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LIVONIA—Flash floods Tuesday threat-
ened the evacuation of 204 patients from the
five-floor St. Mary Hospital. Rising waters
threatened to flood out transformers in -the
hospital basement which are the central
source-of electrical supply for the institution.
City employes and volunteers made make-
shift dikes of  bedclothing and linen and
‘averted disaster.

. .

LIVONIA—With one seat on the new two-
bench District Court available, three lawyers
already have filed for the Aug. 6 primary—
in which two will be nominated for the No-
vember election runoff. Others are expected
to run before the Tuesday deadline. Those
announced are Steve Polgar, city attorney;
James E. Mies, a former Charter Commis~
sion member, and Lonnie H. Brashear, a
member of the Board of Education. The act
abolishes the Municipal Court but retains

Judge James McCann,
s e -

REDFORD—Twelve of 32 township fam-
ilies driven from their homes by flood waters
this week had to be evacuated by boat.
American Red Cross-Emergency relief was
provided for those in need. Basement flood-

ing was reported by 114 homeowners. The .

swamped homes and one Five Mile Rd. office

building shipped nearly three feet of water. [

. . *

REDFORD — Democrats James Young
and Gordon Boski have deferred to fellow
Democrat James Young for primary candi-
dacy for a single constable seat. Having cir-
culated each other’s petitions among the
same signers, they could not legally appear
on the ballot opposing each other. If Legisla-
tion creates other constable openings, they
will be eligible to run.

'
. . *

PLYMOUTH — Plymouth Rock will be
unveiled at City Hall and a stronger link
forged with Plymouth, England, as high-
light of July lFourth parade.

B LI N

PLYMOUTH — A state labor mediator

has been assigned to wage negotiations be-
tween the Plymouth Board of Education and
teachers association.

* * *

PLYMOUTH — A new rain gauge re-
corded 3.92 inches of rain in eight hours to
make last Tuesday's downpour worst in 25
years.

What's Inside

The damage caused by last week’s flood
is extensively covered in two pages of pic-
tures and a story from the suburban point of
view. Pages 4A, 6B.

High school students from Redford and
Livonia undertook the bold job of tutoring
and making friends with the kids at an inner
city school. What everyone learned and what
they did are told in story,and pictures by
Dennis Pajot on Page 1B.

Artist-reporter Glenna Merillat added
her talents to Fred DeLanos probing ac-

h

Jury’s Verdict: Clark

MASON -- A jury of six
men and six women found Dr.
Ronald E, Clark gullty of man-
slaughter in the death of a
patient to whom bhe had ad-
ministered sodium pentathol in
his Farmington office, Tha ver-
dict was returned at 3 p.m.
Friday in the ancient county
court house here,

Circuit Judge William J, Beer
immediately canceled the $15,-
000 bond on which Dr, Clark
has been free sincelastChrist~
mas and remanded him to the
Ingham County Jall for sen-
tencing July 18,

As the jury returned 22 and
a half hours after it was given

the casé, six armed deputy

sheritfs were stationed in the
court room, Judge Beerearlier
had warned the courtroom
against .any demonstrations
whatever the verdict,

Clark end his attorney satd
they were uncertaln at this
point whether thay would filean
appeal within the 20-day Himit

The Farmington Township
physiclan went on trial June 17,
accused of causing the death
last Nov, 3 in his clinlc at
30735 Grand River Ave, of Mrs,
Tharon E, (Grace) Neil, of Li-
vonla, :

Dr. Clark malntained a med-
ical practice in Redford before

'THE CULPRI’P — Oakland Cdunty crewé
.remove. a complete tree.from the Rouge River.
culvert at Freedom Rd:in Farmington Wedhie:

s credit the tree"with causin

moving to the Farmington area

10 years sgo, and In the mid-

*40s was Redford heglth officer

and dlrector of ‘clvu defense,
. 4

THE CASE was handed to the
furors at 4:30 p,m, Thursday by
Cireuit Judge Willlam John
Beer whose final words regard-
ing their assignment were, «1
envy you not,” They were sent
home inearly evening after fall-
ing to return 2 quick verdict
and resumed their review of
testimony at 1 p.m, Friday,

In his final summation, de-
fense Attorney. Phillp Rowston
advanced two theories of Mrs,
Neil's death in answer to the

prosecution’s clalm that she
died’ because of Dr, Clark's
«aabsolute gross pegligence,'

“We think there 15 a possi-
bility Mrs, Neil could have pre-
tended to be asleep and then,
after Dr. Clark left the treat-
ment room, somehow added
more sodfum pentothal berself
to the solution which had been
administered,” declared the at-
tornay,

He also suggested that Mrs,
Nell, who had received many
previous sodium pentothgl in-
Jections from Dr, Clark, may
have developed anunpredictable
allergy for the drug and that

“rsuch a condition could cause

Create Flood Conditions

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY

Rain--topping any previous
records In the Farmington
grea--caused more than a few
problems for-county, eity and
township officials along with
private citizens this week.

The Michigan State Highway
Department reported that its
rain guage at the corner of

12 Mile and Northwestern in,

Southfleld measured 5.03 inch-
es of the wet stuff between
noon ~Tuesday and B8 a.m,

counts of the Dr. Clark er trial
in Ingham County. Stories and pictures on
Page 8B.

Suburbia may be greatly affected by a
bill that Gov. Romney has signed into law—
the Boundary Commission. Analysis on Page
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OCEAN BOUND?'

I3 If your vacations have gone nautical!
you don't need that trailer anymore,
It's probably not too seaworthy. Why
not offer it for sale to a family headed !

H for the woods? For only $4.44 you can

run an Observer Twin- Achun Want Ad

n'two editions. .

Average median rainfall for
the month of June in the area
is 3.3 inches.

Scores of basements were
flooded and roads closed aff
as the downpour continued
throughout Tuesday. afternoon
and evening.

HARDEST hit in the eity were
the Alta Loma and Bel Alre
Subdivisions, while Kendall-
wood took the dublous prize in
the township.

One’township family, the John
Fennell’s, were forced to leave
their home when two feet of
water filled the entire house at
Nine Mile and Ruth.

The comblnation flood=plain=
parking lot under the Valley=
view apartments filled with wa=
ter i a half hour’s time when
a tree blocked a.culvert of the
Rouge River under Freedom
Rd.

This blockage forced the
clostng of the 1-96 expressway
from 10 p.m. Tuesday Hil early
Wednesday morning. Farming-
ton High School also flooded
and the police had the school’s
electricity turned off as asafe-

ty precaution,

Township police moved
equipment- into Botsford Hos-
pital to prevent a flooding of
that factlity.

Hardest hit roads in the town=
ship: were: 14 Mile and Hal-
stead; Tuck Rd. south of 1-96;
Nine Mile and Inkster and Gill
Rd, south of Nine Mile,

The water ran from door
to door in some sections of
Alta- Loma and- from” curb to
curb in Bel Ake in the city.

PPy

CITY MANAGER John Dinan
told the® Enterprise & Obser-
ver that the main flooding prob=
lem could be tiaced to thelevel
of the Rouge River.

uThe water level was so
high that the sewers couldn't
empty out into the stream,”
e said,

In Alta Loma the problem
was complicated by the passe
age of water across.Gill Rd.
from the Woodcraft Subdivision
and from Grand River.

Dinan said that the city ene
glneers are currently studylng
the possible diversion of waters
from the area away from the
subdivision,

He added that a formal re-
port would be made to the city
council Monday night on the
flood conditions, The council

sesslon begins at 8 p.m, in -

the city hall,

In Bel Afre the problem was
complicated by the flow of wae
ter south from the morthern
sections of the township,

“The system just ‘{so’t
equipped to handle that much
water,* Dinan sald,

death,””

Judge Beer, during his $0-
minute charge to the jurors,
told them In regard to these
two theorles:

“1¢ you believe either clir-
cumstance occurred, It is your
duty to return a verdict of not
guilty,”

‘e

THE JUDGE also empha-

s1zed tothe jury thatDr, Clark's

Guilty

Tt is the prosecution's clalm
that the dosage given Mrs, Neil®
between 6 and 6;30 p,m, Nov,
was gt least one gram in quan-
tity and that this not only ren-
dered her totally unconsclous
but resulted in fatal pentothal
poisoning,

Reun—tng to the fact that Dr,
Clark " allegedly had Iisted the
cause of Mrs, Nell's death as
being ‘“coronary’ thrombosis,’

failure to take the
and testify in his own behalf at
any time during the trial#“ishis

Asslstant JohnBaln
declared In his final argument;”
1t Dr, Clarkdldn‘timowhe'd

owa pr -
sumption efther way,'

“You are forbldden to con-
sider why be did not testify,”
admonished the jurist,

Rowston told tbe jury: “Dr,
Clark was not intending to put
her into a deep coma or pre-
pare her for surgery, Sodium
pentothal was being adminis~

tered only to cause her to re--,
* &y, 1t must be satisfied that the .

1ax and converse easily.
“The only possible answer

. to Mrs, 'Nell’s death which ap-

pears reasonable to us may be
that she added sdditional pen
tothal herself, or developed a
sudden allergy.'*

It had been emphasized that
Mrs, Neil, as a patient of Dr.
Clark for many years and his
part-time volusitéer office as-
sistant, was famillar with the
injection procedure,

«xx

ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR
Bruce Leftman's rebuttal tothe
self-destruction thaory was the
Tetort:

#“How in the realm of reason
can an unconsclous woman get
up and put more sodium pento-
thal in her own solution?*?

done wrong, why did ¥
be give a phony cause of daa&h?[
I think Dr, Clark acted withl
complete disregard for thispad-
tent's life, Hed he exerclsed,
any care at all, Grace NelL
would bave been alive wdaI

e A
JUDGE BEER antm:ted M
jury that to find Dr, Cllrkg\lll-

prosecution proved through its
13 witnesses that te phyulcun_
did ‘perform: the sodium penf
thel injection; that the quantity
was excesslve; that it didcausa
death; and that, as & physlcxan.
he neglected the legal duty he
owed his patient,

«lf the prosecution failed bo
prove any ope of those factors,™™
your verdict must be nof-~
gullty,” stated the judge,

He salso declared that the
prosecution did not have to
prove that Dr, Clark “intended
to kill, or_hed any malice to-
ward Grace Nell.” Nelther of
those factors, nor premedi-
tation, 18 an element in the
cnnrgn of manslaughter, be

Road Group
Turns Down

Millage Idea

Sumln told:The Enhrvrlu L

The Farmingtoa Township

Road Associgtion is withhold-
1fg support-from the proposed
Oakland County one~mill tax
increase because it falls to
provide belp for local residen-
tial streets,

‘The proposal, offered by the
Oskland County Road Commis-
sida will be o the ballot in the
Aug, 6 primary,

The Farmington rcad group
took its position after hearing
County Recad Commission
chairman, Frazer Staman, say
at its meeting Tuesday night that
the money raised from the tax
would be used only for the pri-
mary road system,

Primary roads in Farming-
ton inclode Middle Belt, Or-
chard Lake, Farmington, i2and
13:Mile Rds, Local roadswhich
become impassable during bad
weather and those subdivision
roads which are breakingupare
not included in areas scheduled
to ‘benefit from the proposed
tax Increase,

s .

A RESOLUTION adopted by
the road assoctation states that
support of its group be withbeld
from the millage issua until
such time and as & substantial
amount of the revenus from the
tax increase is pledged to re-
pair the local road system,

Away From Books ‘136 Years':

& Observer thaf the commis-
sfon 15 &ware of the problem
on local roads,

He sald, “They are & mess;
but the $3.5 milliog the tax
would ratse wouldnt evenbe &
down payment .on fixing local

It can caly be done by
m assessment on !he res-
fdents.”
e

DURING discussion on thetax
issue, road association mem-
bers made the following polnts}

1, The Oaxland County Board

7

of Supervisors should have al- *:
located some of the $2 million °

in mew funds it received this:
year for repair of Jocal roads,

2, The commission hasfafled
in the past to honor association:
requests to send a speaker, but.

sent ane to plug support for the

tax fnerease. -~

3, The proposed eandum
of the tax increase ignores
the need to repalr and re-:
construct several local roads
serving schools, -reads nok'un-
safe for children and school
buses,

4, The county proposal fafls.

to provide sny relief for local .

rozds which have-been ignored

for years and which continue to .

deteriorate,

Adult Grads Treasure Dlplomas

By ELIZABETH WISSMAN -

cations under the auspices of the adult

She comments,

“There was so

work: before the family got up.

Five adults who have béen out of

_school a total of 136 years were among

the graduates -at Farmington High
School this year.

Probably none of the 385 young
people who recently received their
diplomas from FHS were filled with

‘as much sense of achievement as

these five adults. ..

Mrs. Alberta Benton, of Purdue,
Farmington, left school 34 years ago.
Mrs. Helen Parrmellu, of Glen Arden,
Farmington, hadn’t been in school for
28 years. Mrs. Helen Sulewski, of
Beverly Hills, left school 31 years ago:
An executive in industry, who prefers
not to’ be identified, interrupted his
education 43 years ago. Mrsr Betty
Lehman, of Fene P

“hours.

education depar!ment,.headed by Dr.

. much about- which T Just had surface

Jack Cleveland, of the Far
School District.

Under the - adult education pro-
gram, every allowance is made for
experience gained.in adult life. AN
‘applicants take the Iowa Test of Edu-
cational Development which grades
on varied skills and life ‘experiences.
-Seventeen class credits are needed to
graduate and good achieyement on
specifics on the test grants credit

*

MRS, BENTON a umt collection

manager at Credltors Servnce, Inc.,

had ‘much work experience. ‘For 16

years she was credit manager for

Montgomery Wfard and hasI:een a
or

couldn't be reached for comment,

THE FIVE'PICKED UP their edu-‘

store c.

A -grandmother - four - {imes over,
Mrs., Bénton says her fdmily claimed,
“‘Mother’ will never make the grade.”

ion. It was difficult to dig into

- things like government and history,

but today -I'feel I will certainly be-
come a. more intelligent viewer of
such things as the political conven-
tions because I went back to school.”

Mrs. Benton was an'A and B adult
ed student and notes about homework,-
“You simply divorce yourself from
all home and social activities and get
down and do 1t -

- *

LSO ‘a grandmother, Mrs. Par-'

Al
rinello laughs when she notes that I

certainly taught my senior Farmmg< .

ton High School son a lessol
Now that she has her study habits.
back, this grandmother 'is thinking

B about attending college. Her grades

were all A's and one B, accomplished
by getting up at 5:20 every morning
and doing all her cooking and house-

o ;

x, *

MRS SULEWSKI and Mrs. Par-
rinello ‘became fast . friends after”
meeting in adult ed cldsses and were -

a source of encoursgement toeach
other when- the -going got tough, 3

Mrs., Suleiski's children cover a:
wide range of 'schools, A son is. in cola .
lege, another son- asénior.* 8
school,"a third in elementary school,
&8 daughter married. and.a'no ther,
daughter is a teacher at North Farms . !
ington High. The mother'of thé family-
“ysh,e the’ chxld:en all egged her on'to -
get her N

As w?h the other lady graduates;
Mrs. Sulewski' says housework wa
- just-ignored during the big push 16"
graduate, -

“Things that weren't too notiu-
able, just didn’t get done till
' spring,”’ says this persevering person .




