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'GIDDYAP -- Danielle Ninni, age two-and-a-half, enjoys a pony
ride at Apache Stables in Livonia -- one of several riding stables in
Observerland and within easy reach by car -- or horse.

Horses Live

In Observerland

Sixty years ago horses were a
common sight in Observerland.

While they've mostly been re-
placed by cars, there are still times
when you'll see some youngster
gailoping along Schoolcraft- Road
or Grand River Avenue astride a
noble steed.

There are several horseback rid-
ing and boarding stables within a
short drive of Observerland -- and
there are some located right in the
heart of the northwest Detroit
suburbs.

One of the private stables is
Apache Mike's on Farmington
Road in Livonia.
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Its owner. Mike Algerc boards
some 30 horses for area families
and keeps a couple dozen on hand
himself for rent to occasional pub-
lic customers who drop in.

“*Any type of clean fun is good
for the kids,” Algero says.

While members of the stables
get priority. Apache Mike often
rents horses by the hour to the
public.

I's not unusual to see a pony-
tailed girl guiding her horse down
one of the paths along Farmington
Road from Apache Mike's.

And it's “clean fun” for a sum-
mer day.

HORSE TRAILS exist even in built-up suburban communities,
Here Mike Delaney, Brian Rolfe and Donna Majeiwicz ride along a

trail in Livonia.



