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SEPARATE BUT EQUAL, this im'presswe triple dresser has defined
storage space in six upper drawers with 3 “parting rail” separating three
deeper lower drawers. The Hevwood Wakefield piece measures 72 inches in
length and is available in a light or dark pine finish. Here it has"his and her”
oval mirrors framed in the‘same grained pine’
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By. GEORGE ABRAHAM

Green Thumb

If you want a real thrill,
grow hyacinths indoors.

First, rernember they need
a cool period for root for-
mation. Best het is to start the
bulbs in a [hyacinth vase
containing water.

Place it in your refrigerator
or any place where the tem-
perature can be kept around

“ 40 degrees F or so. Freezing is
not necessary. Start the
hyacinth any time between
Dec. 1and Jan. 15. Keep them
in the refrigerator or garage
for six or sever weeks so a
good set of roots will develop.

Chéck the vase from time to
time and when you see the
flower bud sticking about
three or four inches out of the
neck of the bulb, you’ll know
the roots are sufficiently
developed.

After -that, bring the vases
into light and warmer tem-
perature of your home, living
room, bedroom, etc. During
the first week or 10 days when
the plants are growing rapidly
and turning green, do not keep
them in direct sunlight.

After a week, you can move
the vases into full sunlight,
and watch the flowers
develop. .After flowering, set

the bulb outdoors where they'

will bloom again for you next
year. You can use the
hyacinth vase for flower
arrangements.

ONE OF THE BEST house
plants is the so - called
“prayer plant,” so cailed
because at ‘night the leaves
fold up, as if in prayer'. There
are two plants often called
prayer plants, and one is the
Calathea, with leaves rather
broad and pointed at the lip.

They have a rhizome - like
root system with leaves
arising from the crown. The
other prayer plant is Maranta,
a close relative of Calathea.
The Maranta has rows of

. brownish to dark green
blothes in a row, hence the
common name of ‘“rabbit .-
track’' plant.

Culture for both: They like 2
light, humusy soil (1,3 each
sand, peat and loam) warm
room temperature both day
and'night {about 70 degrees.)

- Keep soil uniformly
moistened,. never soggy. Also
avoid -a temperature drop
below 50 degrees since these
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plants are tropical. Start new
by dividing the
tuberous roots in spring.

GREEN THUMB CLINIC:
A reader writes: “We planted
the seeds of pumpkins you
sent us. One pumnpkin weighed
92 pounds. Is that a record?

No, but it's a good pumpkin.

The Jargest pumpkin I've seen -

weighed 192 pounds. The
present contest record has
stood since 1968, when Lynn
and Susan Price of Marietta,
Ga. won with a whopping 235
pound Hungarian squash.

GREEN THUM CLINIC:
A reader writes:.*“We have a
Jade Plant (Crassu!a) which
has withered . leaves. What
causes this?”
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Answer: Withering of leaves
and stems is due to too much
water or poor drainage, or
disease. Give good drainage
and avoid soaking too much.
Let plant get dry between
waterings.
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“There. will be ample
housing funds 0" meet local
needs in 1973.” '
That UpL\mlsuc prediction,
along with other. encouraging
forecasts for the mortgage -
lending industry in Michigan,
were made by John P. Ray,
newly elected president of the
400 - member Mortgage
Bankers Assn. of Michigam
Ray is executive  vice
president and ¢hief loan of:
ficer of Standard Federal
Savings and Lenn Asspeiation.

Ray took over; the affairs of
MBAM in November from
Robert P. Lambrecht, Detroit
mortgage banker and head of
the realty and investment
firm of Lamhrechl Realty CoI

AMONG OTHER predic;
tions made by Ray in his New
Year’s statement:

® There will b‘e new recnrdsl
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‘ Sta ble Yj‘eari‘Pre‘d_icted‘
By MBA;M President

-set in 1973-for increases in -

savings accounts, The year
could turninto the greatest net
savings gain year for Detroit
area thrift institutions "--
perhaps as much as nine per
cent.

o Mortgage interest rates
are likely to remain stable as
they have for the last 14
months. -Stability of long -
term rates can be attributed to
successful -controls on in-
flation, high savings growth
and continued Eurodollar
support. °
® There is always danger of
increased. inflation and- we
might see mortgage rates
inching upwards toward the
end of the current year.,

‘® New housing in 1973 may "

not be as great as in the last
two years, but it should be
above average.
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UNFINISHED FURNITURE

RGEST SELECTION OF |
uunmsus‘n FURNITURE IN THE MIDWEST

¢ Higher land, material and
Isbor costs, especially lum-
ber, are putting the price of
housing out of reach of many
home buyers.

® As long as thrift in-
stitutions - are deluged wijth
savings funds, easier mog-
tgage credit terms will con-
tinue to bridge the cost gap,
but_for how much longer is
‘questionable.

Ray said he believed there
would be a softening in the
market for condominiums in
1973, after two boom years. He — 2 . i -
finds some condominium “STOP IN! WE HAVE UKFINISHED
owners happy and some : BUS[NESS 0 DI‘SDUSSI"
unhappy and disappainted. -

“Condominium housing is,”
said Ray, "*for the most part a
limited market designed for
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is a second choice when

compared to owning a single - * : . L
family dwelling."” ! \ oo '
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