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An OPEN LETTER To The PUBLIC
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" MAY Strike April 12th™
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We, the workers of the Michigan Bell Telephone Company, represented by © i
the Communication Workers of America, would tike very much for you to take the 1|
fime 1o read this letter and get some of the focts about our current bargaining with
the telephone company. R | i

i This is not a sales pitch, a case of crying the blues, or one of sour grapes
; We just want you — the Public — to know the wages ond fringe benefits we ré-
i - ceive now and let'you decide for yourself it we have o problem or not. .

This letter is necessary due the fact thdt most major radio and television ] i BE i ' ! : | 3 LWAT 10-085, STH
stations will not even sell us time to express our views. With no major popers op-i} ! . ! THIS Cout
erating ot this time we ore all but blacked out in our attempt fo bring our case to
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i Most'people, including us, think of Michigan Bell os o very se
work. But why? Ask the103 men in Metro Detroit who were laid off{in the eorly
1960°s and never re-hired. All these men had approximately 4 years|service wil

the company. We cerlainly could have brought you people quicker ond better ser-
vice these past few years with their tolents and experience..
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Many telephone people have, the past 3 years, made a bundle of money.., :
But then, who couldn't warking 70-80 and sometimes 90 hours a week. The money _
is fine, but our families mean more to us — as does our health. i [ | R [
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JORS, And all top paid men is $133.00 per-week.” L ' ‘ ' .72-18. CAPA L FESCUE
A new man starting. with the company receives $82.50 weekly|and it takes: ‘ i sen '

him && months 1o reach the top. A telephone Operator starling with the company
receives $80.00 weekly and it takes her 66 months to reach her top pay. 1
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: day‘ off during the week and then receive just straight time:for Saturday work. [ i T N
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Our sickness benefits are good, but workers are fearful of usin:
The telephone company Is d req! “HOUND" on attendance. Over 5
puts us in the Supervisor’s office for aflong talk about dependability.
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