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Turf Tips

Quips

By Doc Minard

The thoroughbreds will bow
out next Saturday when the
Detroit Race Course rings
down the curtain on what has
to be the most (rying season in
history.

Track management knew
weeks before the opener in
early August that this would
be the most challenging
campaign it had ever faced.
All roads around the plant
with the exception of Inkster
were torn up with highway
improvements.  Schoolcraft
was an absolute mess with the
result that the entrances had
to be changed and moved
farther west, something that
bothered fans from the
opening to the closing day.

Middle Belt was blocked
from the track south most of
the year and those driving
were sent out Industrial Drive
to Merriman Road if going
south and west. Another
traffic snarl that had things in
a state of confusion.

Facing all of these
problems, track management
ran into another when at-
tendance and wagering fell
far short of expectations. That
resulted in the track paying
considerably more for purses
than the agreement with the
horsemen called for.

Purses set up prior to the
start of the meeting were
predicated on an anticipated
mutuel handle. Wagering
never came close to the
predictions and before
management realized it, the
horsemen, had been overpaid
by something like $300,000.

Despite a reduction in
purses, a big cutback in
mutuel employes and slashes
everywhere possible the track
never recovered and thus will
probably end the year deep in
the red.

ALL OF WHICH led to Vice
President and General
Manager  Paul Ryder
changing his request for 1973
dates from 120 to 90 days.
Originally scheduted for 120
days this year, Ryder turned
12 days over to Hazel Park
shortly after the first of the
year and then trimmed one
day off each of the final five
weeks.

Added to that, jockeys
refused to complete
program two weeks ago and
the card was halted after six
races and canceled the
following day while
management negotiated with
jockeys, trainers and owners
to complete the season without
further interruptions.

®

That truce, if there was such
a thing, almost ended last
Tuesday when the opening
race was delayed more than 20
minutes when jockeys in-
dicated they would not ride
due to the bad condition of the
racing strip. 'Tis said that
management informed the
riders it wonld not coun-
tenance a second cancellation
and would call ofi the
remainder of the meeting if
the jocks refused to go on with
the program.

The matter was finally
resolved but it does bring up a
point or two. We have at-
tended early winter races in
Toronto with the racing strip
almost knee deep in mud and
never one sign of complaints
from the jockeys. We don't
think the tracks at DRC, Hazel
Park or Toledo were any
worse but the riders did force
cancellations of programs and
finally a decision by the Ohio
operation to drop thorough-
bred racing.

Perhaps jockeys in Canada
are a hardier group or
perhaps, as we personally
believe, they are belter riders.

JUST A YEAR ago at this
time, harness racing fans
were talking about Thimble, a
three - year - old pacer from
Ohio which was dominating
the early winter stakes series
at the Jackson - at - Northville
meeting.

As it turned out, Thimble
swept the five race series,
winning something  like
$15,000. It was the first sweep
in the history of the early
closing evenls.

There was some lalk at the
start of the current meeting
that Michigan Mack, owned
by Ralph Mapes, would take
charge of the 1972 program
and follow the path of
Thimble.

But something happened a
week age when Michigan
Mack appeared to hang on the
final turn and then came on
strong in the stretch to just
miss catching the leading
True Temper, handled by Jim
McGarty, and Tricky Dale,
piloted by Tom Merriman.

The trio tops a full com-
plement in  Saturday’s
(tonight) thirdleg of the series
and once again Michigan
Mack is expected to go
postward as the early
favorite.

The stakes heads one of the
better cards of the meeting,
one that is expected to attract
the largest crowd to date.

Southfield’s Danosi
Elected Captain
Of WSU Fencing

Sophomore Steve Danosi of
Southfield has been elected
captain of Wayne State
University’s 197272 fencing

team.

The slender, right-handed
sabre specialist, an All-
American last year in his first
varsity season, is only the
third sophomore to hold the
honor since WSU began the
sport in 1938-39.

When Danosi, a Southfield
High product, placed fourth in
the NCAA sabre competition
last spring, he became WSU's
— and the NCAA's — third
freshman to make All-
American in fencing.

A 511, 150-pounder, Steve is
2 3.8 student in pre-med who
has been a fencer since he can
remember (a left-hander at
age two). He was converted to
sabre little more than two
years ago and presented his
father Istvan Danosi with a
1971 Father's Day present just
a few days past his own high
school graduation with the
national 19-under sabre title.

He had earlier won the
Michigan and midwest titles
in the weapon. In 1970, at the
age of 16, he won the Michigan

Senior foil championship, the
meet's youngest winner ever.

Last year, he won the
Tilinois Invitational and Great
Lakes Championships in-
dividual sabre titles, had a 47-
1 dual meet record in sabre
and fenced one match in foil in
astrategy move during WSU’s
17-1 season.

Steve represented the USA
at the world 19-under
championships in Madrid last
April where his father, AFCA
coach of the year in 1972,
directed the sabre team. He
repeated as Michigan and
midwest 19-under sabre titlist
and was runnerup in the
national meet  Born in
Hungary (Nov. 11,1953,) Steve
hopes to represent the USA at
the world junior meet again
next spring and will be a
candidate for the 1973 USA
World Student Games team
which his father has been
named head coach of already.
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RAIDER BROTHER ACT -- North Farming-
ton football Coach Ron Holland {center) boasted
two sets of brothers in his varsity lineup. On the
left are the D’Agostino brothers, Bob (30} and
Joe (68), Joe a 5-10. 175 pound junior and Bob

What Are The Tigers
Doing This Winter?

1f you think youre seeing
more of the Tigers than usual
around Detroit this winter,
you're right.

Sixteen of the 40 players on
the winter roster, plus Man-
ager Billy Martin, are calling
Detroit and its suburbs their
home base, although a few
won't be around for awhile -
until the Florida and Latin
American winter baseball
campaigns end.

In alphabetical order, these
are the Tigers in Detroit and
suburbs:

Ike Blessilt, Gates Brown,
Norm Cash, Frank Fisher
(Wayne), Bill Freehan, Mark
Giegler (Milford), Fred
Holdsworth  (Northville),
Willie Herten, Paul Jata
(Rockwood), Al Kaline
(Bioomfield Hills), Marvin
Lane, Mickey Lolich (Wash-
ington), Dick Mcauliffe
(Bloomficld Hills), Jim
Northrup  (Birmingham),
Mickey Stanley (West Bloom-
field) and Tom Timmerman
(Westland).

Frank Fisher, Paul Jata and
John Knox are among the win-
ter baseball brigade, playing
at Dunedin of the Florida
Instructional League.

At Mayaguez, Puerto Rico,
are Marvin Lane, John Hiller,
Jim Foor, Lerrin LaGrow, Joe
Niekro and Bob Strampe.

STEVE DANOSI
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Chris Zachery is pitching at
Ponce, Puerto Rico, while
Aurelio Rodriguez is in uni-
form at Los Mochis, Sinaloa,
in his native Mexico.

NORM CASH, a transplant-
ed Texan, is putting down
some deep roots in Detroit as
head of Triple Crown Serv-
ices, a firm specializing in
counseling athletes and ar-
ranging commercial engage-
ments for them.

Mickey Lolich heads up a
somewhat similar enterprise
for a snowmobile company
based at Owosso. He is setting
up clinics to be sponsored by
the firm's dealers and featur-
ing Lolich, Dick McAuliffe and
Gates Brown.

Two of the Tigers are
emerging from drydock. Ed
Brinkman. “Tiger of the
Year,” is recuperating at his
Cincinnati home from back
surgery and ITke Blessitt is
about to shed a cast he has
been wearing on his wobbly
right ankle.

Two others are back in the
classrooms, John Gamble at

a 5-10, 165 pound senior. On the right are the
Lough brothers, Bill {62) and Jim {61). Billisa 5-
11, 170 pound sophomore and Jim a 6-0, 1758
pound senior. (Observer photo)

the University of Nevada and
Bilt Slayback at California
State at Northridge. Slayback
also is pursuing his musical
career with supper club en-
gagements and awaiting the
February release of his first
recording.

Joe Coleman is spending
most of his time on the golf
course at Ft. Myers, Fla.,
where he is earning his spurs
as an assistant pro. Tke Brown
has a position, for the second
straight year, with the recrea-
tion department at Lakeland,
Fla., the Tigers' winter base.

FARMING CLAIMS the at-
tention of Woodie Fryman,
who has tobacco acreage in
Kentucky, and Gene Lamont,
who is more interested in the
corn crops in Ilinois.

Bill Freehan and Al Kaline
again are attending to duties
with Detroit-based automative
manufacturers, largely in the
sales promotion and public
relations fields.

For the fifth straight winter,
Frank Howard is helping push
a real estate development in

Green Bay, Wis. Jim Northrup
again is interesting investors
in a cattle breeding-feeding
project with headquarters
here.

TONY TAYLOR has rejoin-
ed the beer firm he regularly
represents in Philadelphia,
Fred Scherman plans to re-
sume a post he held last year
with an auto sales firm in the
Dayton, Ohio area and Duke
Sims is engaged in sales work
in Los Angeles.

Willie Horton’s lounge in
northwest Detroit occupies his
time while rookies Mark Gieg-
ler and Smokey Robinson
have jobs with an Oakland
County research company and
a Virginia construction firm,
respectively.

Currently taking it easy
after the Tigers' spirited fin-
ish in the American League
race are Mickey Stanley, who
devotes much time to hunting
and other outdoor sports, Tom
Timmerman, Fred Holds-
worth, Tim Hosley, Chuck
Seelbach, Reggie Sanders and
Joe Staton.

Tigers Announce

’73 Schedule

The Tigers' home season in
1973 will open with a bang and
close the same way, against
two of their fiercest rivals in
the American League.

The lid will be lifted
Tuesday, April 10, with the
Tigers facing the potent
Baltimore Orioles in an
opening day clash which wi
have all of the traditional
trappings.

THE HOME SEASON will
end Monday, Sept. 24, with a
history-making night game
against the belting Boston Red
Sox who helped supply an
exciting finish in 1972. This
game will mark the first time
the Tiger Stadium curtain has
dropped under the lights.

Road games, still to be
announced, will precede and
follow those two dates, ac-
cording to Jim Campbell,
executive vice - president and
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general manager, who said
the Tigers will play their 81
home games on 79 dates with a
record - setting total of 50
night dates. There were 49 the
past two seasons, previous
high for after-dark play at
Tiger Stadium.

The first night game will be
April 27 against Kansas City
and after that date the only
daylight action will be on
Saturdays or Sundays.

The only doubleheaders on
the home docket are a Sunday
twinner with the Orioles July 1
and a Wednesday twi-nighter
with the Milwaukee Brewers
June 27.

THE TIGERS will have
more than their share of
holidays in 1973, playing the
World Champion Oakland A's
on Memorial Day, May 28; the
Cleveland Indians in a 6 p.m.
Fourth of July contest; and

the New York Yankees in a
night game to mark Labor
Day, Sept. 3.

An unusual feature of the
Tiger Stadium schedule is an
emphasis on four-game visits.
There will be seven of them by
seven different teams.

‘There also is a heavy accent
on weekend action with 15
Fridays, 14 at night, 13
Saturdays and 13 Sundays on
the home schedule.

TWO CHANGES in starting
times have been forced by the
decision to put Michigan on
daylight saving time. All
Monday night games will start
at 8:15 p.m. and all Saturday
afternoon games at 2:15 p.m.
Other night games will start at
8p.m., other afternoon games,
including the one day
doubleheader, at 0 pam.,
and the single twi-nighter at
5:30 p.m.

varieties of California.

WINE MAKERS!

Complete fermantation equipment @nd
supplies including wine grape juice
concentrates from Spain, France and 10
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LIVONIA 28477 5 MILE 522-0690

BERKLEY 3996 12 MILE 545-3685
LANSING 1617 E. KALAMAZOO

and
Mooradian, Linda Gravila,
Karen Sibert and Pam Bar-
nett double winners.

200 traestylo: 1-Barnete |
‘Simpson (B: 3-Jeanings (L. Ti
210

00 indwidus! mediey: 1-Brown
2-Masshat (B); 3-Konkal (L), Time

8.1
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ning, Jan. 4
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OBSERVERLAND
SKI SKULE REGISTRATION

Please enroll me/us in the Livonia Ski
Skule with Thursday and Friday sessions begin-

Addre:

City.

Zip

vonia 48154

Skule membership is $1 per person, per
year. Send check with stamped, self-addressed
envelope to: Livonia Ski Skule, Livonia Parks
and Recreation, 14305 Farmington Road. Li-

Bentley Girls
Dual Swimming

Streak Now 16

The Bentley girls just keep
splashing on.

The Bullfrogs crushed
Bloomfield Lahser, 92:31, and
toppled Southfield Lathrup,
7944, to complete the ‘72 dual
swimming campaign with a
perfect 90.record, stretching
their winning streak to 16.

Bentley finished the '70
season a double victory,
won all five meets in '71 and
posted triumph No. 9 in ‘72
over Lathrup.

The Lasher meet saw the
Bentley girls capture all in-
dividual events, both relays
diving with Sue

The season [inale with

Lathrup was a triple record
breaking meet.

Becky Brown set school

records in the 100 yard
breaststroke and 200 yard
individual medley and Sue
Mooradian made short work
of the 50 butterfly mark.

Double winners for Bentley

were Miss Mooradian and
Miss Barnett.

Lisa Akerman was a double

winner for Lathrup.

BENTLEY-LATHRUP
MEET RESULTS
dlay rel 1-8
b

181
2

Farmington
Basketball
For Men

Amen’s basketball program

is under way in Farmington.

The Farmington Optimist
Club is sponsoring the cage
program which will be held at
Eagle Elementary School on
Sundays.

Anyone interested, team or

individual, should contact
Frederick Wenson on 25079
P

yle: 1-Marshall (B): 2.
Harcus (L}; 3.Simpson (8). Tima 5.01.7
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¢
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BENTLEY—LATHRUP
MEET AESULTS
200 mediey relay:

02.
: 1-Barmeu (8); 2.
Grosbeck (L}, Tima 2:

200 individual mediey: 1-Brown (B):
2.Mershall {B); 3-Octega (L. Time 2:
260

ke

50 backet
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ckstroke: 1-Akerman {U): 2

Gravila {B): 3-Knivila (6). Time 1.07.5
tyle: 1-Marshall (8): 2-F
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LOWER

PRICES

REDFORD CASHWAY
LUMBER COMPANY
11970 Farmington Road
261-5110

RUTTMAN
)

String Ends

When Wayne State Universi-

ty and St. Joseph’s (Ind.)
College played a 14-14 tie to
close the 1972 Tartar football
season, it marked the end of a
§3-game tieless string for WSU:
a93-game tieless skein for SIC.

o buy!

Mr, ikie can help,
Al of your printing needs will
‘taken care of while-

[THERE'S ONE NEAR YOU
Kwikie Deplicating Certer

LIVONIA
#34733 Plymouth Rd.
Phone: 422-1680
©16329 Middlebalt Rd.
Phone: 261-8390
GARDEN CITY -
33265 Ford Rd.
Phone: 261-3070
FARMINGTON
33245 Grand River Ave.
Phone: 476-0190
SOUTHFIELD
© 22513 Telegraph Rd.
Phone: 444-5069
©19483 W. 10 Mile
Phone: 356-6099
DETROIT
15105 W. 8 Mile Rd.
Phone: 342-6630

*99.95

5.H.p. HORNY TOAD *109.95
AVATABLE AT THE FOUDWING GEALERS.

RUTTMAN ~
24732 FordRd. _Dearborm Hts.
278:2093

HOMELITE’

XL2

CHAIN SAW
MAKES CUTTING
TWICE-AS-EASY

n The twice-as.easy chain saw with
Twin Trigger™ Dual Control System|
= Lightweizht perfectly balanced,
anly 75 [bs. less bar and chain
' Pawerful Homelite®
Remi-Heat Engine
w Automatic Chain iler,
standard equipment
= Quiet Softone™ Muffler

$

TN Tratemak of Homelite,
» ivision of Textron tnc..

30650 Plymouth Rd.
Ph. GA 2-1000
3 blocks West of
Middlebelt




