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‘WASHINGTON =-- The shot
that killed Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and dropped 2 pall of
smoke and despalr over adozen
citles, tore through a set of
conditions in the United States
that have historically produced
revolutions In other nations.

An anlysis by a Harvard
University sociologist reveals
that classic revolt=stirring
condlttons are very much pre-
sent in America of the 1960s.

What form the revolution
takes--whether violent or quiet
~differs from country tocoun-
try, but the conditions glving
rise to revolt are the same.

They were present in both
French and Russian revolu-
tlons; they are present here.
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“THE NEGRO REVOLT s a
classic case,” saysDr, Thomas
F. Pettigrew, Harvard profes-
sor and consultant to the Civil
Rights Commisston,

tWe are in the stage of
mass letdown and discontent,
says Dr. Pettigrew; “Some-
thing’s got to give, There is
going to be a revolution, but
1t could always be a quiet one,”

England seamed to be headed
for an tpheaval after the French
Revolution, says Dr. Pettigrew,
but {t was not violent because
the English oligarchy gave
ground,

«] dom't really expect a
French reolution here,..but the
killleg of King cannot be any=-
thing but a stunning reversal,”
and a farther step in the.rev~
olutlonary process.

Historlcally, revolutions
have occurred in countries ex-
periencing true progress, That
very progress sets up four
revolt-stirring conditions in
nations with large disadvantag=
ed populations; it forces widen=
ed economic gaps between the
dominant and  subordinate
classes.
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A PERIOD OF LONG, slow
economic and social progresse=
the first stage toward revolu-
tion-=is followed by sudden
sharp reversal and crisis--the
second stage.

“We are now in that ominous
second stage,” says Dr. Pet-
tigrew. The tragic summer of
1967 marked the reversal; Dr.
King’s assassination accele~
rates its downward course.

“iDr. King was the only sym-
bol of Integration, black or
white, who commanded the loy~
alty and attention of Negroes
of many different political back=
grounds...he was the only one
with a span of charisma,”

The terrible irony of King’s
assassination ts that the United
States was beginning to look
as though It were turning a
corner, Dr. Pettigrew points
out.

The riot commission’s bold
message of white racism seem=
ed to be making a difference
with middle class whites. Sud-

For Pretty Cakes

A course of basic techniques
in decorating cakes, pastries,
sandwich loaves and meat en-
trees, will begin at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, May 8, in Building
A off the Oakland Community
College Orchard Ridge Campus.

Ralph G. Gillespie,
Jr., has rejoined Brooks
& Perkins, Inc., Detroit-
based producer and fab-
ricator of light metals,
as assistant director of
advertising and public
relatjons. For the past
nine years, Gillespie has
held various sales and
marketing positions with
Minnesota Mining & Manu-
facturing Company. Prior
to going with 3M, he was
with Brooks & Perkins,
Inc. ih production and
engineering  department
capacities. ‘Gillespie, his
wife and three children
reside at 7935 Beatrice
in Westland.

denly the Senate had come to
life with an open housing bill,
e oa

“WITH KING’S SHOOTING,

‘frankly, I don’t have the cour=

age anymore to stand up in

front of Negro audiences and
tell them to continue to be-
leve,’” he says.

The four conditions bred by

progress and leading to revolt.
are:

Living conditions improve 2t
a faster pace for the dominant
group than for the subordinate
group. In every realm from
housing to health, the absolute
galns of Negroes in the 1950s

‘epale by comparison’ to white
gains, says Dr. Pettigrew.,
Expectations in the lower
class outpace real changes, In
1863 an overwhelming majority
of Negroes-=73 per lcent of

those surveyed In a natlonal
sample=-thought whiteattitudes
toward blacks would be better
in five years, More than 60
per cent expacted thelr income,
working situation and housing

Tells Of Revolt-Stirring Conditions In Anierica

accommodations to be better In
five years; only two to three
per. cent expected they would
Dbe worse.

Status Inconsistencles,asbe-
tween educational achievement

and job level, increase.
Members of the lower class
broaden their perspective and
begin to compare their condi-
tlons to those of the dominant
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Ambush Spray Cologne and
Dusting Powder Set, .. 86
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® Gratiot at Van Dyke, WA 50100
® Wondward, Highland Pk., TO 81300 ® Macomb Mall, Gratiot at 13%

® Geand River at Oakman, WE 33300, ® Lincoln Park, Southficld ut Dix, DU 37000
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