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, sideration should be given to

- fillated hospitals, Of 12 infec~
* tions there were nine deaths

.+ veloped an Infection,

:best, But despite all precau~

Wednexdoy, April 17,1968

-+

4

I ° :"
bxarver Newspﬂpe

Page 3D

ANN ARBOR - Pentelliin
has beén found so effective
against the common Stape .,
hylococeis aureus that Univer
sity of buchigm surgeons are
now using it to protect all.of
thelr pnuen!x‘vhu undergo
bloodvessel surgery.

‘Infection s not common in
operations in which defective
arterles are replaced withplas-
He tubes. But when infectlon
does oceur “1t’s catastrophic,”
sald Dr.'§, Martin Lindenaver.
In cne recent study, nine of
12 patients with infections dled,
and another. lost his leg.

Bacterial contaminationof *

surgical wounds {s serious at

tons, there is no such thing as
a complelely s{ems operative
‘wound,
Coe e e
DR, LINDENAUER, assistant
professor of surgery nnhe UM
Medical School, says that al-
though the use of antiblotics is
still a controversial issue
among surgeoas, ‘serious con=

the prophylactic use of antibio=
tics in elective vascular recon~
structiva surgery.'”

Two -research studles have
convinced U~M surgeons that
the “appropriate use’ of anti-
blotles--before, during, andaf-
ter operations toimplant plastic
arteries--cdn prevent loss of
e or Xmb. .

“We started out very skep-
tically,” Dr, Lindenauer said,
“But we're so convinced now
that antiblotics can be-effective
that we’re not ‘willing to take
chances with patients, Vascular
graft infection doesn’t happen
very often, but when it does it’s
catastrophic.”

Dr. Lindenauer and Dr. Wil-
Uam J, Fry, professor of sur=
gery, investigated B90 cases
involving the use of plastic
prostheses at the U-M and af-

(a mortality of 75 per cent)
and one patlent required an
above-the-kiee amputatian,

The cause of death, the sur=
geons. discovered, was most
often -due to hemorrhage. The
Staphylococcus organism was
responslble {n most cases.

oo

VASCULAR'SURGERY s us=-
ually necessary to correct an
apeurysm of the aorta, an abe
normal enlargement of thearte=
rial wall. Graft infections
usually origisate In the groln,
and the spread of infection aften
requires amputation because
the graft has to be removed,

In redent vesearch, U-Msur-
geons {solated Staphylococcus X
organiSms from a human wound |
infection and used it to inocu~
late groups of animals in four
operative procedures to test
the effectiveness of penicillin,

In each wound organisms
suspended in saline solution
‘were dropped directly onto the
artery prior to closing, No
penicillin was given to control
animals. The other animals
were given procaine peniciliin
24 hours before surgeryandfor
three days afterward,

Animals who had not recefv=
ed’ the;antiblotic became in-
fected, None. of the animals
who were given penicillin de=

R

DR, LINDENAUER empha-
sizes that “the antiblotics must
be given before the operation
as well as Intracperatively to
be effective. Just giving them
postoperatively is 2 futlle af-
terthought,’» -

Many factors are’ tnvolved
in’ surgical wound infections,
the surgeon notes, including |
the number of organisms inocu=
lated, the presence of foreign
bodles, the patient’s age and
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NEW MANAGER of Dem- |
ery’s Farmington Store |sx
Warren, Gutherie, who (ook‘
over the assignment in Jan- |
uvery. He and his wife Jean,{
reside. in_Famington, wulh‘
their six’ children Barbara,

Tom, Charles, Bruce, Warren
and Deborah. He is a mem-
ber of the Farmington Cham-
ber of Commerce and active
in Farmington youthprograms,

Do triends make
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pbyslcal condition, the ledgth'

of operative procedure, and the
duration of prsnpenuve bos=
" pitalization

It's not su:prlslnz thxt u\sm
bave been fg results

In studles slwwlnz antiblos nnublouu wﬂl not be elpful,
three hour's aftor the tngeu:
tion of organisms, antibiotics]
of no value in prevente
infection, Ideally, the

tes ito be of no e, {n-
. quen‘'v the antiblotids have beed

. ldrmm;,:mdtnolnh, bapotats| mube

out. i

In evaluating the al!ecuveness
of antibiotics, he. sﬂyp
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remarks about the raw appear-
ance of your pewly bullt wood
dack? Let them; you')! have the
1ast laugh, Some week next year,
while ‘you're relgxing on your
weoptber-silvered deck, thay'll
be refinishing !helrs.
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