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“That's ~_good,” said Harcourt,
smacking his lips, after his first taste
of the old brandy; “excellent.”

“Does this remind you of any-

thing?” . ! .
“Yes, our little suppers with Jean
‘Fyrades. If any man liked this brand,
was old Jean.. And:to think that
b'aék here againl
5. |

“hé may never come
 We were old: friend:

“That shows much he thought

how
ou, ked Merseins, “for it
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SYNOPSIS .

ta mun iy discovered in
ted on the dlviding line
estates of -Arthur and
Louis Farades, two brothers. The
police are’ cilled. and upon learning
that the bogly is that of 3. Jean
Farades, an uncle of the two bruthers,
the latter ure accused of wurder,

Puul Merselns, who Is engaged to
the duughtec of Arthur Farades, sets
out to cleur her father of the crime.

Velizay and Merseins find a partly
effaced receipt for 350,000 francs be-
longing to Jean Farades. They go to
a reception given by M, Galesse. Velis
zay finds that he had known_ Mme.
Calesse when she was a dancing girl
in India. He is suspicious of Calesse
and ‘the better. to' get evidence pro-
poses to hini. that they go-into buisie
ness together, ' :

—0-—0-

‘Ihe pollce IOUNA 1T CHEIUUS uiat
the words’ori: the réceipt were half
efaced as though the paper- had
been in the water. K R

The newspapers stated that the

olick had mow: solved the .mystery.
t was evident that Jean Farades
had been murdered by his two neph-
ews, and that Jacques Velizay was
an accomplicé, and in all’ probability
Paul Merseins, the stock broker,
was implicated. .

The victim had brought quite a
fortune with him from India. They
had taken his stocks and bonds
from him, and had given him a re-
ceipt for :same, and later they had
killed evi-

The body
the well loci
between the!

him. The receipt ha
dently fallen in the watey with him,
and the murderers -had not been able
to get it until some days later. The
police failed to understand why they
had not- burned it immediately.

A description of the two men was
sent broadeast, and the police were
on the watch at the frontiers.

“How dreadful! Jacques a mur-
derer!” cried Jeanne when she had
read the papers. L

“And Pgul!” said Valentine.

“1f we tél} the police where they
have gone they will stop them, and
then our fatHers will never be free”

“We can only wait:for them to
return.” Jeanne said, little realizing
all that would happen before that
time. . !

* CHAPTER VII.-
The Villa. |

Mr. Harconrt coked as'red as a
ripe tomato as_he trotted up and
down the green lawn which stretches
hefore the European Hotel in Caleut-

ta. : .

He had just given his head waiter
his order for dinner,-and was think-
ing of it with mo little satisfaction.

He looked up at two (ravelers
about to enter the hotel. - - N
i Bless my soul?” he eselaimed; \if
that isn't,Jacques Velizay.

“Hello; " Mr.  Harcourt!” cried
Jacques. “This season I have come
earlier than usual, because my friend
here,” Paul “Merseins, han{)ened to be
coming by this boat. thought I
would comie -along -and- show--him-
some of the siihts before I get down
to business. Let me introduce you,
Paul, Thisis Mr. Harcourt, the most
*genial hatet proprietor it India”

“Glad to see you here, sir.” said
Hareourt. _sjretchi out his fat,
chubby hand. ““You've arrived just
in time for dinner, sir. 'We have an
excellent menu this evering.”

He led the way into the hotel and
* called a servant, who showed the

ests to two adjoining roonis.
-z“‘.‘Now--.fgr .John-J. Smith” said
Jacqués: ¢ - !

“I shall have to, ask Harcourt
about him, but it is 'difficult to get
him to talk. The only time his tongue
is unloosefied is|when he is eating.”

. TMlet-4isihope he has:not-heard of |
the’ murder.”

“Well know that before we have
finished dinner. ;

The police had been too late in pre-
venting the two men from erossing
the frontier. They had missed the
steamer, but had managed to get
passage on a trading vessel and had
gone up the Suez, and later had

* caught the English boat direct to Cal-

cutta. N

Mr. Hafcourt was sitting down to
his dinner when the two friends en-
terkd the dining room. |

“\Won't ;you sit_down with us?”
asked Jacdues. “It is 50 long since
we have-had a talk. And by the'way,
T have not forgotten to bring,over

that finé champagne that you are so

fond of” . B .
Harcourt beamed and drank off at
a gulp the glass of beer, that was be-

fore him. | .

“You'lliget the barrel tomorrow,:
but I've got a bottlé with me now, so
we'll open it tonight."

When' the dessert wias- plated on
the table, Jacques. poured ‘out the fine

:hampagde
“Here's,
said; Lifti

to jou; Mr. Harcourt,” he
g his glass,
;

o
appears that he was very secretive.”

ends. No one ever knew what
‘he did with his money.?.

“Yes, he had meney. Two or three
hundred  thousand ~ francs,” said
Jacques.

Harcourt burst out laughing.

“Oh, the old humbug! Is that what
he let’s you thin] But there, it is
no business of min 'm talking too
much.” >

Jacques poured out :another glass
of brandy. Harcourt protested, but
finally ‘drank it. He put his elbows
on the table and began te talk.

“It's a good million that he had,
gentlemen. Three hundred thousand
francs was the last amount that he
deposited.  Ah IJean, ;the' old hum-
bug!

A million! Jacques and Merseins
.gasped. Then Jacques, trying to
speak carelessly, said:. .

“He only mentioned to me this
three hundred thousand franes, and
said that it was inyested in English
and French railway shares.”

“Yes, that is so. The rest he had
placed ont bit by bit. He did not even
tell me vith whom he had placed it,
but I ge -to know all the same.”

“1 an’:surprised that he did not
tell yovsbecause he tald me that. he
had ‘hisgbanker here. 'In fact, I am
onriedb ver a little matter congern-
ing himlh We were doing a littie busi-
ness befize 1 started from France,
and Jean¥Farades:told me to go to his
banker Here and he would arrange.
the matter for me. I' came off in such
a hurry that I forgot to ask him for
the address.” )

“Oh, it's John J. Smith, He does
not live far from here.. After dinner;
if vou like, we'll fake & strofl and I'll

n
quarters, of Calcutta
were very quiet. ~Soon: the hotel pro-
prietor stopped before:a’small office
building ‘and pointed to the second

oor.
“Smith's' offices are.there  where
you'see ‘a light in the window,” he

said.
“A light at night in an English of-
fi That is_

ce. is " remarked
Jacques, “Thanks, Harceurt, for
showing us the street, "To,v,norrow

I'll -come down "and .see him.
Harcourt was now very talkative,
and would have continued their walk
until morning. The two friends in-
sisted upon returning; to -the hotel.
‘As soon‘as they were rid of him, they
came to the conclusion that they were
not sleepy, and they slipped out and
made their. way'back to Smith’s offi-
ces. The light was still in the win-

ow.

’51t'§s such an ektraordinary thing
for an Englishman to work at night
in India,” said Jacques—-“it is eodd
to say thé least. “What is it on the
sign—commission agent. Hum! The
same as Calesse. I wonder if Smith
himself is up there? We'll soon see.”

Jacg’ues‘rang the bell. A woman
opened the door. She seemed. sur-
grisedr to see any one at that: late

our.

“We want to see Mr. John J.
Smith," said Jacques. .
. “Mr, S¥ith is only here in the day-

time,” answered the svoman.

“But there is a light in his office,
.and as we have some important busi-
ness we thought that he might give
us a few minutes of his time now.”

The woman seemedi confused. “You
must be making a mistake,” she said.
-“J am sure there is no light there.”

Jacques ook a - Step ” back ™~ and
looked up ‘at the second floor.. The
“light had gone.

“Sorry te have disturbed you,” he
| said. “‘We've made a mistake.” The
woman .closed the door. -

L, “It is hardly likely that 'a . man
sleeps there. We'll wait for him in
this deorway.” .

A quarter of an hour later a man
came out of the building and watked
down the streat. -He was a big man
wWith a-dissipated, bloated face, but
he was well groomed and had the ap-
pearance of a well-to-do business

were hiding. They followed at a dis
tance, hoping that they could learn
whether the man were Smith or not.
He'lit a cigar and walked on to, the
residentlal - quarter- and- entered 2
cafe. A gr
drinking at a_table beckoned to him,

“Hello, Smith. Come over here,”
they called out: .

Smith nodded to thern and said he
was expecting some one, Evidently
the man for whom he was looking
had ‘not arrived, for, he ,sat - down
alone at a table.

Jacques and Paul took 2 seat at the
next table, Toward eleven o'clock a
man came into the cafe and walked
straight up to him. The stranger sat
down and the two men began to talk
in the half-Briglish and half-Hindu

stood. 'Soon Smith pulled out
watch. * L
“Elever-thirty. It's time to be off,”
He_said. - ) ’
He went out with his companion.
Merseins and Velizay follgwed. They

ter and reached ‘the banks of  the

anges. .
.‘,‘Tgb w.is n Bangerous locality,” said

neces:’ Ty, —~
Thy:{ were now in the center of the

ase Express.
., tral

i hird CI:
4 ?

et pogl

ins. In,

d. secopd-
not ddfnitted to
lies In. the fact that It

o pride of the general mian.

full, though no passenger
has a ti

philar.
rawlasa.expreas. on.ihe
st

# third-class express.’ The |.

pays well. (It 18 nlwnylli

ent.
- Now' =nd -agdth
F butst  forth 1atd's weird 'song. The,
f;ll’e!l ‘several taverns whicl

bt tor-a-Journey shorter than

i R

* 200 miles

e - . .

“With his clients, yeg; but not with’|
old !é Jal s

man. < L
" He passed the“doorway where they"

oup of men who were’

patois that -Jacques barely und:ug; " b

-walked .thxaugh the Eurdpean quar-.|

Jacqu . “’(’Set your revq‘ver ready if |:

uarter, where not 8 European |:

ered at his work, and who comes into
the ‘lowest quarters of the city In-
stead of going home to bed. "Seel
The{ are stopping.”"

They had reached.a tract.of waste
round, in the middle of which was a
ow house almost ini ruins, Smith

knocked on the door. : -

“It, looks like;some bandit's den,”
said Paul. e

The door of the hut was opened.

Smith went in with:his companion.
| “FHow can se find out what the
are doing in there’; said Paul.
“They've shut the door, Let us get
s near as we can, We might be able
to.see inside somehow.”

They reached the little hut, Not a
sound coanld be.heard from inside.
They walked around it. i

“We must find out what is going on
inside,” said Paul. “Even if ‘we can’
l\ear them, we ought to get a look at

em. J

“Give me your shoulder,” whisper-
ed Jacques. -“I'm going-to clifib to
the top.” .

Paul bent down, and {n & mdment
Jacques had clambered on the straw
roof which covered the shanty.

There was a tiny skylight in the
roof. Jacques pulled aside some
wisps of straw and peered in.

“Can you “see anything?” asked
Mer‘;eins sofgly from below.

"Ye:

s, Come up. Ill give you a
hand.”
Soon they were both lying on the

roof and able to see clenrly what was
passing inside. ~They were looking
down into a fair-sized room which
was hung with matting. From the
front 'door threa steps led down into
the room. The floor was of earth., ..

Smith and his companion were
standing before a Hindu who was
squatting” on some :cushions. The
walls ‘weré cquered with Strange ob-'
jects—bones and skulls and all the
usual paraphernalia that the Hindu-
fakirs show in'their dens.

“It 1 saw a room like that in Paris
1 should.say that it belonged to a
fake fortune teller,” whispered Paul.

“Yes; it's the same sort of thing,”
answer®l Jacques, “only they are
more numerous and exercise more in-
fluence _aver people here than they
do in Europe. . The-poor place im-
plicit faith in these men.”

“Also rich Europeans, from the
ook of it.” remarked Merseins dryly.

“They have not come to have their
fortunes told. These men sell terrible
poisons. That is what makes them so
feared—their knowledge of various
poisons against which no physician
ean do anything.” .

“Perhaps they have come after
some poison tonight.” N

The canversation between the Hin-
du and his two visitors became very
animated. From the roof it was im-
possible to hear what they were say-
ing, but it could plainly be seen that
they were asking the Hindu for some-
thing that, for some reason or other,
he seemed loathe to give. .

They continued to argue. Finally
the Hindu took a small vial from be-
neath his robe and Showed it to his
visitors. Smith stretched out his hand
to take it, but the Hindu drew back
the bottle and held out his other
hand. Again there was a discussion
between the three mien.

“He's driving & bargain. He's 2
smart -business man,” whispered
Jacques. .

But it<was not the price to which
Smith was objecting; he hesitated to
purchase the contents of the vial sole-
ly on the Hindu's word. The truth
was that he wanted to have what was
in the bottle demonstrated.

At first the Hindu was stubborn.
Then, after further talk, he got up
from his cushion and called to a little
dog that had been sleeping near him.
Sanith handed the Hindu some mpney;
‘this was evidently the price of the
.dog. The Hindy tock & small pan
and put a small piece of dough in it,
and poured out a few drops of the
‘liquid which the bottle contained.

.The dog swallowed what was given
to’him; in a few moments the animal
was rolling on the floor in convul-
sions. The attack passed; the Hindu
poured a few more drops inta the
.dog's mouth; it had another attack;
then rolled over, dead.

“That's conclusive enough,” whis-
pered Merseins.

“T'd give something to know what
he wants that, for,” replied Jacques
in the same low tones.

Smith then paid for the bottle of
poison, and he and his companion left
the hut. Jacques and Paul remained
lying flat on the roof for a few mo-
ments. They waited until the two men
had turned into the .narrow street
with its miserable dwellings, and then
jumped down. They ran to the top of
"] the street, but Smith and his ‘com-
panion had disappeared.

i“He’s gone,” said Paul.

;“Bah! We have made some prog-
ress,” Jacques answeted, “We laow
where his_office-is situated, and the
cafe he frequents. e also know
that he buys poison flam a Hindu fa-

kir, and that he pays|well for it. He
knows nothing-whateyer about us; so
we have the advantage.”
“What good is that?”
“Why, we are going to get well’
acquainted. with him. 1 think he is a
downright scoundre], and we can put
.| him in the same class as Andre Ca-
lesse. Rogues are as big fools as any
if you hold out 8 snare to them
a prey within easy reach
of their claws.” . .
. “Are g'ou.guugg to begin that trick,
again of going into partnership?”
“No, but something
agree with me that we
friendly with him, do
i “] wouldn't relish
his table. He might p
stuff he has just b
Ghartreuse, and ‘thal

similar, You
had better get
't you?”

éating a meal at
ur some of that
ught in some
would be the

El

end of us. . B
" “He might do that|if he wanted to
of us.- But we are nothing to
ave have nothing to fear.”

iget rid
im; so

wES seen.. A few white forms | . “Suppose he ghould find out who
glid tealthily slong’ in the dark |:we are and why we are here?”

& \dddds of fhip wall. The night was | - “Wha would tell him?" No “one

[ _knows why we have lcome here,” We

& Hirida ‘should | ‘don’t know vet that this Smith is Ca-

lesse’s accomplice. He may be merely
an anxnninumce; bul. then, on the
other hand,- they may belong. to 2
faag of .drooks ‘who_operate betwe
ndia, -

een
Londor: snd Paris. If this is.
the_case, it is here we shall solve the
A m{it_e‘ry._ If we want.to get friendly
with- Srith, we must make ‘up ‘our
niinds to losa sore money, and a fair®
sm;a at that. “:Arce-you willing to do
01" . i *

“How much do You think?"
. “Five thousand apiece will do. We
will place it with him; but we may
make up our minds in advance that

we shall never sce it again"" «
was.not a breath of air, Few people
in Calcutta cared'to brave the torrid
heat; put Jarques was all eagerness
to see'John J, Smith and have a talk
with him. Five minutes before, from
-the windows of their hotel they had
seen him pass down the street.

“We can never go in such -heat,”
groaned Merseins. “I am ‘sure, he
~won't be doing any business today.”

“I bet he has gone to his.office to
get his mail. i
our ‘boat last evening,” said Jacques.

On the veranda of the hotel they
saw Mr, Harcourt.” He was lying én
a lounge, his head covered with a wet
cloth. ~ A small colored boy kept off
the flies with a large fan.. Some iced
drinks stood on a table near by.

“You mean to say that &u are
going out in this heat!” he~cried,
-when he caught sight of the two
friends leaving the hotel.

“Business,” said Jacques_ laconi-
cally. . .

“No one does business in Calcutta
at this hour.” :

“Excepting ourselves.”

A quarter of an hour later they
reached the building where John J.
Smith & Co. had their offices. They
went up to the second floor and found
the name on & brass plate. In the-
various offices there were no signs of
life.. The doors were all open; but
only 4 porter oran office boy was left
in_charge. ‘ .

It was fhe same in Smith"& Co.'s
office. In the first room, where there
was only a desk and a chair, they
found an office boy fast asleép.

“If Smith is in his office af this

esting_ that takes him there,” said
Merseins.” From the looks, it seems
that he is the orily man about here
who works.” -

They took care not to wake the
office boy; they crossed 2 passage.
then passed through ta offices, and
stood before a door bearing the
words:

Private Office
JOHN J. SMITH

Jacques had no seruples; he delib-
erately stooped down and glued his
eye to the kevhole. Smith was seated
with his back to the door. He was
carefully reading a long letter. Sud-
denly he struck his fist on the table

in anger. - .

“The fool!” he cried. Beside him
on the table was a cablegram. ..

“T'd like to know what that letter
contains,” whispered Jacques. “T'll
continue to watch him, and you knock
on_the door. |

Merseins knocked. Smith jumped
from his seat. He thrust the letter

et, and then called out:

“Come in!"”

The two friends entered the room,
bowing. affably. Smith stared ha
at them, as though trying to recog-
nize them.

#To whom have I the
speaking ?” he inguired.

“We knocked at your door without
being announced, because your office
boy was asleep and it seemed a pity
to wake him,” said Jacques.

“One does not expect any one in
the offices at this hour. The busi-
ness men of Caleutta knock off work
during the ‘hottest part ‘of the.day.”

“They are lazy; but I see that you
are an exception to_the rule”

“To whom have I the honor of
speaking ?” asked Smith for the sec-
ond time.

“Let me introduce my friend to you
—Mr, Paul Merseins, on the . Paris
Bourse,” replied Jacques: “And my
name is Jacques Velizay, a/lso from

St

henor of

aris. K
“In what way can I serve you?”,
«My friend is accompanying me on

a trip. i

Tndia—"'

Smith interrupted him.

“Are you flot the buyer who does a
great deal of business in India for an
important house in Paris?”

“The same, sir.”

“] have heard of you, and am very

pleased to make your acquaintance.”

The Englishman seemed more
agreeable. He asked his visitors to
be seated.

\_“‘can retirn the compliment,”, re-
fed  Jacques, smiling. “We have
often heard friends in Paris speak o
: This is why. we Called.
o are they, may 1 ask?"- "~
«Sotne good, friends of" yours, I
believe—M, and- Mrmie. Calesse—An-
dre Calesse.” . SR

“Indeed} You know: them 2
There; Wag:an amhbiguous gmile on
acques ré-

B

the Englishman’s face-85:J;

pledi e .
- “Qh, iyes; -we spent ‘several -even-
inge with them etore we left France.

T inténded to-ask M:iGalesse to give
me £ Jetter of intreduction-to you,
but I had nbt the time.”
“Yor-came away.hurriedly?” . ..
«Ypg: : At: first 1.had 7io-intention
of coming. with.myfriend. -1 thought
that'l;'{shpnld_ {hi;"co;m;g rtt:i “India
againifer: my firm, but certain con-
cgas'onn_ that T asked: have been ré-
fused, e, g0;1 decided tor tempt for=
tune;on my 0wn BCCOUR! RN
“At first

ou¥hr of-'going "into
STtnETE th M. Calesse, but our
Easiness yelations. {gr.the. timé: being
twve been brakes, It is a. question of
capital Wl €

agree. ¥ 2
_“Tf my-commekeial influence can be
have only to
n

of :any. use w,w\g, yo
commpnd: e, Said-Joh
“You are very obligin i

They* - talked for.- afes
about:thae :commerce: fh- India; then
Merseins interrupted to say=:..

“Mr. Smith might:adviseing ab

out

craeins: .
“Ag we ara govk through central
inued Paul, “we do not

Iudia,” contil
want to take with us more money
than is' strictly necessary. ~So we
_{hought of Jeaving some with you.”
"‘an ghmch?"ﬂ :
rFive thoussn
that ft Jacques?”
“} suppose you have -an-g

francs apiece. Isn't
t or

burse this sum to us when we get

v odgulk

credit

there?.-You could give.us.a letter of
to that effect?” SO
I’ .
i
i

The next, day was scorching. Thera |

The letters came in on"

hou, it is evidently semething inter- .

and cablegram quickly into his pock-. -

We are going through central -

banker in Kashmir who could Teim-| i

‘‘Oh, certainly. 1 haye an dgent in
Kashmir. |The matterican be easily
""{replied Smith.
Jacques ppened his note book and
took out five notes of{one thonsend
rancs, Paul did the same, and the
| ten thousahd francs were handed to
the commission agent, who beamed on
these new clients' who were ready to
confide sudh a respectable sum into
his keeping
“Then” that is all
Jacques. |“We shall
about two or three we
and we cah get the m
cantinue our journey.
carrying lirge sums of
me;”
“We areiexpecting sgme more’cash
from Frande. Our families are send-
ing about ififteen thousand in all.
Now, astwe shall have|left Calcutta,
we thought of telling our people to
address the letters to ug here in your

right,” said
e 'in Kashmir
ks from now,
oney ‘there to
I do not like

money with

rtainly! You say about
usand will | come? Very
Il give you |a receipt for
ousand,” said Mr. Smi
tter of credit on your agent
will be sufficient.”
“T'll write it at once.l i
t down at his desk, aék-
the receipt of the money,
the letter to his agent.
it to his clients, then put
velope and ! handed it to

nowledged
and wrote
He showed
it in an e
Jacques.
“I hope,

, bly, “that y
ta at once.]
“No;_we|
here. We
 week”
“Then, u

he said affa-
aving Caleut-

|gentlemen,”|
‘ou are not I

shall spen

] a few days
are leaving

he end of the

inti! you start on your
will ocrmit mé to do the
Calcutta 2"

and Veliza
d pleased.

ct ask yor
eave your h

Merseins
fiattered arf
“1 do o
Smith, “to
know voun|
but I insist
house, and
home there,
The two
assured hirp
to_put hinj
middle of
ually:
i “If you
you' ean do.
“Write?
“For th
you are ha;
“Oh, the

looked very
" - exclaimed
tel, because T
g men like ‘their liberty;
that you miake useof -my
make yourselves quite &t

friends thai
that they
to any tre
is polite ta!

ked him, but
wonld not like
uble. - In the
k he said cas-

te- to. France,

want to wri
desk.”

it here at m
What for 707, )
test of the money that
bing forward re."

ed hel
re is no occasion just now;
we cardo that Iate'r."L :

Smith smiled, but’ it was easy to
see that this reply did not please
him, |
“41 hope [you will djne with me te-
night,” he continued. ‘l‘l have a little
business vo finish, and then T will
‘come round to your -hotel.. You are

arty

probably at the European? .
© . 4Yes” replied Jacques; “I always
stay therel’ |»
“Very well; I'll come around after

business, and we will| dine at my
home. [ hhve a villz on the Gan%{ "
Jacques pnd Paul had expected is
+invitation, [and they were pleased to
alone to talk it over. At the foot
of the stairs Merseins took out his
handkerchief and wiped his eyes.
“Good Lord! What's the matter?”
asked Jacques. | .
“I'm weeping for the loss of our
ten thouszhd francs. IWe']l never see

them again. 1o -

“Did yon notice how eager he was
_to have |that letter sent off to
France?” inquired Jacques.

“Parbleu!
he has go

“Yes; he

Once this letter is sent,
vs.”

has only tq give us a little
of his Chartreuse to appropriate the
ten thoushnd francs| already given
and the fifteen thousand that is com-

tical man 1s Smith,” .said

t we havel:wt vet proved
Calesse's accomplice.”

ent to their hotel and
into their| dinner suits.
ol the receipt that Smith
them out of the coat that
t thrown off, and placed it
pocket in the lining of his

vest. .
It is spfe there,”” he remarked to.
Merseins. !
| Night |was falling when Smith
strolied into the gardens of the Euro-
pean Hotél., Jacques and Paul were
waiting for ‘him. . | N
“Why did you change your suits?”
he exclaimed.” “There’s no ceremony.
be quite alone.”
xedo is much, cgoler than
ats,” said Jacques.
ide you not to leave any im-
pers round your rooms,” he
s not safe in a hotel.”
have not done so!” replied

1 .

They walked down the street to-
ward the quays.

“My villa is_on the other side of
the river)” said Smith. “We will
cross in-my boat. I have it here.”

hen they reached the quays he
pointed' oyt to them an elegant little
junk covered with an awning, upon
which thd" letter “S” stood out in a
decorative motive in red and gold:
Hindus i3 white costumes held the
oars. Standing in the bow of;the boat
was a man ing orders. They yec-
ognized him as the man who had been
with Smith the night before. They
took their seats along'the comfort-
able cushions and began to chat upon
the customs and habits of the Hindus,
The junk|glided between. the numer-
ous boatsion the river.

“You see I live outside Calcutta,”
said Smith; “here we are now.”

p so suddenly that the can-
r which they were sitting
mplctely over and fell on
nd his companion. Smith
tside the awning, but the two
und themselves entwined in
rd, and silk hangings. °
minute—1Tl get you out!”

h, o
denly the boat began to
ently. Jacques ‘and Paul
to throw, off the canvas
red them; then there was a
the boab capsized. The
and the :two ‘passengers
struggling in the water.
> two fncntds 1:«%;]| hear ckli‘e
commission agent, apeaking ; quickly
b in the Hindu patois. Then
“to them;that their arms
were. seized. beneath ..

the deptel? cried
- i

th, [[there?

He kickdd out'violently and struck
with his fift. Merseins did the same
to the Hindu who seemed to be trying
to pull him GT

“Strike pe€sto midstream!” cried -
WJacques. In
did them
water. Hery
at their_ha

“That

predit, they reached deep
e there was nothing to pull
dhds and feet.

s an odd sort of accident,”
Ins, “I'd like to know what
af. Smith.”

said Mersel
has becom:

eoming out of the

1t was so. The commissién agent
'was " just ‘émer, from. the water.
He 'looked labout him and queStioned’
iszmen; who ‘begait. to gather about
hirg:© Theh he caught sight of his
twa. guestsiin midstrenm:. He quickly
igave orders for the men to row out
ito them. He got into the boat. Mer-
|seins and Velizay saw him coming to-
i wa with some little apprehen-

:sion, . . N
- When they were near the commis-
sio} t|called out gaily:
“What are vou two playing at out
You know I am responsible
: for your lives. When my boat cap-
sizes you go and swim out: at large,
If the curtent had drawn you in we
should never have seen you again.”
He held out an oar, to each of
[ them; in & few seconds they were .
back in the boat. '
“This rced grass on the river is
terrible!” daid i
The two friends made no reply.
g}ns time ithey landed wiilhnuc mis-

aps. ]

. “You.seq,” remarked Smith, “there.
was no otcasion for you to have
.changed: your suits; now: you will
have to wear what you.can get. It is
too. fate fér you to réturn to your
hotel. I'll lend vou something to put
'

on,

He pushi
which ™ 'wa
plants: In
the house.
,of English

d open a large iron' gate
covered * with . climbing
he aistance they could see
It was a curious mixture
and Hindu architecture.
[ Before the wide veranda stretched
La beautiful green lawn; the garden
sloped geptly from the house down to
the Gan£s. It was ornamented with
rare flowers and plants. In a stream
which came from the rivdk, winding
in and out of the grounds, were some”
aquatic birds ducking ‘their guady
plumage. |

“Why, vou live like a raja!’ ex-
claimed Jaggues

To Be Continued.
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o
Woman's Death Recall

b Time When
Indidns’ Harassed t

1 Who

city there passed away, atithe age of

73 years; a noble woman who,wis iden-

tified withthis western®countzy since

her glrliodd days. The dealh-of this

fine' pionedr woman is belhig mourned

by seven. children and..a .large circle
sory

of friends.| Mrs. ouise House

Utica, N.-Y.rbut-left. there iwith Ther
parents for Iowa City, la, when she
was 12.yedrs old: .1t.was.only a few
years' later] that she-set out
family for $plt Lake City, making the
trip acrqs- the plains _with an ox
freight trajf. They reached the city
on the day: of tiie laying of the corner
stone of tlie Mormon: Temple.

In the fqll of 1864 the House family
came to Deuver from: Salt 'Lake City,
and the daghter remained in this clty’
untii the following year, when she was
.married to Louis Scherrer. Her honey-
moon avas pent on the plains in a trip -
made i ol covered wagon to ‘Omaha,
Neb. | . v

It was.an unusual honeymoon. The
Indlans were on the warpath and the
Government required that companies
of mot léss than 100 men should be
formed before they were permitted to
pass the federal post at Fort Morgan.
The gnde'r of the band, with which

the bide dnd her husband made their
trip tdid the federzl authorities when
they reaclied the fort that their band
was 101 men strong, for he had found
-out that Mrs. Scherrer was able,to
load and shoot as aceurately as’ any
of the meq. S

Before the company reached Jules
burg many evidences of Indian depre-
dations were seen. Ranch houses had
been burned by the score, and near
each scené of battie dead white men
and thelr jred foes were lying. oo the
ground. When they finally reached.
Julesburg Ithey found thé Indians had
raided thg post two days before ‘and
burned it.| The few soldiers who had
been stationed there had been killed
or taken prisoners by the lndians.

On arriylog at Omaha they outfitted
again and crossed ‘the plains with
treight fot the United States Govern-
ment to old Fort Collins, which’at that"
 time was B Government post occupied
by a stropg force of troops. In the
fall Mr. and Mrs. Scherrer returned to
Iowa, lociting on 4 farm near lowa
City., There they remained until 1875,
when they agaln crossed the plains,
this time; with horse teams. They
bought a ranch near Bennet, Col, on
the Kiowa creek, and there Mr. Scher-
rer dled i 1891, His widow removed
ta "Denvef two years later and has
since resided hgi'e‘

;| A Substitute.

Irish w1t s as excelfent as it Is pro-
verbial. ‘A writer in the Mariners
Adrocate tells the story of a ship doc-
tdr on sn Epsglish liner wno notified
the deathjwafeh steward, a Hibernlag,
that a man had died in stateroom for.
ty-five.  The usual /Instructions to
bury the| body were given. Some
hours later the, doctor peeped iuto
the room and found that
was still there.

He called the matter to the atten-
tion of the Irishman, who replled:

“1 thought you sald room fortyslx.
I wint In' there and sen .wan of thim
in a b }kx ‘Are yo dead? says L
“No,! w he, ‘but ‘I'm pretty” near

* HoiT was- getting ready’ to.
= "

Scherrer, the deceased, Was born fn °

afew swift strokes, which . -

the body -
: [

-




