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said one young man. “A drug

For society as a whole, The young people never- user gets sleepy and
parks are a problem, : theless are highly mobile. If apathetic, but a drunk will get
generally becausethere aren’t  CONFRONTATIONS  bel- guarantees them trouble with they don’t own their own cars, belligerent.”
enough of them, they're ween young people and the police. they can get a family car or .
getting crowded, and they are authorities have occurred in  The ‘'young people” are pile in with friends. They turn THE YOUNG people tend te
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maintain.
But there is a particular
problem with the use of parks

by people in the 1525 age®

bracket. These young people
are often dissatisfied with or
have outgrown the traditionat
energy-sapping recreation
programs that seek to send
them home tired so they don’t
get into trouble.

On the other hand, adults
have their gripes about the
way young people behave, and
taxpayers often retaliate
against the Now Generation
by tightening the pursestrings
for ~and even closing up - the
parks.

As one lady wrote to the
editor when opposing a
proposed park site near her
home: “We dont want any
long-haired hippies around
here.” By “we,”’ or course,
she meant her particular
property-owning and age
group; young people were
implicitly dropped into the
ranks of non-citizens, even
when those *long-haired
hlpples" were the neigh-
borhood kil
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and throughout the nation.
Why? Eliminating outright
criminality as a factor except
in a small minority of cases,
the reasons boil down to the
social and legal:

(1) Socially, young people
have far different uses for
parks than do parents and
tots. (2) Young people have a
far different view of what is
legally and morally wrong,
and their view almost
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students and persons new to
the labor force. They are
unmarried and generally live
with their parents. They have
yet to establish their own
households, hence don't care
to go “home.”

‘They don't have a lot of
loose cash to spend in a place
of commercial entertainment.
In the last three summers,
they've had trouble finding
jobs. Their hangouts used to
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the river dirty. This is one of many sights await-
ing volunteers in the Sept. 16 “"Rescue the
Rouge” project. (Observer photo)
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boundaries and share none of
their parents' snobbishness
about one community being
better than another.

To them, the park is a social
center, much like the general
store eracker barrell or the
barber shop in the Norman
Rockwell paintings. But the
young people have no Rock-
well to portray them
favorably to the general
public. .

1

THEIR VIEW of what
constitutes misbehavior is
different. The overwhelming
majority have absorbed the
idea of the “viclimless crime
- you're not domg anything
wrong if you're not hurting
anyone else.

‘This was brought out lucidly
last year when several editors
of Observer Newspapers
hosted a series of con-
versations called “Rap on
Parks” last year with parks
and recreation officials, an
occasional police represen-
tative, city councilmen and an
assortment of young people —
the latter group making up the
majority.

Take the use of marijuana
and drugs. a matter that
pillars of the community
consider a sin and a crime.
The prevailing view of the
young people, however, was

-that is, the idea that they are
a separate social class. A
different set of attitudes
toward work, money, religion,

politics has been deliberately-

cultivated and absorbed.
Despite the old bromide that
“kids have always been like
that,” this generation is in fact
different.

Given this social function of
parks, given the young
people’s different attitudes
about laws and ordinances,
the whole matter is com-
plicated by the young people’s
tendency to accumulate in
groups of several hundred, be
it in Detroit’s Stoepel Park,
Livonia's Botsford Park, Cass
Benton Woods, “The Hor-
seshoe” or Northland.

The point here is that the
parks problem is more than a
problem of acreage and picnic
tables. It’s a people problem.
It isnt solved when (for
example) voters in Livonia
refuse to put up money for
parks or police chiefs in
Redford Township and the
City of Plymouth want to close
parks earlier.

“Cleaning out” a park
rarely solves a problem, in the
overwhelming majority view
of the “Rap on Parks” par-
ticipants. In fact, it amounts
to municipal failure to meet
meneedsnia icul soclal
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“NOW WHAT DO WE do?" ask these Schoolcraft students after
observing all the classes which were closed by the time the coliege’s final
registration began this week. Classes begin Thursday with late registrations
accepted until Sept. 5. (Observer photo by Bob Woodring)
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