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How Dial-A-Ride Is Mdviﬁg People

EDITOR'S NOTE: The writer
is a Livonia resident, a graduate
student at the University of
Michigan and a member of the
League of Women Voters, on
whose transit projegt she
worked. The views arel own,

By SHERRY KATIAN
Special Writel

What is purple. has four
wheels, works in Ann Arbar
and currently holds interest
for Massachusetts Institute of

Fechuology. Ford Motor: Co.
and General  Mofors?  The
answe ! - A - Ride. a
system of bus transportalion

wonw in experimental use in a
seetion of Ann Arbor

Mrs. Naney McCann hates
1o drive to her job near the
¢ af Michigan when
the reads are stippery. and
use she | Ann Arbor
o is a solulion lo her
problem. She Sleps to. her

* phane and calls Dial - A - Ride.

In about 10 minutes a mini -
hus decked out in passionate
purple picks her up at her
duor. “For enly a 60 cent fare |
am also saved the hassle of
fighling traffic and finding a
parking place,” she says.
Like a number of other
feequent usecs of Dial - A
Ride she often exchanges a
nkes and comments on

the weather wilh Dave the
driver wha by now is almost
an old friend.

1o her classes al the university
where  she graduate
student. The p: u also be
used for untimited rides by her
children or her husband.
Every Saturday. for example.

.' One Town’s rI:'ransit Answer |

County General llospital and
Plymouth  State . Home.
Frequently the desire 1o -be
useful on the part of these
students is curtailed by fack of
a means of travel.

A member of lhe Livonia
police department has also
deeried the lack of local public
fransporiation. She  lhought
that” a portion of juvenile
me might be lessened if

young people had a way lo get
abaul and participate in more
althe activities offered by the
community.

n

currenl years many

dents of Observerland
have found that the car, hailed
<o joyously a few decades ago
as’lfie answer lo most tran-
sportation difficulties, has not
alfly left a few problems un-
sylved but contributed a few of
it$ own. principally pollution,
wjffic jams and the over -
taking of fuel supplies.

BUT 18 PUBLIC lran-
sporlation the answer?

Auyone whe has ac-
customed himself to the

luxury of slepping (rom his
doorstep lo his car is not about
to opt for a three - block walk
(hrough the snow to catch a
bus which may be late. Any
hnui(iwnn who draws a map of

" the zigzag route she drove on

her daily errands knows thal a
bus line wauld he hard put to
follois her.

The 20th century’s middle -
aged spread has crealed a car

ariented environment  so
decentralized that one won-
ders if public transportation
will ‘ever be able to help.

Does this mean that Ob-
serverland residents have (o
give up hope of decent public
transportation within our
borders or carrying us into

Avhar provided most ol Ilnc
[unding. the stale being [in-
terested in studying the pls
sible use else\\hercIE
transportall
vesearch and planning office
igned the dispatchipg
lem and service layout and
prm‘ldcd a test vehicle. It\
leadquarters was sel up al 315
. Huron, and two addumn I
or mini - buses “n
uired, Total yearly budgpt
s $160,000: almost one-third
was later relurned in [arcg

1t was not the intention of
laII

2

the authority to
passengers anywhere lhe!
wished to go. Rather. lit
warked aul a route through th
city thal look in shaps, banm{.
governmept  offices and
(uc\hnund bus line of the

e consultant,
¢ combines a number of neigh-

downtown area and added to it
the campus of the university
and the hospital - in other
words, places where most
people would wish to go.
THE AUTHORITY is hoping
Ihat this fest may be only the
juning for Ann Arbor.
Recently it pulled all its plans
1opether and decided to go for
broke. unveiling a  new
ide transportatlion
em (hat could make Ann
Arbor one of the most envied
cities of (he country.
Prepared by a full - time
the  system

horhood Dial - A - Rides with
an, improved bus system.
ising 36 vehicles in 11 dif-
ferent zones at peak periods,
the buses will run seven days a

reject the proposal, not only
will Ann Arbor turn down an
improved bus sysiem and the
neighborhood Dial - A - Rides,
bul the present experiment
will doubtless also slide down
Ihc drain,

week, their number tapering
off in slack hours.

The plan was read to the city
council Jan. 22. If approved by
lire council, the proposal will
be on the ballot in April as a
2t mill tax increase. If voters
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UNFINISHED FURNITURE

. LARGEST SELECTION OF
UNFINISHED FURNITURE IN THE MIDWEST

VARNISHES, ARTIOLE KITS.

1734 :- 6 Drawer Chest-on-! Chesl
s 42"x307x16"
Knotty Pine

".S‘TOP IN! WE HAVE UNFINISHED BUSINESS TO D/SCU.S‘S:/ "

STONE'S

HOME DECORATING CENTER
215 E. MAIN ST., NORTHVILLE, 349-8585

DAY 9:30:8:00  TUES-WED-9:30-6  FRI 9:30-9:00

LEO CALWHO ?

COLOR

3DAYS ONLY

V - B&W TV - RANGES - REFRIGERATORS
WASHERS - DRYERS - AIR CONDITIONERS' - HUI\'/‘
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Five. Mile Road”with bis supority to restructure a 25 Phllcn 37 9 "
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N LIVONIA  Norbert ‘nS'Urance enlt Caszw
Topolewski,  director _of | ERNGALETITTS AT
Community  Youth  Em- |\ g ” ToNsoLE
ployment recently pointed out ; enlt
ihat an important clement in canow
suet fully placing a youth in 1 N MAPLE
a job is transportation. “In 25 Z I CONSOLE
soe ca he said “‘em- enl 1

plovers will hire a candidate
nol because he is the besl
qualified. but hecause he has
best fransportation. In
other cuses studeats must
lerminate their employment
heca <oon as they lose
their ride, they no longer can
nel 1o work.”

Topolewski is also involved
wilh the carcer exploration
and training program at
Franklin High School, which
has made arrangements with
fueal businesses to (rain young
penple. Lack of transportation
usually eliminates a number
of young. peaple from. this
useful Iraining program.

Franklin also offers credit
(o students who do volunteer
work at the police depart-
ment, nursing komes. Wayne
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in the_automobile business.

BRAND NEW

E 53075

Buying 8 car from Lou LaRiche is like having an uncle

SPORT COUPE

Lou LaRiche Chevrolet
40875 PLYMOUTH RD:
(ACROSS FROM BURROUGHS)

PHONE 453-4600 i

‘73 IMPALA

INCLUDES:
Turbo Hydrsmatic
transmission. power
Stesring. power disc brakes

18” RCA
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