< Page 20%

1 |

M
Obser"veﬁ

Nem‘p&pe}s

(EDITOR'S NOTE: The fol-
lowing | article] written by
Averill J. Berman, whoteaches
U.S, History at| Los Angeles
City College, - explores the
rauch-debated problem of who
really | should | run wars:
generals or Des-
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was an Iniemxant clvulun i.n-
formed of the !dll structure
of ‘any given situafion and poa-'
sessing the character to con-;
{rent the Issues x'nl.latlt:llly."l
. .
THERE WAS lnd ed anecho .
of Von C! in the heart-:

plte common |opinjon that
generals are the specialists,
Dr. Barman comes up with
some surprising conclusions.)

*One’ of the fi
ing cries of a cqrialn segiment
of the -population is the call
to %urn the war over to the
military and let! them win it.
A corollary of this doctrine is
the scorn heaped upon civil-
fans who permit fpolitical’ con-
siderations to hinder the vic-
tory-minded gegerals and ad-
mirals. In almost ritualistic
fashion the dictum of the late
Gen; Douglas Mac Arthur Tn
war, there Is no substitute for
victory’ is cited as frrefutable
proof, But history does not
substantiate these conten-
tions.:

It was the grazz Prusstan
military expert Von Clause-
witz in his eaxly 1gth century
classic, ‘On Wat' who declar-
ed for all llme‘ that ‘war s
meraly the extensfon of pol-
itics by more vkolent means,’
To the old master it was pain-
fully apparent tht the strategic
decisions, apart|trom the nar-
rower bacw.:nl moves, were in-
separable from thelr political
context; And the ‘besl comman~
der, according |m his logic,
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HE

equent rally-

ache of the late Président Ken-
nedy after the
of the Bay of Pig
1961, 1 learned,’ Mr, Kennedy:
remarked, ‘\hl! the Mgmonl
of a competent civilian aware
of all aspects of the situation '
is often better than that of the
best general,’ He was referr-|
ing to hi® own abillty to gauge'
even better than the generals'
what was the principal poljti-
cal-military determinant for
success in the operation--the:
sentiment of the Cuban people
and their ability to join in any:
move for liberation,”

Another president, Harry S,
Truman,- had beeniin-a simi-;
lar situation 11 years earller,,
In 'October, 1950, U.S; forces
had made what was to prove &
fateful decision in crossing the
38th parallel leading to Narth
Korea, The North Koreans had'
been routed after the battle of,
Inchon, a brilliant stroke by’
Gen, MacArthur which' was to
enhance his prestige and em-!
bolden him for more precipit-
ous actjoos, At the time the
President said the decisionwas
a ‘strateglc’ one and should
be properly left to the mili-
tary--a declaration he was lat-
er to rue,”
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“After a serles of tragic
events which led to the dis-
missal of the famous general,
Mr, Truman remarkod: Hetold
me the Chinese Wouldn't come
tnto the war and I belleved|
b.l.m ? The earlier decision was
ol course a momentary, reling-
ishing of presidential reapma-
fbility for an dssessment cf|
‘hinese intentions, The. crucial
point at 158ue rested with thel
President who'is better pre-
pared to make, such evalua-|
tons thsn a man whose train-
{ng and backgrowmd m Bolsly
nuluu'y "

“AND ABRATAM LvcoLy
ho turned out to be ‘2 mag-]

with all the qualities that wonld
have delighted Von Clausewitz,
ned his problems with Mx gen-|
rals, dismissing cne n.ner the
other, Prafessor T, Hatrywﬂ-
fams in his ‘Lincoln and Hig
Generals® writes that not cnl;
was Lincoln the President af
wn.r but he also ag

1-in-chief.

point ot positioning troops an:
18suing detatled instructions od
such tactical andnarrowly mili<
tary matters as scouiing and
patrolling, In terms of the
arger ' design of the war, b
old the errant Fighting Jod
Hooker: T} explain it to you
agaln carefully, General; it"
ot Richmond that 1§ your
proper objective | buz ue's
army,"
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“But 1t was the
Gen. George B, McLellan wh
caused Lincoln the most en
guish, McLellan treated Lin
coln with studied contempt &n
contided in his. dlary that b
felt it & most malevolent dis-

nsation of fate that & man
‘inferfor’  to him as uneolu
should have been vested with
the supreme power, The Pres
ident was willing to imarsthe
insulta of his general if mxy
to serve the Union cause, But
Lincoln became. convinced that
McLellan ‘had the slows’ and
sent him a message saying,
‘i tha genaeral:doos not want
to use the army, could I bar<
row it for a while?” 4

“The battle of Antietam m
Seplember, 1863, proved to bo
the last straw, McLellan, lnthe
President’s vlew, shoutd lnvs
‘won more Lhmapaﬂmvlctnry.
With foreknowledge of the en-!
emy’s plans and with auﬂlciont
forces to do thé fob, McLellan
should have pressed his ad-l
vantage and dlsposed of Lee's:
armfes,"

“And Llncolnpercalved more;
than any of his generals that!
the emancipation of the slnvss
wes the essential ingredient for
the forging of the mighty sword
that would Tead to the wlttmatd
Testoration of the micn, It was
oaly when this momentous po-|
| 1ttical decision was taken: thaj
! the advantage swung decisivel,
to the union, More than 186,000
Negroes served in the Uniea
Army, sn incalculable additiog
to their forces, And the sub.
traction of the labor base fro
the South made it more dit]
ficult for the Confederacy td
find the essential manpowe!
to carry on the struggle,” J

1 d.(dnotcmtrolmoevenls,"l
the great emancipator saldwnht
characteristic humlmy.

‘4he - events controlled me "‘

He mado it clear that he was

not averse to the direction in|

which he was belng propelled, "(
. s i

“THE DOCTRINE ot military
omnjcompetence does not stand|
the test of World War I, Barb-|
ara Tuchman fn “Guns of Au-!
gust”” has drawn a melancholy!
pleture of the sagacity of the!
generals on both sides. Then
specter of commanders order-|
ing troops by the tens oﬂhou-l
sands agatnst flxed, strongly:
fortified positions without the!
slightest prospect of success|
was appalling, . Nor could the
military, especially m!heGer-:
man side, shift the blame to
the clvillans, After 1916, the
German general staff under!
Hindenberg and Ludendorff was
in control, wnhindered by the
slightest restrlctlon trom the !
virtually nonexistent civilian |
Aunmrsty, and 1t did not !n.re;
well.”

“On the allied side, a}!er
all the sorry contests for pow-!
er and prestige of the gener-
als, leadership improved mark-
edly after the ascendancy ofthe |
civillan leaders David Lloyd
George of Britaln and Georges;
Clemenceau, ‘The Tiger!’ ot
France, In March, 1918, Clem-*
enceau cmsuued Marshal ‘
Petain on the steps to be taken|
to counter the last great drive
of the German Army, The mar-
shal recommended a static de-
fense but Clemenceau over-
ruled him and ;demanded an |
Allied offensive and the!
*Tiger” proved to be right.!
It was he who remarked ‘“war:
is too Important to be leni
to the generals,”” !
..

.

“In an almost parallel sit-
vatfon as revealed by Marshal
Zhukov in his memolrs, !ha‘
most famous of the Sovietcom-'
‘manders complained hltterly
about Stalin’s interference I.m
his military plans, Moscow wasi
under siege in December, 1941,
and Zhukov thought it would bo._
disastrous to moimt an attack,
He recommended letting the
Germans comeéto him, To do.
otherwise, he warned, was to
run the risk of squmdering\
his prectous reserves,’” \

“At that point, according to!
the marshal, Stalin tried per-|
suasfon 4nd when that wouldn't!
work, ordered .2 counter-of-/
fensive, It was then that 100, 000
Russian women' poured ot of
the city and undertookthe back-~
breaking labor of digging the.
trenches, setting up the barbed:
wire and mounting the artil-}
lery emplacements, The resull'
1s history,’" N
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cherry, blossoms with Senator Robert P, Griffin during
a recent visit to the Capitol., Cheryl, a freshmai
Southwestern Community College in Dowa
on a degree in social work followed by a stmL jn
the Pelace Cormps.

n ‘;at
ans

! trlnu ot Von Clausewitz tothe

auuxoﬂty,
and F

dlsputed as to the judgmént he
d.lsplxyad could never be:chal-
lenged in terms of his agthor-
ity. |The baslc strategls do--
cisions of World War II; like
khe( mnslm of Europe in'l!
were made by the civilianlead- .
ors u the blg three powers."
. + s
‘BUT .IT IS THE wir i
Vlelmm, the most agoalzing
nnd frustrau.nz conflict in U.S,
, that raises the’doc-

front could ereale:
tions for ending tn¢
“He argued thaf
ing of the North

stitute for such a
' pof

Itical effort, He 3
that Ho' Chi Minh [bad prevail< 1
iwho 1n 1954
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power, Professor Befnard
{1, who died recently inViet~
’ m\m, Was.a man whohww his
Vietoamese histary, He wrale
l!wll.l ithe *
. the parallel hierarchies of the
Katfona]l Liberation Froot and
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