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Turf Tips, Quips

By Doc Minard

Although business was a bit
stow during the first ‘three
nights of opening week, North-
ville Downs crowds and
wagering picked up in the
final three programs. The
result, after a big weekend,
was a handle of $441,842
Saturday with a crowd of 5,563
in the stands.

That was the second largest
attendance for the mid--winter
campaign at the ‘Downs in two
years, falling short of the 5,908
on March 11 of 1972,

The wagering was the best
in three years of winter
racing, bettering the previous
high of $123,426 on the same
March 11. .

Qf course, one has to
remember that Jackson-at-
Northville closed its January
campaign a week earlier with
an all-time high handle of

$463,000 and a nightly average

of $302,000 for the 24 nights.

THE TURNSTILE count for
the first weekend at the
‘Downs was 9,284 and betting

* climbed to $760,097. Wagering
fell short of the winter
weekend record of fast year on
March 10 and 11 when figures
soared to $801,495.

“We are pleased with the
business for the opening
week,"” said Mutuel Manager
Lou Carlo, “But for the
unexplained dips on Tuesday
and Wi ednesday, it could have
been the best six nights for a
winter meeting. :

“1f the weatherman con-

‘tinues to smile and give us
‘mae of the perfect conditions
of the [irst sgek, then we
‘believe we are headed for our
best winter season.”

As it turned out, Bedford
Jet, the six-year-—-old star of
the Ed Weber stable of West
Bloombield, demonstrated
why he’s considered the best
pacer at the track by winning
his third straight preferred

event.

Bedford Jet, who seems to
reach top fofm during the
winter, took over the lead
after a quarter and stayed in
front for the remainder of the
mile.

Erlanas Valley, surprise
winner of the $10,000 finale of
the Jackson--at:-Northviile
late closing pacing series,
pressed The Jet in the final
half-mile but actually never
was that close.

Gordon Norris had Bedford
Jet {lying-in the final quarter
and the aged pacei hit the

'
wire a length and a half in
front in 2:06.4, fastest mile of
the evening over a slow, cuppy
racing strip.

TOM SMITH, who served as
racing secretary for the long
Jackson season that stretched
over a six-month period, had
visions of taking life a bit easy
once the Northville Downs
meeting opened. He was
slated to be assistant to Harry
Peterson, veteran racing chief
of the ‘Downs.

But that all changed a few
days before the Northville
opener when Peterson notified
Executive 'Director John
Carlo that he would be late in
reporting. So Tom had the
task of making up condition
books for the first two weeks
and filling the races for
opening week.

Latest reports from Florida,
where Peterson is busy with
hisreal estate business, is that
“‘Pete’ may not be available
for the eatire 39 nights. Seems
like teal estate is beoming in
the sunny south and it could be
that Peterson may decide to
give up his racing assign-
ments and stay in Florida
year around.

In the meantime, Tom has
drawn up condition books for
all but the final two weeks.

NEW HONORS have been
given Richard S. Wilson, vice
president in charge of racing
operations for Castleton In-
dustries Inc. and vice
president and  general
manager of Wolverine!
Rdceway and the Detroit
Racing Assn.

Wilson  was  elected
treasurer of Harness Tracks
of America at the annual
convention. in San Fancisco
Jast week. At the same
session, HTA accepted
Pompano Park as a new
member and renamed Donald
MacFarlane, president of
Hazel Park harness racing,
general counsel and chairman
of the board.

Pompano Park is
Castleton's harness racing
tack in Florida and the most
plush plant operated by the
company headed by Frederick

Van Lennep, who aiso is
president of Wolverine
Raceway.

Wilson, who has been busy
at Pompano Park for the past
month, is expected to return to
Michigan this week to start
making preparations for the
\Vu]vcrine meeting. The 82—

Clarencevﬂle

Falls, 53-46

Ciarenceville High blew a
2823 halftime lead and fell to
West Bloomlfield. 5346, for its
11t basketball defeat in 15
games.

1t was the second lime the
Trojans were loppled by the
Bloomlfield team. . Claren-
ceville lost the first round, 41-
3.

West Bloomfield jumped to
2 13-10 first quarter lead but
the Trojans exploded for 18
points in the second. With
Dave Gwilt 'scoring nine and
Paul Simons six, Clarenceville
led at the half, 2823,

Clarenceville lost its touch

in the third stanza, hitting enly .

\hree of 14 and scoring seven’
points with Bloomfield scoring
18 and laking,a 4135 lead.

¢ WITH  FIVE  mintues
remaining, the Trojans
dropped behind by 10 but cut it
lo three points with 112
minutes ri

fied on a charging call. West
Bloomfield came back with
two points of its own and was
off to victory.

Clarenceville hit 18 of 53 for
32 per cent and Bloomfield
scored 52 per cenl on 22 of 40
from the floor. The boards
belonged to the Trojans, 34:29,
with Gwilt hauling in 10.

The Trojans journey
Keltering Friday.

to

KAk
W. BLOOMFIELD (53)
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Nilomwusd

Sophomore Rick Byer hit for
Clarenceville on a driving lay-
up to put the Trojans within
oné but the bucket was nulli-

10 18 12:63
018 7 11-48
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FROM HAZEL PARK

comes word that Track Supt.
Ken Marshall has completed
the task of installing a new
racing strip for the runners
and the standardbreds.

1t was a joint effort on the
part of the Hazel Park Racing
Assn. and Hazel Park
Raceway, aimed at giving the
plant the fastest five—cight's
mile mile track in the mid-
west.

A 10-man crew from (he
Charles Rogers Construction
Co. ripped out the old racmg
strip and installed a much
improved surface that will
serve in all types of weather.

The old surface consisted of
eight inches of float stone,
then a 10~inch layer of clay
and a five-inch layer of
limestone dust.

The new surface, according
to Marshall, will consist of the
float stone, then a seven-inch
layer of limestone, which will
compact to six inches, and a
five-inch layer of limestone
dust and clay.

The job required 30,000 tons”
of limestone, limestone dust
and clay.

TRACK SUPT. Jim Mc-
Phee, of the Detroit Race
Course, will start work on a
new racing strip within
another week. With the start
of Wolverine Raceway'’s
harness season less than
seven weeks away, McFhee
plans to have his crew busy
correcting the troubles that
cropped out in the thorough-
bred meeting last fall.

McPhee has been given the
go--ahead sign from V|cp
President and  General
Manager Dick Wilson to make
alt improvements necessary
The track was full of holes
during the thoroughbred
season and McPhee must
eliminate the holes and get the
big mile track in top shape for
the lengthy trotting meeting.

Considering the miserable
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Borgess Wins,

Mark Sopko and Shawn jumping to a 16-12 first
MecCarthy set the stage for a quarter advantage. 1
record breaking night at Borgess exploded for 19
Bishop Borgess High School. points in the second cight
The Spartan duo combined minutes, hitting 12 of 17 from
for 41 points and BOrgess the field, to take a 45-»3
walloped Bishop Gallagher in halftime lead.

Bouble A basketball com- iy oy Gallagher nghl
ads

/ petition, 90-73. out of the gym," added
vas the third victory f
1t was the third viclory for o whose créw edg

B inst five setbecks
orgess against five el allagher in the first round,

in the Double A and the o,
Spartan crew stands 88 013
averall. McCarthy came up with 11

“This had to be our best all. POints in the quarter. hiiti
around performance yet, 1ve of siv and ‘one at U

said B h charity line.
\;"d ‘ff-f,fiisisﬁ':,:cm“:"’: Gallagher bounced back

Borgess team has ever put on outscore Borgess in the thi
(e eorebonrd PULOM tanza, 2321, bul Borge

e are coming around now Tétalialed with a 24 poi
fourth quarter,

and prepping for the N i
districts. . BORGESS wound up
THREE FREE_ throws. by shooting 36 of 61 from the field

for 59 per cent and Gallagher
hil 33 of 64 for 52 per cent.

The rebounding ~ battle
fealured Sopko with 16 and
Borgess holding a 4928 ad-
vantage.

Greg Drypen and a field goal
by Sopko gave Borgess an
carly 5-0lead and the Spartans
were never headed thereafter.

Fdok

BISHOP BORGESS (90)
Fa FT

M. Sopko a3 2
Drypen a6 9
McCarth 25 20

Kel 48 16

weather conditions of last scho 34 7

spring, the track Oavis 22 10

was considered one of the best g sorus” o0 2

in the midwest with more than pa 02 2
00

25 miles in 2:00 or less. i

But the situation changed
during the fall and early
winter thoroughbred cam-
paign when rain, snow, sleet
and, generally the wnrse
conditions in several years
caused the track to break up.

McPhee vows that 21l will be
corrected well in advance of
the return of the pacers and
trotters. H
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Buying a car from Lou LaRicha is like having an uncle

BRAND NEW ‘73 IMPALA

3075

Lou LaR he Chevrolet
40875 PLYMOUTH RD.

COUPE

INCLUDES:
Turbo Hydramatic
transmission, power
steesing. power disc brakes

{ACROSS FROM BURROUGHS)

and West share the No. 2 spot
with 6-2 records.

West - toppled Kennedy
carlier in the season, 60-54, but
came up with ils poorest
shooting performance yet this
time around.

The Tigers hit only 15 of 57
from Lhe field for 26 per cent.
At the same time, West held
Kennedy to only 38 shots from
the floor but the Taylor crew
hit for 20 of those 38 for 53 per
cent.

West jumped ahead in the
first minute, 6-2, on buckets by
Mark Kilbouril, Bobby Carr
and Ken Kinsvator but fell
behind after eight minutes, 14-

10.
Kennedy led al the half, 27-

90-73

Borgess (ravels lo St. Mary
Redford Friday and wraps up
the '72-'73 campaign with a
home clash against Shrine
Tuesday. Feb. 13.

22, with the gap narrowing to
four aiter three quarters, 41-
37

West started pressing in the
fourth but ran into [oul
trouble, with Kilbourn, Kin-
svator and Ted Richmond
having four each with six
minules remaining.

“It was a control type of
game all the way said
Babler. “We had our chances
in the fourth but couldn't
capitalize.”

West came up with eight
steals in the fourth but just

couldn't}find the range, being |,
outscored in the last eight *
minutes, 16-12. >

“We can't ‘lose another,”
said Babler. “We have one
thing ‘working in our faver.
Qur last six gamies in the Tri~
River have us at home four ..
times. | .

i

“THIS THING could turn
into a :four-way seramble ..
between Taylor, Cherry Hill,
Schafer:and ourselves.”

West; hosts Melvindale
Friday.i
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clearance sale plices. Eligible mml: are listed below.

tlon extra.
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tils wxact prices and Instaltation

“Applies only l? 1
MODEL
TAB24R1A
TAB30R1A
TAB36R1A i

TAB4A2ZR1A
TAB48R1A & B |
TABE0R1A

972 models listed below:

* CAPACITY
BTUH- PRICE
24,000 $385.
30,000 485.
36,000 555.
42,000 670.
48,000 710,
60,000 870,

Now Available. . . Service for 5 Years

you can prolit from specis! clearance sale prices on many 1972 model GE conual air cond!
tioners. You'll get fomous Grqdwy festurs includingthe excusve GE Climatur compresscr » maruoll aperated bvo
i~ heat transfer surlaces. Call todsy 1o arrange your summer comfort st
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TAB30R1A Shown

1st YEAR (from date of Installation): Your author-
Ized GE Central Alr Conditioning dealer will provide
service and labor and GE furnishes parts. NEXT 4
YEARS: Parts and service labor required as a result
of normal use can be covered by the purchase of
GE's National Service Conlract. The current cost

for service pravided by an authorized GE sarvlcsr
(parts and [abor) during normal ‘working hours is
$109.00 for GE's 18,000 through 42,000 BTUH sys- !
tems. See contract for details of coverage and ex- B
clusions.

Lall your GE ' L‘anlral Air Conditioning Dealer for his exact prices and installation charges.-

32235 W. 8 MILE, LIVON

NITES:UN1-5139 ' - . . |

1A .

CALL: 477-4303 Co .
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