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Catholic ‘First’ Involves
Deacon From Livonia

By MARGARETMILLER
Church Editor

William Lenny, married
deacon who was a Livonian
until last weekend, now is
filling an unprecedented role
in the Catholie Church.

The Rev. Lenny on Oct. 1
began his duties as associate
pastor of two neighboring
parishes in the rural area near
Norwalk, Ohio.

And he and his wife and four
children are getting settled in
the rectory of Mother of
Sorrows Catholic Church of
North Auburn, until now a
home to priests rather than
youngsters.

REV. LENNY, ordained in
June 1971, after two years of
study in the Detroit Ar-
chdiocese Diaconate
program, also will be working
with the Toledo Diocese to
help set up a program for
training married men as
deacons, or helpers to priesis,
in that area.

“To my knowledge.” Rev.
Lenny told the Observer in a
telephone interview from

Nerth Auburn, “it's the first
time that a married deacon
has served as an assistant

pastor.”
His role is to assist the Rev.
Omar Rethinger, senior

pastor to both Mother of
Sorrows and St. Bernard
parish in New Washington,
Ohio.

He will work with the
parochial schools operated by
both parishes and will assist
Rev. Rethinger in all
capacities except saying
mass.

WHILE STEPPING into a
brand new position in the
Catholic church that has seen
its priesthood shrinking in
numbers in recent years, Rev.
Lenny sees the move as a
natural one for him and ad-
vantageous to all involved.

While living in Michigan,

THE REV. WILLIAM LENNY at his ordi-
nation as a deacon in June 1971,

Rev. Lenny and his family
made their home in Livonia
but attended church in St.
Brigid in northwest Detroit. In
his capacity as a deacon, he
assisted in the parish of St.
Thomas Aquinas at Ford and
Evergreen in Detroit, and he
was employed as a religious
education director by St.
Catherine Catholic parish in
Algonac.

“I had to cover a lot of
ferritory,” he-said.

In addition, he felt his
training and capabilities as a
deacon were not being put to
the best use in a city parish

Faith Lutheran Will

Christmas decorations and
a “for-children only” shop will
be among the attractions at
the Octoberfest Bazaar of

Faith Lutheran Church, 33000
Five Mile, Livonia.

The bazaar will be held

Musicians To Meet

Plans to form a Christian
concert band will be discussed
at a meeting at 7:30 p.m.,
Friday, Oct. 13, in Judson
Baptist Church, 26301 Middle
Belt, Farmington.

All interested in performing
with the band are invited to
attend.

Formation of the band is
being undertaken by Joe

Moms, Dads

The Moms’ and Dads' Club
of St. Mary's Preparatory of
Orchard Lake will sponser a
get-acquainted dinner dance
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 7.
in the Polish American Club.

Merenda, who has served as
an instrumental music in-
structor in the Detroit Public
Schools for 17 years. He is &
member of the Detroit Con-
cert Band.

Merenda is endeavoring to
give persons who are
proficient on a musical in-
strument an opportunity to
form a band to present con-
certs in churches.

Plan Dance

5181 E. Outer Drive, Detroit.
Bob Zielinski’s orchestra will
play for the dancing.

Interested persons should
call the school for reser-
vations.

St. Theodore
Holding Mini Fair

The second annual Mini-
Fair to be held in St. Theodore
Catholic parish of Westland
isscheduled Saturday, Oct. 14,
from it a.m. to 9 p.m.

The church is located at 8200
Wayne Road.

Sixteen booths and games

Church Plans
‘Art Auction

" The Unitarian-Universalist
Church of Farmi 25301

will raise funds fo enable the
church’s Confraternity of
Christian Mothers to continue
supplying funds for St.
Theodore altar care.

Among the attractions will
be booths for tic-tac-toe, a fish
pond, 2 moon walk, a cake
walk and silver dollar. Prizes
wilt include several handmade
items such as cefamic pieces
and knitted capes and pon-

Halstead, will hold an art
auction and dance Saturday
evening, Oct. 14.

The auction, featuring the
work of church members and
their friends, will begin at
8:30, The dance will follow.

There is no charge for ad-
mission and the public is in-
vited to come early and in-

the art objects.

The auction will be preceded
by a cocktail party and “gold
plat dinner” for members and
friends. Now in its second
year, the dinner is the largest
fund-raising activity of the
church, as well as a major
social event for - the
congregation.

N

where families are close
together.

] wasn't used to the fullest
of my capacity,” was how he
put it

IN THE RURAL area where
he and his family have
relocated, families of the two
parishes. are spread out over
about 15 miles. “And this is
where a deacon is really
needed,” he added.

His new position developed
because of the death of the
priest in New Washington.
Rev. Rethinger moved from
the Mother of Sorrows rectory

to St. Bernard, taking over
spiritual leadership of both
parishes.

“That left an empty house
and a need for an assistant in
two parishes,” Rev. Leany
said. He had been talking to
the Toledo diocese about the
possibility of a move, so it was
suggested that he come in the
dual capacity.

“The parish council at
Mother of Sorrows agreed,”
he said. “There was no op-
position. There are 14
members of the council-13
voted to bring me in and the
other didn't vote because he
said he didn't quite un-
derstand the move.”

ALTHOUGH the area tends
to be conservative and the
move is pretty revolutionary
for the Catholic church, Rev.
Lenny said his new
parishoners “‘couldn’t be more
friendly."

“Everyone has been just
great,” he reported, adding
that women in the parish were
quick to appear with some
homebaked goodies for the
first family to occupy the
rectory.

The two older Lenny
children, Colleen, 11, and
Sean, nine, are students at St.
Bernard school that runs from
third through eighth grades.

Seven-year-old Timothy
attends Mother of Sorrows,
where there are only grades
one and two. Brigid, youngest
occupant of the rectory, is 2.

REV. LENNY, who left the .

insurance business five years
ago 1o become a religious
education director, feels the
new position is his best op-
portunity yet to serve his
church to his fullest capacity.

He and others in the Toledo
diocese are well aware a lot of
eyes will be on the little corner
of Ohioin the next few months.

“That always hppens when
you try something different,”
said the new associate pastor.

Hold Bazaar Oct. 21

from 10 am. until 4pm,
Saturday, Oct. 21, in the
church.

The children's shop will
have gifts for parents at prices
under $2, plus free gift
wrapping.

Movies, popcorn and games
will be provided by the
church's teen groups to en-
tertain the children. The
young people will also sell
pumpkins and Halloween
candy and will have an
“almost new” toy shop.

Coffee, dougnuts, pop and

Temple Gets
New Stained
Glass Window

A stained glass window, a
gift of the Harold Goldberg
family, has been placed in the
Kovinsky Memorial Chapel of
Temple Beth Jacob, 78
Elizabeth Lake Road, Pon-
tiac.

The window was designed
by a member of the temple,
Mrs. Cyvia Snyder. It depicts
the House of Jacob, with the 12

tribes, ~ Jacobs’  soms
symbolically woven into the
design. .

Mrs. Snyder, a Birmingham
resident, is a member and
student of the Bloomfield Art
Association. She received her
degree in art. education from
Wayne State University and is
a former art teacher in
elementary schools.

Rabbi H. Philip Berkowitz
and Arthur W. Kollin were in
charge for

potato chips will be served all
day. Barbeque beef and hot
dogs will be served at lunch
time.

A country kitchen will
feature baked goods, canned
jellies, chili sauce, pickles,
candy and other home-made
treats.

There will also be a “recipe
rest booth,” where patrons
can find new recipes while
they rest their fee, plus the
regular gift shop, candle shop,
card and wrap shops and a
white elephant booth.

NED To KNOW
SOVETHING ABOUT
YOUR NEW

. COVMUNTY?
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Office 6420130

arge of
the dedication of the window.

AND
SOUTHFIELD

Schools of Christian Mission.

Methodist  St. Kenneth Topics'

‘Women
To Meet

Mrs. Mary Willoughby,
executive secretary of Church
Women United in Michigan,
will be speaker for the annual
meeting of Ann Arbor district
United Methodist women in
Plymouth Wednesday, Oct. 11.

“Live a New Life"” is the
theme of the meeting to be
beld in the First United

St. Kenneth Catholic
Church, 14951 Haggerty,
Plymouth, will- sponsor a
series of Sunday afternoon
meetings in the church as a
community service.

The meetings will focus on
«‘controversial topics.” All
will begin at 3 p.m.

THEY WILL get under way
Sunday, Oct. 22, with a "meet
the candidates” session.
Candidates from local elec-

Methodist ~ Church  of ™ p A *
Plymouth, 45201 N. tions will explain their
Territorial, from 9:30a.m, o3 Positions on key jssues.

Walt McDonald of Plymouth
Family Services will give a
talk “Do You Understand
Your Kids?" on Oct. 29.

There will be a draft am-
nesty forum on Nov. 19.
Among the speakers will be a
group from the Veterans of
Foreign Wars and a Catholic

p.m. Coffee will be served at 9
a.m. before the program
starts.

Mrs. Willoughby has a
degree in religious education
from Duke University and has
taught in the United Methodist

She also has served as an
officer of the Michigan con-
ference Women's Society of
Christian Service and was a
delegate to the World
Federation of Methodist
Women in London in 1966.

Dr. Stuart Bundy, new
president of Henry Ford
Community College, will be
guest speaker at the 7 p.m.
service, Sunday, Oct. 8, in
Bethany Baptist Church, 34541
Five Mile, Livonia.

‘The service is being planned

Active in Church Women
United for 15 years, she has

Are *Controversial’

pacifist organization.

On Dec. 3, there will be a
discussion of sex education as
taught in the Plymouth
schools. Films used in the
schools will be shown and
there will be an admission

charge to help pay for the cost
of film rental.

A GROUP of lawyers will
present legal facts about
busing on Jan. 8, and the
Panel of American Women
will talk about diserimination
on Feb, 18. The panel consists
of a Catholic, a Jew, a Negro
and a white Protestant.

On March 25, Dr. John
Doran, past president of the
Guild of Catholic Physicians,
will explain why he is op)

1o relaxing abortion laws.

A film, “The Parable,” will

be shown April 29.

New College President Will

by the senior young people.
Dr. Bunday is a graduate of
Bob Jones Uni and the

MRS. PETER J.
MONTAGNE of Farming-
ton is the new president of
the Cathotic Study Club of
Detroit. now beginning its
77th season. She is regent
of Sacred Heart Circle
-261, Daughters of Isabella,
past president of the
University of Detroit
Women's Guild and the St.
Raphae! Guild and secre-
tary of the Blessed Sacra-
ment Women's Guild of
Farmington.

Be Speaker

a Christian high school there.
Before coming fo the area, he

University of Southern
California. He has been a
Christian educator in
Guatemala, Central America,
for eight years and organized

held several state offices.
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