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WASHINGTON == Mr, snd
Mrs, George W, Lowry live in
the Negro. ghetto of the natién’s
capital,- Their income hovers
atound $350 2 raonth, and they
p4id a total of $400 including
fihencing charges, for a used
combination - phonograph  and
television set they thought
B8 new, The et went on the
ink 2 month after the pur-
hase, they sald, A recentcheck
owed that a new set of the
ame brand with full warranty
plld be purchased for $244
ash,

The Lowrys bought thelr set
om 2 furniture store in an
rea hard hit by looting and
urning, The store’s cost of
e set was $90,
Gwendolyn Sellman, whose
usband {s an $80-a-week bar-
nder, paid $313 for a sofa
nd-chatr set, The sofa started
collapse less than a month
fter purchase, A good sofa
avallable in Georgetawn for
199,

The whole price was less
than $70 for the five-plece sofa-
bed sulte,

A drab sun-bleached dacron
nd Tayon sult, without label,
as offered for $90 by a credit
othing store, A leading men’s
ore o posh Connecticut Ave-
e wag selling English wool
luits for the same price that
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The practices mentionedhere
are not unusual, Nor are the
storeg, If anything, they are
commpnplace In every major
dlum in America, Everywhere
they operate in much the same
#ay.

These are not the stores that
middle-case hausewlves usu-
ally patronize. And they don't
sell the same way as do stores
that serve the general market,
Prices, for instance, almost
always are for the ltem in-
cluding financing charges, Cash
sales are not encouraged, .

State

Trims Road
Mowing

LANSING <~ The Department
of State Highways has started
trimming Its roadside grass and
weed control program In an ef-
fort to cut spending by $500,-
000 tn the fiscal year ending
June 30,

“Our 1967-68 budget calls
for reduced maintenance ex-
pendityres and this program
can be reduced without disTupt-
fng essential public sergice,”
said John P, Woodford, deputy
state highway director,
| The Department spent $1.7
million in fiscal 1966-67 for
grass and weed control along
9,200 miles of state highways,
The 1967-68 budget allocates
$1.2 million for this purpose,

All but essentlal mowing 1s
being delayed until July 1 when
operations will be limited to
two complete cuttings a year
in the northern 40 countles and
a maximum of three annually
In the southern 43 countiess
Mowing will also be limited
In most instances to within
15 feet of the shoulder,

" Previously, state roadsides
have been mowed,an average of
three or four times a year,
generally to the right-of-way

€.

Essentially unaffected by the
program cuts are urban park-
ways, depressed freeways and
other areas where grass should
be cut more often for safe
highway operation.

Brides Must

Remember
Changes

{ Before her wedding day, a
ywng woman should tell a fe#
people other than her guests
about this important event in
her 1ite,

INSURANCE POLICIES will
eed changes. If the father
of the bride-to-be has owned
a life Insurance policy for ber,
he may want tochange the own-
rship of the policy from his
ame to hers or her husband’s
ame,

* She'l] probably want tochange
the beneficiary from her *‘old"’
family to her 'ew’’ cne, But
she should remember to name
second and third beneficiaries,
ays Miss Bell, Tragic as @
may seem, the possibility of an .
accident um)lvmx both husband
and wife should not be over’
looked, Without additional ben-
named, insurance
monoy can be tied up in estate
and pot be avatlable for im-
medjate expenses,

Other name changes inclode
, bank recerds, driver’s uum,
employment: records, car title,
redit ,and membership cards,
identifieation cabd-in bAfold,
hospital records, and boads or
pther lnwgmanu Miss Bell
points out,

- payme

"Some Merchat

High-credit stores sell matn-
1y to poor people, and are usu-
ally. in poor. meighborhoods,
Their sales (at least 92,7 per
cent of them) are, on credit,
‘whereas general-market stores

-do_about 26,5 per cent of their

trade on credit, actording to a
recent Fedoral Trade Commis-
ston (FTC) study of high-credit
stores,

Because, thesa stores deal
mainly with the poor, they do
only 16 per cent af the city's
total retail credit business, but
the way they aff those with
whom they trade 'is causing
great concern, Experts inurban
matters feel that their methods
aggravate the plight afthe poor,

What these stores offer is
convenlence to people Who can-
not afford to pay cash for what
they feel they need or who,
for various reascns, cannct or
will not buy at genéral-market
stores, using charge accounts,

“They aré paying,’’ one law-
yer familfar with the situation
says, “a poor tax, It’s that
simple.’"

The FTC's study points out
that, In general, poor people
pay more for inferior merchan-
dise,

The merchants, when they
will talk about it, defend their
pricing andsales methods, They
have to charge 50 much, they
say, because they have tocover
the high rate of loss incurred
from bad detds,

A typical criterion for ex-
tending credit -is. whether a
prospect has been employed for
a year, How many other debts
he has, how many mouths he
has to feed with how much
income, or other measures of
his abflity to pay are rarely
examined, When, as often hap-
pens, the store paymentsarenct
met, the creditor can repossess-
he goods, sue the buyer for
the unpald balance of the debt,
and garnishee his salary, The
latter, could cost the deblor
his job. The ltem usually 1S
sold again after repossession,

It began in May of 1965,
Annte Lee Lowry remembers.
She was home With ber five
children when a salesman came

(o the

d MrsF Lowry had not planned
to buy 2 bedspread, She didnt
need ohe, But a spread (cr only
$1a week,

n ﬂways starts tm way,
t that subtle rhythm of
a changing tide. Just a litile
at a fime, Mrs, Lowry could
not have foreseen then the day
when she and her husband would
owe the merchant more than
$650 dollars,

George Lowry's take-home
pay from his job as 8 cook
at 2 drive-in restaurant was
$66 a week, The Tent was about
$80 a month, Mr, Lowry now
says, “A dollar. Why, anybody '
figures he can get a dollar
anywhare,”” .,

Mrs, Lowry signed a plece
of paper and the thing wasbers,
The price was 339 for the blue
chenille spread and two match-
ing piliows, It seémed a bar-
gain,

She didn’t see the salesman
for a while, she sald, maybe
a few mooths, Meanwhile, a
collection man was coming for
her weekly dollar, She pald
him fatthfully, ’

The salesman came back a
lttle later witha lineh bundle,
and there were other items;
the weekly tithe was risiog,
slowly,

George and Annfe Lee Lowry
took the plunge in November,
1965. The salesman showed
Mrs, Lowry a picture of a
“home entertatnment center,’”
Television set, AM-FM radio,
a stereo phonograph, They 0w~
ed oaly $42 at that time,

Mrs, Lowry ponderedthe pic-
ture of the set--ind she liked
1t. She and her husband talked
1t over. Thelr payments would
go up to $7 3 week--$7 out of
$66 ‘with seven mouths to feed,
George Lowry wasn’t 8o sure,

The salesman called the next
diy and invited Mr, Lowry to
the store. Mr, Lowry signed
the contrdct for the set, Al-
though the contract states the
set was used, Mr, Lowry said
he-thought it was'new, a bellef
he and his wife were to have
for months afterward,

“Why don't you come down

and get & hide-a-bed set?” -

These are the words Mrs,Low=~
ry remembers hearing in' No-
yember, 1966,

By then, Mr, Loary says,
‘we dmn't want to get anything
more from him. because we
knew he was too-high, but we
couldn’t get any cash toﬁlmr,

r

rose to $18 a week after-he
‘bought a convertible couch snd
chalr for $449 including the
financing charges, The whole-
sale cost of the two pleces
to the store was $131. i
Now the Lowrys were In
trouble, They owed the store
more”than $850, ‘And although
mymmanpmmmﬂnu
nts, bad ‘fortune struck,
part-nme §ob Mr, Lowry
olding s 4 cook had to

and &
was
be

ed, I
got down to the polnt
we couldn’t pay the

i
wherg

bills,”* Mr, Lowry says simply,
‘The Lowrys made their last
payment to the store on April
of last year] By June 20,
U.S, marshals were inocking

sued for Te-
possession af the sofa-bed and
chalr, a “transistor radlo, a
television antenn3 and lha!SAOO
editertainment center.

The company’s|claim against
the Lowrys hat polnt was
that the couple aqwed $508, But
the company got [a court order
to selze the other items, for
which the Lowryk had already
paid about $460, |

As the Lowrys and others
have learned, when a series of
ttems are trom this
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sistor radio easily mounts in
er dash. Crystal tone speak-

_store on credit, the sales cou-

tracts provide that no single
ltem s paid wuntil all have been
paid for,

Eventually, George nndAnnie
Lee Lowry recovered theirtel~
evision-phonograph  set, with
the aid of the nelghborhgod

legal services project, The
sofa.béd was useless by then
because it had deterforated,

The lawyer who worked:on
the Lowry's defense saldaftor-
ward:

“The tragedy Is that such
cases as this happen every
day,”

These high credit storesrely
heavily on- impulse buying, They
also rely to a considerable ex-

i
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tent on customers’ Jgnorance of;

the market and the value of
merchandise, Asthe FTC's stu,
dy pointed out, there is little
competition between the high-
credlt stores,
Prices can be

when he I5 being
man went downtoy
ment .store’ in th
he has, he feels
rejected,”.
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There is, for m u;poor Ne-

Lawyers, social workers, and
anti-poverty workers have tried
6 find out why the poor willing-
ly pay so mueh for inferior
goods,

" Witllam O'Hrien, who runs
a credit union program for the

Department of Health, Educa, '

tion, and Welfare, says the
mswer lsosychblogicnl.

- “That man In the credn
stores treats people like prin-
ces,” he satd, “He makesaman
feel ltke he’s worth

to “downtown,”
The second.floor of the New
York Jewnlry Co, looks some-
thing 8 bargain basement,
And th EENOM of lhe sales-
man to
encourages
easler
on credit,
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KORVETTE POWER ZOOM SUPéR 8
ELECTRIC EYE MOVIE CAMERA

New York

's prices are
1

COMPLETE WITH COLOR FILM WITH PkOCESS‘lNG
CdS meter sets perfect exposures, F1.8 lens POwWer z0oms

from wide angle to telephoto. Reflex wewmg Pistol grip.

WESTINGHOUSE AG-1B
FLASH BULBS *

.SLEEVE 12 f0|' 77¢

- SYLVANIA
FLASH CUBES

-S&* 3 for 99°

BATTERY

a time! Use batteries over again.
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. Bomplm with Photo Gadf

Uses nstamatic dropin loading
126 color or black/white film.
Inctudes : camera, : builtin cube
socket, color filr, flash cube
and balm ies.

SPEAKER KIT
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2.49 s
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HE

He

Style

ROLENE VIRGIN
MOTOR

{

ams,

) FoR
Exceed:

tlons! ©

MER? DUIJ'FIT

1399
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ARGUS ELECTROMATIC 570 500-WATT
REMOTE CONTROL SLIDE PROJECTOR

Au}omatlc fimer changes slides. Universal F3.5 lens is
coated, color corrected,
lyear Argus Guarantee,

Self contained case. Unconditional
against any defect.

elnducing customers to ‘sign

‘easy - dredit” to obiain ~ ory Commission an Civil Disd .
orders ml!.sdmmsslmo{nnd-

Federal Trade Comml.sslm
Tecords {ndicate these are some
of the more common methods of

o Obtaining signatures cu can-
tracts by telling reluctant cus-
tomers that they are signing
receipts for mérchandise left «
“free home trial,”
®Refusing to disclose the full
price of merchandise, telling
the customer only how muzh he

#Selling used merclundlse,

l
KODAK FILM

with processing*

. 8mm. roll color movie film . 2-39

Kodacolor 126-620-127 (ilmz-sg

Super 8 color mavie film 2 99

239

* Pracessing by independent lzhora(nry.

35mm, Zlkxposnre color
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