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Suburban Gardener

Roadside Stands:
The Last Outposts

By BETTY FRANKEL
Special Writer

Baskets piled high with
glossy red tomatoes, great
piles of yellow and green
squashes, stacks of dewey-
fresh corn ears are temptingly
displayed at the many
roadside stands that have
sprouted up alt over suburbia.
They are almost as abundant
as the harvest they market.

Spme of these stands are
small and temporary, no more
than a patio umbrella raised
over a round table. Others are
neat, sturdy, permanent
structures. Most are rather
rough and rickety, but pic-
turesque.

Th

individualism that is resisting
the squeeze of urbanization.

We suburbanites who
natronize the roadside stands
enjoy the break in the dull
routine of supermarket
shopping. We feel freer and
less fettered, too. There is a
bit of adventure in pulling off
the road onto a dusty, rutted
shoulder, examining the
luscious vegctabls spread in
the open air and selecting the
most tempting basket-fulls —
which are then promptly
emptied into a paper bag so
that the basket can be used
again.

Many of the ‘stands have
been in the area for years. A
second and perhaps third

& the
fresh-picked home- grown
produce are an anomaly. They
don't fit with the rest of our
organized, commercialized

way of life. They are the last
outposts of our agricultural
heritage and are evidence of
an independence and rugged
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is
patrumzmg lhem and swears
their corn is the best - and it
is.

WHAT ARE the favorite
varieties? Golden bantam is
still one of the tops, as it has
been since grandma’s day.
You'll also find Country
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Gentleman, another old
favorite that has white ker-
nels. Most often though,
growers will have newer
varieties such as Toana, Ilini,
and Barbecue.

Many of the larger stands
sell produce that they pur-
chase from the Eastern
market, as well as their own
homegrown corn  and
tomatoes.

They have California plums
and grapes, Florida melons,
Georgia peaches, and lettuce
and potatoes that have been
trucked in from other states.
Of course, there is no attempt.
made to pass these off as
home grown. They are matter-
of-factly displayed in their
wooden shipping crates.

Other stands, especially the
smaller ones, have only home
grown produce. One such
stand is run by Sally Snyder
who grows all the produce she
sells on an acre of land behind
her attractive Southfield
house.

On a typical day you'll find
her in the garden in the
morning and in the afternoon
sitting on the front lawn beside
a table piled with ears of just-
picked corn, glowing purple
eggplants, some baby beets
and a bunch of parsley. On a
nearby umbrella table are
tomatoes and young carrots
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Southfield and Canton
‘Township were among the top
10 communities in
southeastern Michigan in
authorizing 1871 building
permits, but Westland
dropped from the list.

And the City of Farmington
was one of the biggest growth

and the multi - family list with
2,741. The prior year, South-
field was in eighth place in
total units and ot even on the
list in apartments.

® Canton Township ranked
eighth in total units with 1,085.
This breaks down 1o 486 smgle
- family units and 563 multi -

BUILDING A PORCH or enclosing an existing one with jalousie
awning or casement windows, has been greatly simplified. A two-part,
how-to book tells everything in words and pictures everyone can easily
follow, step by step. Send $1.50, cash. check or money order {make
payable to Directions Simplified) P.O. Box 215, Briarcliff Manor, N. Y.

Home Building Booms
In Canton, Farmington

(with mutli - Iamily units in

parentheses!

Total SEMCOG region:
39,343 (21.879).

Oakland County: 14,447
(7,809).

Wayne out- county: 11,737
7.364).
Detroit: minus 1,368 (851).

and squash.

A MILE OR so away
another lady gardener sells
bunches of flowers and
perennial plants as well as her
home grown vegetables.

There are several stands in
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areas for multi - family family units. In 1970 it was City of Farmington: 605

dwellings in the seven county fifth. (643).

region. ® The City of Farmi Farmi 738
These Observerland didn't make the overall list, (361).

communities emerged but it did land in eighth place  Lathrup Village: 62 (none).

on the apartment list with 643
units authorized.

prominently in the report of
residential construction in

Quakertown: none.
City of Southfield: 2912

Quince seed lotion: Many
home gardeners who make
their own quince seed hand
Totion will tell you that the
finished product is softer and
silkier than many of the
commercial lotions on the
market. In case you didn't
know it, quince seed, when
soaked in water becomes
mucilaginous and forms the
basis for a good lotion.

Here's a good recipe we
hope you'll try: % cup quince
seeds soaked overnight in a
pint of water (rainwater is
ideal but not entirely essen-
tial). Strain and add 1 oz. of
glycerine, 20z. of bay rum and
14 oz. of any perfume.

Not many people bother to
use the quince fruit for food.
Try this recipe for quince
jelly: The whole fruit or just
the skins may be used. Cut in
small pieces, being sure to
reject the seeds. Cook in
enough water to cover, until
tender, then strain through
jelly bag. Measure juice and
boil 20 minutes. Have ready
same amount of sugar heated,
add to juice and boil one
minute, then turn into heated
jelly tumblers. When cool,
pour melted paraffin on top.

Quinces may also be
combined with grapes for
Jelly. And if you like steamed
quinces, wash,
quarter the fruit. Place in
steamer and when tender,
serve with cream and a
generous amount of butter.

core and

SCALE ON YEWS: If your

tablespoons of 25 per cent
malathion per gallon of water.
This gets the young crawlers
which you may have missed

with the burlap cloth.
Spraying alone will not check
mealybugs, as the pest has a
waxy coating over it, causing
the pesticide to roll off.

GREEN THUMB Clinic: “Is
it true that cattails are edible?
We have access to many of
them.”

Answer: Yes, cattails are a
versatile “wild” food plant.
They provide vegetable, salad
and even “flour.” Early in
spring new leaves start to
sprout, and these tiny stalks
and leaves resemble garden
asparagus. Some oldtimers
call them Cossack asparagus,
and they eal them by pulling
the stalks. The crisp white
stem can be eaten raw or
cooked in same manner you'd
eat asparagus. Some people
even eat cattail pollen, using it
for a flour subslllute in many
recipes.

GREEN THUMB CLINIC:
A reader writes: “We want to
slip some roses and other
woady plants. Is it too late?”

Answer: No, you can still
take cuttings. Root them
under a glass jar and leave
this *'greenhouse’ on all,
winter.

FR.EE Send me a self’
addressed, stamped envelope
for my free bulletin, “How to
make new plants.”

the area that specialize in
“grganic” produce that has
been raised - untouched by
commercial fertilizers or
chemical pesticides or in-

1971, compiled by the e Westland, which led the (,741).
Southeast Michigan Council of 1970 list, fell off the top 10 Wood Creek Farms: nine
Governments. The report lists completely in 1971 in overall (none).
total residential units and then residential  construction.  Canton Township: 1,083

makes a separate listing for
multi - family units.
Oakland County led the

Westland's 1970 authorization
was 2,201, but its 1971 showing
was only 880, of which 4%

(599).
Garden City: 176 (122).
Livonia: 849 (211).
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A tabletop burn that

Japanese Yews or Taxus
shrubs have a while cottony
mass on the stems and leaves,
it means the mealybug is
present. This is a sapsucking
pest which tackles Taxus and

secticides.

‘Anne and Daniel Landgraf
have been running their
organic stand for five years

were single - family houses
and 380 multi - family units,

region with 14,747 units, an
increase of 119 per cent over
1970. Here's how some local

City of Plymouth: 96 (88).
Plymouth Township: 133
(four).

$12.
:m 35 $16.95

PYRACANTHA
om $2.95

loaded with

LANDSCAPE
DESIGNS

Purple Leaf
PLUM BUSH ‘2

$ 495
A

pring. rich
\maran loliage in Fall

areas did:
® The City of Southfield led
the total list with 2,953 units

now. Their eight acres have
been farmed for 30 years and
are still producing abun-
dantly.

The rambling stand, shaded
by the branches of an old fir
tree and a spreading silver
maple, is overflowing with
produce — corn, tomatoes,
cucumbers, cabbage, carrots,
potatoes, six kinds of squash
four or five kinds of onions,
sweet peppers, hot peppers,

beans and dill weed. There are EAST! mﬁsmc

HERE IS the rundown on
net housing units in the region
and in local communities

To preserve foliage, crush

Redford Township: 36

g

one).
City of Westland: 878 (380).

Time To Dry Flowers
For Winter. Bouquets

to use. It will last indefinitely,

other ornamentals.

Take a piece of burlap in
your hand, pull it tightly over
the area where the mealybugs
are, mashing the entire mess.
Then spray the plants with two

doesn’t go right through can
be eliminated with silver
polish. Rub carefully, keep-
ing the polish away from the
adjoining surface.” Wipe dry
and then polish or wax as
you usually would.

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

raspberries and blueberries in
season and now there are
large baskets of early apples.

When asked about their
ovganic growing methods,
Mrs. Landgrai siad they use
an organic fertilizer that
comes from Kentucky.

Carry a bit of summer all
through the winter by picking
and preserving flowers now,
says J. Lee Taylor, extension
horticulture specialist at
Michigan State University.

or split the ends of the stems
and stand the plants in a three
- 1o five - inch deep solution of
two - thirds glycerin and one -
third water.

Dr. Taylor says.

For more detailed in-
structions and more complete
lists of the flowers best suited
to each method, Taylor
recommends Cooperative Ex-

Within a few days to two tension bulletin E-410 *Flower

Mostly, they rely on compost.

The weeds and trimmings
and leaves and stems of their
produce areall put into a large
hole where they decompose

CUSTOM
LANDSCAPING

The best way 10 Preserve a ek tiny beads of moisture Arranging,” for
blossom's shape and color is . " 7 $1.50 from your local
by drying it, he says. will appear on the leaves. ThiS  Cooperative Extension Ser-

indicates the foliage is ready vice office.

Flowers like cockscomb

WAYNE JONES SAYS...

and LANDSCAPING

721-6610

32593 Cherry Hill tbetween vanoy & Merimant -

from their chickens, ducks,
geese and ponies.
Wherever you go,
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into humus which is dug back
into the fields the following
year. Also they use manure

and
whatever you buy, it's bound
to be a pleasant little ad-

(celosia), goldenrod, bit-
tersweet, statice, salvia,
yarrow and hydrangea
respond best to the hanging
method of drying.

Pick them just before they
reach their prime and strip off
any leaves. Tie small flowers
together in bunches so that the
heads do not touch and hang
them head down in a dry,
dimly lighted place for two to
four weeks. Hang larger
flowers singly.

FOR FLOWERS like
foxglove, petunias, snap-
dragons, gladioli, Iilies,

delphinium, coral bells and
pansies, Dr. Taylor recom-
mends the drying mixture
method.

Pick before the flowers have
reached maturity. Cover the
bottom of a box with one inch
of silica gel or borax. Place
the flowers in the box and
cover them by gently sprink-
ling additional drying mixture
over them. Store the boxesina

cool, dark place for two weeks
or until the-petals feel crisp.
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Sow Pansy Seeds Now

EASTLANSING

For large, vigorous pansy
plants next spring, seed now,
says Dr. William Carlson,
extension horticulture
specialist at Michigan State
University.

Sow the seed in a seed flat
containing a porous soil made
up of 1 3 peat, 13 soil and 1-3
perlite. Cover the seed lightly
with soil and wrap the flat
with plastic to retain moisture
and maintain a constant
temperature.  (Germination
proceeds best at a tem-
perature of 60 - 65 degrees F.)

After the seeds have ger-
minated, move the flat into a
well - lighted area to prevent
the seedlings from stretching.

When the seedlings have
grown to the size of a quarter,
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Good For Underlayment

or
Paneling

they should be transplanted
six inches apart in a porous
soil outdoors. Dr. Carlson
recommends a soil made up of
three parts soil and one part
peat moss.

Once the transplants have
started growing, water and
fertilize them regularly to
stimulate vigorous growth.

In the fall, cut back on
watering and do not fertilize.
Protect the plants through the
winter with a mulch of straw
one foot deep added after the
first freeze.

‘When new growth appears
in the spring, remove the
mulch and fertilize. Give the
plants two or three weeks to
harden off before trans-
planting,. Move them care-
{fully, being sute to leave the
roots intact.
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DO YOU WANT PRIVACY
AND BEAUTY IN YOUR
BACKYARD? Both are possible
when you plant beautiful accent
shiubs, ornamental trees and quick-
growing shade trees. We still have
a good selection of plant material
for immediate effect or more eco-
nomical sizes.

SAUCER MAGNOLIAS

Large purple & white
flowers in early Spring.
specimen tree

WAYNE JONES

KWANZAN CHERRY
Double-flowering

pmk flowers 1495

N ORWAY MAPLE
Sturdy hardwood
mana $13%
SILVER MAPLE

Fast growing

shade tree 58 85

38303 ANN ARBOR RD.
LIVONIA

WO N {Waest of Ann Arbor Trail)

“THE NURSERY SUPERMARKET"

With the Personal Touch

(all 464-1500

HOURS: Daily 9a.m.- 6p.m. Sunday 10am. - 6pm.



