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‘Limping’ Plymouth Captures
Holiday Cage Battle, 50-44

By TOM DONOGHUE
Sports Editor

The Christmas season is
always full of surprises, but
for Plymouth basketbail
Coach Fred Thomann the
surprise was almost as un-
wanted as a piece of coal in his

Christmas stocking. !

‘Thomann lost the services of *
three of his starters in Ron
Egloff, Bryce Johnson and
Tim VanWagoner--all the
injury roster.

BUT SURPRISE---
Thomann's Rock cagers still

managed to sweep the
Churchill Holiday Tour-
nament, defeating  host

Churchill in the first round, 61-
58.and Stevenson in the finale,
30-44.

“It was a complete make-
shift  situation.”  said
Thomann, who lost Egloff
before the tourney with a

throat infection and slight
case of mononucleosis, lost
Johuson with a hip-point in the
game with Churchill and
VanWagoner in the early
stages of the finale with
Stevenson.

“Steve Robb also played on
a sprained ankle,” added
Thomann. *“He was only about

75 per cent physically bul
per cent

sports an overall mark of 5-2.
The situation called for us to
lic back and -make the op-
position make the mistakes.”

“Stevenson went at it—
attempting to just throw the
ball up and go in after it." said
Thomann.

Pl OUTH'S inability to
convert at the free throw line
kepl Stevenson in close range.
The Rocks made good only 12
of 25.

Stevenson totaled 19 more
shots from the floor than
Plymouth but made onc two-
pointer less, hitting on 18 of 73
for 25 per cent while Plymouth
canned 19 of 34 for 35 per cent.

‘The Rocks didn’t waste
anytime in jumping ahead
h VanWagoener hitting
. Kevin Moore and Jim
Szilagyi once and Moore
notching a free throw to put
Plymouth up. $-0. four
minutes into the first period.

STEVENSON'S FIRST field
goal came a minute later
when Larry Fischer hit from

“Tis the season to be jollv and I really couldn’t
think of a better way to‘end vear 1972 than with a jolly
prediction-—seeing that's how most of my predictions
end up anyway. X

And 5o help me. if vou students at Churchill High
School fight me on this prediction may vou have an 0-
9 football season in ‘73.

All signs say go to this forecast that a jyvial type
of feflow all decked out in réd and white will be visit-
ing your homes soon, even if you have had alosing
season.

Take what he has'to offer and smife. Right
behind him will probably be-the referee and a step
behind will be vour sports editor. ready for the spicy
quote. Then there is the “Letters to the Sport

Editor” spoof-—pen in hand but brain in nose.

ach000000000'

NOW TO THE HEART of the column. a few
~special ™ holiday greetings to convey to:

My bride of two and a half months. Denise. even
if she does keep me up at night questioning me on
how 1 col ]d ever pick a team to beat Churchill in
anything.

My parents, Ed and Virginia Donoghue, who are
glad to have me out of the house and away from the
phone and refrigerator.

My wife's parents. Homer, and Rosella Hodge.
who are now constantly getting questioned about
their son-in-law’s predictions.

My grandparents. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J.
Donoghue. who are waiting anxiously 1o be great
grandparents—patience is a virtue. isn'Lit%,

The dog I gave my parents last Christmas. Chin-
Chu. a Lhasa Apso from Tibet that loves to chew up
unsigned letters 10 the sports editor.

The members of my howling team - my
brother Mar. Carl lunt, Ron Hellier and Pete
Tavlor. We will sce who buys in next vear’s heer

frames.

JERRY YOU

3 and his wife. Jean. from

Farmington High. who spend long hours during track

season compiling the area track rating;
Al Wachtel of John Glenn. who

pending the

better portion of his Sundays compiling the area swim

ratings.
Tommy Thompson,
Observer, for getting b

exe

utive editor of the

on the “vellow brick road™

of health and making it a real heart-warming holiday

season.

" Hal Middlesworth. public relations director of
the Detroit Tigers. who has to be one of the greatest
gentlemen to work with.

Dave Atwater and Enno Korthals for all their
fine pictures that appear in these papers.

Bill Cameron, Eddie Edgar and Fred DeLano,
whose weekly columns and stories add spice to the
sport pages.

Bill Moosiaken, member of the U.S. badminton
team. for those weekly paddleball matches. I'll beat
tyou some day.

T0 ALL COACHES, be it winning or losing. But
to you losers, please call in the results—isn't there an
ol" saying that everyone loves a loser?

‘And last but not least. to all the athletes, cheer-
leaders, parents and readers in Observerland. ,

Have a MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY
NEW YEAR! .

the top of the key. The first
quarter ended with Plymouth
in command, 17-8, and Van-
Wagoner on the floor with a
sprained ankle.

Plymouth went ahead by as
much as 11 in the second
quarter but settled for a 30-23
halltime margin.

VanWagoner's  Teplace-
ment.  Rick New,  and
wyi kepl pace with

Stevenson in the third quarter
and Plymouth held to a 42
advantage going into the final
cight minutes.

With three minutes
remaining, the  Rocks
maintained their 10 point
margin bul the Spartans gave
it a shot. With 20 seconds left
on the clock, Spartan Mike
Patrick was faced with a one-
andone situation, and his
Stevenson squad trailing, 18-

&

Patrick made good the first
and just threw the second shot

BLOCKED SHOT

up in hopes of gelting the
rehound. Stevenson hauled in

the rebound, trailing by four

but couldn't make good its
futile effort and Plymouth
coasted home to victory.
Plymouth won its tourney
opener over Churchill, §1-58,
with VanWagoner popping in
21 points and Robb 12
Churchill was headed by Mark
Reed's 24 and Phil Damaska’s

Stevenson's opening win
came over Thurston, 63-52.

TOM CENTERS paced all
scorers with 23 points,
followed by Dale Haberman
with 15 and Mark Falvo with

1 .
Churchill rebounded in (he
consolation contest, defeating
Thursten, 64
Reed was again high for the
Chargers, who now stand 42
overall, with 20 points
Damaska added 13 and Jim

- Walled Lake Central's

& 7 Randy McLean goes high to knock down this
shot by Redford Union’s Jerry Petsch {54)
Petsch paced RU's victory with 19 points

10bserver photo?

RU Dumps

Belleville

The first
coach s alwa

win for @ new
s a big thrill.

Redford Union wrestling
Coach George Borth
double thrill aut of hi
because it also came in the
opening Suburban Eight meet
in which RU defeated
Belleville, +

TIUIE PANTHERS are now
hoping for & turnabout alter
three consecutive defeats
preceding  the  Belleville
match.

R ale Peterson dropped
the 98 pound decision to Steve
Wilsan, 4-0. but Panther
Randy Worley came back with

i pounds over
as did Steve
Belsey over Belleville's Tony
Balestrieri at 112 pounds in
1:48.

Kerry Morgan scored the
Panthers’ third straight pin at

119 pounds over Brent
Williams in 1:30 but RU's
Dave Koontz was pinned in
5:10 in the 126 pound slot by
Ray Wilson. Belleville's Jose
Garia outscored” RU's  Bob
Praznik in the 132 pound
berth, 8.

AT 138 POUNDS, RU's Mike
Kalal defeated Hubert
Russell, 63, and Mike Ken-
neth recorded a pin in the 145
pound bracket over Rick
Bracken in 4:20.

RU followed with two
decisions, Kei Birch 11-1 over
Fred Flauell at 155 pounds and
Kevin Kelman at 167 pounds
over Otis Bell. 6-4.

The Panthers closed with
two pins.

Paul

Matthews pinned

Randy Calhoun at 185 pounds
in 3:40 and Mike Esslinger

pinned Wayne Lucas in 3:00 in
the heavyweight division.

* Dabarkoe (F); 3-Hoval (W), Ti

Foster 10. Keenan headed
Thurston with 20 and Falvo
notched 13.

PLYMOUTH (50)
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Thurston
Swimmers
Triumph

Thurston High recorded ils
first victory in the young swim
season over Southfield High,
65-30, with junior Scolt Teeters
the only double winner with
firsts in the 200 and 400 yard
freesiyle.

Meot Rosults
0 medley relay. 1-Thurston
(Kleuka, Jonrow. Hellmer. Bruce). 2)
Southictd Time 1.63.7
200 freestyle. 1-Teeters (T): 2L,
coln {1); 3]Agar {S1. Time 1.59.0
200 indwidual medley: 1-Craven IT);
2Mentow (T1; 3)Hoag (S]. Time 2.14.5
50 feeestyle: McFadden IS1: 2}
Bruce [T): 3Alden (Tle Time 237
Diving: 1-Aghababian (T); 2|Barbour
-Schuber (S). Points 168 0
100 buttedly. 1-Hellmer ITh; 2)An.
dreason (S): 3IBerdish (T). Time 1.07 0
100 Hreestyle. 1IMcFadden (S): 21
Craven (T); 3iCavert {T). Time 518
400 Ireastyle - 1-Tecters (T); 21Smuh
(T): 3)Agar 5). Time 4:19.9
100 backstroke: 1-Kenhklotrka ITE

* 20Kangas (T): 3-Huzchcock IS). Time 1

010

100 breasistrake. 1-Hoag IS1: 2)
Eineman (7). 3)Harting (V). Time 1
1348

200 freestyle relay: 3-Seuthteld. 2
Thurston, Time 1.13.8

Franklin
Nips West

Livonia Franklin upended
Garden City West, 63-32, for its
second swim victory in two
outings.

Double winners were Dave
Balnaves, Brad Kenny. John
Kortesoja. Dave Foley. and
Tom Segasser.

Resulls:

200 mediey setay: 1- {Kenny. Balnaves.
Fotey. Kortesotal (FRANKLINI Time 1.
53.7 2- {Burns. Moreshead. Hom. Mor.
asHWEST)

200 treestyln: 1- Balnaves {Fl: 2-
Waght {F): 3-Kant (W). Time 1.58 1
200 individual mediey. 1. Segasset (F):
2. Adams (F): 3; Moreshead (W), Time
2261 -

.50 teestyle: 1- Kortesota IF); 2 Buins
W1 3. Foley IF). Time 24.6

Diwng. 1- Worthy (W1 2. Margon IW):
2-Dannis (F). Pomts 56.00

100 butterfiy: 1- Balnaves {F). 2- Harn
W) 3 Hesselgrave iW). Time 1.01.6
100 feeestyle: 1- Bumns (W), 2- Korte:
sota (Fh: 3-Wright (7). Time 532

400 freestyle: 1- Keany (FJ: 2- Seggas-
ser IF); 3-Looney (W), Time 3.17 8

100 backstroke: 1-Rowe (F): 2-Born
Dorat (W1 3-Fey (). Time 15
100 bieaststinke: 1-Moreshr

8 iW): 2-

X

400 hee style relay: 1- Wrght. Foley.
Kenny. Segasser (FRANKLIN) Time 3.
Rowe

425 2. Rogers. Kanack, Mottss.
WEST)

PREP
Results

BASKETBALL
Franklin 62, GC West 50

Redlord 52, Farmington 49
RU 66. N. Farmington 58

L Western 43

€0
Stevenson 63. Thursion 52
Piymouth 61, Churchill 58
Churchdl 64, Thurston §3
Plymouth 60, Stevenson 44
HOCKEY

Assumption 8, Strvenson 4
Churchill 4, Franklin 1
Franktin 3, Southfield 0

SWIMMING

Frankin 63, GC Weat 32
WRESTLING
Stevenson 3, Allen Park 18
40, Glenn 18
Annapotis 50, GC East 11
GIRLS' VOLLEYBALL
;unklln 2. Stevanson 0

REB(OUND DANCE

Weekend of December 23. 1972

Piymouth's Kevin Moors: {341 and Stevenson’s

Mark Hepgpror (531 look tike they are qoing through a routine in a clash for a
Jouse ball, with Rock Steve Robb 1201 and Stevenson’s Larry Fisher (35)
lookug on (Qbserver photo by Tom Donoghue)

Charger Puckmen
Upend Franklin

All good things must come
1 end sometime. but for

year Franklin High
hockey Coach Paul Ferguson.
it came too carl;

to

His Patriot skaters lost their
opener (o powerful Stevenson

CHURCHIL BOB Rien
slapped home the  apening
ore 10T WO mURALeS jEst
Franklin goalie Don Perric.
but the Patriots tied it up five
minutes irl Noll

Franklin goalie Perrie had
an unusual and 0ot so happy
nightin the net. Besides losing
he picked up a 1wo - minute
high sticking call and a two -
minute  roughing infraction,

seore a

X
The Ch: il

gers went ahead to
o seconds
iugt in the period when
v heat

but rang up conseculive
vietories over Southfield
Lathrup and Bentle!

stay with only

t came the Christmas
present Ferguson could
dane without, a 42 loss o
Churchill.

v

here was ne scoring in the
ond period. with the
wer defense thwarting

And to turn the Jes five Franklin power pla;
around. it was Churchill's  The B v -
third straight trinmph in Ursitti combination tueked the

v for Churehill in

Suburban hockey competition. vietory

Adam  Mitchell and  his d.
Charger crew  now  find apped in 1wo goals
themsetves in first place, two in the Third, Ursitti assisting

d. Ursitti'
with Churcehill goalie
picking up the

points ahove Stevenson at 2.

A total of 18 penalties was
called with Mitchell getting,
the axe in the closing minutes

CHURCHILL

CHURCHILL-FRANKLIN
FIRST PERIOD
Churchil Rion (Hiranm). 2.03
Feaniin - Noll (Fueld). 7 51 .
Churchill . Liayd (Hiam. 34 47
Penslties  Thauverte (C), 3 21
Longeway (F1. 423 Roth 1), 1102
Uoyd (C). Perne (F). 15 00
SECOND PERIOD
Ko scaung
Penaltins Meyers (€11 48.Thau
vette ICY, Field (F). double penalties. 2
36, Karpezuk (F4, 3 51. Loyd (C1 610,
Bellono (C). 9 14. Katpciuk (F). 3 28
Meyers 1€). 12 40, Bud C). 14 33
THIRD PERIOD
Churehil - Vessey Ursitt). 2 33
Charchll - Vease (Ursiud, 12 29
Penalties  McKenzie 1F). 519
FeebackiC). 5:31. Fuetd (7). 10 35
Feeback(C). 10 35, Churchillbench
1035

of the game after a disputed OUTSHOT  ghyncHL 2 o 24
bench penalty call. Franklin, 22 to 7. num(\u»« voo ot

Turf \Tips, Quip

By Doc Minard

The new schedule is ef-
feetive tor the remainder of
n and his top
aides haven't decided whether
it will continue through the
carly weeks of the
1 ornat. Probably they will wait
cach of the 10 races ¢ see how the “action
According to Leon Slavin,- at Jacksan™ is during the
president and  general carly day R
manager  of  Jackson Incidentally.  Jackson-at-
Racews Kris will be his Northville will continue its
happy self and will ride in an frec lottery ticket nights next
ancient sulky that goes back to with afl paying adult
the turn of the century. ssions receiving @ ticket

s just another way for and  Thursday
Slavin to say thanks to patrons
who have made the current
meeting one of the most
successful since the affable

o7 By DOCMINARD
op-Kgjs Kringle will arrive
a Mt Gurly Soturday at the
Jacl vorthville arness
g meeting. Matter of
1. the hewhiskered rent will

i

.
f:
ead the ficld to the post in

Normally, the giveaway
would have been on Monday
and Tuesday but Christmas

track boss began staging
winter meetings at Northville
Downs

The plant will he dark
Monday to give all employes
and the barn area colony &
chance to celebrate Christmas
Day. Even Slavin will be gone
for the weckend 10 spend the
holiday with his wife and

he'll be back on the scene
Tuesday for the final five

s out Monday and $ n
cided to switeh to Thursday.

at shoutd be interesting to
all. Lottery tickets given away
an Tuesday will be for the
drawing on Thursday and
thuse handed out on Thursday
will he for the following week.
Inasmuch as Slavin has a
license 10 sell lottery tickets
during the meetings. the
piveaways help promote the
programs and also

=S

build up sales of the lottery
Last figures showed the
track selling something
like 4.000 tickets weekly. Tn
addition, the giveaways have
had a definite aftect on at
tendance Tuesd
traditionally are a weak day
and night for racing. regar-
dless of whether it's the
cunners in the afternoon or the
trotters under the lights.
Jackson's experience is that
have boosted at-
nce as much as 400 to 500
night and added $30.000
000 10 the wagering.

nights of the 1972 season and
the last week of the current
meeting.

Then on Jan. 1. Jackson will
apen the new year with the
first harness racing action
2 mecting that will continue
until late January when
Northville Dawns will open its
winter campaign.

For those who have been
wondering about the success
of early winter racing at the
‘Downs. an announcement
carlier in the week by Slavin  tenda
should make all feel better . .. cach
especiaily the horsemen. 0

Slavin announced the  So one would have to say
second purse increase of the that, free lottery tickets have
meeting.  boosting  the had a definite positive affect

an business. And one just can’t
shake off the sale of 1.000
tickets weekly ... attwoand a

minimum to $1,000. All other
divisions went up an average
of 25 per cent.

half cents each to the track. it
Lelps 1o pay  from  the
promntion.

This is our final offering
prior to the biggest oliday of
the ¥ . Christmas Day .
and at this time we wish to
thank all of our readers for
their letters during our recent
illness.

“Thanks 1o all. and our best
wishies for the Christmas
nd the new year. May
every standardbred owner
come up with an Albatross or
Super Bowl and may we
have an opporiunity 10 write
abont them

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
THE HAPPIEST OF NEW
YEARS

Stevenson
Wins JV
Tourney

Stevenson's junior varsity
haskethall squad captured top
honors in its holiday tourney
with Churchill. Plymouth and
Thurston. .

The junior Spartans toppled

s Thurston in their opener. 39

39, and routed Churchill's JV
team. 38-4. Double figure
scorers for Stevenson were
John Doland with 15, Jim
Gilland at 12 and Gary
Deyrand with 12,

Churchill sported three in
double figures in the cham-
pionship with Jay Nelson high
at 15, Rab Jamroy with 12 and
Mark Ronoli with 10.

The Chargers had' beaten
Plymouthinits first round, 57-
51, with Plymouth coming
back in the consolation contest
over Thurston. 7347




