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Changing grade levels
during construction can
damage established trees,
according to Gerald E.
Draheim, Wayne County
extension horticultural agent.

The injury causes short
annual twig growth, smaller
and fewer leaves, early leaf
drop, leaf scorch and an
unhealthy appearance. These
characteristics appear
gradually and are noticed two
or three years after con-
struction.

Draheim offers these tips

on preparing your landscape
plans to avoid possible
damage to trees you wish to
save:

Try to avoid any change in
grade level around trees that
are to remain. If a change is
necessary and fill is needed,

Tree Grade Level
Change Is Harmful

provide rock or tile drainage
at the onglnal ground level
before fill is added.

If the fill needed should be
more than one foot deep, build
tree wells before excavation
begins. Contact your local
Coopemuve Extension Ser-
vice or nurseryman for plans
covering the construction of
these walls.

Any excavations to lower
the grade levels should be
started as far from the tree as
possible to avoid root damage.
Maintain the original grade
level near the trunk of the
tree.

By following these ideas and
planning carefully, says
Draheim, established trees
can become a useful and
beautiful part of your land-
scape.

Soil Is Ready
-When It Crumbles

) EASTLANSING
Although everyone is
anxious to begin gardening
when the first warm spring
days appear, you should allow
the sunshine and warm spring
breezes time to dry out the soil
before you try to work it, says
J. Lee Taylor, Michigan State
University horticulturist.
“If you can crumble a soil
ball with your fingers,” says
Taylor, “it’s ready to plant.”
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remain hard and cloddy for
‘weeks.

Before working the soil,
Taylor recommends
spreading fertilizer over the
garden plot. Two or three
pounds of a general analysis
fertilizer such as 5-20-20 per
100 square feet is usually
sufficient.

For a more exact analysis of
your soil’s fertilizer needs,
have your soil tested by your
local county Extension Ser-
vice office.

After fertilizing, prepare the
soil about six inches deep
making sure all the sod is
turned under, says Taylor. Do
this with a garden spade, plow
or rototiller.

Finish by leveling and
smoothing with a rake. It is
much easier to level small
areas if you turn the rake
over.
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lecture on “‘Bonsai Plants” by
Dean Atkinson, president of
the Shibui Bonsai Society. The
program is the next in the
Michigan Horticultural
Society series “How Does
Your Garden Grow?"
scheduled for Tuesday, May
30, 1972, from 12 noon to 1 p.m.
at J.L. Hudson’s downtown
store in the 13th floor Pine
Rool

m.

‘There is no charge for the
lecture, but a box lunch
charge of $1.65 will be made
for each registrant. Reser-
valions are required.
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Turfgrass Experts
Give Mowing Tips

EASTLANSING

Mowing your lawn in more
than just “cutting the grass.”
Doing the job wrong could be
the big reason your lawn
doesn’t look as good as it
should, say turfgrass
specialists at Michigan State
University.

Height and frequency of
mowing are equally important
in maintaining a quality turf.
The specialists recommend
the following:

Height of cut should be
adjusted to the turfgrass
species. Mowing too short
results in a shallow root
system and a weakened turf
which is prone to weed in-
vasion.

The preferred cuttin { height

for most Kentucky b
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New Deck
Adds Zing
To Patio

Letting the imagination
roam when planning a new
deck lends individuality and
2zing to an outdoor living area,
lifting it out of the utilitarian
class.

Size of the deck planks used
can make guite a difference in
appearance.

Broad 2x8-inch Douglas fir
will produce an entirely. dif-
ferent effect than commmonly
used fir 2x4s. Placing 2x4s flat
will look different from a deck
built of 2x4s on edge.

Visual effects can be
created by placement of the
decking in one direction or the
other. Laid parallel to house
walls, the deck will seem
longer. When boards are set at

deck appears wider.

For an eight-page colorfully
illustrated booklet of deck
ideas and a folder of plan
details for three decks, send 25
cents in coin to Western Wood
Products Assn., Dept. 502-13-
P, Yeon Bldg., Portland,Or.
97204.
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and red fescue varieties is 1%
to two inches. In contrast, the
low-growing  bentgrasses
should be mowed at a height of
3/10 to 8/10 inch.

Adjust the height by placing
the mower on 2 hard, level
surface and adjusting the bed
knife (reel) or rotary blade
edge to desired height.

Frequency of mowing
should be adjusted to the
growth rate of the turf, Do not
remove more than one-
quarter to onethird of the
total leaf area at any one
mowing.

The specialists also suggest
that varying the direction of
mowing will improve the
appearance of the turf.

Flower Day Is May 28

A bazaar of flowers and
plants~the sixth annual flower
day—vul]behelcl Sunday, May
28 at Eastern Market.

Metropolitan Detroit is the
largest production area of
bedding plants (annuals and
perennials) in the United
States. Flower day drama-
tizes the availability of hun-
dreds of varieties of fresh
plants and cut flowers.

On display and for sale wilt '

be petunias, geraniums,
marigolds,  begonia
plants that add instand color
1o landscapes.

The 100 producers at
Eastern Market on flower day
will be happy to advise
visitors on use of flowers and
to answer other questions.

The market is at 2934
Russell, north of the Fisher
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ier Road (M-14)
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Freeway, west of Gratiot, two
miles south of I-34. Flower day
hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Admission and parking are
free.

Eastern Market is ad-
ministered by the City of
Detroit Bureau of Markets
and has been in existence
since 1891.
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The Grass! Does it make
you smile in anficipation?
Orwantto pavethe whole
back yard? Ityou've got
grass, it needs cutiing.

And when lawn work
means more than just

International” Cadet 75
Riding Mower.

Big 7 hp. engine starts fast
with finger tip pull or
(optional) key start. Cuts
apath 32" wide.

cutting the grass, you
need the Intemational*
Cadetriding mower that
works all year...even

to hauling firewood.

Also available in 5hp.
economy model.

FREE MOWER
with purchase of
Cub Cadet

Any wuy. you cut it.
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