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Tiny

HOLDING A VIOLIN properly takes lots of
concentration, as this class of four through eight

- year - olds demonstrates. {Observer photos by

Bob Woodring}

AFTER HOLDING the violin has been
mastered, it's time to learn how tc hold the bow.
Kelly looks on as her mother. Mrs. Nancy Drif-

DICK BENSEK

Banguet foods from antient
France? How about peaccek
pie? Both the head. gilded
and glazed, and the peacock
tail in all its splendor arose
above the crust which might
be two feet in diameter. At
one royal banquet 104 such
pies were served. Swans.
100, were served roasted
whele in gilded plumage.
Snails were popular as a
banquet food: so were frags.
in one of the earliest of the
French cookbooks, published
in 1394, a recipe for prepar-
ing snails concluded “They
are eaten with spice and are
for rich people.” .

DANISH INN, 32305
Grand r Ave., 476-
6320 is & popular place to
dine for peaple who know
and enjoy fine foods includ-
ing a number of Danish
Dishes. You are aiso treated
to excellent music Tuesdays
thru Saturdays from 8:30
p.m. to Closing from Pat
Flowers, He plays memora-
ble jazz. boogie and classical
music.

HELPFUL HINT: Canned
clams should hava & bright
color when opened. Dark
culor indicates staleness,
bad flavor.

meyer, shows Doug Methner. son of Mr. and
Mrs. Gary Methner, how it's done.

S’craft Music F aculty
Stages Chamber Recital

The second chamber music
recital of the 1972 Schooleraft
College - Summer Music
Festival will be given by
members of the summer
school faculty on Tuesday,
July 18, at 8:30 p.m. in the
Liberal Arts Theater.

The college has been holding

its annual summer music
school and festival since 1967
1tis now under the direction of
Richard Saunders, who will
make his first appearance
next week as conductor of the
festival's Court Orchestra.
Tuesday night’s recital will
feature- works by Anton

Reicha, Michael Colgrass,
Darius aud, and Ralph
Vaughan Williams.

THE FESTIVAL Woodwind
Quintet will make its premier
performance in a work by
Reicha, the famous '‘Quintet
in E-lat, Opus 88." Violist
David Ireland and per-
ionist Norman Fickett
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perform  Colgrass’
“Variations for Viola and
Four Drums.” Colgrass is a
young American composer
who has become well known
for works such as “As Quiet
As” and “All the World's a
Baked Apple.”

The Variations is generally
considered to be one of his
finest, and most difficult,
works. Ireland has appeared
as soloist with the court or-
chestra and with the
Plymouth Symphony. Both he
and Fickett are members of
the Detroit Symphony, as are
four of the five members of the
festival woodwind quintet.

The major work on the
second half of the program is
+On Wenlock Edge” by Ralph
Vaughan Williams. This
performance Is in observance
of the 100th anniversary of the
birth of Vaughan Williams,
England’s greatest 20th
century composer.

The work is a setting of five
poems from A. E. Housman’s
“'A Shropshire Lad,” for
tenor, piano and string
quartet. Tenor Edward
Kingins will be making his
second festival appearance in
this work.

By BETTY MASSON

“Close the rabbit’s mouth
around the frog,” says the
teacher, and 23 children
hasten to try it out wiile their
mothers look on with interest.

It may sound like a lesson in
“our furry friends and their
strange eating habits,” but it’s
not. Instead it's one part of a
program designed to teach
children ‘“to become more
sensitive human beings” by
showing them how to play the
violin.

THE CLASS is making its
debut' in Plymouth this
summer under auspices of the
schools and under the tutelage
of Mrs. Nancy Drifmeyer,
whose daughter, Kelly, is one
of the students.

1t’s for children between the
ages of four and eight. The
majority of the students are
four and five, and they are
responding to this type of
teaching with enthusiasm.

Occasionally, attention
wanders, however, and a
conversation about what it
would be like to eat a frog
breaks out, while Mrs. Drif-
meyer checks her in-
structions, which are actually
designed to show the students
how to hold a violin bow.

The bow is the frog and the
right hand is the rabbit.

And the violins look like they
might have been Jeft behind by
absent - minded elves.

CLASSES ARE being held
three times a week in
Plymouth High School. The
first three weeks were spent in
Jearning how to stand
properly, how to hold the
violin properly and how to
hold the bow the right way.

After the children nave
mastered these, they'll learn
how to play in much the same
way they have so recently
learned to speak, by watching,
listening and imitating. Their
first piece is variations on
*‘Twinkle, Twinkle, Little
Star.”

Most of the mothers are
renting the appropriate - sized
violins for the classes. They go
down as small as 1/16th of the
size of a normal violin, but the
sounds are the same,
especially for beginners.

Redford
Actress
To Star

“A Thin Line,” the award-
winning play in which Redford
Township actress Louise
Martin stars, will be shown at
4 p.m. Sunday, July 16, on
Channel 4 TV

The play was originally
scheduled for 3 p.m., but has
been moved back an hour
because the play “Sermon of
Man" scheduled for viewing
July 9 was postponed by the
live NBC telecast of the
Wimbleton tennis finals.

“Sermon ‘of Man™ was
named winner of the best
original play prize in the
Metropolitan Detroit Com-
munity Theater Festival, with
“A Thin Line™ as runner-up.

“Sermon” is a sight and
sound interpretation of the Old
and New Testaments in the
form of a black, Southern
Baplist Church meeting. The
preacher (God) attempts to
explain to the congregation
His attempts through the ages
to reconcile himself with
wayward man, The script was
written by James Peddy and
the play itself is performed by
Peddy’s Players.

Joel Durand’s
Art Is In Fair

Joel J. Durand of Idaho
Street, Livonia, is among the
artists whose work will be
shown at the Ann Arbor Street
Art Fair. The fair will run
from July 19-22. Durand is a
painter.

Plymouth will be
represented by ceramics by
Richard Saunders and pewter
by John Groot.

Arts and crafts by artists

from 17 states and Canada are m

represented at the juried fair.
Tt will be open each day from 9
a.m. to 10 p.m., except Satur-
day when it will close at 5 p.m.

Photos By
Bob Woodring

IT'S ALL part of an ap—‘

proach to violin teaching
developed more than 20 years
ago by the Japanese violinist
Suzuki, but only recently
becoming popular in this
country.

Mrs. Drifmeyer studied the
method while attending the
Eastman School of Music,
Rochester, N.Y., in 1964. Since
then she has used some of its
ideas in her regular string
classes at East and Pioneer
Middle Schools in Plymouth.

But this is her first session
with the younger children.
She's enjoying it so much, she
hopes to continue in the fall.

The mothers are an im-
portant part of the prgram,
and their attendance is one of
the stipulations of class
membership. They are taught
as well as the children, and
they are asked to give lots of
encouragement as their sons
and daughters practice.

Assisting Mrs. Drifieyer is
Mrs. Lois Andres, who studied
this summer at the Suzuki
Institute at the University of
Tennessee.

POINTING OUT that Suzuki
teachers usually go through a
three - year course, they say
“we are learning as we go
along.”

Even if none of the children
ever becomes another Yehudi
or Hephzibah Menuhin,
they're sure that the early
exposure to good music and
the difficulties of learning to
play a musical instrument will
increase their awareness and
appreciation.

The relaxed atmosphere
also shows them that music
lessons can be fun. Susie
would like to take time out to
suck her thumb ... that's all
right. Three boys tentatively
explore the possibilities of
using the bows as rapiers ...
and fortunately decide they
are better as bows.

And a cherubic four - year -
old dreamily tucks his violin
under his chin as he thinks of
the baseball mitt he's been
promised as a reward.

Violinists Enjoy These Lessons

NOW THEY'RE set to go and Kelly and
Doug swing into “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.”
They are learning by imitating Mrs. Drifmeyer

VIOLIN CASE under his arm. Doug leaves
the class to go home and play baseball

Schoolcfaft Festival Is
Going To Be Different

By TIM RICHARD

The summer music festival
at Schoolcraft College is going
to be different this year. A lot
different.

Richard Saunders, directing
it for the first time this sum-
mer, is ‘feeling his way,” in
the words of a colleague. “The
faculty is doing a lot of the
works they want to do.”

Wayne Dunlap, who was
Schoolcraft's musical director
until last fall, started the
series five years ago with the
idea of offering a chamber
music program that wasn't
fikely to’ be duplicated any-
where else.

Dunlap's idea was to pair a
classical with a modern com-
poser who resembled him —
Haydn and Hindemith, Schu-
bert and Poulenc, Mozart and
Stravinsky. There was always
something on the program us
19th century Romantic slobs
had heard before, and some-
thing new that we could grow
into. Programming was care-
ful.

This year there is no theme
except to emphasize the works
of England’s Ralph Vaughan
‘Williams, born 100 years ago.

THE OPENING faculty
concert Tuesday included a
violin sonata by Charles Ives,
with whom T have about as
much in common as Leon
Trotsky; a cello sonata by
‘composer-in-residence Robert
W. Jones, who loves audiences
as much as some composers
hated them; and the Titan,
Beethoven.

Other than that they all fea-
tured two to four instruments,
the works had little in com-

Allen Shaffer, assistant di-
rector of the Schooleraft festi-
val and a Dunlop protege, says
to quit ‘wurrylng and taking it

too seriously, and take it at
face value.

“Ives,” said Shaffer, “may
write beautiful stuff for 10
pages” (he used the word
*“beautiful’ in the 19th century
Chopin sense of the weord),
“and then kick you in the
groin. He doesn't always care
how it sounds; he’s concerned
about the effect it produces on
you. Whatever effect you feel
is probably the effect he in-
ended.”

Except for faintly recogniz-
ing some American folk tunes,
1felt no effect from Ives, but 1
did realize that violinist Inez
Hullinger Redman is getting
better and stronger each year
she performs out here.

BOB JONES performed the
piano accompaniment for the
cello concerto No. 2 that he
wrote for Mario DiFiore, the
soloist. Jones always has a
good time, and you have to be
dead in the soul and have
algae between the ears not to
have a good time listening to
him.

Just to show you how the
Jones brain works, he noticed
that DiFiore always takes
some time between the first
and second movements of a
work to retune his cello. So
for the coda of the first move-
ment, he has DiFiore tune up;
the final four notes are the
plucking of the four strings.
Crazy? Nope, logical.

At one point, DiFiore shouts,
“Sock it to me, baby,” at
Jones, and if you know Bob
Jones, you know it was written
into the score. The final
“chord” of the concerto is
Jones slamming down the lid
over the piano keys. Again,
Iogical.

The Beethoven quartet No.
11 was written between his two
pastoral symphonies, Nos. 6

and 7, in 1810, but is entitled
“Serioso,"” perhaps because it
came about the time he was
dear Johnned by some Italian
chick.

The principals were Mrs.
Redman, second violin; Di-
Fiore, cello; a new faceta me,
James Waring, first violin,
and David Ireland, viola. One
need not waste words on it,
any more than one would -
waste words on a prime rib.

THE SECOND concert in
the series was Thursday night
(after our deadline) and fea-
tured the Eastman Brass
Quintet. At the risk of pre-
judging, let me point out two
things to look for in the final
concerts:

» Tuesday, July 18, at 8:30
in the Schoolcraft Liberal Arts
theater: Ireland will perform
Colgrass's *‘Variations for
Viola and Four Drums” (1958)
with Norman Fickett at the
appropriate number of drums.
1 have no idea what Colgrass
wrote, but I do recognize Dave
Ireland as a strong leader
within the college’s summer
music faculty. He can be
trusted.

® Tuesday, July 25, same
time and place: Pianist
Donald Morelock will perform
Mozart’s E-flat piano concerto
(K. 271) with the court orches-
tra. This is Don Morelock’s
style. Go.-

‘Wayne Dunlap has left, and
the summer music festival he
founded at Schoolgraft College
will never be the same. Never-
theless, he always insisted on
expanding the mind of a 15th
century Romantic slob every
time he wrote a program, sd
maybe we ought to give Dick
Saunders’ generation a
sympathetic chance.



