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! dopt the habics iicn pne | then get the receibh said Jacaues; | hdende. Smith sent that letter to | bis, Tome are twe unknown sailors | gl P importance to say to you!
P “hy head is whirling, and you Jook | Calesse, in O be said e was | : “Smith's valet is here,” he mur- | leit: they have not long to live.” g o room  Was crovwded

fike a man who has dined not wisely
but too well. We'll have some. of
tpis.” T B
FThey helped themselves to some

paying back the loan, so that Ca-
Jesse could account for the posses-
sion of the shares that he was going
to rob from his client.”

LuSmith's et e eyt be Tar | “That s all aight; they will do. | savoral |witnesses,

rreds ontr “Fhey  tinned ‘the girl || Naw sou g0 to thy door 1d tell the | Sererat l;;;g;;s:s-h‘;;dsog“g,,j“:,qf;
O Wurtied back to the quays. |'police who are knocking that tie | AT e" excise officer "had giver?
Thore they found themisclves face| tne Men ‘who ruthed in here tan | (T teltimony. > e

i . Two yaung- girls dressed in‘_bluc
gauze came into the room, carrying &
tray which held a coffee servis

., . young ghegress followed them! and | - They. ! rob from his | '

%?ace% ef%r:cach ‘gucst anvio4. fhat | 1 ;nmonia and soon their heads were | “Yes, it is quite clear now,” Paul | to face with Smith, who had just | minutes ago have been  stricken e arad | oar et

' was already, filled, i .z':,-r 4nd they felt only an intense °bs?{wcdr}\ ‘b de old T roturned from telephoning to “the | with chnlemland that they will die” | !bmchmgat‘f:;g Etsw Z“sga?fs”mi;
Y, il if : ‘grigue. “He must have made ol ean . “Yery well” usbant J v

You will- pardon me if T do'not A police very vel not in {he court room. They werer

dine with him at his place at Passg.
Ho evidently met him after Jean
had passed through the gates ‘of
Boulogne, apd then drove him to his
place i hid carriage. _After he had
drugged him.he and Pecheret conld
have dragged him through the
woods to th? well in Farades gar-
3

With him was+a portly constable Jacques and Paul foltowed him,
whom ke had met on the way. They | holding their revolvers close to his i
ere hemmed .in. Giredet was at | head to lct him know that it would |- SIS, . H :
tha back,  In the distance they could | not do for i hotray them. They | _ Veiizds and Merseins had, brought
<ee the French steamer coming into reached the door; the superintendent Fadejahi. She had came to the court
port. They were ‘onty a few yards| unly opened the little window. hduse _because Jacques ‘had asked
from -their enemies. . Several golice officers had now ar- her. - Jacques quickly told M. Beau-

“We 'have nothing of .importance jved. | liéu all: that they had disegvered in
in -our suit-cases,” said Jacques hur. “Give up those men who came in Calcatta. He placed the jaccusing
redly; “throw -yours full at Smith} here ust now,” called” out one in Vettors (and reccipts in his hands.
ER4 YA shy mine at the constablg” | authority. . They went back to the eolirt:room.
They flung the va&isesg: the faces| “It is not woith while” answered | | Qutsitle the” door stood Valentine

. follow (your exam g

s Jnc:ues'. R ’ | or. . They took him-by the feet
. i made & sign to his friend hat to || d shoulders and carried him into
touch the pipe. He got up fr im hig | he next’ room and locked the door
. Smith wanted to st0p him.)- ppon him. _Then they crept softly
. “Exeuse fe. I'll be back in 4 min- (Wleng the passage-—careful not to
H . ute. P'll get my own cigarettes; T am ‘arousq the sleeping household. Whén
] s0 accustomed to French tobacgo ithat they entered the dressing room they
’ 1 do not think I could smoke anything found, their garments gFrend out_on
else.” | 1 . chat ~they were still damp, but

He was already at the other end of { they quickly got into them.
the room, and disappeared down:the |+ ‘*AS they were So eager to search
passage by. which he had entered. our_pockets 1 think we are justified

] /in daing the same, said Jacques.

§ hi i v . e
. Jeeaues Tound the disgslaf ST 1< They iwent ifth Smith's bedroom
2 h

is 7} “Bai Girodet was struggling on the i
te in this?'| “kaid i ggling cing up and down the |corridor

oz

“Yes, we can return to France
now, and to Valentine and Jeanne.”
They took all .the papers that
would throw a fight ah the mystery
and hurried to’ their hotel. In Jess
than ten minutes they were on their

way to the quays, followed by ;twe
hotel porters carrying their , suit-
cases. . <

“If we can get same sort of boat
that will ‘take us as far as Ceylom;
there we can take passage on 8
Frenth steamer and, in that manner
get back to Marseilles.”

A skipper from a-sailing -boat-was
sauntering .up the quays, his. hauds|
in his pockets, and his pipe .in, his:!
mouth, He was looking seaward.

.of the two men and then ashed | the -man_in charge of the lazar- | shd Jeanne. The girls |gave 2
headlong down the streat. Soon aj house. “Théy caught the cholera at startled cry when they saw their
. vellingcrowd teok ‘up the cry and| once and_ the disease is rapidly | fiiends and then, regardiess of the
shouted—"'Thieves! Thieves!™ " - | gaining. ”’I‘h'ey won't live through| looks of those around them, they

flung lv.hemse\ves into the|arms
e e 5 moment to fook back.|  Girodet, und, Smith : drew hack | teir lovers: i

They had had a good start and soon.| from the ‘open, Window. Their faces | | H . ‘ .

the ooting crowd seemed to be de-| were g6y, Wb {eag The: polics| | *We thought you were dead. We'
crensing—then gradually their yells also drew hastily away. \ read that you had died of jcholera,”
et the two Tugitives con”| - rWe're saved,” murmured Paul. Nthey said brokenmly between their

where they Kad changed’ 3
* The'door}w:s s\ighxglv.sju, and.he.|.and found the suit he had worn.
Pk could sec.a man whom Smith had: They turned on the light, and
. . previously " called. Girodet, %nd who; . searchied his pockets. After some
* .. had been in charge of the boat, tur- +trouble- they found an inside pocket ]
: ing oyer his garments. The ockets).carefully buttonedy and lined, with
- were inside out. V. i /leather. In this they found his note¥
. L “Sapristi! That scoundrel i giving') book..  They: opened it gnd turned:
fop much _attention to our wel -over the papers one by one.
clgthes,” Agid Jacaups. “Thinking thaty . Ah, here iﬁ sqmething interest-
T it would be best to pretend inot to ing!” exclaimed Paul> - . i
have seen him, he knocked lightly of¥ gg held, u) q‘_st.nmperlll nnstqgg;a
! R

The two friends ran'-on, mever the might.

tinued on ‘their mad course. Be- “;l'hey \;vﬁill never leave here alive,” | \epbs, i i
said an official to Smith, “so there is| ) Fadej: < ed " larzel
.nothing we.can do, They have the /JL_a:g??hv?exfd “:&,‘;’ﬁ“‘,ﬁc’:saﬁﬁ
Tt was_surrounded by ‘& _gard cholera;"so that is the cad of them.’ | then 4n the: face of the man she
closed by ' brick wall. They das\;eq Smith, however, seemed. loath -t 1 , iueed on anotber p‘.‘;' 31

{he door before entering. rectipt which was: worded
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