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Opene'i Brm

The 1868 Tiger opener had all of the color,
:gradition  and the spirit that generslly comes with
he start. of a season for America's favorite sport
'The :attendance was announced at 41,429 but
udging from ‘the number of empty seats in the
tands, there imust have been quite a few that
‘buughf tickets who didn't ditend. - |
In"the typical chilly, lustery weather that -
seems; to be one of the earmarks of an'opening
;game in the Motor City, Gov. George Romney and.
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IN A FAMILIAR ROLE isGov. George Rcmney
who fired the opening pitchito officially open the
season. Hé almost made it this time — the ball

. bounced once in front of the plate and then was
nabbed by catcher Mayor Jerome Cavanagh of
Detroit, ! :

GREETING EARL WILSON at the plate follow-
ing his long distance blast into the left field bleach-
ers is first baseman Mickey Stanley. Earl did slright
batting but ran into trouble'in the pitching depart-
ment and had to be replaced by Pat Dobson.

TRADIT]ONAL GOOD LUCK floral piece is
turned over to Tiger Manager Mayo Smith by a
representative of the Detroit Firefighters Associa-
tion. As has been the case in many o’lher openers,
the horseshoe wasn't lucky th|s time. Lo
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DlSCUSSING PROSPECTS are Tlgelr dent
John Fetzer and Manager Smnh it was cold and
blustery and the team lost bm Fetzer was still there
+, footing whenthe final out vas recorded o
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yor Jérome Cavanagh csme out for
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wd seemed about equally divided in Hs
towards the pair — half was booing
er half chéering. Who. the booing- was
ho | lhe c}eermg couldn’t quite be
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RS. The huge opening day:
gathering| had just that opportunity ‘prior to the
start of tHe game. All players were introduced

BALL. Here comes the first pitch from
r Earl Wilson and Boston's ‘Mike An-.
mptly -fouled it off into the second
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The fireworks, if one could call it! that 'on
such a chilly day, wer: pmwded first hy Tiger
Pitcher Earl Wilson jwith a home run and
then by 1Cnrl Yastrzemski, who | powered one
right field stands and ‘thea added an
park blnst ln Lhe nlnth

into the

mside-lh ing )

omer on a long belt to cemerf[eld

zemski, everybody's, cho:c]e as most

i catcher’s pdsition. Then came the call of " play bal
and the sedson was underwa . i
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]
. the dlamo d, laying out 7he batter's bcx and'the

va]uable player a yearago. It was one of his two
circuit c‘outs — 'the_other landed high
second deck of fhe nghtfleld s!ands
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OPENING DAY : FANS were (reated to' an—
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;- The four-than creéw appeared
jackets and caps-and;grey slacks:
{icxal .attire this year:
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t surprise move b;
gave the crowd. somethmg to cheer

“blasted the first pitch of Lefty Dick
vn the third base line’for a single.
as he got —he was a
r by Al Kaline.

0 Smith,

t when he
warth do
That's as far
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STANLEY who' start d at firkt base'
‘Yiger' Manager: .

chm of Iurce- .

Plc’rure story of Tigeffopener-
i by R. T. Thompson aiid Chief
| Photographer Jim H ibbard.

- *Rico_Petrocelli.
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BOSTON SHOWED some signsj Bi a'defending
ichampion in the second, ,inning wiign they broke
ithe. scoring_with {wo zfuns on ajing douhle hy

mith had opened thé"lrame- wnth a
brtstop and .beat ththi'lrow, .George..
Al Kaline but Joe LaHoud worked
walk, Then: Pe(rocelh‘&ofted one into

{Reggie S
!smash to sh|
Scott. flied to
Wilson for a
‘the |left field
iWillie Horton
{in chasing d

corner that wenf for to bases when
acted like anythmg ‘Bt an antelope
wn the ball 1

recewed cudn fnr "q'le season’s

,‘ Jones
base when he loped sftom. first. to

i . second while Andrews was onjthird in th
i third inning. -

| |WILSON. WHO IS as we]l kng%yn for his hit
thng as his pitching, received a stnding ovation
from the crolwd when he belted onf into the sec-
[ond\deck of the stands in léftcenter. It was the

first homer of the season and the fu'gt Tiger run oi
the Amencar League race. A
)

JOE LaHOUD, the 19-year- Connecticut
‘youngster filling .in for:Tony ConRgliari in right
;Tield, had some anxiols momeyhs in the third
" inning when he had to chase three {4gh flies in the
i blustenng wind catches.;He just di catch up with
‘and | hang on to a towenng blas by. Dick Me--
Auh{fe ‘The' fans: received a big kick from the
‘manner in which ' 'he chased, stopped: and jthen
chased the ball agam Before final; makmg the
lcatches o 1
i . i
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