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“Maybe we should do it a dif-
erent way,” said Sen. Gene Mc-
arthy after Robert Kennedy's
Bssassination. ""Maybe we should
ave the English system of hav-
Ing the Cabinet choose the presi-
ent.””

McCarthy, who isn't afraid to
lice to the heart of a problem
nd propose an unconventional
nswer, was addressing the-ques-
ion of how to avoid the assassin-
tion of a president or presiden-
ial candidate. ~

So far as we can detect, ‘he is
he first person to come squarely

br guns or betier Secret Service
Pprotection but a more fundamen-
al problem:

The presidency itself is too
big for one human being. No
one is really capable of filling
#ithe sort of superman role the
‘V'presidency has become.

., That’s the political side. On the
spsychological side, a president or
candidate becomes a natural tar-.
iget for what a psychiatrist has
called “m;agn'i'cide—the killing of
ig.
E O

.
THE PRESIDENT is the chief
of government. He is the cere-
monial chief of state — and this
alone can be a killing task, even
- Jif there were no bullets to speed
the process.

The president is head of his
party. He is the real leader of his
party’s forces in Congress.

He is chief spokesman for the
free world. He is the leader of the
fation, the spokesman for those
ho have no other voice, the
embodiment of the national char-
cter . . .

He can’t be all those things and
1 that perfect, and so part of
e political process involves an
gdvertising campaign that is a
he — making voters believe that
this candidate or that is really
that beautiful and can really per-
form all that anyone expects.
The late H.-L. Mencken sum-
med it up neatly when, singling
out one party, he said that Demo-
crats tend to pump up their
president so much that &ey be-
gin to promote him to the first
vacancy in the Holy Trinity. The

1% wi
“fearned the game, too.
- T e

NELSON ROCKEFELLER,
" when he was an assistant to Pres-
dent Eisenhower, thought of cre-
fating two execulive vice presi-
<dents — one for domestic affairs,
“one for foreign. Cabinet officers
ould report to their respective
'VPs, and some of the workload
ould be shifted from the presi-

ent.

Such a solution would hel
% solve the administrative part of
% the presidential problem, but it
2 fails to tackle the problem as a

= whole.

Sense And
Nonsense

i

Is it because the Vietnam mess
is not officially a ‘“‘war” that
servicemen's families have not
been able to find those service
flags to hang in the window? The
flags were also scarce during
Korea, but World War II saw
them in every house, Do we have
to ‘declare a ‘‘war’ before the
flags become available in the
market place?

* ¥

> It’s one of the wonders of the
world of academia that a sopho-
more knows so much more than
a senlor.

o grips with the heart of the -
fnatter. It's not a matter of few- -

A ‘Superman Is
A Super-Target

McCarthy’s solution will be
particularly unpalatable to Dem-
ocrats, who tend to go nuts with
their “leadership? syndrome, but
it comes closer to solving the
problem. He would have the
president share his authority
with the Cabinet and the Senate.

McCarthy’'s suggestion that the
Cabinet elect the president’was a
spur-of-the-moment thing, appar-
ently, but it deserves more con-
sideration. .

. * * *

THE BRITISH HAVE a good
way of handling it. They pick a
royal family; it is a symbol of
the nation; it presides at func-
tions; everyone—Liberal or Con-
servative—loves it; no one hates
it because it has no power to do
wrong.

Then they leave the real work
of national leadership to a politi-
cal professional, the prime min-
ister, who is picked from the
ranks of the Parliament. He is
less hated than an American
president because he stirs up less
psychic energy in the populace.
He has more time to run the gov-
ernment because he has some-
one younger and prettier to cut
the ceremonial ribbons and wave
to the crowds.

Such a system also tends to
bring forth a more able person
as chief of government because
the people who know the gov-
ernment best do the picking. It
assures the chief of govern.
ment will have the respect of
those he must deal with,

Under such a system, John
and Robert Kennedy wouldn't
have become presidential tim-
ber — at least not-as soon as they
did. Neither of the two older
Kennedys was more than, a sec-
ond-rate senator; neither was a
leader among the men who ac-
tually pass our laws; both had
bad reputations for failing to do
their legislative homework and
paying too little attention to com-
mittee work. (Brother Ted, how-
ever, is reported’to be different.)

The result was that the one
Kennedy who did become presi-
dent had one of the least success-
ful administrations of any man
with a congressional majority’in
modern times. His only innoya:
tion, the Peace Corps, was begun
with an unspent White. House
appropriation that he didn't have
to ask Congress for. ’

v

MEN WHO PRETEND to be
serious writers on American poli~
tics praised Kennedy for bring-
ing the nation something called
“Style” and belittled Lyndon
Johnson for his cowboyishness.

Well, “Style’ didn’t pass medi~
care, civil rights bills, poverty
programs, aid to education. A
political pro got the job done.
One may not like those pro-
grams, but one can't help admir-
ing a man who is successful at
accomplishing what he advo-
cates.

Yet it's a psychelogical fact of
American life that people need
some sort of hero to set styles,
patronize the arts, tour the coal
mines, symbolize our national
vigor. This the Kennedys did. If
it weren’'t unconstitutional, the
Kennedys would have made a
lovely royal family.

So perhaps the presidency
should be split functionally,
with ‘& beautiful person or a
great white father-type as the
non-partisan ceremonial chief-
tain and style-setter, and a
political pro selected by Con-
gress to run the government,

A radical idea?

“A little. But it’s not as radical
as killing off presidents with
overwork — or with bullets —
which is what we're doing now.

—Tim Richard
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Somehow, let’s bronze a tax-
payer for a time capsule so the
history writers will know wh
really held the world. together.

It'll be confusing .enough fo
contemplate the dollars we show-
ered on split ends and-right in-
fielders, movie stars and booze.

And how little we spend to find
a cure for mental retardation and
cancer.

It's enough to make a rationpl
man who pays taxes weep in his
Kool Aid, since most of them
can’t afford much more.

So let's hear it for the taxs
payer.

Really!

o
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LAST WEEK HE WENT to the
polls in Farmington to approyve
a 4-mill property tax increase for
10 years for schools. In Plym-
outh, it was an $11 million bond
issue and another 1.5 min_ta}(
boost. R R

Garden City passed a+11.6 mill
tax renewal and an increase|of
7.5 mills. South Redford appry
ed a 3.5 mill proposal for operas
tional costs and Redford Union a
4-mill boost for the same reaspn.
Wayne Community School dis-
trict went for a one-year levy|
7 mills.

The cynics who push bure:
racy’s pencils and shuffle
papers were shaken, It brought
back the creed of that late and
great newspaper sage, Framnk
Morris, who swiped it froi

fight again.”

Taxpayers already are
under the Joad of the idiotic proj
erty tax, recently increased;the
new state income tax; the threat

to 10 per cent on their inc
increased driver license feeg.
The state even raised the
riage license fees, though -—|
capital punishment — it h:
turned out to be a deterrent.
With all this, the wise guys
were saying any millage increase
would die on the ballot. And it
would have been understandpble.
People can take just so much.

* .

THOSE WITH FIXED incdmes
are hurt most by property taxes.
They still have to buy food|and
shelter, pay medical bills{and

buy birthday presents for| the
grandchildren.
These elections showed [that

the people are more responsible
than bureaucrats figured, more
aware and more willing to make
sacrifices' for their children and
the community. Education these

Gourmet Nite

ry Wednesday

o Complete Smorgasbord

38 Ft. Long Table

Prime Rib One of 60 Items .
® Complete Dinner $4,50

® Children 612 Half Price

CHUCK

MATSON

“Group
Insurance
®Health

Tnsurance

@Pension Plan:

SLifs .Insurance
: ®Annuities Lot

- NOW YORK LIFE.
INSURANGE Company

17000 West 8 Mile Road,

Southield, 366-9480°

By Philip H. Power

flays is a gigantic maw demand-
ing a porridge of dollars,

On the other side, there are
more kids to educate, higher sal-
aries — and deserved, too — for
better trained and more dedicat-
ed teachers, more searching for
better ways to prepare young
people for an increasingly com-
plex world.

Livonia's school people have
been holding off on millage,
stretching the dollars and pen.
nies. Prudence is a good word
here. Check the number of ad-
ministrative vacancies and other
cutbacks. They're negotiating
now with teachers, who are far

below the going rate in Detroit;
for example.

There will be a deficit in Liv-
onia this year, it now appears,
There may be a millage re.
quest — heck, there’ll have to
be — sometime. You can be
sure the schools will need it
when it comes.

We think it would be great for
every community to proclaim a
Taxpayer Appreciation Day.
Maybe have a parade with Thank
You floats prepared by the de-
partments of the city,

But we couldn’t even give our
hero a drink of water as a gift.

He pays for that, too.

Garden City

’chool Voters

Keep A ‘Streak’

Nost of the money questions in
last week's schac] elections were
approved by voters in more than
a dozen districls in the metro-
politan Detroit area.

But cne re that went un-
noticed was that Garden City's
apgroval of two millage propos-
als continued a *‘victory streak™
long .admired by other school
board members and administrat-
ors.

In the past 16 years, Garden
City vcters have approved 25
money questicns without a single
defeat.

“This is. impressive in itself.
But the record shows that
mary of those proposals car-
ried by margins unheard of in
school circles.

For examgle, a proposal for a
bond issue and a resulting tax in-
crease of 6.5 mills (38.5 per $1,000
of state equalized valuation, car-
ried by a in. Two years

5 issue, worth
d a 6.75 mill tax in-
d an cverwhelming

lzter, {4
$1,250,000 =
trease, ca
margin of

¥ t2]ozm in the city in

and in 1935, a $3,300,-
, which did not
ate increase, car-

bring any ta:
ried 5.3-1,

f
Bend issues are usually easier

to sell than operating millage
- proposals, but in the latter de-
- partment, Garden City voters did
not slow down there.

Althougn the millage proposal
last week carried by only 59
votes, other millages in the past
15 years carried by margins of
5.2-1, 3.7-1, and 3.1-1.

Ancther important aren was
the local balleting for the for-
mation and financial support
for Schoclcraft Community Col-
lege.

To organize the district, Gar-
den City had a 7.6-1 favorable
margin aithough the proposal
was defeated in other districts.

At a special election several
months later, Garden City came
through with a 5.9-1 margin.

* R

ON MONEY PROPOSALS for
the coliege aistrict, Garden City
approved ail four tax requests
by overwhelming margins, in a
few cases providing the winning
margin since other local districts
rejected the proposal.

A primg example of how the
voters feel about their school
board members was shown in
1960 when the community agreed
to pay their members' expenses,
an issue| which is traditionally
defeated (in most districts.

In this jpge of higher taxes and
public rejection of tak requests,
it is refrehing to see the continu-
ing optimiism of the Garden City
School District:- o

We hope that their ‘victory
streak” will continue to stretch
in future elections.

. —Lconard Poger

R =ycworcy

The cycle is complete now,
folks.

Get this from the State Depart-
ment of Education: 4

“A 35-year-old former football;
player from Michigan State Uni-,
versity and his 23-year-old asso-,
ciate are cutting a path through
official state government red,
tape. ‘a

“Six-foot-four Morley Murphy,q
who played right tackle in MSU’sy
28-20 Rose Bowl victory over

\UCLA in 1954, and Jim Moored,s
a recent Hope College graduate,

are working . . . to cut down theq
tide of official forms which some-{
times engulfs schools officialse
and teachers.” b

This department alone prints>
about a million forms a year. Itz
has its own print shop. .Thats
means it has printers. And super-i
visors. And secretaries. And?
janitors. And a pension plan.

There’s speculation that the®
reason state buildings had to bel
reinforced is the sheer weight of!
paper. N T

« . x B

THE HIGHWAY department’
figures that when the paper used
in planning laid side. by side
equals the length of the freeway,
the project is ready to start.

The same formula is nsed
when constructing a state -sky-
scraper, only the critical meas:
ure is weight. A billion-ton build-
ing requires a billion pounds of
paper.. Something like that.

Now the state has hired.a for-
mer football player (thé state
didn't say he knows anything
about paper) and an aide—since
nabody takes you seriously if you
don't have an aide or a rubber
tree plant—to cut down on paper
work.

The cycle?

First somebody decides govern-
ment pencil sharpening opera-
tions are in need of centraliza-
tion. It costs maybe $10,000 az
year, a hypothetical figure for
the sake of illustration.

Then a director must be hir-
ed and he needs a secretary to
file the job applications “and
write reports to his commis-
sion. The secretary, of course,
needs a desk, typewriter, filing
cabinets.

There must be a study made of
pencil sharpening, so an expert
is hired from another state, He
needs assistants to collect and
analyze data and write reports to
“the .director which must be re-
written and sent to the commis-|
sion, then rewritten and sent to
the Legislature for printing in|
the House and Senate Journals,

Equipment — new computer
processed sharpeners capable of]|
handling 40 every 11.7 seconds—
must be purchased and installed.
Requisitions, vouchers, specifi-|
cations, bids, supporting docu-|
ments and records. Now the orig-|
inal secretary needs a pool of
stenographers. “

. * L ox *

THERE MUST BE an auditor
to keep track of everything from|
dollars to paper clips. You need|
paper clips for this purpose,|
Since clips hold two or more|
pieces of paper together, yow
need more paper.

Next you need a personnell
man — later a staff for him, too|
— to figure hourly, weekly, bid
weekly and annual salaries, ind
surance and tax withholding, tof
interview job applicants and]
make recommendations in five|
copies.

Now it's in operation — except
that the paper work keeps every
body too busy to sharpen pencils
So more people must be hired
and placed in a separate section
to do this work.

The enlarged staff requireg
more space, so a new building ig
constructed. Travel is required
50 a fleet of cars, one -truck
(panel) and a’fork lift truck arg
needed. e

FORTY YEARS LATER, whe;
the Bureau of Pencil Sharpening -
‘has grown to one of 18 majo}
state departments, the staff no
numbers 1,374 and is housed in -
seven buildings, the cycle is al-
most complete.

The director, now a $35,000 &
year man, figures that to leave
his mark on society he must de-
velop a new idea—revolutionaryl.
The only problem left is papef
work and that's it. :

‘What you do is hire a football
player and give him an aide to}
eliminate the paper. This wil
requige . secretaries, . a' ‘Btaff,
cars, fr.inge benefits, insur.
ance, vacation and sick leave .
time and like that, .

Eliminate paper?

. It would take another 20 years
and maybe another birgau jus
-to explain-to the employees’ as-
* sociation why you're eliminati
> jobs' and depriving. people ;of |

lihood. . < .

One, two, three, hike,
~ Murphy. | L
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