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WASHINGTON -- Medical
costs are soaring,

Hojipital prices across the
natlod went up 22 per cent
in 1967, Doctors’ fees rose

providing no 1ncenuve for hos-'
pitals to be more elficlent..

The government is alsostep=
ping up its research into meth=
ods of providing health care

the HEW Department to sup-
port investigations and experi~
meats {n improving health ser-
vices.

Rep. Harley O, Stnzgers_, D=

tAmerica’s third largest in-
dustry,’” with expenditures of
over $43 billlon 2 year,

But, he noted, the federal
government spends less than

services.

PRESIDENT JOHNSON ask-
ed Congress for authority to
‘change the existing method of
payment for drugs under the

range’ for drugs paid for by
the government under these
progiams, Administration of-
ficlals say the effect of the cost
range would be two-fold.

edical, Hospital Costs Soar To Record Highs

lowest cost, substandarddrugs.

Although the President’s pro~
posals for slowing the rise in
health costs are directed main~
ly towards federal programs,

ety

mean savings for all husplle
users. And administration of#,
ficials say that it physicians,
become accustomed to pre=;
scriblng less expensive brands;

6.1 ner cent. more efficiently. W. Va., chairman of the House. 0.1 per cent of total health ex- Medicare and Medicaid pro- It would elimlnate thehlghest administration officlals belleve of drugs for their medicare and.
By cantrask the Consumer A National Center for Health committee which handleshealth  penditures o( over $43 billion grams to reduce costs. cost drugs ‘when th that private medicaid patients, theywlllal.{od
Price q-*-mdex shows a general Services Research and De- matters, said last im~ The President proposed to were available at lower cost. reap the benefits. prescribe them l’or their pri-

cost-of-llving increase in 1967
of only;3.3 per cent.

RIqug prices mean bigger
bills for the government as
well asfor individuals, In fact,
the godprament now pays for
one- Lh.l:d of all the days of pa-
tlent care in general hospitals
under the medicare and med-
lcaid programs.,

Government expenditures un=
der these two programs--one
for the elderly, the other for
the needy--were expected to
top $6.billien this year.

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
and administration officials are
becoming! Increasingly con-
cerned.

A Senate subcommittee un-
der Abraham A, Ribicotf, D=
Conn,, plans an {nvestigation of
rising medical costs and what
can be done about them be-
ginning the end of April.

President Johnson, fn his
State of the Union message,
promised he would take steps
to ‘*stem the rising costs of
medical care,”

The American Hospital As-
soclation anticipates a 15 per
cent increase inhospitalcharg-
es In 1968 and for the next
several years,

A MAJOR FACTOR pushing
up these costs is higher wages.
Hospital workers, who tradi-
tionally have been low paid and
low skilled, were brought un=
der the minimum wage law for
the first time in 1967.

Major nurses’ strikes across
the country resulted in big pay

'~ ralses for nurses and in turn
tended to pull up wages of other
hospital employes,

New, specialized equipment
and higher standards of care
are also raising hospital prices,
And private health Insurance,
which usually covers only hos=
pital  expenses, encourages N
many patients to use hospitals
although the care they need
could be, provided much less
expenslvely n nursing homes,
outpatient clinrics and doctors®
offices.

STILL ANGTHER FACTOR
boosting hospital costs is that
there are no real economic
incentives for hospitals to re-
duce costs. They are not in a
competitive  business, and a
person who 1is sick has no
cholce but to pay what they
charge.

The year that Medicare went
intq effect, 1966, doctors’ fees
went up 7.8 per cent, Many
physicians who had formerly
charged elderly patients less
than thelr usual fee started
charging the full rate since the
government was gaying for it.

The 1966 rlse was more than
twice as great as in 1965, In
addition, doctors were respond-
ing to the generally higher cost
of Hving.

Drug prices have been going
up too, although not as fast as
many medical costs, The cost
of drugs went up 2.4 per cent
in 1966, Government officlals
consider that many of the brand-
name drugs are overpriced, and
costs could be reduced.

THE MAIN THRUST of the
President’s proposals would be
to change the way the govern-
ment reimburses hospitals and
doctors for Medicare and Med-
1cald patients,

The President asked the De-
partment of Health, Education
and Welfare (HEW) to begin ex~
perimenting with new ways of
reimbursing doctors, hospltals
and other medical care institu-
tions in a way-that would pro-
vide incentives for reducing
costs.

Administration officials have
suggested that hospitals should
be allowed to share any sav-
ings In cost with the govern-
ment, Under existing law, which
limits reimbursement to actual
costs, all savings must be pas-
sed on to the government, thus

velopment s being set up in that the health services were proved n\aumds of delivering establish a ‘'reasonable cost And it would also eliminate the More emcimt.hnsplmls will  vate patients.

BUY AN ORTHO

WHIRLYBIRD SPREADER for 5. 95

ORTHO- GRO LAWN FOOD

5,000 SQ. FT. . 10,000 SQ. FT.

.50  °5.00

{price w/o Whirlybird, $4.45) | (price w/o Whirlybird, $7.95)

OR'I'IIO IS GAI.
LAWN SPRAYER

$1.00 OFf! Was $3.98

2.98

Let water pressure do the i
work! This sprayer at-
taches to your hose and ac-
curately siphons, iixes and
sprays chemicals in the pro-
per portions. Heavy spray
to get down to root zone.

ORTHO-GRO’
lawn food

THIS BAG FEEDS 10,000 SO.FE.

Ortho-Gro Lawn Food contains both fast acting and long feeding plant nutrients
in a high nitrogen 2244 formula . . . a ratio thdt is recommended by experts
for turf grasses. Also contains iron. Charge both the Lawn Food and a Whir-
lybird today! .

3l ORTHO
SUPER LAWN GROOM

5,000-SQ. FT. ~10,000 SQ. FT.

3.95  ‘9.95

(price w/o Whirlybird, $6.95) (price w/o Whirlybird, $12.95) °

BUILDS BEAUTIFUL
GREEN LAWKS

22-4-4 with IRON

LETHE BED taree Pt

et

'ORTHO SYSTEMIC
ROSE & FLOWER
CARE

5 LB. CANISTER

*2.98

Sprinkle aroungd plant
and water in . .5 it pro-
tects against suckmg and
certain chewing insects
for 6 weeks! Also feeds
with special formula.

@; KILLS LAWN WEEDS
@ FEEDS AN BUNDS

BEAUTIFUL CREEN (AWNS
NET WEIGHT 27 POUNDS BOUNCES 21-4-4

Super Lawn Groom is a complete 21-4-4 lawn fertilizer that also controls most
lawn weeds . . . such as dandelion, chickweed, plantain and many more. Con-
tains both fast acting and long lasting plant nutrients, including 2% iron. Save
at Frank’sl

GET THIS
43% OL

BONUS
SIZE

FOR JUST

Buy One Gal. at Reg. °4.98
Price...Get 2nd Gal. for Only

. MIX OR MATCH THEM ANY WAY YOU CHOOSE

EVERGREEN ‘ORTHO-GRO
& AZALEA PLANT
FO0D FOOD

 ORTHO
ROSE
FOOD

Get Second Get Second Get Second
Gallon for Gallon for Gallon for ﬁ"% more ior the irice of the quart siée! 2
Only le! o"’y Te! o"’y Te! roofs and al}, wnthout harming de:i::blse'

lawn grasses. Contains 2, 4-D and Banvel-D
to kill dandelions, plantal.n and many more
lawn weeds. Charge it at Frank's,

WEED-B-GON S‘
PINT SIZE .

BT AW
¢ . .
e e v | [P FRANK'S NURSERY SALE Fehance . |

Celegbration of Junior . . N " i
Achievement of Southeastern . . : :
Michigan. The awards con- ANN ARBOR-3590 thlmw across from Arborland FARMINGTON-1530 Grand River in the Farm, Plaza .  DETROIT (Near E)=14049 Jos. Campau at McNichols WATERFORD-PONT.-5319 Highland (M-59) at Alrport
vocation, scheduled for May CITY OF WESTLAND-34420 Ford Rd., E. of Wayne Rd. LIVONIA-27650 Schooleraft at Inkster, B'k‘ham Plsza DETROIT (N.E.)-15200 East Seven Mile Road at Hayes B'HAM-BLOOMFIELD~B575 Telegraph at Maple Road
9 at Masonic Temple, Detroit, INKSTER-DEARBORN~-25488 Mich, Ave. at Gulley Rd, DETROIV (N.W.)-21221 West Seven Mils, E. of Lahser EAST DETROIT~22501 Kelly Road, S. of 5 Mile Road CLAWSON-14 Mile Rd. at Crooks Rd,, Clawson C
expected to draw some LINCOLN PARK-1752 Dix at Southfield, Sears Center DETROIT (NW.)-15025 McNichols, E. of Greenfield FRASER AREA-34900 Groesheck Hwy. at 15 Mils Rd., OAK PARK-23030 Coolidge (Schaefer) ‘N. of -9 Mils
000 teenagers and J. A. SOUTHGATE~14601 Eurlkf. East of Dix-Toledo Hwy. DETROIT (W, SIDE)-B625 Greenfield just S. n|v-lnv Rd. ST. CLAIR SHORES-3011C Harper, 2 biks, N. 12 Mile WARREN-27650 Van Dyke bet. 11 & 12 Mile Roads
supporters. I . ' . i :
i

A complete and balanced fertilizer
containing organic fish and chelating
agent. Feeds thru both roots and
foliage for quick response. Neutral
pH (acidity) best for most plants.
12:6:8 formula,

Feeds thru both roots and leaves, just
mix with water and apply. 10-8-7
formula plus minor elements is acid
forming for acid loving plants and
helps correct and prevent chlorosis
(yellow leaves).

Makes feeding as easy as watering!
One gallon makes up to 240 gallons
of diluted plant food. 8-12-4 formula
complete with, chelating agent that
is recommended by many experts for
roses.
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8yron -J. Nichols, vice
president-marketing ~ staff,
Chrysler Com., has been




