How Many Watts
For Your Money?

Home entertainment equipment,,
whether it be a low-cost portabie
phonograph or a $2,000 high fidelity
component system, usually carries a
wattage rating of output,
Theoretically, the higher the number
of watts, the greater the ability of the
amplifier section to handle difficult
musical passages without distorting.

While it's possible to enjoy the
music produced by one or two-watt
transistor radio or tape recorder,
component and console manufactur-
ers freqently advertise systems
producing 500 watts or more of
power, :

In fact, the race among manufac-
turers to claim higher wattage ratings
has caused the Federal Trade
Commission to step in. A rule regard-
ing amplifier ratings is expected short-
ly.

The problem is that, unlike a light
bulb, an amplifier doesn't feed the
same amount of power constantly to
your loudspeakers. On quiet musical
passages, for example. the power
output may be no more than that
from the transistor radio, but on loud
ones -- particularly those that come
up suddenly -- the power output may
rise to 20, 50 or more watts per
stereo channel.

When shopping for amplifiers,
receivers, . stereo compacts or
consoles -- in fact, for any stereo
equipment -- make sure you're
comparing the same kind of watts. A .
scruptlous manufacturer will tell you
which rating.system he uses, usually
with one of these sets of initials: -

RMS — The system proposed by
the Federal Trade Commission and
favored by most high fidelity compo-
nent manufacturers, this is the most
rigid rating system. !t measures
continuous power output with a test
tone.

IHF — Developed originally by
high fidelity manufacturers, this
systam measures avesage music
output rather than continuous, on the
theory that most of us listen to music
rather than test tones. It results can
run as much as 100% over RMS.

E{A — Favored primarily by
manufacturers of stereo consoles and
phonographs. this system measures
peak power output, which can be as
much as 100% above the |HF figure.

{PP — Instantaneous Peak Power
is the most liberal of all the rating
systems in general use, and can tum
10 watts of RMS power into 80 or
more watts IPP.
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NOW QPEN SUNDAY
' FAMILY DINING @ SERVED 2:9 p.m.

' DANCING NIGHTLY TUES.- SUN.

TONY JOSEPH TRIO |
featuring
L BOB SANDERSON
in Person! D

BUSINESSMEN LUNCHEON &
DINNER 'TiL MIDNIGHT DAILY

Still Serving the Finest...

Prime Rib
N.Y. Strip .8 3 50

Shrimp

itsown
soched wib
tender loving care

sq 60
RS

LUMBER
PANELING

DOORS PREMACH!INED
TRIM

AS
LOW AS

7O SEE US.

JUST S. of 12 MILE

DELIVERIES
AVAILABLE

“THIS AD IS WORTH 10°
and a lot of PERSONAL ATTENTION"

25 YEARS of EXPERIENCE IN
HOME IMPROVEMENT w/cASH & CARRY PRICES

® HARDWARE & PAINT

—PRE-HUNG ALUM. STORM DOORS-

$1995

GIVE US A CALL THEN PICK UP YOUR DIME WHEN YOU COME

® DICK ® PAT ® ROY |
NORTHWEST LUMBER CO.

28720 NORTHWESTERN, SOUTHFIELD

356-2400

T

® DRYWALL

® CEMENT

® INSULATION

® CEILING TILE (ARMSTRONG)

R

1973 SYLVANIA
COLOR TV ON DISPLAY

MODEL CX 2177

459

19" REMOTE CONTROL

CALL US FOR
FAST
EXPERT SERVICE

MODEL CX 2177 WR

EVERGREEN TV
SALES & SERVICE

20451 W. SEVEN MILE (5 Blks. W. of Evergreen)
KE 5_0874 WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL} KE 5"4498

10 YEARS IN THE SAME LOCATION!
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