Falcons Destroy

NF Raiders,

By TOM DONOGHUE
Sports Editor

Oh, what one rival football
game can do for a (ootball
1

eam.,

Football has been a losing
sport at Farmington High
School with only three winning
scasons in the last 14 years but
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it's a different story now.
Football is the “in” word.
“armington caught Nerth

Farmington by surprise and

y
Farmingtor had beaten their
North neighbors.

COACH NAL BEARDSLEY
labeled the victory the
“preatest ever at Far-
minglon™ and along with the
win came the city cham-
pionship. The Falcons had
toppled Harrison in the season
opener, 136, and now hold
supremacy among the three
city high schools.

This marked only the second
time Farmington had beaten
North in 11 years and for
North Coach Ren Holland it
marked o season with two
losses, the first since "69.

“It was our worst defeat
since '66 when Grand Rapids
Central trounced us, 410.”
said Holland.

It was apparent that the
lack of depth and overall
balance finally caught up with
North, which finished 7-2

1l

ere outplayed by pure
+ added Holland.
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“We were hurting with in-
juries butif we had by en at full
, they slill had us.”

‘e just got blown off the
field.” added Holland. “We
peaked in the Garden City
East game and iU's been
downhill since.”

NORTH LOST the Nor-
:hwest Suburban crown to
Garden City East two weeks
prior, 7-0.

On the other hand, Far-
mington was on a twe game
winning streak which was
something unusual for the
mighty Falcons. Farmington
hud crushed Lutheran West,
0, and Southfivld, 32-6.

Farmington was ready for
this game.

“We were prepared for this
game more thun any in the
last four years,” said Far-
mington Coach Dave
Catherman. *\We played over
them. \We came out hitting the
first series and finally put
some fun back into football at
Farmington.”

Farmington's effort was a
complete balanced attack by
running backs Jeff Krause,
Kevin Ratliff and Brian
Ratliff. Krause picked up 79
vards in 12 carrics, Kevin
ground out 102 yards in 15

ROUGHING THE KICKER -- North Farmington's Bob Patek (40} flys

into the foot of Farmington punter Bob Drake with Raider Jim Graessie {57)

carries and Brian 92 yards in
15 carries. N

THE FALCON ASSAULT
was aided by the return of
Steve Bliss, Mark Walsh.
Kevin Schafer and Kevin
Rence who had been nursing
injuries.

North was hurting, but
Holland wasn’t going to use
that for an excuse.

Farmington collected 12
first downs 1o North's six and
rushed for 278 yards while the
Raiders mustered only
Falcon Bob Holton hit on three
of nine passes for 27 yards and
North's John Dwyer con-
nected on six of 16 for 60 yards.

Four of Dwyers's passes
were picked off by Far-
mington's alert defense.

NORTH'S MIKE DALEY
halted Farmington's first
drive with a pass interception
in the end zone. The Falcons
had driven to the North five
with two first downs but were
pushed back via penally and
then a desperation pass went
astrav.

North started driving with
Jim Lough churning out gains
of four. four and five yards
and Dwyer passed 17 yards o
Dave Bahcock. Lough picked
up another first down and

looking on. Drake was fiattened on the play and Farmington was awarded
15 yards and a first down. {Observer photo by Tom Donoghue)

7-0

Dwyer broke loose to the
Falcon 30 but Bob D*Agostino
fumbled on the following play
and Falcon Kevin Rence
recovered.

Holten ran a quarterback
sneak to his own 45, Brian
Ralliff spurted to the 48, an
off-side call moved it into
Raider territory and Kevin
Ratliff broke loose up the
middle for a 47 yard romp.
Bob Drake converted to make
it 7-0 at the end of the first
quarter.

NORTH TOOK the following
kickoff, ran three plays and
Farmington‘s Mark Walsh
stepped in front of a Dwyer
screen pass, picked it off and
dashed 24 yards down the left
sidelines. The kick missed
but with 10:34 left in the
opening half, Farminglon was
up, 13-0.

North ran three plays and
punted.

Krause picked up a first
down for Farmington but the
Falcons were forced to punt.
An illegal fair catch signal
resulted in a Farmington first
down but a clipping call
nullificd that drive and North
took over on its 11 after a punt.

Brad Pease broke for 10
vards and a first down but the
Raider thrust went by the
wayside and a Dwyer pass
was intercepted by Krause on
North’s 31

A HOLDING CALL pushe_d
the Falcons back to the 45 but
Brian Ratliff spurted for 32
vards and a first down on the
13. Holton dropped back and
lofted a pass to Al Firek for six
points, Drake's point after
was good after hitting the
cross bar and Farmington had
a 20-0 halftime lead.

After a Falcon punt, North
was in Farmington territory
carly in the third quarter.

Farmington's defense came
to arms with Jim Mascow
dropping Dwyer for a five
yard loss and Brian Ratigan
breaking up a key fourth down
pass.

The Falcons took over on
their 47. Kevin Ratliff ran for
14 yards twice and Krause
sprinted to the 10. A 15 yard
penalty pushed Farmington
back to the 25 but Brian Ratliff
came back the next play with
a 10 yard run.

On’ the next down, Brian
fumbled on the 20, but picked
it up and ran it to the one.
Krause carried it over from
there and Drake split the
uprights with North Far-
mington a stunned opponent.

Churchill’s Carol Rusis
Wins All-—State Acclaim

Churchill High’s first
the female sex.

state championship in the
first girls” state swim meet

diving.

All-State athlete is one of

Miss Carol Rusis, a 5-6, 130 pound junior won the

100 yard backstroke in the
at Rochester High School.

The Churchill swimmer placed first in the
championship finals witha time of 1:04.956, just
:00.138 ahead of Karen Heath of East Lansing.

Our Lady of Mercy of Farmington was the over-
all team champion with four individual champions.

MISS RUSIS co-captained the Churchill squad
and also placed fourth in the state in the 200 yard
individual medley with a time of 2:24.886.

Churchill’'s Donna Pownall captured 24th in

FARMINGTON TOUCHDOWN -- Falcon
Jeff Krause (31} breaks into the end zone with
North Farmington's Vic Donahue {80) hanging
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on. Farmington halfback Kevin Ratliff {42) raises
his arms with Dennis Detnich crapping away.
{Observer photo by Tom Donoghue}
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Miss Rusis has swum nine years on the Garden
City AAU team and is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Rusis of MacKenzie Drive in Westland.

Bentley placed 10th in the state overall with 83
schools in competition, including 479 swimmers.
Bentley's Sue Mooradian placed third in the 50 yard

St

freestyle at :26.415 and Debbie Stone 10th in diving. ? o Front Load
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THE CHARGERS placed third in the 200 medley i
relay (2:02.3); Lisa Akerman was third in the 50 yard
backstroke (:30.506); Kristine Vandeusen was third in
the 50 yard backstroke (:34.417); Connie Ortega was
fourth in the 50 yard freestyle (:26.489)and second in
the 50 yard butterfly (:28.739).

Miss Akerman placed third in the 100 yard back-
stroke behind Churchill’s Miss Rusis and Miss
Vandeusen was fifth in the 100 yard backstroke.
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CAROL RUSIS
All-State Swimmer




