MURDER BV,I;"MEROV TABLETS>
Nothing is easter than to make out

& plauaible case for Dr. David O. Hud-

son-of Missour! and his “mercy-tablet”

plan for the elimination of idlots and
the incurably insane. One has but to
enlarge with righteous eloquence upon
the ‘opening of a door of escape from
hopeless 1ils and sufterings. The polnt
would be lgnored that a door wwould

e ovened widely also of opportunity

cunningly to commit capital crimes.
Dr. Hudson talks glibly of confin-

1ng. the lawful use of prussic-acid po-
tions to patients “bereft of all buman
instinct” and confined in poorhouses
and asylums. #To propose-‘such’ limi-
tations upon the power ‘legally to
kill'and to make sure thaf the limlts
ehall be Invarlably respected are two
matters separated by many degrees
of difficulty, This separation will en-
dure 50 long as the world’holds per-
sons who out of revenge; jealousy,
greed or other motive of self-interest
are willing to comm!t murder.

. Trust in Dr. Hudson's'revival ‘of
paganism is forbldden by the .un-
trustworthy elements of the very so-
slety whose relle! Is sought. No
cheme of “merclful” executlon has

et been suggested which would not
nvolve inevitably an enlarged fleld
‘tar murderers.

A STARTLING THEORY.

And now comes Professor O'Shes,
of the University of Wisconsin, witd
the ‘'statement that every home should
proside for savage as well as clvilized
life. “The most sesthetic and intel-
lectual persons,” says the- professor,
“are those who In early life were the
wildest chfldren.”

He cites the cat, and declares it
only plays because its ancestors
bunted for & living. So, he asserts,
it 18 with the child. “He loves dirt
gnd fighting. He Is a brute as far as
his‘ instincts go, and unless he be al-
lowed to develop his Ssavage tend-
encles at an early age the flner In-
stinets, which do not grow. until later,
will not develop to theit best.”

A glance through the childhood
days of some of our greatest men
seems to bear out the yro(essor in his
statement. :

' LONDON'S RICH BEGGERA

London newspapers are tefling
abdut Charles Philllps. who dled in
his cent-a-week bunk in  White
chapel's Rowton House. In his pockets
were $3 in cash and -bank books show-
ing, deposits of $14,000. He always
seemed hard up, and the Inmates felt
sorTy for bim when he dorrowed pen-
nles. He never paid any back. From
the women he begged cups of tea. He
would rige at' 8 o'clock, spend 3
cents for breakfast, play chess until
lunch, spend 4, cents for soup and 2
cents for bread and butter and tea,
and then play chess until bedtime, No-
body was ever able to learn a word
about where he came from. His wil
.leaves all to charitable {ostitutions.

[ ————
RESPONSIBILITY DISCLAIMED.
The increase in the cost of living
ts an economic mystery. . Everybody
disclaims the gesponsibility for it
The Secretary of Agriculture insists
that the farmers have recelved no un-
due share of: the [ocrease, while
wholesale and' retail dealers protest
that their average profits are oo great-
er than they were three years ago.
Consequently nelther the producers
nor the distributers of foodstuffs are
to blame for the greatly Increased
cost to consumers, the  fault may
Test with the carriers; yet there has
been no advance in freight rates
sufficient to account for the genenl
N rlse in retail prices.

FEWER PRISONS IN IRELAND.

Kilmainbam 'Prison 18, no more. It
will be recalled that the Phoenlx
Park banglug took place under the
ehadow of this ‘prison, and also’ that
Parneli. Sexton, Dillon and other
Irlsh Members of Parliament have
heen its prisoders. There are to be
less prisons in’ Treland, and Kilmain-
hamp s among the first to go.

'COLLEGE MEN AND THE BIBLE"

4 Figures showi that jn 1309 over 32,
20 coliege and university undergra-

* uates In the United States and Can-

da were voluntary attendunts upon

Ihle classes, and that id other coun.

. +jes 80.000 college men engaged in
- 1telligent and yoluntary Bible study.

A QUESTION\ FOR EVERYBODY.

As you grow older yott become
worse or better. How are you in this
respect? Some men are Yery prom-
18iRg up to lhlrty five and then begin
to show wesk traits inherited from
&orthless ancestors.

-
THE GREATEST DETECTIVE.
After o man bas known a few Jeal

ous women he doesn’t marvel much at

the cleverness of Sherlock Holmes or

Old. Sleuth. .

N
PEARLS AND PIGS.

No sane man would cast pearls be-
fore swine in;these days; .hogs are
too. valuable m take chances of chok-
ing them.

-

The best results ars gained when
8l parties to & controversy put forth
: all thefr powers in the directlon of

that which Beems to thein Jogical and
right. Out of: such contentions rlgbt
and truth emar.e

The total product of wealth pro-
duced by a genlus who works for the
public good ls 80 much added ta the
common stock without Injury or in-
justice to any one.

‘ Many men; ,make more money than
l.helr lalh!rmdld but feel poorer, be-
caise they are not willing'to live as
thelr fathers did.
i i

Db

WORLD'S GREAT BRIDGES.

Romans Were the First Great Bulld.
ers of Stone Spans.

There is a great hope for the fu-
ture develapment of bridges in that
there seems to be a tendency Among
financlers more closely to consider the
question of mainteoance as rélated to
original cost in large construction en-
terprises, and this will unquestiona-
bly induce them to build more largely
of stone and brick than has been the
case untll this generation, 8ays the
Metropolitan Magazine.

In the construction of stone bridges
the Romans were the first great build-
ers. Bridge bullding was in fact one
of the most {nteresting probloms they
bad to solve. In architecture and con-
struction they were indeed. & most
original and artlstic people, too t-
tle apprecinted and studied by mod-
ern Apglo-Saxons. They were the
forerupners of our present tonstruc-
tlon.  Until thelr tima the Greeks bad
not reached that measure of perfection
now 50 much considered, and theirs
was the culmination of the slow ar-
tistlc development through the ages,
The Romans, however, had preserted
to them untrled problems to be s0lv-
ed which called for new metbods of
construction, and of these the bridge
or aqueduct was one of the most 1n-
teresting. Thep were practically the
first ‘people to use the principle of
the arch and voussoir construction.

The use of the arch principle, while
sometimes attributed to the Chinese,
was practically unknown to the an-
clents of the western civilization um-
tit the Roman conquest. It has been
contended that the idea of the arch
principle was first évolved by the
Etruscans; it this s true, it 15 indeed
coming near to Rome.

Such wonderful bridges as the one
built by Caesar Augustus at Rimin
or the Pont du Gard, the great aque-
duct situated about twenty miles from
Nimes bullt across the River Gard and
attributed to Agrippa; the bridge ot
St. ‘Augustus at Rome started by Ad-
rian,’ and many others too numerous
to mention have scarcely ever been
surpassed. There seems to have been
a perlod between this time and tbe
twelfth century when few bridges of
importance were bullt, and it was be-
tween the years 1178 and 1183 that
the {amous bridge at St Benezet at
Avignon was bullt. Several other
‘beautiful bridges soon followed, sim-
flar’to it in construction. Then came
Lhe early P.enmssu.nce brldges, also

Suul as much
herolsm for Henrietta to go jauntily
down to her place behind the h‘and

In a way it took

kerchief counter that morning as
would have carrled halt & dozem
soldlers through & battle. |

Had not the two girls who worked
with her and Hkewlse the three girls
across the alsle all been at the party
the previous night and witnessed jhaw
she had been jlited?

For that was what it amounted to.
When & man has attended your foot-
steps steadlly for a year and a |half
and has been your escort to every
good time that came along It stiuds
to reason you are jilted If he bla.ud!y
takes another girl to a club dance
withou' any warning. And acts ptff
and haughty toward you Into |the
bargain!

Two tears splashed lnto the box of
blue-bordered handkerchiefs Henrlptta
‘was just putting out and she shook
her head angrily. |

She had not stayed at home from
the dance. . After waiting untll \u:e
last minute expecting Tom to send
word, none had come. |

Then . Henrfetta, with o queer
tightenlug at ber heart, had cnm-
manderéd ber cousln, who was only
nineteen but who at least could pans
muster &s an escort.

Her cheeks brd been redder (hnn
ever and she had laughed a g‘ood
deal, especial'y when either Tom or
Lizzle Andrews, the giri he had
broaght, .was near. He shonld not
think——"

Henrjetta braced herself as- lho girl
next her. gase her a sly glance.

“Had p dght with Tormmy?* queried
the girl brutally. “I ses he shook you
last night, all right,” she laughed!

Henrletta folded a handkerchief
carofully. “I guess I'll survive,” she
sald, in what she tried to maka a
calm volce. “Don't be too sure he
did the shaking, Mary Smith!”

“Huh! That's all right!" said \(nr}'
Smith  disbellevingly

Henrletta's heart swelled. he
knew how they would all refoico|in
baiting her, for Tom's devotlon Had
been so marked that they hed all bden
jealous of her good fortune. To h ivo
any man care for you as he did—make

1t

ROAD!“DI FRUIT.

In Germany l( H.lpl Pay the 'Upkeep
of the! Highways.

The Auctlon snles of pative frujt
grown on the itrees bordering the
country roads la the townshlp of'
;Lynden, adjolning the clty of Han-,

over, ylelded jast rutumn 20,612
marks  ($4,906). Along i certaln
stretches "of these roads the yield

/bas amounted to 1,600 marks ($357)
‘a kflometer, or at the rate of sass a
mile. i

The Province pt Hanover lms some
17,000 miles D( country higaways

rdered with frult trees, the profit of
Wwhich is appropriated toward the up-
keep of the rodds. These roads,
which are commonplace to the native
resident, are the delight of the Am-
erican tourlst. :who often wonders
why roadside: fn the United States
are not thus planted to fruit.

This application of the beautiful,
practical and economic possibilities
embraced In the control of such pubd-
lic property as rnnds is a fine Ulustra-
ton of the communlty thritt of the
German. During the three or four
weeks period of ripening sharp eyed
old watchmen on bleyclea patrol the
roads belng particularly actlve on
Bundays, when the people are out ln
large numbers.

It is (orbldden to chk up frult
from the ground; and to knock it from
the trees is subject to a fine of 100
marks ($23.80) :or more for each
offence, says Consular and Trade Re-
ports. Laws and regulatlons for the
general good, however, excite such
respect on the | part of the German
that cases of theft of frult from the
highway frult trees rarely occur.

Didn't Think tr‘a Bride Necessary.

“A queer thing happened bere”
sald Lawyer Nnﬂmn G. Foster. “A
tew weeks ago a feflow and girl came )
here and asked! me to marry them.
‘'They did not know that a license
was required, so 1 went with them
to the clerk's [office and they ar-
ranged the matter. I told them to
come back at n stated !Ime and T
would marry (hem

“The day deslmtcd tbe tellow
came alone and 'sald he was all ready
to be married. | “Where's the young
lady?' T asked. |Why,’ replied the fel-
low, ‘has she gat to come too?” The
fellow thought It queer that I could
not parform Lhe ceremony uniéss the
lady was present, but went out and
soon returned vllh her."-—Rumford
Tlmes.

a positive doormat of hi
fine enough, but Tom was so good
looklng and cheery and altogether

s he old
Ponl -Neuf beiug perbaps, the finest
in Paris, the famous bridge attributed
to Ammanati, the architect, in the
sixtéenth century at Florence, also tae
largest stone bridge ever built in the
woria, with a span of 183 feet, and
a rise of 60 feet over the Allfer at
Vie.se Breonde, France, or the
‘bridge at Chester over the Dee, 40 fvet
high, with 200 feet span.

The Power of Attention,

The fact that the mind of man 13
easily distracted from eny subject in
contemplation accounts for the slow-
ness’ of the development of most
minds, and for the extrems glowness
of the development of the human
mind collectively. There are bistor-
fcal perlods when general enlighten-
ment seems to have advanced by leaps
and ‘bounds; but when one takes cog-
nizance of the tens of thousends of
years that man hes been at play in
the Kindergarten of Creation, one is
aware of the very gradual and delib-
erate character of human progress as
a whole; and this deliberateness of
growth, and the remains of ignorance
and superstition even in minds re-
garded as educated, come largely from
the Inability. of men to keep their
thullghu employed steadfastly on tee
varibus objects and problems of mat-
ter, nind and life. The faculty of at-
tentlon 1is strikingly lacking in toe
savige man; it increases as civiliza-
tion’ Increases, and {8 & large factor
in l;w advance of civllizatlon and of
cdlture.

When the power of attention 1s ex-
ceptionat in the individual, he I8 set
apart from his fellows; he is a genfus
in ‘the business world, or perhaps &
poet, artist, inventor, dlscoverer, phil-
osopher, reformer, statesman or con-
queror. When the power of attentlon
in & community has been stimulated
by éne attentive mind or by & group
of attentive minds, the world passes
through perlods of great mental ac-
tivity; great reforms take place; thero
is great materlal or intellectual ad-
vatice; or there are revivals in letters
and in the plastic arts.

The supreme object of the teacher
i3 to cultivate attent{on in his or ber
charges. When a child has learned
how to pay attentfon, he has learned
‘how to study and to learn. “Object
lessons™ are favorite devices for fix-
i{og. attention. According to the or-
thodox theologies, religion has been
taught to menkind largely through ob-
ject lessons, in the form sometimes
of “progressive revelatlons;” and the
system of symbols in all religions
may be called elmply devices for fx-
ing the wandering attention of souls,
for their sustenance and lasting ben-

efit.

We pee, year in and year o
the coming, a0d gofng of bellets, cus-
toms; popular heroes or more popu-
tar+pets: best sellers among books;
sports, movements and fads of all
kiads, which Agure prominently omly
as‘ long as they are able to clalm
the .attention of large groups or or
the entlre community. -,

Jennle Peterson, across the alsle,
looked up from thirty yards

Tralnmen Hunt Rabblts.
The rallroad men say that in the
Central Branch country the rabbits
are unusually 'numerous and that

of lace. Jennfe bad mild blue eyes
that lent her a deceptively sweet ap-
pearance.

“Gurprised you're down to-day at
ail,” she called over. “After Inst
night. You must '3’ made him awtul
mad to have hlm drop you so sudden.
1 must 8ay you earry it off well.”

The only solutlon of the mystery
was that he had got tired of her. It
only he had chosen acy one else In-

are more than

for years. ) -
The traipmen:get a chance to hunt
occasionally on: account of the poor
condition of the engines. Whenever
an engine goes wrong the trainmen
enter the flelds’ and hunt rabbits.
When the engineer gets through with
the work of repalring the engine he
pulls the whistle' cord, and then the
tralnmen come back to the train and
resume thelr work on the road. At

stead of Lizzle Andrews as her suc- | Parnell one crew had time to bave a | He seemed to forget {iat he bad
cessor—a girl Henrletta disliked in- | rabbit supper.—Kansas City Star. started to tell of a triend| hot of him-
stinctively for her crafty smile. ————— self, but he continued:

She slghed and her head ached. It Italy's| Reat Days. “1 was: ;mv\er]ess agaipst |suck an
would not be so hard it only Under a law; which went into | enemy. Hnd he been fiegl] and blood
she koew the real reason.  Hen- | effect & fow 'years ago, all Io- |as myselfT could bave shot bim. But
rletta longed to go away by herself | dustrial and commercial™ concerns | what could I do now. must put
and cry it out. Instead, she had to'tip [ throughout Italy must grant their em- | gold in the scales to coppterbalance
ber chin higher and smfle at the girls | ployes a weekly, rest or not less than | his gold—love waa not ehbukh. 1 do
who watched her and 1ly | twenty-four hours. It [ not know!in what disgulsp|tie demon
laughed among themselves. does .not apply to pubUc utilitles, | approached my wife, but|one night I

«I don't think Tom Brittaln so | transportation . linesor places of | found the house pty- wife had.
awtully handsome, anyhow,” vallantly | amusement. The general sense of the | disappeared.”
sald the girl who rezlly liked* Hen- [law Is that Sunday shall be the rest The stranger laughed hollow, un-
Hetta. “I don't think he amounts to | day, but-it s Provided that freedom |canny laugh end his eyed phot fire as
much!™ from work may be given on a day | he continued:

This thought evidently sald for com- | other than Suhday in the case of “She had eloped, I wap|tdid, but 1
fort, was the hardest of all to bear. | restaurants, photograph galleries, | knew Sbetter.  She hhd! not run
That she shculd lve to hear Tom | pharmaclsts, etc. away; she was dead. Thpjde had
aspersed and have no right to defend [T murdered her, and for many months
him. . A “HalPs Breadth.” 1 saw how he dld It In njy dreams in |

As the afternoon wore on Henrletta A “hairs breadth” is 17-10,000 of | the mad-house! Why, &3 ¥ou think,
felt tired oll over and the ache in her [ an inch.  For, the purpose of such |1 was sent there? Be¢suse 1 sald
head increased. fine and delicate measurement tool ' what was only true—that| ftiere other

“My, you're pale,” sald the girl at | makers use what iz called 8 micro- [ men hav(:a a living, beat] g} beart I
ber right, a waspish little creature. “I | meter caliper. ;The halr's breadth is ' have a Stone—my wife's| tombstone.
would not let people see I was 80 | Bomething that has to be taken Into ' It {g still thore. H
broken up over any man!” i the e ol{ “At last 1 was allowefll to get out

“You mind your own business!" & thousand and'one things in the ma-  among other people. But, joh! how
sald Henrletta sharply, as she turned | chine maker's art. Close calculatlon . changed I found them al} They had
to the boxes back of her, her white | of the bank- vaults, for example, | grown anaemic and coldy but I unm-
face flaming suddenly. of this sort must be done on the doors | derstood .them very well) |

‘When closing time came she snatch- | where every part must fit to the | He was silent and I fpit sorry for
ed ber hat and coat and fled to the | Bicest degree.—Harper's Weekly. him.
open air. At least she could get _— “And then?” I asked.
away from those hateful staring faces Health- of Employes, “In Venlice I found a|woman who
and amused smifes. If she only didnt | With the iden of Increasing the effi- | threw herself at my ffet| and be-
care s0 much she could bave laughed | clency of its force, the Internatfonal | sought me to take her |slong, She
it off and defended herself. Harvester Company is having & rigld | gald she was my wife. e|was cov-

investigation -made of the health of i gred with diamonds and|¥ore costly,

In her haste she ran stralght fnto | all of its employes. The maln object | heavy silks. Her eyes were|red from
the blg young man waiting as far in- |18 to locate and weed out all of those | weeplng. An old tore her
slde the door 88 he dared stand. who are atfiicted.. with tuberculosls | gway from me. I let him foisa. Why

«Tom!" Henrletta gasped, recogniz- | or Who have the symptoms. This un- | ghould I care for her—p| atranger!
ing him through tbe molst blur her requires the of | Bhe was not my sweet liftle wite, who
eyes had worn all afternoon. She had | 30,000 persons {who are employed in | 45 dead!”
no room for any other emotion than |the 19 branches of the organization. Suddenly he cried: i
the joy of seelng him again. —_— “Look what & beautiful night!

«] wanted to tell you,™ the young [A Young American Singer’s Mascot | There is peace everywiier " Happy
man broke out at once, his words Miss Felicla |Lyne, the young 8Ing- | people are sleeplng belaw or flirting
talling over each other, “it was all jer Who has achleved much succesa at | on the deck! If now thi c,—,. “Man

Lizzio Andrews. She told me you had | the London Opera House, told & Mail | overboard!” should rimg out Bow
promised to g0 to the dance with that | Tepresentative:| - »Just before I went { goared they wozld be!” |
Shannon floorwalker man and that he | on tho stage the first night, Mr, Ham- | He turned to go. 1 wad pfrald to let
had cut me out. So I asked her be- mersteln gave me a sbllling. ‘There’s | him. get away and wanfed jto follow
cause I didn't care what happenmed ~® plece. of eilver to cut bad tuck, he ! pym
thon. And you wouldn't let me got 5aid, sud I pit the shilling In the | «No stay heré,” he sallll KI'wil be
near you Iast night to explain. x_;(mn: of my dress. It was my | pack tmmediately.”

Y've telt awful about it!" | mascot."—London Dally Mall For a whila every was quiet.

“So've 1,” murmured Henrletta and | —_— Then came the shrill fpuhd of the
began to cry in good earmest. . Seotland’s Ship Canal. ‘histl ) 1 times. 1

“Well, it's all right now, tsn't {t2v | It 15 reckoned that the proposed ran forward; sailors came rushing up,
querled the young man anxioualy, ;8hip canal in|Scotland, to link the  paggengers appeared ffom every-

¥rom the door were approaching Forth and the Clyde, will-cost gnere. The steamer s{opped and.a
Jonnte Peterson and Mary Smith ang $105.000,000 boat was lowered.
the other pirls who bad ; “Man overboard!”
her all day. Henrietta saw them and | To Hroduce Raln. After half an hour's serch the boat
waited il they had taken in the =, D¥perimentsiare belng made to pro- returned. The stranger tiad not been
tablean of Tom bending over her de- @uoe rain by fring the ' found—his  wite's had
votedly. clouds. But Jou'se Grat got t0 €aleh drawn him bblow into fho| deptis—

“Yea it's all risht now” she sald . Y2Ur_clout - Aumli.ﬂﬂlll -

lttle distance by the

‘laugh, which was so loy|

1t was a beautitul sight
left Venice. Noiselessly t
came gliding acrose the W

2
glgantic steamer which,
the bay, wag walting for
ers.

Soon a(ter 1t welghed
the captain gave 2 slgnal §
cally the buge vessel stea
toward the open ges, fol

E:

s janchor,
d majest!-
ed slowly
wed for a
but
d put and
e

S

ono after the other dropy
in ten minutes we were al

1 had moved my chalr ag
the stern as pogsible and
at the wonderful
bella Venezia,” rapldly
in the horizon, and the
moonbeams on the azure
1 was awakened from my)
the voice of a stranger.

I looked up and saw 8
man whose eyes gleamed |l
the thin face.

“Give up your dreams,”
you will go-insane, and th)
no use for.fools and drear
want to empty & bottle o
with me you are

For & while wo ‘were
Suddenly he laughed—a hp!
mirthless laugh.

far toward
phs! looking
{of “ls

ay of the
pater when
dreams by

wal
ke

Foung
fire iz
he sald, “or
orld has
. If you
good wlne

elcom
bot]
sh,

silent.
bitter,

It 1s really too foolishy {I will tell
you something, it you will|promiso me
to laugh—iaugh as 1 do. 11l you?"

egan to
ner and

1 nodded assent, thoush
feel ratber uncasy at his man
could not help think that th
{nsape. |

“Well, it is this way
friends’ wﬁs always &
tellow, who belleved in trul
and in Elncerily add who
could conven the whole
faith. Helbegm with a g
tiful creature, the mast begdtl
world to him. She; becardey
and they mmlcd and ty
were happy, and miybe
have been:happy, but for 43 unfortun-
ate fault 'my friend bad{-he was 88
poor as a church mause 4rid his wife
loved money snd what |money will
buy. ' |

«And so one day a third person
camc between them—a ghgst] hollow-
eyed and pale, with a dipbolic smile
in the cold face. ,

“\th.e\‘er be went it gquided ke
crisp new'benk notes and ln
bony fingers he held bags fof glittering
gold with which he tempted iy wife.

P!
n

of my
[peculiar
in love
ught he
d to hls
a beau-
v io the
onverted
ht they
¥ might

A terrible guest, always present, not
to be shoken off. He griundd at me
through my .wife's eyes. It 1 wanted
to kiss her 1 could hear| bis satanic

fi do heart-
er. Often
to murder
P [my own

Jess that it made me shul
I rushed at him, wantin
him, to strangle bhim W}
hands” but he always ]
vanished like fog between|my fingers
to appear again standing [close to my
wite.” |

man was

the thin~

STRANGE WEDDING PRESENTS&
Great Cheese for 2 Queon—Pair of
Trouaers for a King.

Weddlng presents made to sover-
elgns havo at times been known to
take & decldedly practical It eccentric
form, as was the case at the time of
| the late ill-fated King Alexander of
|Servln's marriage, whez a sum of

money was raised by public subscrip-
tlon and presented to the royal bride-
groom tha: he might be able to de-
fray the cost of a new regiment, to
be named s a compliment to the lagy
to whom he had espoused, “Queen
Draga’s Own.”

One hundred and' twenty drinking
cups, all fashioned to represent dainty
dancing slippers, and po two of the
same size, may certainly be described
both &s a costly and curious marriage
gift. Such was the hymencal offering
made to Mlle, Zucchi, formerly prima
ballerina at the Eden Theatre, Yaris,
by the friends of her husband, Prince
Basetchitkoff, on her quitting the
scene of her {erpsichorean triumphs
for the more sedate duties of home
life.

On the marriage of our late Queen
in 1810 the farmers of East and West
Pennard, Somersetshire, in order to
show their loyalty, manufactured from
the milk of 7 cOwS an immensa
cheese weighing upward of eleven
bundred weight and measuring 9 feet
in circumference, which was present-
ed to the yoyal bride and Prince Al-
bert and by them graciously accepted
as a wedding gift.

The cheese was stored at Bucking-
| ham Palace and would doubtless in

due scason have been tasted by royat
! lips had not its donors, scenting wide
advertisement, asked for its loan for
the purpose of exhibition. Thelr re-
quest was granted, but when, their
end having been attatneu, they would
have returned tne cheese they wero
met with an Intimation that under
the altered conditions her. Majesty
could not for a moment entertain tge
idea of accepting their gift.

A poor peasant woman semt @ parr
of trousers of her own design and
make to the late King Charles of Wur-
temberg on the morning of his mar-
rlage with Princess Olga of Russla,
accompanied by a letter expressive of
her hope that the garment which she
was taking the great but she trustea
pardonable liberty to send would pe
found a better cut and fi: than the
one in which she had last had the
bonor of seeing his Majesty attired,

Anotber German ruler, Louis IV ot
Hesse-Darmstad, the busband of Prin-
cess Alice, received on his wedding
day & perhaps more useful offering
In 2 dozen pairs of stockings, knltted
and sent by an elderly female admir-
er in humble clrcumstances.

The romentic personality of Signor
Marlo, the celebrated Itallan singer,
not infrequentty evoked a hopeless
passion In women's hearts that on
more than one occasion fourd expres-
sion in strange. manner. Thls waa
certainly the case on the occaslon of
his marriage, when he recetved from
a bevy of female admirers a handsome
cushion stuffed with the fair donors’
luxuriant halr. An even qualnter
present, however, did he recelve on
Bis wedding day In an nonymous gitt
from a Munich lady of one of her
teeth, which, 25 she remarked in an
accompanying note, she had drawn
and set with pearls and emeralds as
8 scarfpin, in the trust that by some-
times wearing ft the hero of her
dreams wouid give a passing thought
of Bls unknown worshipper.

b
S

Introduction of Kissing,
Incredible as it may seem, it is saia

that the art of kissing was unknown

among our British forefathers like

other luxuries; ,, was imported later,

i It is supposed to have come over with,

! Rowena, the lovely daughtér of tne

I 8axon Heagist, who delighted  the

i

|

|

i

British Vortigern by this mode ot
greeting. The kiss throve finely on
English ground, and was soon natural-
ized. We might suppose tha: it bad
gone on spreading 10 the present day;
but there were times in the past when

| the practice was far more general than
it is now.

1o the reign of Edward IV a guest
was expecied to kiss all the ladies
of the tamily that he was vislting—
a proceeding which in the prgsent dey
might possibly give offense. It seems
to bave been allowable for a man to
kiss any woman he liked without fear
of giving annoyance. When the re-
former'Erasmus came to England e
found the’ custom a very univel
one, and was by no means Purls
enough to condemn it

‘When Qliver Cromwell sent an am-
basador to the court of Sweden, this
ambassador was requested by the
‘queen to Instruct ber suite In the Eng-
lish art; aad It is said that the En-
glishman found very apt pupils. It
used to be customary to claim a kiss
from one’s partuer at & dance, a prac-
tice which, if revived In the present
day, might do a good deal to increase
the popularity of danclpg.

There i3 no doubt that kLualng was
considerably indulged in among the
Jews, and was a.mode of salutation
with men as well as with women,
Samuel kissed Saul when anolnting
him king of Israel, and Judas ¢on-
sunmating his terrible treachery with

a klss,

K,mlng under the mistletoe, as still
practiced among us &t Chrisimas, 18
8 survival of an early Scandinavian
custom, and derives its origin.from
the myth of the beautiful Baldur, who
was killed by a sprig of of




