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Turf Tips, Quips

By Doc Minard

Michigan's long thorough-
bred racing season ended on a
dismal note Saturday at the
Detroit Race Course with a
crowd of 8,969 wagering a
scant $871,654 one of the lowest
handles for a closing day in
recent years.

Thus ended a campaign that
found business off during the
late winter, spring and early
summer at Hazel Park. It
never did pick up and con-
tinued the downward trend
when the DRC opened its 108
day meeting in early August.

In fact. the DRC season was
one of the poorest since 1850
when the facility first opened.

Wagering for the first 78
days of the meeting averaged
$726,512. The late meet which
opened Oct. 31 averaged a
scant $469,755. Overall, DRC
averaged $670,512 for the 100
days il raced. Two years ago
the track wound up with an
average of $988.025 and then
the handle dipped to an
average of $851,711 in 1971.

Saturday’s gathering
pushed the total attendance to
769,880 for an average of 7,698
daily. The turnstile average
was B.361 during the main
meet and 5349 for the late
days.

AVERAGE two

get into and out of the track
but that can't be an excuse for
the slump.

During the “big” meeting.
the DRC -had better horses
racing than in several years.
But they didn't seem to at-
tract spectators as expected
and business was anything but
good. True enough, economic
conditions changed in the area
beginning in early summer
but not enough ta account for
the big drop.

Perhaps, Dick Wilson,
newly named vice president
and general manager, will be
able to work the same magic
with the thoroughbreds as he
has for the trotters...a magic
that has made the Wolverine
Raceway operation one of the
best in the nation. .

Wolverine ended its meeting
in mid-June with an alltime
high nightly average handle of
$610,000. The DRC closed its
doors Saturday with a daily
average of $670,512. There
isn’t any guestion that
something is needed to
rekindle interest in the run-
ners next fall and perhaps the
changes in DRC management
will be the answer.

RACING COMMISSIONER
Leo Shirley surprised no one
with his of the

years ago was 11,453 and 9,646
last season. The previous two
meetings were conducted in
late spring and early summer,
generally considered the most
lucrative dates. But many
comparison between the DRC
and the fall meetings at Hazel
Park during the past two
years only proves that this
\vas a sorry campaign for the
Livonia plant.

None can explain the
tremendous dip in business at
both Hazel Park and the DRC
this ycar. The latter was
plagued by road work on
Schoolcraft and Middle Belt
Roads that made it difficult to

thoroughbred racing dates for
1973-none that is until he gave
Hazel Park the option of using

the early winter dates
rejected by the DRC
management.

Hazel Park, which will
operate under new owners
Bernie Hartman and Herb
Tyner for the first time in 1973,
was granted 121 days it
requested, starting March ¢
and continuing through July

28.

The DRC, which revised its
original request from 108 to 90
days, received 90 days from
July 30 through Nov. 10. In its
revision, the DRC indicated it

Hawks Swim

would consider picking up the
additional dates if the first
meeting was a success.
However, the commissioner
didn’t buy that kind of
thinking and offered the early
winter days to Hazel Park in
an effort to continue the 240
day season started this year.

If accepted, Hazel Park
would go five days a week
starting Nov. 14 through Dec.
22, closing each Tuesday.

Although indicating they
would accept the additional
dates, Tyner and Hartman
gave themselves an out in
case thereare signs of another
sag in crowds and wagering
next fall. -

The harness racing dates
won't be announced until Dec.
15. The commissioner has
until that date and apparently
plans on waiting until then.

MICHIGAN MACK, the
aged speedster from the
Ralph Mapes stable, is the one
to beat in the early winter
packing series at the Jackson-
at-Northville meeting.

Mack captured the fourth
leg of the five race series
Saturday in the fast time of
2:03.4, finishing ahead of Sid
Lockhart's Knight Desire and
stablemate Grumpy Gabe,
handled by Joe Mapes.

1t was the third triumph for
the Mapes star and stamped
the oldtimer as the fastest and
hest on the grounds.

There isn't any question as
to who will be favored in the
$10,000 finale next Saturday.
Just ask Ralph Mapes and
he'll quickly inform you that
Michigan Mack is the best on
the grounds. Three firsts in
four series starts should be a
convincer.

Incidentally, the meeting
had one of its best Saturdays
with a crowd of 4,912 wagering
$380,501 for the second highest
mutuel handle of the meeting.

ALBATROSS, the four-year-

GC East Falls Short, 55-53

1t was a rough road back for
Garden City East with the end
result a 5553 loss to Cherry
Hill.

The East cagers were down
by 14 points midway in the
third quarter, regrouped their
forces and came charging
back only to end up on the
short end of the score.

“it was a real - heart-
breaker,” said East Coach
Billy Joe Young. “We had our
chances at the end but just
couldn't put it in the hoop.”

Cherry Hill went up, 104, in
the opening quarter bul the
Panthers, who were the No. 1
team in_Observerland last
season, sliced it to 14-12 going
into the second period.

Churchill
Swimmers

Churchill captured both
relays and boasted three
double winners en route lo a
season opening swim victory
over Bentley, 3540.

Randy Sieferd, Ken Dove
and Doyle Bryan chalked up
wo firsts apiece for Churchill
with Bentley taking firsts in
enly the diving and 100 yard
freestyle competition.
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MEET RESULTS

reloy: 1-Churchitl
Dove, Correl); 2-Ben-
dorhoret, Lacy. Cayle).

200 medtey
i R

Time 1:54.3.

200 Irsestyle: 1-Bryan (C); 2-Dupcey
1B}: 3.Obier (B). Time 1:56.2.
jusl mediay: 1-Dove (Ch:
aommele (C}. Time 2:

3.Murphy {C). Points 52.9.
100 butterily: 1-Sieford (C); 2-Lacy
{B); 3-Vanderhorst (B). Time 1:01.1.
t

" EAST ENJOYED a short
lead in the second, 18-16, but
fell behind at the half, 26-22.

Cherry Hill took off in the
early moments of the third
stanza to a 4228 margin.

“They started hitting from
the outside and we weren’t,”
explained Young.

East had the ball eight times
and scored only twice while
Cherry Hill popped it in seven
straight times.

THE PANTHERS fought
back and narrowed the gap to
44-36 after three guarters.

In the closing moments, a
lay-up by East’s Randy

Mastako notched it at 5l-all
and it appeared the long road
upward would pay off for
East.

But Cherry Hill's Bob

CHURCHILL 200 MEDLEY RELAY -- Jeff
Riffe goes diving into the water as teammate
Randy Sieferd touches. Churchill toppled Bentley
in its opening meet. 55-40. (Observer photo by

Tom Donoghue)

Fowler was fouled with one
minute left on the clock and
popped in two from the line to
put the Panthers down by two.

EAST DROVE down and
had three shots at the bucket
but failed to put it in and
Cherry Hill’s Brian Nickerson
scored on a East gamble to put
Cherry Hill up, 5551, the
basket his only two points.

Panther Paul Haydon found
the range and the margin was
back to two. With 11 seconds
remaining, Cherry Hill missed
on a one-and one situation.
East got the rebound, missed
three shots at the basket and
the final horn sounded with
Cherry Hill a two-point victor.

Cherry Hill hit on 22 of 50
from the floor for 44 per cent
while East popped in only 24 of

67 for 35 per cent. Cherry Hill
also controlled the boards,

Northwest Suburban opener in
the East gym.
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outrebounding East, 42-32,
with sophomore Fowler and
Joe Cichon hauling in 10
apiece. Mastako at 5-10 led
East with 10 rebounds and
scored 17 points, while John
Grigal added 15 to the Panther
cause. T
Cherry Hill had four players ®
in doubte figures.

* * *
CHERRY HILL {§5)
G F

Cichon

BOB DUNSMORE hit eight
from the floor for 16 points,
Cichon added 11 and Fowler
and Rick McNally scored 10
each.

It was a tough opener for
Young's basketballers who
take on Franklin Friday in the
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old pacer rated as the greatest
in harness racing history,
ended a brilliant career last
Friday at Hollywood Park
near Los Angeles with a five
length victory in the $100,000
200 madiey relay: 1. B. Kenney. Sick. American Pacing Classic.
Potorson. McKslvey (Plymouth Time 1:
51.4 2. Smart, Horneck Rado Patton

WILL HA A SALE FOR THE PUBLIC
DEC. 1 thru 24 ONLY
DAILY 9-6, SAT. 9-5, SUN. 12-5
We must sell our stock by Dec. 31. For the first time in our history. we
will sell 10 the genvral public with unbelievable prices. This is a ance in
a lifetime opportunity — and in time for Christmas!

Past Plymouth

Farmington Harrison
opened its varsity swim
season on a winning note,

peayl. Time 3:44.2.

5-WEEK SELF-DEFENSE COURSES

splashing past Plymouth, 65- ‘";::"’"’ o e 41 2 Ot
reestyle: 1-Rado (H); 2- Dudash N
0. {H): 3-torenz (P, Tim: Now Forming

30.

The Hawks sported two
double winners in Mike Rado
and Greg Arnoldy. Rado
captured the 100 yard and 200
yard freestyle and Arnoldy the
200 yard individual medley
and 400 yard freestyle.

Rado's time in the 100
freestyle of :51.8 was a pool
record.

Plymouth’s Matt Kraay
established a Harrison pool
rvecord in the 50 yard freestyle
with a lime of :23.5.

Meet results:
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KUNG-FY S 1 500
SELF-DEFENSE

Monday thru Friday
2 WORK-QUT ROOMS,
AI-s SHOWERS AND SAUNA
Call, or come in and watch our classes
KARATE HEALTH SPA
849 Penniman, Plymouth, Across From Post Office

455-589 A

200individus! me
(H): 2- Sick (P); 3 T-
1a.

Acnotdy
H). Time 2:

Marks {P). Paints 223.95

Rado {H): 2-

2{P). Time 4:18.3
- T. Dotan (H); 2- J.
Smart IH); 3- B. Kennay (). Time 1:
0a2

100 brassistroke: 1-Sick {P); 2-
Horncek (H): 3. Crawthers (P). Time 1:

“\
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400 tres style relay: 1- G. Amoldy,
Patton [H} Time 3:41.4
2-McKeivay, Recz Petersan Keaay {P)
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Rich, ruddy callskins fashoned to a wonder-
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