By TOM DONOGHUE
Sports Editor

The Northwest Suburban
four-way basketball tangle
has been halfway untangled.
The race has narrowed to two
teams.

. Westland John Glenn has
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ranklin Cager

have two league matches
remaining.

The defending champion
Patriots |trave] to Oak Park
Friday and wrap up the cam-
paign with a'tiome clash with
Glenn the' following Friday.-
March2}

Glenn j:

with a 7-1 record, with the
Patriots at 6-2.

Franklin knocked Nort
Farmington out of contention
with a come from behind vic:
tory, 59-57, to hand th
Raiders their fourth defeat t

match their four wins. s at North Farming-
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The Suburban Eight basket
ball race is all but over.
Just when it appeared thal
Redford Union ‘was going t
make a run at front-running
Allen Park. the Panthe:
machme and defending Eighf

ions ran smack into
bru:k wall labeled Trento

High.

RU had moved to within on
game of Allen Park b}
beating them on the Panthe}
court, 72-66.

But the 72-66 score came
back to haunt RU three day
later.

*About all [ can sa
we lost the game.” d
Coach Carl Andrews after the
7265 setback that just abqut
settled things in the Suburban
Eight. “We just turned up
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{34) en route| to, two points. Franklin wound up
slipping by or(h 59-57. {Observer photo by

S

RU|won- the Sub 8 last
season with a 10-2 mark. one
of lwo‘ losses coming at Tren-
lon,sa—&'«

“It \\as the same ol" story

flat. We vxerenl up and Tren-
ton was."

The setback places RU pn
shaky ground now in the
quest for second place. The

Panther$ ‘stand 9-3 behipd this ume added Andrews.
Allen Park’s 10-1. Behind RU  "“They, are tough at home.™
comes Plymouth at 84 and RU clobbered the same S.'

Bentley at 6.
Andrews is in his sece
vear of coaching at RU an¢

on team earlier. 93-71.
Panther court.
ton came out flying to

Trenl
on th
Trel
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already hovering over a jinx jump o a 2512 first quarter
while playing at Trenton. lead sith Jeff Lutz scoring 12
“When I first started at U, PO

Thal first quarter was
reall\ something.” said An-
drews. “Everything started
falling in for them and I knew
we were in trouble.”

‘Things quieted down in the
second period with both clubs
hitting for 11 points and Tren-
ton was sitting on a 36-23 half-
time margin.

Trenmn outscored RU in the
third!quarter, 18-17. to carry a
5440 lead into the last eight
minues and the Panthers had
their| back to the wall but
gave|it one last shot.

With three minutes
remaining. RU had sliced it
downi to five points. But Tren-
ton's Steve Spaldsbury hit two
from 25 feet out and the
margin was back up to nine

GC Wes
I

everyone warned me about
playing at Trenton.” said An-
drews. “They said anything
can’ happen there no mafter
how good a club you have.’

About everything has Hap-
pened to RU there in its {wo
games in two seasons.

TRENTON {72)
FG F

The Tri-River basketball
race which featured a four -
way first place tie two weeks
agol narrowed to three last
week and then dropped to 2
t\\o—\\ay tie when Garden City
West fell to Southgate
Schifer, 5349.

Now Taylor Kennedy and
Schafer remain tied for the
Nn' 1 slot with 92 marks.
\Vesl slipped out of the top
berth for the first time and
sports an 8-3 record.

West still has Southgate.
Riverside and Cherry Hill on
tap. Schafer has to play Crest-
wood and Melvindale, while
Kefinedy has Cherry Hill and
Crestwood left. Then Schafer
and Kennedy meet in the
sedson finale.

|

TIGER COACH Chris
Babler is looking to take the
Tri-River crown.

“1 still think an 11-3 record
is going to win this thing,”
sald Babler. “We can't lose
another and have to hope for
Cherry Hill to, beat Kennedy
and for Kenaedy to beat
Schafer.”

"*“We had our chances
against Schafer.’’ added
Babler.
wasn't dropping for us.™

West got off to a good first

field and leading 14-12 after
one quarter and 29-% at the
half.

nected on 12 of ‘32 from the
floor.

Mark Kilbourn was the
sparkplug to the Tiger first
half with 11 of his 15 points.

“But the ball just }

half, hitting 11 of 25 from the 1.

SCHAFER, meanwhile, con- X

THE PATRI
get by North t
race.

*We hang
Franklin Coa

0TS just did
remain in the

ough,”" said
h Bob Visser
whose Patriots stand 10-6
overall. “‘Glenn stands a
chance of getting knocked off
by North.”

*North is oul
they could pla;
that could surp!

GLENN
Raiders in the
64-50.

“But we are not looking for
any help," said Visser. “We
can do it ourselves and I
would like to see this go down
to the last game.

North's second loss to
Franklin was|a hard one for
Coach Ken Dean to take.

They lost to Franklin earlier
on the North ¢ourt, 5251, and
now by two points.

Their other league losses

i

of it now and
a loose game
ise Glenn.™

ESTED the
first meeting,

rs RU
2-66

and the RU park dampened
in the closing seconds.

RU finished 23 of 64 from
the floor for! 36 per cent and
lost the rebo{mdmg battle, 37-

.8

They beat us on the board-
" said the RU coach. “‘They
went after the ball. Trenton
isn't bxg hutithey had a lot of
desire.”

“It was vgr) apparent that
we didn't board well," added
Andrews. “Petsch was high
for us with elght

“The race is over.” said a
dejected RU coach. “I can't
envision Allen Park losing two
more. They may lose against
Bentley but not against any
other.”

The setback gives RU a 14-3
overall showing and Andrews
is now showing concem over
what the disneartening defeat
will do to his cagers.

*T hope this doesn't take the
wind out of us for the state
tournament,"* said Andrews.
1 really think the kids will
make a comeback.”

Andrews and his cagers will
find out in the two final home
games with Dearborn this
Friday and Bentley the
following week, March 2.
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n Tri-River

Race, 53-49

West Iut the first bucket of
the second hali to push the
margin to 31-26 and then
missed on three straight
scoring opportunities. Before
the Tigers knew what had
happened, Schafer had slipped
ahead, 32:31.

Schafer'led after three qua-
rters. 41-38.

But with 2:41 remaining, a
shot jumper by Kilbourn not-
ched it at46-all.

Ken Hammond then popped
in two quick two-pointers for
Schafer jand West couldn’t
make a comeback, especially
with 64 rebounding ace Ken
Kinsvator on the bench. Kin-
svator fouled out with 6:03
remaining,

West hlt only 20 of 56 from
the field for 35 per cent. while
Schafer popped in 24 of 48 for
50 per cent.

THE TIGERS did
outrebound Schafer. 32-23.
Kilburn hauling in nine.
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were to Glenn by five and to
Thurslunl by eight.

DEAN: KNEW this was the
year forizhe Raiders to make
waves in the Northwest with
four of hw starters back, but
the bal] just didn't seem to
bounce ius way.

“We virln‘( deserve to win,”
said Dean whose Raiders
stand EI 8 overall. “I died
some with that loss. We
missed {hree easy layups and
you |usl can't do that when
you play a team with the
same ahlllly

The calls just weren't
commg our way,”’ added
Dean. $We-only had five free
throws [and Franklin finished
with 26, It didn't balance oul

Franklin jumped ahead, 3-0,
on a three-point play by Kevin
Kasetal but North fought back
to take an 8-7 lead. The
Patriots then scored the last
six pomts of the first quarter
on Kaseta and Jeff Water-
stone buckets and two free
throws by Tim Fischer.
Franklm was up, 138.

The | Patriots went up by as
much as seven in the second
pcnod North’s Dave
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Ellsworth and Mike Daley
each pluked\ up their third
foul.

Dean Icnocked over a chair
on the bench and the Raiders
came back to life with Kim
Parker popping in a pair. It
was sliced to 28-26 Franklin at
the half.

A BUCKET by Parker tied
it at 30-all early in the third
period. The‘lead then ex-
changed hands seven times
and North ]umped ahead at
the end of three, 44-41.

With 5:36 remaining,
Ellsworth fouled out for North
and Kaseta made good two
from the line to put Franklin
back in command, 47-46.

Tim Gasior sparked a
Raider spurt! with two quick
baskets and Franklin fell
behind, 5249, with 3:55 left.

With two minutes remain-
ing, Jim Foster missed a
layup that would have given
North a three point lead. In-
stead, Franklin got the ball

bucket by Jeff Waterstone,
North missed on its oppor-
tunity and|Parker fouled
Fischer. ’
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and the lead, 55-54, on a .

s Nlp North 59-57

“We just ‘don’t foul that
much,” said Visser, whose
squad hit 19 of 26 from the
free throw line while- North
was five for five. “In fact we
got called for more fouls than
we actually committed, and [
thought North was called for
fewer fouls than they actually
committed.”

“Qur kldS kept their head in
the game." explained Visser.

Franklin won the reboun-
ding battle. 33-30. Kaseta
hauling in 13. This was
Franklin's 10th win against
six defeats. and the seventh
victory for the Patriots by less
than four paints. B

The Patriot 6-6 center pop-
ped in two from the line to
push the margin to 57-54, 1:19
remaining. i

PARKER CAME down
court for North, drove up the
middle and was fouled on a
shot. The ball dropped in and
he made good the free throw
totie it at 57-all.

Waterstone  then  took
over the controls for Franklin,
dribbling around and through
the Raider defense for two
points.

North was called for
traveling when it got the ball
and the clock ticked away
hopes of toppling the dnfen
ding champions.

N. FARMINGTON (57)

WATERSTONE came up
with the last six points for
Franklin.

North made six more two-
pointers than Franklin, but
lost at the charity line.

‘The Raider hit 26 of 52 from
the floor for 42 per cent while
Franklin connected on 20 of 45
for 44 per cent.

NORTH WAS called for 19 1%
fouls and Franklin only 10.
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