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Location, of course, is most impor-
tant, but even location mut be exam-
ined in light of your personal lifa style.
How important is it 10 you, for exam-
ple, to be close to where you work 7
Is it more important to you to be
further out into the country for the
benefit of the peace and quiet it wil
provide? Consider the services you
will require and their availability.
\deally there should be @ small shop-
ping area, with a grocery and drug
store at least, no further than one mile
from your home. There should ba a
major shapping center with a depart-
ment store within three miles of your
home, with churches and schools
noarby. Of course, these ideal condi-
tions cannot always be met, and you
will have to weigh the merits of
convenience against the merits of
being further removed from the city.
Your investment is likely to be more
secure in a subdivision of comparable
homes than it is if it is isolated out in
tha country, but there are subdivisions
springing up far beyond the rings of
tho city--many of them in the lake

areas to the north, but still within
commuting distance of the city. If
both husband and wife are working
and will be commuting, the cost {both
emotional and monetary) of commut-
ing any great distance should be
taken more into consideration. A long
drive will add hours to the ength of
the work day. and one crabby. tired
person at a time is all most marriages
can stand.

After location, consider what your
types of activities are, how many
rooms you will need, and what
conveniences you refuse to do with-
out. A family that entertains a lot will
require a different type of house than
one that does not. And the type of
entertaining they enjoy will make a
difference. too. Couples who like
informal parties, bufets, and barbe-
cues will have different requirements
than couples who like to have sit-
down dinner parties. Children of
different ages will Lave varying
requirements. Whether or not there is
a play area close to where mother is
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working becomes less important as
the children grow older. Older children
need a place to study, and even
parents noed a place to retreat. If the
husband likes to build things or repair
cars, for example, he will nead some-
place to work. A garage can some-
times serve as a workshop, but it can
get chilly in winter. A wife will be
much happier if she has an efficient
kitchen and laundry {assumingitis
she who does these things--if her
husband helps, an efficient kitchan
and laundry make two people happy).
A minimum care house is more
important to the woman who works
outside the home.

There are sevaral basic styles of
kitchens. Some work better with one
cook, and athers function as wall with
multiple cooks. A kitchen can be a
cooking center only, or it can be a
dining area as well. The kitchen work
area is usually one of four shapes: U-
shape, L-shape, carridor, o one-wall.
The one-wall type is used frequently
in efficiency apartments and in vaca-
tion homes where space is very limit-
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ed, but is rarely used in other dwall-
ings. An L-shaped Kitchen is used
most frequently where dining space is
provided in the kitchen. A corridor
type can be closed at one end. It has
the advantage over the U-shape
kitchen in that it allows better access
to cabinets on the end, but it has the
disadvantage of less counter space
than the U-shape.

Floor plan and probable traffic
pattern are impartant considerations.
In @ model home, it is difficult to see
the floor plan when you are so
distracted by the glamourous decor.
However. floor plans are available
from the sales office, and it will pay
you to study them closely befors you
buy the house. Try and imagine
yourself living in the house. What pat-
tern will you follow when you walk
into the house, carry groceries to tha
kitchen, prepare a meal, stc.? Consi-
der how good the separation of areas
is. Will noise from the living room
and/or family room carry easily to the
bedrooms where other members of
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the family may be trying to slaap?
Closets are great sound buffars.
Consider where your furnitura could
be positioned. and whother you would
be continually walking in front of
somebody trying to watch television.

In examing a kitchen, be suse to
check the amount of cupboard space
and the amount of countertop. It is
important to have a convenient place
10 set things when you take them out
of the refrigerator or off the stove.
Work space for setting out ingredi-
ants, measuring them, and mixing
them is another consideration. If a
dining table is focated in the kitchen,

sary. The additional work space is
preferable to the dining table, since
one member of the family can be
setting the table for a meal while
anothor is cooking if it is not neces-
sary 10 use the table in preparing the

A diswasher saves considerable
space. Many housewife considers it
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worth the expense just to get rid of
the clutter of dirty dishes and to make
additional work space. Of course, the
fact that it washes the dishes too is
nice.

A corridor kitchen can have traffic
jams if there is likely to be much
through traffic, and it can get crowded
it too many people try to work in it at
the same time, but for one_person it
can be very efficient, as can the U-
shape kitchen.

1f you decide it is necessary to have
eating space in your kitchen, you wil
have to decide whether it is also
necessary 10, have a separate dining
room. 1f you are on a hudget, remem-
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people drop the eating space in the
kitchen and get the adjacent dining
room instead, being sure to choose
floor that is both good - louking and
easy to clean. Many of the tiles availa-
ble now look quite glamourous and
entirely suitabls for a dining room.

An alternative to the separate
dining room and kitchen is the newer
kitchen - family room. It contains
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space for a sofa and easy chairs, a
tefevision, and frequently much else in
addition to space for cooking and
eating. It is a goneral all - purpose
room and is not lft empty very often.
Some of the more expensive homes
have @ set-up with the kitchen wark
space in the middle, open to a family
room on one side and separated by a
wall from the dining room on the
other side. While this is very nice, it is
slso costly. and you will have to
weigh its marits against its costs. Be
sure to figure in the fact that the more
square footage your house contains,
the more you will have to clean, or
pay somebody else to cloan for you.
As family rooms have become
increasingly popular, living rooms are
being used less. The family room has
in reality become the living room. It is
most often the raom used for parties,
&5 well as for family, simply becausa it.
is the nicest room in the house. Even
if it's open 1o the kitchen, that's OK,
because your kitchen is usually shin-
ing clean anyway when you heve a
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