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RU Captures Observer Relay Crown

By TOM DONOGHUE
** Sports Editor

The second running of the Observerland
Relays lived up to all expectations with the one
surprise being the overall champion in Redford
Union,

The Panther cindermen brought the crowd of
over 2,000 to its feet with a 440 relay win over
powerful Franklin and Bishop Borgess along with
firsts in the high jump and pole vault.

RU also scored a third in the 880 relay; fourth
in the shot put and shuttle hurdle relay; and fifth
in the long jump, two mile, and distance medley
relay.

Livonia Stevenson gave the title bid a real
shot but fell two points shy at 23 points. Franklin
finished third with 21, Bishop Borgess fourth with

19% and Churchill fifth with 16 points.

It was a busy day at the Lola Valley junior
high track with pole vaulting starting at 3:30 p.m.,
hot dogs sold out by 7 p.m. and RU crowned
champions at 11:30 p.m. with pole vaulting ending
around 12:30 p.m.

EVERY RELAY RECORD was broken with.
only two individual marks standing from the first
running of the relays in 1971. The two being the
best shot put by Farmington’s Tom Massey at
55'11%"" and the top long jump by Mike Gow of
North Farmington at 208",

Southfield Lathrup’s Matt Hepler had the best
shot put with a toss of 52’ but Garden City West put
it all together for a relay first. Mike Green, Gary
Snyder and Gerald Holmes combined for 146°212""
which topped lhe ark of North Farmington at
141'8Y,"” nk
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Thurston trio of Dennis D’Annuzio, Bill
VanAlsten and Rick Westphal captured first in the
long jump with a total distance of 58'8%"" bet-
tering North Farmington’s mark of 57'11%%"".

RU scored its first wm in the high jump witha
total height of 17'3”". Dave Schoof, Paul Matthews
and Scott 0’Grady made up the winning com-
bination. Schoof }745 the best jump at 6’1", also a

record. .

CHURCHILL OPENED the running events
with top honors in the four mile relay, with a time
of 18:37.1. The ‘Gharger quartet of Don Shaw,
Randy Saletnik, Don Priebe and Dennis Kurtis
broke the mark Churchill set last year at 18:49.9,
of which Kurtis was also a member.

The 880 relay as expected was right down to
the wire with favorites Franklin, Farmington, RU
and Borgess battling it-out. But the fastest 880
relay team in the area proved itself again with
Mike McKindles, Chuck Quinn, Mark Newman
and Ken Yuhasz scoring a Franklin first at 1:32.7,
breakiag North Farmington’s mark of 1:33.9.

Franklin’s hopes of an Observerland
championship started to vanish when Plymouth
dashed to top honors in the two mile relay. This
was one race Patriot Coach Bob Holmes had been
counting on but the combination of Brian Smith,
Eric Weber, Tom Matthews and Scott Dunson
bettered Franklin by two seconds.

STEVENSON scored its lone first in the
distance medley with Tim Duffy, Rich Fuerst, Blll
Walker and Dave Mathia clocking in 10:54.4.

Next came the shuttle hurdle relay with
favorite Bishop Borgess proving true to form with
a first at :58.2. The hurdling foursome was Tim
DeBeliso, Mark Cesarz, Mark Sopko and <Greg
Battle.

Everyone at the track knew what the ne: )

event was . . . the 440 relay. By the time the thir
and fastest heat was to start, everyone in at,
d: was ding with St in lane one,
Borgess in lane two, Farmington in three, RU in
four, Franklinin five and GC East in six.
The crowd was in an uproar at the gun and
m Tullock had the edge in the first turn for RU.
rince and Tim Biehl kept the Panthers in
t and when Biehl handed off‘te Tom Burk
Pgrgess, Franklin and Farmington were closing

BURK GAVE IT ALL he had down the stretch
and hit the wire with arms extended high in the air

WHAT A FINISH! Redford Union’s Tom Burk raises his arms after
breaking the wire in the Observerland Relay's 440. One-tenth of a second

Borgess at :44.48: Ken Yuhasz of Franklin at :44.65; and Farmington's
Mark Timmons at :44.60. (Observer photo by Tom Donoghue}

separated the first four teams. Burk clocked in at :44.46; Greg Battle of

and when he crossed the line; he let out the
biggest yell and threw the baton halfway across
the track.

RU had just upset the No. 1 440 relay team in
the state in Franklin with next best in Borgess.

But what a finish it was . . . only one tenth of a
second between RU in first and Farmmgton in
fourth.

Burk crossed the finish at :44.46. Battle of
Borgess finished at :44.48, that's only two hun-
dreds of a second off the winning time and
Franklin’s Yuhasz placed third at :44.65. Mark
Timmons of Farmington hit fourth with a :44.60.

The final running event was the mile relay
and the Franklin team of Tom Chester, John
Dawe, Chuck Quinn and Joe Jinnett dashed away
with top honors at 3:39.4 with Stevenson four
second behind.

Some three.| hoqua&er the pole vault event
came to a close with Farmington’s Nat Durham
the individual winner at 13'7” and RU the relay
winner with a total height of 32'6”.

Scott Bjerke, Greg Broquet and Dave
Bloomingburg combined for the Panther clincher,
and Coach John MacKenzie couldn’t have had a
bigger smile.

‘DEFENDING CHAMPION Farmington
placed eighth with only 11 points.

“We were plain flat,”. said Falcon Coach
Jerry Young. “We didn’t run too hot but it was a
great meet to be a part of.”

Franklin Coach Bob Holmes expressed
disappointment after the 17 school meet.

“We didn’t come up with a single point in the
field events,” said Holmes. “Sure RU was on its
home track and might have had a little 2dvantage
but we fell inches short in teo many running
events.”

“The 440 relay was a must and RU really
surprlsed me,” added Holmes.

mxght even have surprised itself. Coach
MacKenm knew he had the potential but the
question was if he could put it all in the right
places for a meet of this sort which required
overall balagce and depth.

TEAM STANDINGS
Redford Union .......

Franklin
Bishop Borgess
Churchill
Thurston
Garden City West ........

ham Groves
North F
F i Harrison
Bentley
Garden City East

Lathrup

Here’s How They Finished

SHOT PUT: 1--GC Wast (Green, Snyder, Holmes)
146'2% ~; 2-- Stavenson, 146'11% *; 3-- Thurston, 139°3%
4 RU, 134°6% *"; 6-- Borgess, 134'1 % "

LONG JuM ~Thurston (D", ‘Annunzio, VanAlsten, West-
phat), 68'B% *; 3. Stevenson, 66'1"

- NF,54'8% 5~-I1U B4A'8Ys

HIGH JUMP: 1--RU (Schoof, Matthews, 0°Grady}, 17°3";
2 Churchill, 172”; 3-- Stevanson, 17°; 4-- Thurston, 16°8"; 5—
- Borgess & GC West, 167",

POLE VAULT: 1-RU (Bjerke, BrogGet, Eloammnb.lm).
32'6"; 2-- GC West, 32'; 3-- Groves, 32°; 4-- Borgess, 30
Farmington, 261",

4 MILE RELAY: 1--Churchill {Shaw, Satatnik, Priebe, Kur-
tis), 18:37.1; 2-- Farmington, 18:41.0; 3-- Groves, 18:44.4; 4--
Borgess, 18:54. tevenson, 19:10.1.

880 RELA’ ranklin (McKindles, Quina, Néwman,
Yuhasa), 1:32.7; 2-- Farmington, 1:32.9; 3-- RU, 1:33.0; 4--
Borgess, 1:33.3; 5-- Thurston, 1:33.9.

2 MILE RELAY: 1--Plymouth (Smith, Weber, Matthows,

[+

4 11:01.0; 4-- Southfield, 11:10.4; 6-- RU, 1=

169.7; 4-- AU, :60.

Dunson}, 8i07.8; 2-- Franklin, 8:09.8; 3-- Borgess, 8:25.9; 4--
Thurston, 8:36.0; 5--RU, 8:36.2.
. DISTANCE MEDLEY RELAY: 1-- Stavenson {Duffy, Fuerst,

Walker, Mathia), 10:54.4; 2-- Harrison, 10:69.1; 3-- GC West,
5.

SHUTTLE HURDLE RELAY: 1.- Borgess {DeBelsio, Ces-
arz, Sopko, Battle), :68.2; 2-- Franklin, :68.3; 3-- Stevenson,
- NF, :61.2.

440 RELAY: 1--RU (Tullock, Prince, Biehl, Burk], :44.5; 2--
Borgess, :44.5; 3-- Franklin, :44.6; 4-- Farmington, :44.6; 5--
NF, :45.9.

MILE RELAY: 1--Franklin {Chester, Dawe, Quinn, Jinnott),
3:29.4; 2-- Stevenson, 3:33.6: 3-- Churchill, 3:37.0; 4-- Thur-
ston, 3:37.3; 5-- GC West, 3:37.7.

MILE RELAY: 1-- Franklin (Chester, Dawe, Quinn, Jinnett),
29.4: 2 -- Stevenson, 3:33.6; 3 - Churchill, 3:37.0: 4-- Thur-
ston, 3:37.3: 5--GC West, 3:37.7.
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REFRESHMENTS

‘During 1ha nearly tw»
_allowed ‘to Serve you,

EXPERT
TAILORING

WE OFFER NATIDNALLY ADVERTISED
BRANDS

Clothing Courtesy of the following \
anufacturers
DOOR PRIZES WORTH $500 OR MORE

o Modern Clothng.

o Vinneaen @ faon
o hConen @ Hamwey .

o daner
o McGregor
NO OBLIGATION 10 BUY TO BE ELIGIBLE

SPECIAL GIFT OPPORTUNITIES
FOR the LADIES

RECEIVE FREE!

* Your choice of alluring...
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| PIQUETTE or RUBYAT PERFUMES ||
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|
|
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With purchase of any sport coat, suil, or $40 purchase
and this toupon.

With any §5 purchase taceive FREE a handy ool set for
the first 50D customers.

nap S Men’s wear

26425 PLYMOUTH RD.
KE 4-8260

BE SURE TO VISIT NAP'S SHOE STORE /only five doors down} at 26405 PLYMOUTH RD.
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