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Livonian Asks Student Gang Action

EDITOR:

Seeing the mayor and
commissioner of drug abuse
attack Sen. Birch Bayh's
comments about Livonia on
television should surprise no
one: it was inconsiderate of
Sen. Bayh to single out this
town above others where the
problem is just as severe.

However, Livonia does have
serious problems I think the
people of this city want to
ignore. The increase of drug
use in the junior and high
schools is just one part of it:
other crimes, such as assault.
are widespread and just as
widely disregarded.

Four or five years ago,
students at Bentley and Frank-
lin, and at junior highs such as
Riley. were making bitter jokes
about “nice. safe schools™
they'd like to attend which
were located in Detroit's “inner
city.”

Not much public attention
was drawn to the dangerous
gangs in the schools. nor is
much said now about the gangs
that are making schools. parks.
and other facilities unsafe to go
near. When some news about
gangs does hit the papers.
people just don't seem tosee it.
1 read the Observer and News
through every issue. and I've
noticed the large number of
articles about crime. Yet when
1 told a friend that minors had
been arrested at Schoolcraft
and Farmington with, among
other things. a machine gun
and a sawed-off shotgun in
their possession. he (and
others) refused to believe it.
even though the article made
vour front page.

The people of this town had
better wake up. We may be the
wealthiest city of our size in the
state or nalion. but we certainly
haven't created a safer environ-
ment than poorer cities else-
where. Compared to just about
any town in the west. this city
is the scene of a minor crime
wave. Most important of all. it
seems to me. is the need for
action to prevent gangs, espe-
cially of minors. from gathering
anywhere in the city.

WAYNE LARCINESI
Livonia

Sale Of Cards
A Big Success

EDITOR:

As vice president of the
board of directors of the
Northwestern Guidance Clinic.

READERS’ FORUM

Object: to cling onto your
bumper. hitch a ride to the next
corner, then back again on

to 300 words.

suitable letters.

Please type {or write clearly) and limit letters

® Letters must be signed, with the writer's
address. Names will be withheld only at the writ-
er's request and for good cause.

® The editor reserves the right to reject un-

another driver’s

when you see this happening,
please notify the police. Maybe
if enough concerned citizens

lai ing can be

car. All of this just for a thrill?
Description: kids between
the ages of 10 to 15.

If the police catch them at
this deadly game, a lecture is
given and the boys are sent on
their merry way, only to run to
the nearest intersection and

. I wish to thank you for present-
ing the excellent article on the
clinic home.

As president of the North-
west Communities Association
for Retarded Children. I must
advise that we had a tremen-
dous response from the
community regarding the
Christmas cards we had for
sale, as the result of the picture
of a card. Many people cut the
picture from the Observer and
sent it to us. asking for more
information.

As a mother with a child
residing in Plymouth State
Home, I wish to thank those
responsible for the many arti-
cles in the Observer which

present  the  problems.
programs and needs of these
special people.

The Observer has certainly
done a terrific public relations
job for the handicapped.
Everyone in our association is
appreciative of the efforts of
the Observer. I know I'm
speaking in behalf of our entire
membership.

BARBARA MOORE
Redford Township

Instrument Use

Demands Care

EDITOR:

This year the Livonia Board
of Education had approved a
maintenance fee of $10 per year
for the use of school owned
instruments by fifth and sixth
graders and junior high
students. Later it was reduced
to $5 per year. as some thought
the fee was unfair. This fee was
found necessary to help defray
the cost of maintenance and
repair to the instrument.

In the school district where I
used to Jive, before I moved to
Livonia, students interested in
playing an instrument were
required to buy one from the
very beginning. As a result, my
brothers each own some type of
instrument, and we found out

Area Deaths

MERCEDES E. LaFLEUR - Servees for
Mrs LaFleur. 62, of 34665 Sorng
Valloy Drrve, Westland, were held in ST

h. Liania.

following 3 scrpure service and prayers

at the Hary 3 Wit Funeral Home The

Hev Fr Thomas Radlofl. 5 J. and two

ather prests hom Unnersty of Detroit

High School otficiated ‘Bunal was

Haly Sepuichie Cemetery

ed Dec 2 a1 Garden

City Osteopatiue Hospital A housewife.

she had Ived 1n Westtand since 1353

and was a member of St Michael

THERESA RODER .- Services for

SS Simon and Jude Cathalic Church
officiating Burral was n Grandlawn
Cemeten

Miss Roder deed of faukemia Dec. 5 at
Uniersity Hospua). Ann Arbor. She had
{ived in Westland i her bie and was
homemaker ang mad saner at the Post

Surviwors are hee parents. Mr and
@

of Royal Ok and Ronald of tnduana. 2
daughter, Sharon, of Westand. and 12
grandehidren
OOUILE W. SUCY-- Services far Me
Suty. 75. of 14352 Beech Daly.
Redlord Township, were held in the
Charles R Step Funeral Home and St
Valentme Catholic Church with the Rev.
Sadler officrating Burial was in Holy
Sepulchre Cometery.
e Sucy.  former steel worket for

ANTOINETTE MARNING ... Services
for Mrs_ Manmag. 57. of 31423 Kath-
yn. Garden Cay. were held i the G
and GR Hams Funeral Home, Garden
Cuty. with the Rev Joe Everert of South-
held Communmity Church otfciating
Butial was 18 patkview Memonal

. Mes Manming. a homemaker, dred
Dec 4 a1 Mt Carmel Mercy Hespital
atter alang diness

‘Survors are her husband, Cilord H
her mother. Mis. Mariha Schaefer. and
asster, Mrs Lyle {Marthal Nichols

Gerard Noble. five sisters and brothes
George. Quentine, Margaret. Tracy and
Lawrence. four grandchidren. and 15
great-grandehidren

CHOIRS

AT LIVONIA MALL

FRIDAY DEC. 15 6:45 P.M.
MISSIONARY CHURCH

TEEN CHOIR
(CROWLEY COURT)

TUESDAY DEC.19
NAASKO
SINGERS

{CROWLEY COURT)

6:30 P.M.

VISIT SANTA HERE DAILY
11a.m. 108:30 p.m. Sunday - Noon ti1 5
Fue the O1d Time Merry-Go-Round with your
Children or have them driva themsetves.
Slound our Chissimas Village in ther very

own elactrc car.

iy NIA MALL
@ LIV72ile alc Middlebelt

Open daiy "0l 8:30 pm.
Sundey noon I 5 p.m.

proceed with the chilling.
deadly sport.
that their upkeep is very high
even with the best of care, and
afee of only §5 a year doesn't
even pay for a trumpet valve
adjustment.

These instruments cost
hundreds of dollars and when
you are young you don’t realize

Come on parents! Find out
‘what kind of sport your child is
involved in before he is killed
or maimed for life.

Residents of Garden City,

done before a tragedy takes
place.

. MARIEE.

WINTERHALTER

Garden City

Abortion Tepic
Well Handled

EDITOR:

Norman Lear deserves much
credit for the sympathetic yet
funny handling of the sensitive
subject of abortion in the Nov.

14 and 21 segments of the
“Maude" television series.

Problems of social accept-
ance, mutual decision, personal
convictions and risks of a late-
in-life pregnancy were dealt
with empathetically and fairly.

As Maude herself stated in
the show, this was a decision
that only she and her husband
could make and only for
themselves. Thankfully. Mr.
Carino allowed his Detroit
audience the same freedom —

FRED WOOD
FUNERAL HOME, INC.,

RICE CHAPEL

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

36100 Five Mile Rd. 8450 Plymouth
LIVONIA DETROIT
522-8060 WE 3-2413

Robert S. Rice, Pres.  Harold D. Ward, V.P
Park R. Rice, Treas. Ronald L. Rice. Sec.

o ..\. y .

to choose for
whether or not to watch the
program.

GEORGIA A. BORNHOFF
Livonia

Looking e
‘power tools 10 good use? Use a low cost Observer
Classified Want Ad (0 find that womeane today.”

W2 522-0800

\

the care you have to take, and
just carrying it home in its case
can jar something loose or dent
it
Perhaps if parents and
students would know the cost
of these instruments from the
start and how to care for them.
the cost to the school district
might be reduced. Even a well
kept instrument needs regular
repairs, and I have seen many
instruments mishandled by
younger students because the
school owns them.
ROBERT EWALD
(age 16)
Livonia

Bumper Sport
Has Dangers

EDITOR:
Garden City drivers beware!
The bumper grabbers are back.

Clarenceville
Dominates
League Band

Clarenceville musicians have
filled 40 of the 77 chairs in the
All-League band which will give
concerts on Jan. 16 and 17.

All-League schools are
comprised of Milford, West
Bloomfield. Bloomfield Hills
Andover, Clarkstonand Clar-
enceville.

The Jan. 16 concert will be
given in West Bloomfield and
the Jan. 17 program in Clar-
enceville.

7 seen N

FUNERAL HOMES

GARDEN CITY CHAPEL
31551 Ford Rd.. ar. Merriman
LIVONIA CHAPEL
15451 Farmington Rd.

t near Five thie j

GIVE YOUR CHILD THE

tive-action
{Enam:

Malibu handlebars w/color keyed grip. Posi-
coaster brake.
otcd flowered floral design on fenders)
Girls -- Grabber Green
Boys - Kool Tangerine

Giris only

BUCKET STYLE
POLO SADDLE

(“All-Pro” 20" Dragster)

veseevere]secenee

Reg. 36.86
NOW

MEN’'S 10-SPEED BIKE

. Sale!
10 Speed Derailleur sys-

tem. Shifter lever on top of
frame. 217 frame. Kool
Tangerine. Caliper hand
brake -- front & rear. Wide
Ratio gearing 36 to 93.

PRICELESS GIFT OF MUSIC

every boy
wants to
play drums

®QUALIFIED TEACHERS
PRIVATE LESSONS

®DRUM, GUITARS,

AND ACCESSORIES
(ALL MAKES)

CHRISTMAS. SPECIAL

25% oFF

ON ALL DRUMS &
GUITARS
ASK FOR BILL,
DAN OR TiM

Musgic

mond

LIGHTWEIGHT
BIKES

Racing style. padded sad-
dle {Racing-type handle-
bar -- Boys only). Dia-

frame. Chrome

fenders. Black Tires &
Coaster Brake.

Boys -- Kool Tangerine
Girls --

Grabber Green

Reg. 40.56

296

—h

BOYS'/MEN'S/GIRLS’
and LADIES’ LIGHTWEIGHT
3-SPEEDS

- Reg. 50.96

3-speed with twist grip

Saloon

28426 JOY RD.
LIVONIA ESTATES PLAZA
AT HARRISON

421-9578

MON-FRI 10 10,8 p.m.
SAT. 10 to 5 p.m.

AVAILABLE ONLY AT THESE LOCATIONS

7 Mile at Farmington Rd.
Ford Rd. near Middlebelt
Ann Arbor Rd. at Haggerty

control. Chrome Fenders.
White Sidewall Tires. Head-
light. {Nile Green)
Wayne Rd. at Cherry Hill
Plymouth Rd. near Middlebelt
8 Mile at Beech Daly

HOURS: Monday-Saturday 10-10 Sunday 10-7




