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EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the
second of 12 “Ragionalist Paa-
ers™ sponsored by Metropolitan
Fund. a non-profit educstion and

research foundastion serving
southsast Michigan.

By CITIZENS RESEARCH
COUNCIL

The Southeast Michigan
metropolitan region en-
compassing the central city of
Detroit and the surrounding
counties has had a long and
richly varied experience with
regional organizations.

Special purpose authorities
and agencies, in-
tergovernmental  contracts,
regional planning and coor-
dinating bodies and a council
of governments have all been*
utilized as mechanisms for
regional problem solving in
the southeast Michigan
metropolitan region.

THE EARLIEST approach
to meeting regional needs in
southeast Michigan was
through the creation or

We Moved Toward Regional Govt.

development of special pur-
pose agencies.

‘The oldest regional service
agency In Southeast Michigan
is the Detroit Metropolitan
‘Water Supply System, a city of
Detroit agency, which sup-
plies water service to 89
communities in southeast
Michigan and sewage
treatment services to 67
communities by means of
intergovernmental service
contracts.

The metropolitan water
supply system had its origins
in the City of Detroit water
department, which in 1873 was
authorized to extend service
beyond the city limits. The
board consists of seven
members appointed by the
mayor of Detroit but only four
of the board members are
required to residents of the
city of Detroit.

The creation of a special
purpose agency to provide
regional park and recreation
services d by the

Oakland, Macomb.
Washtenaw, and Livingston
countles approved the
creatlon of the Huron-Cilnton
Metropollitan Authority
(HCMA) ss an Independent
agency with the power to levy
a one-guarter mifl property
tax.

The HCMA board consists of
seven members, two of whom
are appointed by the governor
and one member named by
the board of commissioners of
each of the five constituent
counties. During its 32 years of
operation, the authority has
acquired 12,600 acres of park
and recreation facilities and
provides a significant portion
of regional park and
recreation services.

A MORE RECENT .ipecial
purpose ageney is the
Southeast Michigan Tran-
sportation Authority (SEM-
TA) which was directly
established by the State
Legistature in 1967 without

buses for existingbus systems
and has acquired and is
operating one small bus
system.

During the pericd from the
late 1940's through the middle
1950's, two new regional-level
bodies were formed- to deal
with emerging problems In
southeast Michigan, Unlike
the special agencies designed
to provide direct services,
these bodles were organized to
perform regional plaming
activites and to develop Inter-
county cooperation programs

dealing  with ~ regional
problems.
THE DETROIT

Metropolitan Area Regional
Planning Commission was
formally established in 1947 by
resoiution of the Michigan
State Planning Commission.
The members of the regional
planning commission were
appointed by the goverhar.
The operations of the
commission were financed

State Legislature in 1939 and
in 1940 the voters of Wayne,
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an independent agency
governed by a nine member
board, three of whom are
appointed by the governor and
six of whom (beginning in
1971) are appointed by the
council of governments.
SEMTA was created for the
purpose of planning,
acquiring, constructing and
operating  public  tran-
sportation facilities and has
been financed to date by
federal and state grants and
contributions from local

SEMTA has been actively
involved in public tran-
sportation planning, has
assisted in the purchase of

SEMTA is p

from the counties although
federal, state and other public
agencies and  private
organizations contributed
funds for special plans and
projects.

Among the many projects
undertaken by the com-
mission were the development
of basic planning information,
the preparation of a com-
prehensive land use plan, a
regiona' highway plan, 2
comprehensive recreativn
plan, a major study of refuse

ispesal, and a numi
special technical studies.

The com. Jssion served as
basic resour. - for public and
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“Someone in Here Cares™ that
you placed with us when you first became a pol-
icyholder continues to grow. Since the heart of
our product is your financial security, one of the
demonstrate that care is to keep you
the growth and financial strength of
company.
One sign of financial strength is ASSETS. We

and empl

yees.
the confidence

launched our company with $8.6 million in 1964,
and in eight brief years of operation, assets have
grown to more than $100 million, $102,889,900
to be exact.

Another important figure is the amount put
aside cach year for FUTURE POLICYHOLDER
BENEFITS. In 1971, $6.3 million was added to
our reserves account, bringing the total to-

policy

BENEFITS. They amounted to a record high of
$18.9 million, including policyholder divid ds of
$2.9 million and endowment credits of $4.1 mil-
lion, -
If you have any special questions about your
financial security, a member of our client service
staff (the ““Sol in Here Cares Di "
will be happy to assist you. If you would like the
full story on our growth and financial strength,
ask our Public Relations Department to forward
you a copy of our 1971 Annual Report to Share-
holders. This is the report that covers the first
Million Dollar Profit year of our parent company,
Hamilton International Cor| i b

private  aencies by
developing b. sie regional
physical, social ond economic.
data. The commizsion played
a vital role in stimilating and
assisting local plarning ef-
forts and served as the
regioral review agency for a
number of federal programs.

1IN THE EARLY 1950’ there
was increasing recognition of
the need for inter-
governmental coordination
to come with the problems
resulting from the rapid
growth and geographic
dispersion of population
within the Southeast Michigan
area.

In 1954, the chairman of the

wWayne County Board of
Supervisors (now Board of
Commissioners) convened a
series of meetings with the
chairmen of boards of
supervisors of the counties in
the region. Out of these
discussions developed the
Supervisors Inter-County
Committee (SICC)
representing the boards of
supervisors of Wayne,
Oakland, Macomb,
Washtenaw and Monroe
counties and, a year later, St.
Clair county.

‘The new body had no formal
legal status and no direct
power of its own-its purpose
was to discuss common
problems, develop solutions
and implement those solutions
by action of the boards of
supervisors of each of the six
counties. In 1957, the SICC was
given official status by the
adoption of state legislation.

‘The SICC played a major
yole in initiating area-wide
studizs of water, sewerage,
drainage and solid waste
disposal and participated
actively in highway and
airport  planning. sIcC
compiled an inventory of
public works needs for the
region, initiated an executive
development program and
was _involved in the
organization of 2 new agency
to deal with metropolitan
problems that is now called
the Metropolitan Fund.

IN 1964 the Meropolitan
Fund initiated a series of basic
research studies by the
Citizens Research Council of
Mickigan on governmental
organization in Southeast
Michigan. A policy committee
was appointed by the
Metropolitan Fund which
made a series of recom-
mendations including the
establishment of a voluntary
metropolitan  council of
governments representing all
the governments in the area.

In 195 the chairman of
Metropditan Fund appointed
a committee of 100 public
officials from throughout the
region to develop a specific
proposal for organing a
voluntary council of govern-
lmenl.s representing all 400
i 1ocal units of government in

area.

The Committee of 100 issued
its report in 1966. In 1967,
delegates from local units.
throughout the reglon met and
formally organized the
Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments (SEMCOG) as
of January I, 1968.

SEMCOG was unable to
obtain satisfactory state
enabling legislation for
regional councils of govern-
ment, so it organized under
the regional planning act.
With the organization of
SEMCOG, the Supervisors
Inter-County Committee was
disbanded and the Detroit
Metropditan Area Regional
Planning Commission became
the planning division of

SEMCOG.

‘About 100 of the 400 eligible
units of government in the
region joined SEMCOG, in-
cluding five of the six coun-
ties, by executing on in-
tergovernmental agreement
and paying the it

SEMCOG called for local
government  budgetary
support of $250,000 for the first
year operation to be assessed
by a fee scheduled against the
member governments, In May
1968, SEMCOG applied for
federal funding, under HUD
programs and in June

received a three year grant
totalling $150,000 from the
Ford Foundation (through the
Metropolitan Fund).
SEMCOG organized a public
safety division and became
responsible  for  com-

prehensive criminal justice
planning in the region and

served as the planning and
review agency for federal
omnibus crime bill funding. A
social services division was
organized which helped create
the comprehensive health
planning council and gave
major attention to housing
needs and programs.

W. W. {“EDDIE") EDGAR, dean of the Observer Newspapers inc.
editorial staff and best known in Plymouth for his column, “The Stroller,”
won new honors from the Plymouth Kiwanis Club. Edwin Schrader, longtime

member of the club, presented Eddie a distin
j isti ity service. The

cate for

guished service award certifi-

took

place in the weekly meeting in the Mayflower Hote! {Photo by Nick Merrick)
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THE GOOD -

HOUSEKEEPING: SHOPS

I‘u';:higan's Largest, Dependable Appliance & TV Dealer
| .

Free
Delivery .
L]

Free
Approved
Installation
L]

Free 1-Year
In-Home
Service

fee.
THE PLAN FOR financing

HRP Picnic
Set Sunday

Human Rights Party
members and their families
will eat, play and talk politics
at a Kensington Park picaic

The exact site Information is
available ntﬂthe park in-
n.

that you are our most important asset and
“Someone in Here Cares” that you stay happy.

Aliander omition Tt Fraranc: Confiany of Amonica

VILLAGE OF QUAKERTOWN, FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN 48024

station.

Informal discussion of a
platform will begin at 2 p.m.
Members are asked to donate
$1 to the state mailing fund.
Individuals should bring their

Sunday beginning at 10-a.mm..

Free
Defivery
.

Free

1-Year
Service
.

Fully
Guaranteed
Too
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-3 Day Sale! Automatic Dryers

Trustworthy Famous Brand
Automatic Washers
L <<=>2
‘Whirlpool
GENERAL €8 ELECTRIC

3 Days Only!

Sale Priced From

$'| 5 660

90 DAYS SAME AS CASH or
MANY MONTHS TO PAY"

 Safe for All Fabrics

® Many 2-Speed Models

« All Popular Features

4 davs onh your chance of 2

lietme to grab a bacan m

3 popular. tamuus brand auto-

All brand new n

Al complete

Save,  now’

matw washer
facton cartans
with  guarantee

Y{Hllilpool o SPEED QUEEN
) GENERAL ELECTRIC
3 Days Only!

Sale Priced Fyom

$ 660

an DAYS SAME_AS CASH or
.. MANY MONTHS TO PAY!
o Safe Drying for Al Fabrics
© Big, Full-family Capacities
®Many with Perm-Press Cycles
Engineered to keep pace with their
matchingavtomatic washers! Priced
tosave soumany dolbars now while
oue sensatonal 3dav sale fasts!

MODEL
oE 3270

Gas models  slhightls  higher.

mumaum

90.Days Same As Cash . : . or, Easy Terms

THE GOOD HOUSEKEEPING SHOPS

own food and
At i

for Suhday, Aug. 8, atlpm.in
HRP headquarters at 304
Thayer, Ann Arbor.

Plym i
GA 7-4212

W. Dearborn
22155 Michigan
LO 1-7786

Redford
21726 Grand River
2.4871

E. Dearborn
4947 Schaefer
T16-1177

OPEN RVERY NIGHT FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE!
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