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\(€DITOR"S  NOTE: Our Livi
onia edition recently reported
that  Charter ~ Commissioner,
Fred Shirley . and his wifa
wle so appalled at racist
aditudes in  the . suburb}
folfowing “the death ofi Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. that Mr.,
Shirley  turned “his weapons.
over'to the police department'
and in. his window placed a'
sign saying his home is un'
armed. The first few  letters)
today are reactions to that,
news story.)

Agrees
With Shirleys

EDITOR:

This letter Is a reply to the
article written by WalliSchnei-
der, “Guns” in your Sunday,
April M4, issue.

am another Livonian who
Is the same way as Mr.

d Mrs, Fred Shirley, I am
88 sick and Hred of all the
prejudices against the Negra.

If only the so-called al-
mighty white race would. open
up thelr bearts and eyes and
look at a Negro and see he is
2 man; not look and say he is
a black man, All men are
created equal; all mer are born
and all men die,

- 1t the parrow-minded Rnd
bl;nlod people don't wake up
soon, it seems the people in
dur country could be the cause
of our nation falling, Why can’t
people treat others |as they
themselves want to be treated,
“Y very seldom go td church,
but I am more Christian thag
some so-called Christians who

to church every day and

ce on Sundayl If these peor
le would only live by the Ten
there would b¢
lot less trouble within our
hation and the world, ‘

‘When a Negro family moves
into my nelghborhood, I will
be one person who will offer
them a bot cup of coffee of
aicold glass of beer. Amen

1 pray that someday all mef
will shake hands and look into
each other, and not at the color
of: our skin, outward appeart
ances and forelgn names.

CAROL GUSTAFSON
14851 Country Club Dr.;
Livonia V

Disagrees Entirely
With The Shirleys’

EDITOR:

We have just finished reading
your article of Mr. and” Mrs,
Shirley giving up their guns,

‘To say the least, we are
disgusted, all this publicity
about guns and people belng so
very honorable! We have.never
had a gun in obr home and
do not feel it is necessary
to paint signs in our window
to tell the world our childrep
have learned the word ‘‘nigger”
from school but they have also
learned many others which we
have tried to teach them are
wrong.

Our children will probably
continue to learn many things
we do not appiove of and hope
we can help them to learn that
they are wrong, but as long
as 50 much publicity is given
to these very items, such as
even having a gun in the house,
we will have a difficult Ume
helping them,

Is this_ the best you can do
oa your front page? Did you
bother to find out how many
people do not have guns, are
Dot causlog trouble in Livon-
1a? So what if Mayor Hubbard
endorsed Mayor Moelke, that
made very little difference to
us, he has his opinfon and
every right to volce it, so
what!

We live down the street from
the Shirleys and liké them
vary much but we do not feel
articles such as this help our
community in any way. We feel
we must teach our children
now to treat all human belngs,
regardless of color or anything

else, and this must be done '

'v.ryday not with signs or

mdrches or big headlines but

Just in everyday lving,

MR, AND MRS. A, GRECK
37708 Howell,
Livonla :

Congratulations f
To Shirleys !

EDITOR:

. Congratulations to Fred and-
Natalte Shirley on their action
reported in The Observer. |

! The time Is overdue for all
lho are against racism to speak
up, We are guilty of a sin.of
omission when we remaln silent
and allow those cpposed to

rights to be ‘the volce
of the community, AsChristians
as citizens, we mustnotre-
1apse Into passive hontnvolve-
x{xm but must speak out, vole,
and conduct ourselves in such
'1 manner to show that we are
racism,and the degrad-
ation of human dignity that ac-
-companies it,
’ BETTIE BETTASO
34047 Sherwood
Livonia

Appalled By o«
Actlons f
I,nvoma Tpenc

EDITOR: ¢

IS

{AsiI pause here fof a mom-
ent of silence for Mgrtin Lu- :
ther King 1 cannot help re- .
cdlling the apalling|situation
that ‘one of ofr clty's busl-
nessmen must endure every
day. | I R
1 am spesking of the little
old man who. runs the Strohs
ice-cream parlor at 5|mll% and .
Newburg road,

A few weeks u;o.hls bust-
ness was almast dembmshnd by
a group of teen-age brnLi from
Holmes Junior ngh School
merely because he vya.s trying
to prevent

|
. g ‘t

ome-

must .be very mxserabla I wnuld like ito fake thl uni.ncome A
phople. who &7y to mske Stevenson C1 1r| Pralses Boys’ Clubs opportutt|to sive 3 petsendl ) oeimncir ,,m,‘m,es{a, gt
e for other people. ! EDITOR: - . tribute toall ofthe Perhaps the proper!y taxion 1
love our horses, Most of me ngh Pralse s R: - - > board members and - staff 1 hormes should be repl h STANL%
our best nat to; hurt EDITOR: | Thie Boys: Clubs of Melro- the - metropolitan area Boyd | tax on income with no ex¢rip-
other people’ property whenwe odr Livoifa Wo: m's tiy politan Detroit held their-an- Clubs, 1 consider m not onlj! ‘ tions, even if it may mean rals-

nual volupteer recogition
dinner on April 1 in the Vet~
eran’s Memorial Butlding ‘on
W. Jefterson.

wnue to the ‘fact um Fma
comparatively new member
11! the Motherls Service Club
of Redford Township -and liad ]
néver attended any of thése T,
finctions, 1 fhust say 1 was Income Tax
very {mpressed with the vast T
udlied interest In our boys and For- Schools
‘young men, ) ¥

{Not only was the dinner gu- . EDITOR: ™
perb and the entertainm
excellent but I found the dedica~

but people like, you don’t
who you burt, As an ex-
cuss you act concemed, when
Il you really want 15 your own _
wny, for us to either give up
our homes; or, the horses we
love. Livonia 'would ‘do well
fo get rid of people who think
like you do] lnsteadp{ourhors-
es: .

clnb‘hzd the'pleasur
the Stevenson High'SH
phonle Cholr at our Eresident!s.
Day \Tea. The Choit ls under*
the d.lrecuon of l‘r. Lowell
Everson. About 100 strohg, they
did & wondérful jobiof enier-
taining the club and jts guasis.
They wera superb, {o say Jthe
lenst They conducled thlm-
selves as les“add ‘gentle-
men zll the time (he)' werewith
us, | LA

1t Is a sad thing far Staven*
son High School fo javel such
bad publielty, whenPhey| tave.
such| talented, well tannered, . tion and award ceremony to be

‘gchwl. . both interesting and emouon-
'BRIEN , ally rewarding,

of ha

a privileg
bndolsymi-;

be affiliatec
with this m
tion.

but" an ' fionor
in’any small wai
arvelous organiza;
1

“ing the personal mc\me, ax
substantially, :
Those whoderivethe gren
! beneflt from good schools\
i students and the Emplﬂxt

e
MRS, [JEAN ANN TOBIAL 'Sy
should assume the full buf En
e
e
-

M
MOTHER'SSERVICE CLUH
RE%DFC')RD TOWNSHI!

for better- educatfon and L¥;
the present tax burdén of
; old, the poor, and lho
privileged.

Since  houstng, .food,
: clothing are the basc néeds
 tor all people, rich and
| educdted and wmeducated, !Here
should be no objection to'the
your House Bill #4095 in con-| bl éfther In fis present thrm
nectlon with adequately financ-; OF in a form that would en-
ing schoel nedds from a tax  courage, home ownerjhip 2nd

help Ahce T

five mu leipal swis
will gou;)p the Kala
Aug, 6. An" addition
000 has; beer; pledg:

BT

H lr Clty Cnu.ncll 1s mr, ‘which
1ithink they are, we won't be
dsscrlmum!ed agalnst, We are
wuung toitry and do some-
thing about any problems we
have, but not to gm up all
loge!her.

profit community (mprnvemeni
qrganizaﬂon. The ac ty com~
mission Voted to put the Issué
before lhe voters after knock-
ing it out of.the. proposed city

this ye;

1 was pleased to learn about]

LIIRS. M. SEVERSDN

This could have béen nnlca
place where mothers ‘and their
cmldren could go {orl&\ sundae,
or whalaver, for a few minutes,
But believe me they {iare nok, !

1 observed thisdisgusting sit-
uation’ myself. Upon énterlngl
wlckly discovered a place full
of youths in-black leather jac-
kets yrestling and scutfling all
over the place and in the pro-
cess Some of the owner’s finer
merchandise was knocked from
the 5half and broken and the
owner's efforts to stop this were
completely lgnored,

One of my children was also
bimpgd and 1 quickly had to
repﬂmand the youth, who, ap-
proached by an adult, quickly
apologized.

T am writing this to voice my
complaint and try to get help
for this man and others like Him,
You parents sitting at home
watching’ your color televisions
should go take a look for your~
selves, Your child might even
be there.

! DONALD W. HOPPE

King Merhorial'
Open Housmg

EDITOR: i ;

ln cities Ihrougholrt this wun~
try, the affairs of men have
pauséd briefly during the past
few days to hohor thé memary
of Dr. Martin Luther:King, Jr.

In \Plymonlh,’ hawever, there
has been no pause; we have
carried on the process s B(lﬂ'ving
almost as if' Dr. King never
existed, That first Sunday’s
sermons elegized him, of
course, but, after all, the sit-
uation dem:nded it,

Almost everyane felt at least
a litde sorry, and it would
have been awkward and embar-
rassing not to preach about
him_only thred days after his
death, With the exception of
these comments, though, noth-
ing has hoted his passing or his
contribution te American so-
clety, There have been nocom-~
memorative school assembifes,
no memoriat servlces. 3

" This seems slrange and, at
the same ume,umderslandable.
How tronle, how inconsistent,
how hypocritical it would be
for lus to hopor the man in
death when we systematically
opposed his efforts in Iife!

Any elegies we m|ght fom-
pose now would only ping hollow
in the face of our past actlons,
Gilding will not hlde our his-
tory, Therefore, let' us make
no Epeeches, Elegles cannot
do fustice to the men Who In-
spire them, anyway. Grea
always dwarf the words written
about them, - H

Even Dr, King, eloquent as
he was, will not be remembered
primarlly for his words, but for
hls deeds, his example of right-
mindedness, justice, horor, and
16vel

llowev:r, we do not have to
walt in embarrassed Silence
until the natlon has finished
lauding him, We can honor him
without making hypocrites of
ourselves, We can act, Ply-
mouth can begin by enacting and
enfdrcing an open housfng or-
dinance, Anything less would
be profane,

" bupLey R, BARLOW
Teacher of English
Plymouth High School

‘Horseowneér

Answers ..
EDITOR: :

Disgusted 1sn'l any more dis-
zus!ed than ws, the horseowa=
ers, are with; people like you.
You have nlenty of nerve want-
ngito know why we don’t move,
Why do people Like you move
Intoia eommunity like this and
I.hl.n‘k you shoum mm over?

As- for ‘the nenr accident,
‘how do you knovl so much n.bout
‘1t7 Did you nln out, when, yoi
saw it, hop].ng to lmd some=
thing to use td get things dtart-
‘ed? As for riding:én lawis, I
‘Amagine if someone steppedonn
‘took on @ lawh, the whole thing
‘would be tom up ih ymu‘ yer~
.sion, What rcauy ﬂlsgusu ma
is. tha way everything is
mggenud by people t.u:e yuu.

N i
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