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By CLAIRE DIETZ

Ben Is a drug addict, Or rather, he
was a drug addict untf]l he learned what
1t meant to be really turned on,

‘This week he came to Farmington as
part of a panel on drug abuse, The other

~ panellsts were from the Federal Bureau
- of Drug Abuse Control and the Oakland
County prosecutor’s office.

But the drug control agents never had
a chance, Ben stole the show,

And he did it politely, quietly, with
his own sense of self-possession and
understanding of what the kids in the
audlence wanted to know,
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1 THINK,”” BEN SAID after some
introductory speeches and a few ques-
tlons from parents, “that we're getting

hung up on laws and pills when the kids
want to know about belng turned oa,”
So he told them,

Listen, let me tell you about mind
expansion, For six years I thought I
was turged oo, I got high on everything
from cough syrup to heroin, When I
went to the funior prom, I was on mo>-
phine, For the senior prom, it was her-
otn, All the ttme I was closing myself
fn, 1 really didn’t care about anything
but myself,”

Ben has been off drugs for three years.,
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“NOW 1 KNOW WHAT 1t ‘means to be
turned on, I palnt a little, I sing, I care
about people, Being turned on Is belng
alive,”

He is a member of an organizaiion
kne as Synanon, which operates ahouse
in roit. Synznon, which began in Cal-
iforsia and is based there, 15 an indepen-

@t, noa-profit group run by former
addicts, For several hundred men and
women ltke Ben, it has meant a wholenew
lite,

But there’s no jitty cure for drug ad-
diction, and Synanon won't call youg grad--

uate tntll you’ve been there for three '

years, Ben |s a graduate, but he’s stick-
ing around for a while to give other
people 8 hand,

* Questions from the audlence of Farm-
ington kids and their parents covered a
wide range of curlosities about drugs.

.The majority were directed at Ben, but

the drug control agents snswered several
{rom parents and teachers.
RN

SOME HIGHLIGHTS af the Q and A
perlod:

A long-haired, slightly scurty teen-
ager sitting oo a table asked: “What
about the kid who goes to & party and
blows some grass and finds out that it's
not 50 bad--that he’s not a criminal or
anything? R

Ben: *Well, OK, There are two things.
In the first place, he is a criminal, He's
broken the law, and he’s taking the risk
of having a criminal record,

“Then there’s the other thing, Anybody
who takes pot for a kick is going to be
looking for 2 bigger kick. You mey not

Turning On: An Addict Tells How -

think you're gol.né to get hooked, but
you’re taking an awfully big chance,

“You know, nobody ever convinced me
1 was hooked on dope until T practically.
dled in a drug coma. I kept telling people
1 took the stuff because Iitked it, Pretty
Soon 1 couldn*t lve without it
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“WHAT ABOUT banana peels?

Ed Macfejewskl, ope of the FBDAC
agents, answered that one, ‘The Food
and Drug Administration is & serlous,
scientific agency, and when people first
began talking about banana peels, we put
an investigative team on it, If somebody
told us the Farmingtoa water supply would

give you a trip, we'd check that aut too,

“A group of sclentists went through
every test in the book on banana peels.
They roasted them, burned them, broiled
them--everything, ' And they found. that
banana peels--burned or any other way
--are nothing but banana peels,””

LR

A MOTHER ASKED Ben how Ahe(ﬂ
know it her kid was taking pot or some-
thing else,

Ben; “Well, if you've got a real serious
kid who studies a lot and is resl quiet
and all at once' he starts rolling on
floor--1'd be suspicious.” N
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ASSISTANCE A LA CARTE — Susan Singer (left), Bambi Waalk and
Karen Kobe, get behind one of the wheeled carts at St. Mary Hospital as
part of their duties as candy stripers there. All help at the hospital sever-

al hours a week.

Teens Make Difference
For St. Mary Hospital

Some of them think they might
like to be nurses some day.
Most of them find they enjoy

girls have fit Into our hose
pital.”
One of the current crew of
dy-stri

pew during thelr
teen years,
.. All of them know they want
to do something to help others.
So more than 30 girls in
this area, 14 and 15 years old,
put In several hours a week as
candy stripers in St. Mary Hos=
pital, Livonia,
In trim blue and white uni~
forms--many of them take care
* of troning them on their own
—-these young ladies help with
clerical work, sort supplles,
give assistance to patients.
.« v

ST. MARY Is ome of few
hospitals that accepts 14-year-
olds as candy stripers.

we realize,”” sald director
of nursing Rita Radzialowskl,
atnat by the time girls are
16 they want to get paying jobs,
and - we've been very gratlfied
with the way these younger

agrees that it's
a good idea, Karen Kobe is 14,
lives In Redford Township and
attends Marshall Junior High
School. At the haspital, she
flles X-Rays and escoris
emergency room patients tothe
X-Ray lab. .

“When you're in the ninth
grade you are beginding high
school,” she sald, “and it’s
tme to think about what work
you want to do. This is a good
way to see what a hospital
1s like.” .
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TWO 15-YEAR~OLDS, Bambi
Waack and Susan §inger of Lie
vonia, are thinkieg of nursing
careers and find they arelearn-
ing a lot at the hospltal,

Bambl helps in the pedlatrics
ward Monday evenings, playing
with the young children, feeding
them sometimes, running er-
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rands for parents and
members.

A student at Our Lady of
Sorrows, in Farmiogton, she

statf

Drug Agents

‘The Job Used
To Be Simpler’

After the panel, the three
drug control agents talked a
1ittle about their job,

Ed Maclejewski and Abraham
Azzam work for the Federal
Bureau of Drug Abuse Control
(FBDAC). They represent ones
Balf of a four- man team which
works out of Detrolt,

F. Gerald St, Souver was
appointed in January by Oake
1and County prosecutor Jerome
Bronson to set up a drug abuse
bureau, ““Actually,” he says,
sthe Hile of chief investigator
sounds great, but right now I'm
the whole bureau.”
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“THERE WAS 2 time not so
long 2go,”” Azzam explained,
“when  an agent’s job was a
lot simpler, We worked almost
entirely in the ghettos; our
targets were the gangsters and
the pushers. .

“Now we're likely to spend

‘our time trylng to track down

somebody who is selling mari=
juana on a suburban elemen=
tary school playground or nab-
bing college kids with anillegal
supply of LSD. :

“For mysel!, 1 sort of lked
it the old way. If you grab a
gangster, you know what you've
got, But you get a 13-year-old
kid with his pocksts full of pot,
and that’s something else.”

. .

ST, SOUVER {sp’t -working
much with elther. In

thinks her with
mathematics may throwa roads
block into her hopes to don 2
nurse’s cap,
“You have to have so much
sclence,” she said,
..
SUSAN, A TENTH-GRADER.
at Ladywood High School, is &
member of the Future Nurses
Club there and keeps busy in
the hosfital . washing, drying
and wrapping specimen bottles,
packaging gloves and packing
cotton balls for the nursery.
The candy stripers will stay
on their present Jobs for this
year, I they stay on pext year,
With the new girls who joln
the group next fall, they may
switch posts, .
All agree that being & candy
striper is an experience they
wouldn’t bave missed,

THE ROMANTIC bows and ruffles on the new spring clothes and
the return of the waistline are going to require a pew look in accessories.
Here: a feminine belt from Paris which could top an evening midi skirt
and a romantic white glove with a ruff of tiny flowers at the wrist.

fact, one of his big JTojects
now is setting up ddrug abuse
seminar for Ouakland County

junfor high and high school
counselors. He’s not worried
about the counselors, but he
knows they are a lot closer
to the kids than the local pol-
{ce department.

In addition to setting up edu=
cational programs, the drug
agents have had to educate
themselves, All three havegone
to see what Dr, Timothy Leary
had to say. .

“When we went to hear him
at Wayne State,” Maciejewsk
sald, ‘we. thought' we might
look 2 lttle out of place, but
the majority of the people there
weren't any more impressed
with what be had to say then we
were,”
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1 HEARD HIM when [ was
in Halght~-Ashbury,” St. Souver
added, *#The man is really gone,
He has absolutely blown’ his
mind.» .

The ‘agents were asked about
drug abuse inarea highschools,
#]t's hard totell,” Maclejewski
answered, “Certainly it varies
from school to school, And. it
is a problem. Once drugs were
an inner-city problem, involve
ing a small group of people.
Now it’s all over.”

All three men nodded, They
were thinking about the good
old days when they would have
been out on the streets of a
Détroft ghetio nabbing a big=
Hme pusher Instead of in &
Farmiogton junior high school
trying fo talk kids out of buy=
ing 5 cents worth of pot on
the playground.

Banguet For Co-Op
Students Planned

On April 5, 500 teens, their
employers and  coordinators
will gather at Schoolcraft Col=
lege’'s Waterman Bullding for
the annual Livonia public
schools cooperative education

banquet, .
Two Clubs
Set Rally
c e

April 6

Two Observerland chru‘lhn
clubs, the Plymouth High Valce
of Christian Youth and Franklin
High’s Campus Life Club, will
Join forces April 6 to present

2 teen rally in Plymouth High's
auditorium.

. The program will include 2
movie, “Worlds Apart,”” and
three folk singing groups: ““The
New - Christian Minstrels,”
from Redford’s Thurston High;
“The Sands of Time” and
Michel and Faye,” both from
Plymouth, The rally is opes to
any high school student, There
1s no admission charge,

The Plymouth Club, which
meets every Monday at 7:30
p.m, in the high school, has
plans faor several future pro=
jects, irfcluding a folk festival,
2 shaving cream fight, talent
show and beach party.

Scholarships
Announced

High'school senlors who are
children of Manpower, Inc.,
temporary employees are elig-
ible to compete for 15 $300

that

*scholarships offered by

organization, -
Applicants must be graduat-
tng in Jme or January, under

21, and not previously enrolled -

in 2 full-time college program,
Rules and applicstion blanks
may be obtained by caitacting
the Redford Township Man-
power offlce at 532-8120.

Speaker will be Dr. Robert
C. Lusk, director of education~
al services and personnel man=
ager for the Automobile Man-
ufacturers
The subject of his speech will
be: ““Hire Education,

A graduate of the University
of Michigan snd Wayne State
University, and aformer teache
er, Dr. Lusk has served for
the past 13 years as a rep=
resentative of the automoblle
try in major educational
activities and as head of the
preparation and distribution of
all teaching materials for the
AMA,

This year will be the first
time that all three Livonia high
schools have participated in
the event together. ¢

Cooperative education seeks
to give aspiring young adults
a chance to try thelr wings in
a career fleld while still at-
tending school and is a fast
growing and popular speclal=

Students who participate in

the program are given individ-"

ual help in finding 2 position
relating directly to thelr car-
eer goals by their school co-
ordinators, | a

All students must bave cours=
es related to their positions
during regular school hours,

THOMAS PLOMER, of Red-
ford Township, is the new secs
retary of Delta Sigma PhiFrate
ernity at Central Michigan Uni=
versity. He is the son of Mr.
and .Mrs, .Edward Plomer.. A
1966 graduate of Redford Unlon
High, Tom is majoring o mars
keting at CMU. - .

GLENN A, PRIMROSE, the
son of Mr, and Mrs. George
Primrose of Livonia, bas been
named to the Dean’s Hooor List

-at Stout State University in

Menominee, Wis, for the fall
semester. A 3.5 point grade
average- Is required for the
Ust. N

Association, Inc, *

SADDLETRAMP.

ger, at 425-7210.

Conservation Conference Sd'néduled

It a planned conference on
patural beauty and conservae

tion at Schooleraft College next -

Saturday is successtul, it should
produce a whole new set of
projects for youth groups In
southeastern Michigan,

The conference is for del-
egates of major youth organi=
zatlons and student councils

in the state. It's sponsored by

S — That's the

R -

the Beautlfication Councll of
Southeastern Michigan,

Guest speakers will be Mich=
ael Conbay, director of the
Michigan Department of Com=

_merce’s Office of Economic

Expansion; Milo Hector, pres=
ident of Keep Michigan Beauti-
ful, Inc.; John Stump, co-chair=
man of Michigan Youth-Cone
ference on Natural Beauty and
Conservation, and Mary Dam=

Giry, comfortoble .

name of a new 4-H club begun in
Livonia this month, The group is cpen to teens from 10 o 18.who own
their own horses. Here, President Joy McCann (left) with her horse
“Rusty” and Deborah Bengel, vice president, with “King Clay"” saddle
up for a ride. Interested teens may contact the group leader, Mrs. J. Sin-

Beautiful _girIS deserve

T eenace WIGS !

others need them

Wigs . . . gorgeous, glomorous wigs. Do you know

thot there’s simply no other beauty product on this
green earth that can make you look s beautiful?

You don't? If you're single, that's ‘disastrous. If
you're married, it's not good sither (the bond's on

his finger, not over his eyes). Because thers's a
whole crowd of smashing beauties walking around.

And they won't tell their secret . . . but we will
... WIGSI But good grief, not fust any oid wig. |,
The whole mogic is in the fineness, And the finest
selection, by far, is ot Bernord's Wig Satons. Light. ) |

choose from. Go chead, swi

son, chairman of MYC and &
Camp Fire Girls leader,
The program will include’a
slide presentation on the Phil
adelphia conservation program.
After the main program, the
500 students expected for the
conference will splitintogroups
to plan projects such as clean=
1ing lots ‘and parkways, making
bicyele trails or painting build-
1ngs.

. and dozens of shades to
e, give it o whidl

priced from $29.88
priced from  $10.88,
priced from  $29.50.

\Use Your Security Charge

_-Bemagd_ WIG SALON
LIVONIA MALL

. LT
. 474-7800 -




