concerned
about religion being taughtdur.
ing the legal school day, the
State Board of Education could
direct non-public schools . to
teach rellgion before or after
the legal day.

In conclusion, 1 hape this

Weommunication helps to take
the matter of state aid to non=
public schools out of the emo=
tional strata and places It in
the realm of the logical and
practical where it truly be-
longs.

KENNETH G. TIMMONS

Would Like Facts

EDITOR:

BOSTON ROCKERS

ne.  $4Q94
$39.95
Maple, sturdy construction,

L shaped saddle seat.

 AND REMNANTS
qf r;ﬂic» 5‘
Nylons, wools, Acrilans, Her-

culons, choose from many
colors.

SAVE 20.01—MAPLE

RUG SAMPLES

In your editorial m
changel 2 for censoring a pro-
gram, your polnt waswelltaken,
May I assume your policy then

ACRILAN
CARPET
$4.95 Per Yard
Reg. $7.95
CARPETS
by Josef

20122 Piymouth Rd.
Detroit 28, Michigan
272-7430
Open9To B
Except Tue:

Wed,

PLUS 50¢

8x10
Portrait of
Your Child

only 88"'

BUST VIGNETTE

MAILING & HANDLING

GROUP PICTURES SLIGHTLY HIGHER

CHOIGE OF. SEVERAL POSES

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
LIMIT ONE PER FAMILY

CHARGE IT

THREE DAYS ONLY

FRIDAY. MARCH 29
SATURDAY MARCH 30

WESTLAND
SHOPPING
CENTER

t

THURSDAY MARCH 28

10-7 DAILY

PICTURES
AND WALL DECOR

Reg. $

1o $20
Many pieces to choose, quan-
tities - are  fimited, be hers

earlyl Only 2 per customer.

NAME BRAND
SOFAS — ONLY 14

orig. $7888
fo $299.95

Flexsteel, Futurian, Selig, Ross-
Statesville, seversl colors and

By Howsrd Parlor, Simmons, -
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o ann cHECTe ]
ODD CHESTS

“ASSORTED 0DD
LOUNGE -CHAIRS

*19%..5
to $99.95 $29.88

Several ‘styles and colors to
choose, floor samples, only 28 (o
n this group.

MAPlE
KIDDIES' R0§I9(ERS

Reg.
795

i
Limited quantities, only one

to each customer. Solid con-
struction.

“FAMOUS SERTA
SOFA BEDS

$119.95 57888

tdeal for dens, guest rooms,
coftages. Converts in seconds
1o sleep 2. Vinelle or fabric .
covers. Choice of colors,
-

T i 1.

AND DRESSERS

. 10 37535 $398

Walnit, maple and oak fin-
ishes in this group, limited
quantities.

XTI AT I I NI T T T I

ODD DINING
ROOM TABLE
LEAFS

Orig. sl
ASSORT

FM ANTENNAS c"e er §
Orig. to $7.95 © N
LANE

JEWEL BOXES s‘
Only 1 per customer ...

HOLLYWOOD
BED OUTFITS

Reg, 88
$89.95 ss 8
Completo with _ innerspring

mattress,  box spring, frame,
- d, twin size only.
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0DD MATTRESSES
& BOX SPRINGS
19%-29%.
3988 o $oRs

By Slmmon:, Sena, Spring Alr,

Full and twi
lv'ﬂllllﬂlﬁl'ﬂ'ﬂ!’ﬂl

0DD - LIVING
ROOM TABLES

921958 s

End, step, lamp, comer cock-
13il tables in this group, quan-

tities are limited

SPIECE & 7-PIECE
DINETTE SETS

to $13975 s8884

Many fo choose . . . ol
maple Colonial styles .
some conlemporary formica:
top xrylex .
!

all with chairs

BUNK BED OUTHITS |

0DD HEADBOARDS
TWIN, FULL, QUEEN

SIZES
1o $170.95 slqss

Walnut, mapiey pecan, fruit-
wood, brass. , per Cuse
in, full, queen si

ASSORTED 0DD
BOOKCASES

Reg. $'I 833
to $69.98

\aple, while oak, for chil

ASSORTED ODD
MIRRORS
S 1975
ONLY 15 — man® different

styles, left over from expen-
sive bedroom sefs, mony sizes.

]

] ASSORTED £ ASSORTED ODD ! | GAVE £30.08
C TABLE LAMPS £ DINETTE CHAIRS H o
e - e .

. 1 Reg, 9
3 10 3508 s3 3 1o 3959 $488 = #5998 -
e &
£ Some in pairs, meny one of & Foam padded sests, vinyl cov- Sturdy maple 39 width, con-
£ 2 kh;‘dz' :rv:;lem ith Shades. c red sovera siyles o) coors. = varis 0.2 twin b, bv:omplem
m'l‘llﬂﬂﬂ'lﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ -

5- PIE(E
DINETTE SETS

54888

Orig.
$89.95

- Remnuu!sr Formma top tables {a.
© with one leaf plus 4 vinyl-up- o
o helsteted chairs.

SALE IS FOR THIS SUNDAY & MONDAY ONI.Y—SHOP SUNDAY AND MONDAY 12 NOON UNTIL 6 P.M.

NO DOWN PAYMENT-CONVENIENT TERMS AVAILABLE
PlENTY OF FREE PARKING-EXTRA SAlES PEOPI.E

. ® ALL SALES ARE FINAL

vwne & Country

S FURNITURE

SALE AT WAREHOUSE ONLY-6400. MILLER, DETROIT




