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From a Slnﬂ Correspondent
i [LANSING--Michigan 18 toy=
ing with computers 'as & way to
Ite better laws'faster and
ovide ‘Instant research into
tumes reaching back to its
irly days as a state,
The study, underway for three
ars, 1s now reaching thepolnt
decision.
Under the plan, all of Michi-
gan’s laws would be placed in
memory bank of a computer,
dcallable in minutes from tape,
would end weeks of research
me now reguired,
“If we were

;
i ALL STORES OPEN &
DAILY—10 AM. 10 9 P.M.

i SAT~9:30 AM.to 9 P.M.

T'o Pushbutton Statutesig

lol that pmblbly would cost
wall over $40 million would
delgy 2 final decision on com-
puterizing. Some officials and
legislators may be reluctant to
fnstall such’ aqutpment in the
existing Csplhl iwith construc-

tHon of a-new: one looming, -

I"But, should the Legislature
declda to bulld a new Capitol,
dctual works on’ such g-struc-
may be ﬂve years off,
Besldes I-‘lorldn, Pennsylva-
a end Iowa have gone to
cnmpuuu 0 aid their legisla-

o mated, it might cost $15,000 &
njonth,”” reported House Clerk
T} Thomas Thatcher.,

!

A 250 Value

named a six-man committes of
4 Hpuse and Senate members. to
udy . the of auto-

The Legislative Council has™

tures, Thatcher sald the Penn-

auto-  sylvania 15 fully au-
mated,,

}Fembuuy of tylng the

Michigan Legislature into the

shws existing: computers--

posslbly the one operated by

the State Soclal Services De-
)

rt

: A ! S
G NN S S
Eyes Switchover

puter _would provide typed m-
formation on all statums and
sections of laws dealing with
that one particular subject, !

reau must now bandle this ‘op-
urnﬂon manually, |
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' ating the legislative process,
“The biggest thing that coutd
& dope with the system would
@ in the  budget field,”
hatcher notes, ‘“For other
: phases, 1t would result In im=-
roved services.” :
i | The move toward computary
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i 1zing - Michigan's. laglsuuvP

| processes came after a month~

) long tost during 1ast fall's s)e-
1 cial session, ‘

v “‘ Four ielereaders and a tele-

|, type were set up in the Housa
i-and Senate, ted tg the Florida
1 Legislature's cumpu!er in Ta]-
. ahassee, ‘
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* JEWELRY REPAIR

* ENGRAVING

- BEAD -STRINGING

_{ | nformation on bills tntro-
uced In the speclal sesswn
.| was'fed into the Florida cam-
puter, making mmws and an
utline of the bill's purpose n-
tantly available in the Capitol,
i-| Going into a permanent sys-
.;t8m would result in complete

i services, with Information ‘on
imendments and current stand-

7

i ~\ g of the bl tastantly avail-
Large selection of watchbands by T —
Speidel, J. B. Crown and many other it tho osl, or my
makes at Wards Repair Dept. 11 Lapiate et oo
mittee to take a careful look
. DEAHBOR" E °* lem‘u before declding on adopting a

puter system jin Mi
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““'Social services has ope
that might Work...and it might
not," Thatcher isaid, «That's
somothing the commmae wlll
have to study.” ;

By using a state-owned com-
puter, a considerable savings
on the monthly lease of auto-
mation equipment might be pos-
sible, he added, |

Bulk of tie $15,000-a~month
estimated lease cost for a fully
_atomated program would be
for purchasing time on a com-
puter, he explained,

Screens on which reports
are flashed, and other such
equipment would be only a
fraction of ithe cost, ha-sald,

:Should the Legislature de-
cide on automating, receivers
probably would also be in-
stalled in the offices of some
ey state offictals,

 Among them ‘would be-Gov,
George Romney, Atty., Gen,
Frank J, Kelléy and Secretary
of State James M. Hare, Some
other might possibly be includ-
ed, !

officials could punch in ques-
tions about; particular legisla-
tion and ' have an answer
flashed back salmost instantly,
{ Biggest- use of the system
probuhly would be made by the
Leg!slnﬂve Service Bureau, the
agency responsible for taking
requests from legislutors and
dramng lhe bills,

| “We could store all our state
lnws thoss of other states and
federal statutes into the com-
nuhrs for: instant retrieval,’
Thatcher said,

1 The computer coutd be pro-
gramed so that it would. re-
trieve information on any sib-
ject by punching in one word,
such. a5 crime,. pollution, kid-
.naping, wnter
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