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Partial Destruction of City:

Account Of Farmington Fire Related
In History Of Universalist Church

(EDITOR'S NOTE ~— The Uni-
versallst Church at Warner and
Thomas _ Streets, Farmington’s
oldest house of worship, Is pre-
paring to celebrate its 100th an-
niversary In 1953 Apropos of
this centennial, The Farmington
Enterprise is publishing a serles
of atticles on the church's his-
tory, of which this is the fifth.
Readers are advised to clip and
save these articles. A limited
number of extra copies of The
Enterptise will. be available for
mailing to friends.)

V. — FIRE!

Throughout the perllous Recon-
structlon era with its ecarpet-bag-
gers and the Ku Klux Klan, the
Union Society and the newly form-
ed Universalist Church fu Farm-
ington continued caimly to expound
the gospel of a loving God.

The United States purchased
Alaska from the Czar; the Do-
minion of Canada was established:
a golden spike was driven to mark
the completjon of the flrst transcon-
tinental railroad; Black Friday par-
alyzed the New York Stock Ex-
change:; Farmington Village was
incorporated.  The Universalists
discussed selling their property
and bullding & new church.

On Octgber 9, 1S70, the Rev.
Chauncy W. Knickerbacker preach-

the car handled, was pl

aseg |
bz
PN at,

its comfortable
truly amazed and ¢!

the speedy pick-up and va
serve| power of its V-8 engine.
As a mattec of fact, we Had a
hard time getting him to point
the car in the general direction

fone it
try. ¢

asked him w
ery. “Rlght
he, “as|soon as | sell
n thousand dollar Ilfe
holicy.} . . . So
d .. .

le extra Insus
e

well, as all hard W
men ki

for something and an|

ratch for
ey

\‘lnq mother had he

Champlon in
{elling us .of the trial
fations,

he doe
tell him not
[ he can think of so

entioning,
| (X

we fixed her car an
in her way, complete

'she asked of

ty too. We onl.
this 1

¢ garage after he had

time trying to get the car

50 m.pih. in seven secpnds,

la standing start, -afte

In nine seconds his

Boy,” we tholght,
on the tabl

we're|
know anyone

of being a mot
old genius. I
lsn't mind,” she stat;
nplicitly never

t re.

pent
v

to-i
hen he
ayay,”
anothe]

nsur-
frus-
who |
rince?

ofking

ow, It's one thing to

ther

50
or 2

atlon last week, and

1§ and

Imany

that we never think

sent
n the

that ber cdr wWas in

1d dd
t, be:
{ the
hope

ttle eplsode wjll re-
you to bring tl

e car
and

plete
idg the- rest
s

ticed that
ar old son ma.
d he

old Bsister thinks

Yours,
BOB KETT

TTLE

s.up to insure

care-
it the

whije the

grow

he man his pprents
would become
s great as hip flve

helh

he is

LER
R

Motor Sales -

Studebaker Sales & Se
2073‘5 Gran

d River. KE.

|

Tce |

11700
i

t an inferiority complex Is
From turning around on s fray [fed bis tarewell discourse, ending
in some well ordered market}|a tenure lof 10 years and four
show-case and see the price [ymonths with the Farmington
they're asking these days {pr & {ichurch. “His departure,” a reso-
bunk of prine sirloln. lution said, “is universally regret-

But|then, [there's frustrations ted. H .
and frustrations. The other day |{ At 2a.m. on October 9, 1872, after
we took a friend of ||a long drouth had parch-
ours dut for ‘a sp‘:tlof :ﬁﬂe and ||eq all southeastern Michigan, & dis-
on the way [back let him drive || goirous tife broke out in the Farm-
the beautiful 's1 Studebaker V-8 || 1o arironds store of O. B
Land Gruiser. He loved thel Way )| gy op Grand River Avenue.

There was do fire depnrtment.
Bucket Dbrigades, carrylng water
from two wells, were unable to stop
the spread of the flames. The
situation ‘called for a leader, and
one turnéd up in the person of
Chauncey W. Greene, who, it will
be remembered, was chairman of
the Union Society.

AMr, Green, a horseman of mnote,
galloped in from his farm southwest
of town, sized up the situation and
in the mdnner of & general, as Na-
—

- Your
Headquarters

- for
Painting Supplies

BRUSHES, SCRAPERS,
ROL‘LERS, TURPENTI!‘E

‘and Other Painting Supplies
_ Are Sold Here.

Dealers for LOWE BROTHERS
High Standard HOUSE PAINT

MASCOT
HARDWARE

paints! - Plumbing Supplles

33305 W. 7 Mile Road
at Farmington Read
Phone Farmington 1781

$:30 to 6:30 DAILY |
8:30 to 8:00 FRL & SAT.

\

AND

100 Lbs.

2857

Farmington 0955

FOR DUSTY ROADS
DRIVEWAYS
USE

CALCIUM CHLORIDE
9.

SMITH - TUPPER LBR. CO.

] Sponsored by the

than Power wrote, de-

WEST POINT .
PARK NEWS

MISS L. A, AULT
Phone 1416-M

cided on a course of actlon. Per-
haps Mr. Power used. the word
“general” advisedly, for Mr. Greene
was 8 lineal descendant of Nathan-
iel Green, who to the dismay of his
fellow Quakers had taken up arms
and had become a generadl in George
Washington's Continental Army
Shouting orders from his horae,
Mr. Greene rounded up spectators
and directed them to pull down a
house that was next in the path of
the flames. At length they succeed-
ed, and the maneuver saved the
rest of the town, N
The Unlversalist, Baptist and
Methodist churches and many resi-
dences were spared, but the fire
had destroyed all the’ township's
records and those of the Masonic
Lodge as well as numerous stores.
Heavy sufferers .among Univer-
salists included Joshua Slmmons, a
trustee, who was & ‘foundryman
and successful farmer; Varren!B.
Selby, the town jeweler, and Miss
H. Augusta Lester, the church’s
treasurer, who lost a store and
adjoining house. ' .
Romance, as well as misfortune,
came into the life of Miss Lester.
She was a charter member of the
Farmington Unlversalist. Church
and for years one of its stalwarts.
The society’s minutes for May,
1879, were slgned, “H. Augusta
Lester, Clerk.” Those for August
24, 1879, “H. Augusta L. Shackle-

At the time of the fire, the Unl:
versalist pastor was the Rev. Well-
ington Stsson. who had been ordain-
ed In Farmington December 21,
1871, He was succeeded in 1874
by the Rev. Samuel Ashton.

Orthodox Christians were start-
led about this time by the news

“|that those strange Union Church

folks were addressed 'by a woman
preacher! The Universalists were
the ftirst church to ordain women
on an equal footing with men
(1863).

On at least four occasions, 1873
to 1576, the Farmington church had
as guest pastor the Rev. Myra
Woolley Gillette, 2 daughter of the
Rev. E. M. Woolley, who bad been
the first man to occupy the local
pulpit. (The Rev. Helen Follett
Adams, wife of the present pastor,
is an ordained minister.):

A Farmington directory of 1875
showed the population to be 500
and listed, among others, the fol-
lowing business establishments:
Serglus P. Lyon, undertaker; Ben-
jamin Grace and Brother, general
store; John H. Shackleton, flour
and lumber miil; Wilbur and Lap-
ham, founders. Mr. Ashton was the
Unlversalist minister.

An 1877 diréctory listed three
churches, Baptist, Methodist and
Uulversalist, wlth_ the Rev. A. M.
Sowle as Universalist pastor,‘and
boasted of a new Town Hall. John
Hardenburg ran & flour mill, and
Lewis . Philbrick was a lumber
dealer.

Nathan Power wrdte . that.Mr.
Sowle was a quiet, scholarly gentle-
man who'lived in a house on East
Grand River Avenue that was later
occupled by Mrs. Sarah Chamber-
lain. He remained as minister un-
til March 5, 1881, and observed his
70th birthday anniversary here
May 8, 1880.

The minutes record that Mr.
Sowle recetved Mrs. Lovinia Carr
into the church July 1, 1877, “at her

(Continued on Page Ten)

Unwritten Laws
" of the Road.

Farmington Kiwanls Club
In cooperation with the

Farmington Enterprise

No. 2: _Slow Down For That
“Crazy Driver”.,

25 Delivered

GRAND RIVER ;

: KEnwood 2-8530

Speed i3 the thing that gets you
into a jam faster than your brakes
or steering w}‘vael can get you out:
4 A driver ahead'of you is

stay ne
h he will get you
uble, So will associating
with undesirable persons, The best
thing to do is to stay clear of them.
Professional Drivers slow down
when they seo & med.river be-
cause anything can happen and
frequently does, At a'lower speed
you have a far greater chance of
protecting yourself. - It
to_climb gve}-ttha curl “&; escape,
you can do {t more safely st 15
than you can at 50.
Sogi i Mo, iy
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him long. enow
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(Contlnued from Page Throe)
of Robert Kellogg and his. family
on Filmore. Young Charles Kel-
logg. thelr grandson, who had been
vislting them, returned home with
his parents. !
The Homer Coolmans of Shady-
side Avenue have heen spending
week ends at Island Lake.
Announcement has been received
of the marriage July 14 ot Alfred
Sielovan and Visginta Am{ Keyes
of Detroit. Mr. Siclovan is a for-
mer West Point Park boy. B
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Roberts of
Mayfield Avenue spent Iast Sun-
at Island Lake. -
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Knapp of
Farmington Road have been enter-
taining a group of relatives from

hio.

Misg Marion Johnson of Clar-
ita Avenue is the guest for ;two
weeks of her cousin, Carol Porter
of New London,“Ohio. Mliss Anne
Johnson, her sister, is having a
vacation visit with relatives in
Akron.

Ed Grant of Farmington Road
left Tuesdad for a two week vaca-
tion vIslt in Colorado, where he has
three sisters he had not seen for
20 years. -

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Wocken-
fuss and thefr four daughters, Judy,
Susie. Kay and Betty Jean, from
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, are now

home recently purchased by them
trom Gus Bendroth. B

Youw'll Be Surprised At The Results
From An Enterprise Classified

occupying the Farmington Road|.

- LOCALS -

Merlin Adams of West Point Park
has returned from visiting his bro-
ther, Dale Adams of Palo Alto, Callf
fornia, -and cousin Carleton. He
also visited relatives in Jersey
Shore, Pennsylvania. He traveled
by bus tor three weeks on his trip.

Susan Lange, 17, daughter of Mr.
&nd Mrs, Edward Lange of 23015
Maple Street, {s at Old Grace Hos-
pltat recovering from an operation.
She will remain there another
week. l

Mr, and Mrs. Lloyd Russell of
27616 Clarita and Mrs. D. F. Jones
of 20065 Bretton Road, Farming-
ton, spent a recent week end visit-
ing their sons, James W. Russell
and Donald’ H. Jones, at Sampson
Alr Force Base, Sampson, New
York,

Miss Edna Aldrlch of Northville,
formerly of Farmington, is visiting
Mr. and Mrs. . Vincent Melfi and
sons of Oswego, New York. Mrs.

Motorboat Operators
Stir Up Fishermen

Inconsiderate motorboat operat-
ors are stirring up a lot of fisker-
men and cottagers, the conserva-
tion' department re-emphasizes.

To prevent tragedy, the depart-

ment reminds the person with a
legitimate complaint that the lo-
cal sherltf, state policemen or con-
servation officer Is empowered to
enforce the law against careless
boat operation. _
' A white light, distinguishable at
300 feet, is needed on a motorboat
from one hour after sunset to one
hour before sunrise.

I
Melfi is also a former Farmington |-
; Mr. and,
Mrs, Thomas Case also spent a|:
week with his sister Marle and|.
‘family of Oswego.

resident, Marie -Case.

there Mr. Case also spent some

'time with his mother, Mrs. James

Case.

BUSINESSMEN

Your business Is our business.

telephone.

BOORREEPING
30300 GRAND RIVER AVE.

- ATTENTION FARMINGTON

* Your
bookkeeping headaches are our: pleas-
ures. Our office is right next to your %

FARMINGTON BOOKKEEPING
SERVICE ’

CREDIT COLLECTION

e TAX SERVICE

PHONE ‘0446

While visiting|*

late August.

Anriounce Engagement,
Approaching Wedding

Mrs. Cecilia Eldrington has nd?
Hounced the engagement of her
daugbter, Janmette Marle, to Ari,
thur Wesley LaMontague, son ofs
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur LaMontague of
Parkville Street, Farmington.

The wedding is to take place in

Subscribe to The Enterprise

TELEVISION

SERVICE:
PLYMOUTH 470
K}"anood 2-9000

REID
TV SERVICE

420 Pontiac Trail

Lake Theatre

WALLED LAKE . !

Phone MArket 4-2151

FRIDAY and SATURDAY, August 3,

JEFF CHANDLER @ EVELYN KEYES

“Smugglers Island”

FLORENCE MORLY

“Tokyo: File 212”

vSATURDAY MATINEE ONLY — “Pirate, of the High
SPECIAL KIDDIE CARTOON SHOW

4!
1
i

In Technicolor

Seas”

SUN., MON., TUES., August 5, 6, 7
LYTH

MARIO LANZA @ ANN B

“The Great Caruso”

In Technicolor

“The Hous

WEDNE

WEDN ESDAYRI'and THURSDAY, August 8,9

'FREE DISHES FOR THE LADIES |

— ALWAYS PLENTY OF CONVENIENT PARKING SPACE —

CHARD BASEHEART -

e On Telegraph Hill”

SDAY and THURSDAY

Flashing Getaway” .
You'll take off ike a fet-ship i : 3
smooth as silk with Fordomatic. That's
because it offers the smoothness and
flexibility of a forque converter com-
bined with automatic gears.

® A“Test Drive” and you'll know why Fordomatic's*
popularity is sweeping the country! And a “Test’
Drive” will demonstrate Ford’s other-fine-car fea-
tures like; V-8 power . . . Automatic Mileage Maker

fuel savings.". .
. . . and Luxury Lounge Interiors
outside colors).

Automatic Ride Control smoothness
(custom-keyed to ¥

BERLING - McHUGH, INC.

%0711 Grand River Ays&

“Easy

Rocking” v

gives you full control always.

Farming‘f'pn, Michigan

oar beilliant televislon show — Ford Festival — starricy James
astists, NBC-TV Netwoek,”

You'll find rocking out of mud, sand,
or snow even easier than with-stand-
ard shift: And Fordomatic gives you
safe engine "hold-back™ on hilts ..o

Melton, with octstanding gutet

7 Tharsday, 8:08 p.m., Station WWJ-TV, Chaanel 4.

“Instant Acceleration”
When you want extra power for pass«

ing or hill-climbing, just step dawn on

the gas pedal and Fordematic auko-
maticaily shifts you downinto "acceler«
ation™ gear. :

Oploucd ol exiva con. pment, cczamories

0 chamoe koot sofice.
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m&ﬁa'ww'
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