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- Turf Tips, Quips ‘

By Doc Minard

Jackson Harness Racing
Association, headed by
President and  General
Manager Leon Slavin, has the
unusual honor of closing the
Michigan racing season
Saturday and then opening the
1973 campaign the following
Monday.

It could be added that
Jackson officially started the
1972 racing activities with a
month-long meeting at Nor-
thville Downs. The story will
be the same in the new year.

Although many of the betler
trotters and pacers have been
farmed out for a rest during
the remainder of the winter
while awaiting the opening of
the Northville Downs season
in late January, Jackson
racing secretary Tom Smith
still has some excellent horses
available for the remaining
nights at Northville.

Speedway Jackie, best of
the trotters, is getting a much
deserved rest. Erlana’s
Valley, surprise winner of the
$10,000 finale of the late
closing pacing series at
Jack t thville, is

Peterson and others from the
“Downs official family.

From Wolverine Harness
Raceway comes molice that
stall  applications  are
available and must be
received by Feb. 15. That isn't
so far away that horscowners
can delay sending in blanks.
Al will be carefully screened
by the committee and con-
firmation of stall allotments
will be in the mail a few days
fater to all owners, drivers
and trainers.

FOR THOSE MEMBERS of
the State Legi e who

and Hazel Park runners had
disastrous campaigns.

As we see it, lack of interest
by management contributed
to the decided dip in at-
tendance and business at both
tracks. Hazel Park's top brass
knew it had the plant sold and
apparently cared less whether
the season was good or bad.

The silvation was a bit
different at the DRC where the
track was plagued by
miserable highway conditions
on Schooleraft and Middle
Belt Roads. That added to the
fact was_ con-

have been toying with the idea
of legalizing offtrack betting
as another means of
bolstering the state treasury,
it might be wise to take a look
at what has happened in New
York.

Roosevelt Raceway, which
began the year with hope and
anticipation of big things in
January, ended in despair and
disillusionment in December
with altendance and handle
showing declines.

New York City’s ill-

i ill-advised and ill-

freshening up as is Michigan
Mack, star of the Ralph Mapes
stable which won four of the
six legs of the series.

Even with the loss of these
speedsters, the competition is
the keenest in years and Smith
has little trouble arranging
better than average
programs.

With the Northville Downs
opening only a month away.
Smith expects to receive
numerous requests for stall
space from stables that have
been freshening up horses
since the close of the Hazel
Park campaign.

But there is slight chance
any of the requests will be
granted. In the first place such
applications have to be ap-
proved by the representatives
of the Michigan Harness

operated OIf Track Betting
Corp. was the major factor in
the dips, continuing its assault
on both harness and thorough-
bred racigg in  the
metropolitan area.

Roosevell’s yearly total
attendance was down 14.1 per
cent and the handle dropped
6.4 per cent during 1972. The
fall meeting, which ended two
weeks ago, showed major
declines in all statistics.

The average nightly at-
tendance was 14,811, a drop of
18.5 per cent from the previous
year, and wagering Was down
7.8 per cent. B

This despite the fact that
Roosevelt had the best horses
and drivers in the land.

ONE SHUDDERS to think
what could happen to racing in

'S and
secondly all requests for stall
space for the Northville
Downs session have to be
screened by the committee
made up of MHHA officers,
Racing Secretary Harry

metr Detroit where all
tracks, harness and thorough-
bred, suffered during the
year. Hazel Park and
Wolverine more than held
their own in harness racing
but the Detroit Race Course

Churchill Matmen

Set Mark,

With 11 dual’ meets
remaining, Livonia Churchilt
already has set a school
record of three wrestling wins
in one season, in a 4216
triumph over Novi.

The Novi victory also
marked the first time Chur-
chill has ever won two con-
secutive meets.

TONY BONNICI (98. 1bs.),
Pat Mullin (105 Ibs.) and Rick
Boehms (132 Ibs.) remained
undefeated in Jim Barr's
attack with their three pins
sparking a six pin assault.

Churchill sports a 3-2 mark.
‘The meet results:

98 Ibs-Tony Bonnici (C)

Win 3rd

pinned Ed Weaver (N), 1:43;
105 Ibs.-Pat Muilin (C) pinned
Bill Livingston (N), 3: 12
Ibs.-John Hesse pinned Jim
Sassena (N),4:25; 119 Ibs.-Bill
Mills (C) pinned Ron Har-
decki (N, 0:42; 126 Ibs.-Tom
Ford (N) defeated Nick
Stroyan (C), 94: 132 lbs.-Rick
Boehms pinned Dave Miiler
(N), 3:49; 138 Ibs.-Kris Schuiz
(C) defeated Dave Ward (N),
9-3; 145 lbs. Don Jackson (N)
pinned Bob Stowers (C), 5:09;
155 Ibs.-Randy McGarry (N)
pinned Mike Martz (C), 4:48;
185 Ibs.-Bill Anderson (C)
defeated Gary Staub (N, 11-8,
and Dave Kuhn (C) pinned Gil
Spiers (N), 1:54.
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vinced prior to opening day
that it was going to be a poor
year and nothing could im-
prove it. So it did nothing and
actually crawled intoa hole or
buried Its head in the sand.
Small wonder that a change
was made at the end of the
year. .
But just think what would
have happened had the tracks
been faced with off track
betting...the legal kind and not
that handled by bookies. If the
large New York City tracks
suffered big disastrous
declines, those in
metropolitan Detroit would
just about have been ready to
close the doors. That's what
offtrack betting could have
done and that wouldn’t have
boosted the state treasury a
nickel’s worth.

THIS °*N THAT...Eddie
Landau, longtime assistant in
the program—departments at
Jackson, Northville Downs
and Wolverine Raceway, is
back on the job at the Jackson-
at-Northville meeting. Eddie
was rushed to the hospital
after suffering a seizure at
Northville. However,
examinations  showed it
wasn't a heart attack and thus
he was able to get back
quicker than thought possiblé
at first.

Rollo Sims, Jackson in-

radio

TENNIS ON TV -- The Livonia Family ‘Y" is offering tennis lessons with
the results being shown on closed circuit television 10 see just what you are

doing wrong or right. {Observer photo)
/

Open League
For Cagers
In Lathrup

A Lathrup Village men’s
basketball league will be
starling shortly after the first
of the year.

Sponsored by the Lathrup
Viillage Recreation Dept.; it
will be an open league with no
residence requirements to get
into the action.

Dave Hime, cjty recreation
director, says he‘has room for
six teams and those ,in-
tergsted, individual players or
teams, should contact him by
next week. Teams are asked
tosubmit a roster of players to
the city offices.

Games will be held on
Mondays at the Lathrup

and longtime handyman at E

Jackson Raceway, is the
“Jack of all trades” at the
Northville meeting. Rollo has
charge of admissions, often
spends part of the evening
helping park cars, then goes
up to the judges’ stands to post
the official finishes of races
while waiting for the official
turnstile count.

From New York City comes
areport that Herve Filion, the
nalion’s leading driver with
almost 600 winning rides, is
planning trips to Ilinois and
perhaps Windsor during the
remainder of the week. Herve,
who set a world's record of 543
victories a year ago, is
determined to make it 600 or
more. The only problem is
that he’s running out of places
to drive, with some of the
eastern tracks dark until after
the start of the new year.

'y Schiool starting at
6:30 p.m.

Team representatives will
meet wilth Hime before the
league play starts to decide on
fees to cover referees and
league proceedures.

All men, 17 years and older,
are invited to participate.

Referees are needed and
anyone interested should
contact Hime-at the city of-
fices.

‘Globetrotters
Invade Detroit

The Harlem Globetrotters
will make their first appearance
of the season in the Detroit
area when they take on the
Boston Shamrocks at Olympia
Stadium on Saturday, Dec. 30,
at7:30 p.m.

Tennis Lessons

y ‘ X On(TVA

Smile, you're on candid
camera! At least you'll be on
TV if you're taking tennis
lessons at the Livonia Family
Y. Bill Cameron, *'ye ole Court
Jester,” has secured two
valuable teaching aids for his

tennis instruction classes, one
%8 o “ball boy” machine that
-‘ lprnjecls a tennis ball every
! five seconds, and a television
' tape recerder.

Cameron stated, “The ball
machine can be adjusted to
various angles and two
speeds, enabling our students

to get the full range of ground
strokes, overheads and
volleys.”

He went on tosay, “Thereis
no doubt that a private lesson
from a qualified instructor is
the best way to correct a
stroke deficiency. The ability

REDFORD UNION ...
FRANKLIN

How Is Your
Favorite Cage
Team Doing?

t ‘Y’
to see yourself making those
strokes has lo give added
support to what the instructor
is altempting to tell you.

“I've used it in my ad-
vanced class and it has helped
the 'students tremendously.
We've also experimented with
it in our gymnastics and
swimming classes. It is an
invaluable teaching aid.”

The mext series of adult
classes is scheduled to begin
the week of Jan. 8. Four*
beginners, two intermediates -
and one advanced class will be
offered, with beginners
scheduled for Monday and
Wednesday evenings, Wed-
nesday mornings, and Friday
afternoons; intermediate
classes will be held Monday
evenings and Friday al-
ternoons and advanced class
on Wednesday evenings.
Enrollment is limited to 10 in
beginners classes and six in
intermediate and advanced
classes.

Anyone desiring an
evaluation of their game can
contact Cameron for a private
classat the Y. Registration for
beginners will take place Jan,
3 for Livonia Family Y
members and Jan. 4 for non -
members. Advanced and
intermediate players can
register at any time.

Donoghue's|
Season
Forecast
16-4
17-3

DAVE JACKSON, 72
graduate of Garden City
East and All-Area basket-
ball selection, has landed a
forward berth on Michigan
State's sarsity cage squad.
The 6-4. 175 pound
freshman is majoring in

SPECIAL
5% 5705
XR-400 SUZUKI

SNOWMOBILE

With FREE Holmet and '
Snowmoabile Cover
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41500 FORD RO, trwwr raen b 18
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Start the New

TROPICAL FISH AND

WL
6 1
5 1
LATHRUP .. 4 1 14-6
JOHN GLENN 6 2 135
PLYMOUTH .. .5 2 15-4
N. FARMINGTON .5 2 146
BENTLEY . 4 2 13-7
CHURCHILL 4 2
STEVENSON -3 3 1.9
2 3 9-10
. 2 4 9-11
BORGESS 3 5 9.9
G. C. WEST.. .2 5 119
FARMINGTON . 2°s 514
CLARENCEVILLE 1 4 5-13
ST. AGATHA . 16 . 3-14
THURSTON 1.6_/ 614
SOUTHFIELD ... 0 5 5-15
Spartan Guard

Shannon Reading, guard on
Michigan State’s 1967 Big Ten
co-championship team, now is
assistant basketball coach at
North Texas State.

WSU Harriers

Wayne State University’s
cross country team repeated as
Chicago Invitational champions
in 1972, copping the nine-teim
meet with 29 points.

|
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* easons |
reetings

The wondrous Holiday
Season is here, time to
wish all people on earth
happiness and joy.
WE WILL BE CLOSED AT
NOON THURSDAY DEC. 28
& ALL DAY FRIDAY

DEC. 29 FOR INVENTORY.
OPEN SUNDAY AS USUAL

"'FORGET SOMEONE?”

Black & Decker
General-Purgose
Saw

12222 INKSTER RD
'937-9111

Handles

WAS $19.99

NOW

TROPICAL FISH & PET SUPPLIES

Ve olfer a large sefection of tropical
fish.and pet supplies. You can depend
on our quality service, afong with a full
guarantee of fish and equipment.

THE FISH NET!

HOURS Daity 12 t0 8
Sun. 12105

Year Right!

PET SUPPLIES
29438 Joy Ad.
vona, Muct
2217330

GE EXECUTIVE

and...

FURNACE

LU 100K SHOWN

heating level and airfiow level to meet your comfort needs. Dperates on

cald, hitter winter sights.

FAMOUS BUILT-IN
GF QUALITY

@ Pre-wited at factory to allow the addition
of central air conditioning without expen-
sive alterations ta the fumace.

@ Sturdy structural design — all welded
steel cabinet with baked enamel two-
tone finish for strength and beauty.

@ Foithacked cabmet insulation — puts
heat into home and helps muffle sound.

@ Cast iron burner — for long [ife.

® Solid state thermostat — for finer con-
trol of comfort conditions.

@ Twanty-Five: Year heat exthanger war-
ranty — the heat sxchanger of this fur-
nace carries & 25 year parts exchange
warranty against manufacturing defects

calls not i
© AGA certifie

American Gas
ries.

/Call: 47

REPLACE YOUR OLD

MODULATING GAS FURNACE

Automatic modulation — three levels of heat, three levels of ir fiow. Automatically seeks the proper

Automatically switches to medium when rzqn'imd — and the maximum capacity is ready to serve oa those

entitling the owner to a new o7 compara-
ble furnace. Service, labor and diagnostic
uded.

industry) — all designs are certified by

CALL TODAY FOR FREE HOME SURVEY!

32235 W. 8 MILE, LIVONIA

nires:UN 1-5139

GAS FURNACE
Has a

3 Speed Fan,
a 3 Level Burner

a brain

WITH ... '

fow heat most of the time —

d — (testing sgency for

Association Inc. Laborato-

7-4303




