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CHAPTER VIiI—Continued.
H

“Well, the last 1 recelved only 8

. fortnight ago. [f you wiil walt 2 mo
ment 1 whl go and get It. It was €0
strabge that I haven't destroyed it.”
And she went out, and [ heard by
ke the frou-frou of her skirts that she
was ascending the stalra

After five minutes of breathless anxl-

ety she reloined me, and handing me
the letter to read. sald:

“It is not 1n ber handwriting—I won-

der why"

The paper was of {oreign make, wWith
€3 ruled In squares. Written
12 a hand that was evideatly forelgm,
the wmistakes In the orthography
sasy. was the fellowing curious

A
you chee ax

sands be-
howuver, it
1 you receive

orate triend,
ELMA

“A very strange letter, Is it not™” re-

rearked the girl at my side. “1 can't

t ut Tou see there 1s no ad-

make It
dress. but the postmark {a Russian.
She i3 evilently In Russia”

“la Fizland,” 1 rald, examining the
stamp and making out the post town to
be Abo. “Bat have sou been to Lon-
don asd executed this strange commis-

0. We are goiag up next week. 1
atend to call upon this person named
Woodroffe.” N

1 made ro remarx. He was, I knew,
abroad, but 1 was glad 2t having ob-
taiped two very impertant clues: first,
the address of the mysterious yachig
man, Woodrofe, alias Hornby, and,
pecondly, ascertalning that the young
girl 1 sought was somewhere in the
vicinity of the town of Abo, the Flo-
nish port on the Baltlc.

“Poor Elmg, you see, speaks {n ber
letter of some secret, Mr. Gregg,” my
ompanion sald “Sbe says she wishes
this Mr. Woodrofte, whoever he is, to
¥mow that she has kept her promise
and has ot divolged it This only
bears out what I have ail along sus-
pected.”

“What are your suspicions?”

“Well, from her deep, thoughtful
manner, and from certaln remarks she
at times made to me, I belleve Elma
13 in possession of some great and ter-
rible secret—~n secret which ber uncle,
Baron Oberg, is desirous of learning.
§ know she holds him in deadly fear—
she 18 In terror that she may inadver-
tently betray to him the truth!”

CHAPTER IX.

Strange Dlsclosurea Ars Made.

The strange letter of Elma Heath,
eombined with what Igdia 3oreton
had told me, aroused within me & de-
termication to favestigate the mystery.
Frory the moment 1 bad landed from
the Lola on that hot. breathless night
at Leghora, mystery had crowded upoa
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mystery until it'was 2ll bewilderlng.
Had Jt put been for the mystery, of it
all=—and mystery ever arouses the bu-
wan curlosity—1 should have given up
uying to get at the truth.
man with some leisure, acd knowing
by that letter of Elma Heath's that sho
was In sore distress, 1 redoubled my
efigrts to ascertain the reaeon of it all.

Yet as o

On leaving Leghorn I had given up

all hope ofytracing the mysterious
yachtsman
the hands §f7the italizn police.
without anjweffort on my own part, I
seemed to B
itable netwc,
of which conbined to,form the most
complete ang remarkable enigma ever

d Had left the matter i
But,

%o been drawn 'Into o ver-
Xk of strange incidents, all

presented i1 . Hfe.
Those S¢ -ember days were full of
anxlety for, ~e. Alone and unaided 1

was trying:-ysolve one of the greatest
of problen®s plunged a5 1 was in o
veritable séf of mystery. I wanted to
see Murlel Lelthcoart, and to question
her further regarding Elma Heath.

Therefore ggain 1 left Euston and,
traveling through the night, took my
seat at the breskfast table at Green-
law next morning.

Sir George, who was sitting alone—
it not belng my aunt's hablt to appsar
enrly—welcomed me, and then in his
bluff manper Eniffed and exclaimed:

“Nice golpgs on up at Rannoch!
Have you beard of them?”

“No. \\‘niu!"'l crled breathlessly,
staripg at him. ~

“Well, it's a very funny story, and
there are o dozen different distorted
versions of it he sald. “But, from
what 1 can gather the true facts are

41t s Noti Her Handwrlting—l Wone
der Why?"

{hese: About seven o'clock the might
before last, as Leithcourt and his houee
party re dressing for dinner, a tele-
gram arrived. Mrs. Lelthcourt opened
it azd at once went off into hysterics,
while her husband, In a breathless
burry, shipped off his evening clothes
agaln and got into an old hlue serge
sult, tossed o fow things into a bag, and
then went along to Muriel's room to
urge ber to prepare for seeret flight”

“Flight!" [ gasped. “What, have
they gone

“Listen, and I'll tell you. The serv-
ants havedescribed the whole aftair

down in tif@viliage, 50 there's no doubt
about it. ¥Leithcourt showed Murlel
the telegrfin and urged ber to fy. At
first she ' fused, but for her father's

sake was duced to prepare to accom-
pany him.. Of course, the guests were
In ignoranto of all this. The brougham
was ordertd to be ready In the stable
yard and not to go round, while Mrs.
Lelthcourt's mald tried to bring the
lady back to her semses. Lefthcourt
himself, It seemed, rushed hither and
thither, selzing the jewel cases of his
wite and daughter and whatever valu:
ables he could place his hand upon.
while the mother and daughter were
putting on their things. As he rushed
down the main staircase to the library,
whero his check book gnd some ready
cash were locked in the safe, he met &
stranger who had just been admitted
and shown into the room. Lelthcourt
closed the door and faced him.  What
atterward tragspired, however, s &
mystery, for two hours later, after he
and the two women had escaped, leav-
ing the house party to their own dlver-
sions, the stranger was found locked
in a larga cupboard and 1nsensible.
The sensation was a tremendous one.
Cowan, the doctor, was called, and de-
clared that the stranger bad been
drugged ahd was suffering from some
parcotic.’ The servant -who sdmitted
him declared that the man had sald
be bad an appoiniment with his m{t

and that no card Wes DeCessary.
however, gave the name of Chater.
“Chater!” I crled, starting up.
you certain of that name?” .
“T'only know what Cowan teld me,
was my uncle’s reply. “But do you
know him
“Not 't all. Only Fre heard that
name before,” I said. “I knew a man
out In Italy of the same name. But
where 18 the visitor now?”
“In the hospital at Dumfrles. They
took him there in preference to leav-
1ng him alone at Rannoch.”
“Aloge?”
“Ot course. Everyone has left, now
the host and hostess have slipped off
without saying good-by.* Scandalous
affair, {snt'it? But, my boy, you'l re-
member that 1 always seid [ didn't
ilke those people. There's something
mysterlous about them, 1 feel certain.
That telegram gave them warning of
the visit of the man Chater, depend
upon it, and for some reason they're
afraid of him. It would be interesting

He, |

ment to make.”

“Can't you compel him to say some-

thing?"” I asked.
“No, T can't.
dlfficulty of it.

strange affalr up io the wood.”

And nlthough I was silent, I shared

the Scotch detective’s bellef.

The afternoon was chill and wet as

1 climbed the hill to Greenlaw.

The sudden disappearance’ of the
tenants of Rannoch was, I fourd, on
everyone's tongue In Dumfries. In the
smoke room of the raflway hotel threo
many
and the{ quite plainly.
talkative young women behind the bar
asked me my opinion of the strangewho was murdered” explalned the
ided | servant, who still stcod in the’door
that, the man who had smoked and)way.
b me so affably on that hot,

men were discussing it with
grimaces and sinister hints,

goings-on up at the castle. I dec!

chatted witl
e

“Morely. that hej bas’ no wish to
prosecute, and thet he has mo state-

That's the {nfernal
It he don’t choose to
speck, then we must still remain. in
ignorance, although I feel confident
that he kmows something of -the

Tor-End"siivertopped “bottles; amd—on-!

gazing out saw, to my surprise, it wes-

the only window which gave a view of . ;

that corner of. Raunorh wood where S“mmel' L\mcheons'

the double tragedy had taken piace. B 1 I .

Indeed, any person standing alb the ,. m .'Jlffy A -l.'

spot would have a clear view of that . I“; E‘"”;ﬂ”ﬁ ‘hd"sf‘“‘f

one distant window while out of sight , 04 bot-w mh;?d!wh (s

Of o1l the rest, A lght might be placed | < P 9 IV,

there at night as a slgoal, for instance; Sliced

or by day o towel might be hung from |~ 4 )

the window as though to dry and yet Dried Beef

could be plalnly seen at that distance ” sad the other good summet
Another object in the room slxo at- . mm—indudin;u Libby's

tracted my attention—a pair of long Vieana %-mec“:yw ] fiod theat

el glasses. Had she used these to . gy fresh ands 3

keep watch upon that spot? oet Libby, MSN el &

, MC

1 took them up and focused them
upon the boundary of the wood, find-

Libby, Chicago
ing that T could distingulsh everything 4 K

“That's where they found the man e
S

“] xnow,” I replied. I was just try-

to know what ti d between the
two men In the ifbrary. And theseare
people who've been taken up by every-
body—mare ndventurers, 1 should calt
them!" And old Sir George sniffed
agaln ot thought of such scandsl hap-
penlng {n the nelghborhood. It Gllrae
must let Rannoch, then why in the
name of Fortune doesn't he let it to
reapectable folk and not to the first
fellow who answera hia advertlsement
In the Fleld? It's simply disgraceful!”

«“Certainly it Is & most extraoraluary
story,” 1 declared. “Leithcourt evl
dently wished to eseape from bis vis-
itor, and that's why he drugged him."
“\Why he poisoned him, you mean.
Cowan says the fellow is poisoned, but
that he'll probably recover. He is al-
ready congclous, I hear.”

1 resolved to call on the doctor, Who
happened to be well known to me, and
obtaln further particulars. Therefore
at eleven o'clock 1 drove Inte Dum-
fries and entered his consulting room.

He was 8 spare, short, fair man, &
trifle bald, and whes I was shawn o
he welcomed me warmly, speaking
with his pronounced Galloway accent.

“Well, it i3 a very mystetious case,
Alr. Gregg." he sald, after I had told
him tho object of my visit. “The gentle-
man is atill at the hospital, and 1 have
to keep him very quiet. He was pol-
soned without a doubt and has had 3
very marrow escape of bis Hfe. The
police got wind of the-affalr and Mac-
kenzle called to question him. But he
refused to make any statement what-
ever, apparently trenting the affalr
yery lightly. The police, however, are
mystifled as to the reason of Mr. Leith-
court’s sudden fllght, and are very anx-
fous to get at the bottom of tho cprious
aftalr)

“Naturally. And more especially

after the trageds up in Raunock wood
a short tim? ago,” 1 sald.
“That's just it,” sald the doctor, re-
moving his piacenez and rubblog
them. “Mackenzle seems to suspect
some connection between Leithcourt's
sudden disappearance and that mys-
terious aftalr. It seems very evident
that the telegram was & warning to
Leitheourt of the man Chater's inten-
tion of calling, and that the last-named
was shown {n just at the momeut
when the fugitive was on the pofnt of
leaving

Koowing all that I did, I was not sur-
prised.  Lelthcourt had undoubtedly
taken him unawares, but knights of in-
dustrs never betray each other.

My next vislt was to Mackenzie, for
whom [ had to walt nearly an hour,
as be was absent in another quartel of
the town.

“Ab, Mr. Gregg!” he crled gladly, as
1o came in to find me seated in a chalr
patiently reading the newspaper. “You
are the very person I wish to see. Have
you heard of this strange affalr at
Rannoch?”

[ have.” was my answer. "Has the
man in the hospital made any state
ment yet?"

“None. He refuses point blank” an-
swered the detective. “But my own
{dea {8 that the affalr has a very close

with the two of
the wood.”

**The first mystery—that of the man
—proves to be & double mysters,” 1
sald.

“How? Explaln t.”

“Well, the waiter Olinto Santini 15
alive and well {n London.”

“What!" he gasped, starting up.
“Then he 18 not the person you jdentl
fied bim to be?”

“No. But he was masquerading 08
Santinj—made up to resemble him, I
mean, even to the mole upon his tace.”

“But you tdentified hlm positively?”

“When a person Is dead it I8 very
easy to mistake countenances. Death
alters the countenance so very mueh.”

“That's true” he sald reflectively.
“But it the man we've buried la not
the Itallan, then the mystery is con-
siderably Increased.. Why was the
real man's wife here!”

*And where has her body been con-
cealed? That's the question.”

“Again o mysters. We have made 2
thorough search for four days, without
dlscovering any trace of it. Quite con-
fidentlally, I'm wondering it this man
Chater knows anything. It is curious,
to say the least, that the Leithcourts
should have fled so hurriedty on thils
man's appearance. Dut have you ac-
tual]y seen Olinto Santipi?”

*Yes, and have spoken with him.”

“I gent up to London asking that in-
quirles should be made at the res-
taurant in Bayswater, but up to the
present 1 have received no report.”

“] have chatted with Ollmto. His
wite has mysteriously disappeared,
but be 18 in ignorance that ehe is
dead.” :

night in the M

ing the glasses.” Then 1 put them

must Temate in ignorance of 1§
ence, or of my knowledge. T

be uraware of my presence.

The inquiry into the death of the
untdentified man Jn Rannoch wobd hait
been resumed and a verdict returned
of willlul murder sgainst some person
unknown, while of the second crime
the public had no knowledge, for the
as
soon as ha recovered, left the hospital
and went south—to London, 1 ascer-

body was not discovered. Chater,

talned—leaving the police utterly
the dark and filled with susplclon
the fugitives from Rannoch.

One day I called at the castie, the
front entrance of which I found closed.
Gilrae, the owner, bad come up from

y pres
eretore | mantel shelf a small, bright red can-
1 stayed for a week at Greenlaw with
eyes and ears open, yet exercising care
that the patient {n the hospital should

own, and on turning saw upon the

dle shade, which I took in my hand.
1t was made, I found, to fit upon the
electric table lamp.

“figs Murlel was very fond of a red
light,” explained the young Wwoman;
and os I beld it I wondered if that
light had ever been placed upon the
toilet tablo and the biind drawn up—
whether it bad ever been uded as a
warning of danger?

As I expressed o deslre to see the
young lady’s boudolr, the maid Cam-
eron took me down to the luxurious
little room where, the first moment 1
entered, one fact struck me as pecu-
Mar. The plcture of Elma Heath was
10 longer there. The photograph had
been taken from its frame and In its
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“Has the gevtleman who called on
the evening of Mr. Leithcourt's disap-
pearance been back here again since
e left the hospital?” 1 inquired as &
sudden jdea occurred to me.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

HID WEALTH UNDER CARPET

Lodger in New York Rooming House
Had Considerable Sum Put Apart
From Prying Eyes.

Cold Feet.
“Are you cool in time of danger]”
“Perfectly, but at the wrong end.”
—Houston Post.

—

Beautiful, clear white clothes delighte
the laundress who uses Red Cross Bl
Blue. Al grocers. Adv.

-
The Sphinx on Natatlon.
The Sphinx propounded a riddle:
“How many girls would swim out
beyond the danger lue 1t the life

Three lank books, showing a bal guard was a woman?” she asked.

ance of $5,000, Including accrued inter-
est, were found and turned over to the
public administrator of New York city
by Mrs, Juliet O'Keefe of 679 East
One. Hundred and Sevents-nihth
street, The Bronx.

The books were found underneath &
carpet in Mrs. O'Keefe’s home, and at
the suggestion of her brother, who is
a lawyer, Edward J. Kiely of 357 Ful-

Deserves It

~Heavens! The mob will tear that
man to pleces! Can't something be
done to stop them?"

“let 'em alone. The man they're
trying to Iynch Is the chap who in-
vented the Installment plan of selling
books.”

[ ——
ton street, Jamaica, 3Irs. O'Kéefo Twenty Cents Out.
t d them to the a “I made an awful break yesterday,”

The name In the books show that
they belonged to Thomas Griffin, one
of Mrs. O'Keefe's boarders when she
{ran a large boarding house twelve
years ago, ot 129 East One Hundred
and Fiftieth street. Grifin was a
street car conductor and had come

said the fellow who js known &s o
tightwad.

“That ia unusual for you. How did
it happen?” asked the man in whom
he was about to confide.

I met Lula In front of an fce eream
parlor, and I told her that her lips

Leithcourt Closed the Door, and Faced
Him,

¢rom Salem. On May 25, 1903, he was
taken to Fordham hospital, seriously
1ll, and he died thero after an opera-
tion. He did not reveal the presence

were like strawberries. She sald the
only way to prove It was by making
the comparison, so I had to blow ker

London and discharged all the late
tenant's.servants, keeping on only bis
own. Ann Cameron, a housemald, was
one of these, and {t was she whom I
met when entering by the servants’
hall. . o

On quest’oning her, I found her most
willing o describe how she was 1n

of the bank books.

ers regarding bimsel! and his
tives.

Mrs, O'Keefe says he was always
reticent with her and his fellow board-

“The day before he died I called at
the hospital and asked him it he

to s strawberry sundae.” ;
—_— {
Health and Excitement.

The sick rate in Russla has de-
creased since the war began. Part of
the improvement—doubtless the great-
er part—is due to the passing of
vodka, but something must be sald for

rela-

the .corridor outside the young mls- wished me to communicate with any | the curlous way in which the buman
tres¥® room when Mr. Lelthcourt relatives or frlecds, sald Mrs. | frame reacts to excitement and de-
gashed along in breathless haste with | O'Keefe. “He replied he had moe, | velops resistance to disease under tho,

the telegram lo his hand. She heard
him ery. “Look at this! Read it, Muriél.
We must go. Put on your things Bt
onee, my dear. Never mind about lug-
gage. Every minute lost is of conge
quence. What!” he cried 8 moment
later. *“You won't go? Youll stay
bere—stay here and face them?. Good
Dbeavens! "girl, are you mad? Doa't
you know what this means? It means
that the secret i out—the secrot .18
out, you hear! We must fiy!”

The woman told me that she dis-
tnctly heard Miss Muriel sobblog.
while her father walked up and down
the room speaking raptdiy In a low
tone. Then be came out agaln and
returned to his dressing room, while
Misg Murlel presumably changed from
her evening gown into a dark travel

bank books.”

found.

Mukden Water Project.

the goveroor general at Mukden

Mukden. The proposed capltal ls
000,000 smail coin,
United States currency,

be pald: up when required:

scheme’ s doubtless workable

“Only that they were called away
suddenly, sir. But,” the domestic add-

and gave me no hint of the hidden

Thae bank books will be held for rel-
atives of the dead man, it apy may be

A Chinese company under the name
of Tien Po Kung Ssu has petitioned

permisslon to fostall waterworks in

2baut  $400,000
in 100,000
shares of $10 each. The amount to
be paid up before starting work is
$600,000 sma)l coln, the remainder to
Such a

wonld be profitable it properly mane

{ng dress. aged, for Muokden has a population of
“Did she say anything to you!’ J 175,000.
inquired. The -scheme does not Include piping

for houses, but the water {s to be
conveyed to street hydrants from

stimulus of strong Interests or emo-
tlons. N

The refugees from San Franclsco,
for example, had not been devotees of
vodka, but they showed & wonderfut
health record during thelr perlod of
enforced open-alr life and short com-
mons.

BUILT A MONUMENT
The Best Sort in the World.

for

8141 .p monument bullt by and from
Postum,” s the way an Illinols man
describes himself. He says:

“For years 1 was & coffee drinker
until at iast I became @ terrible suf-
ferer from dyepepsia, coostipation,
neadaches and fndigestion.

“The different kinds of medicine I
tried did not cure me, and finally some
one told me to lesve off coftee and
take up Postum. 1 was fortunate in
having the Postum made strictly ac
cording to directions on the pks., €0
that from the start I liked it

and

ed, “the young lady was very pale and which every householder will ba al

thing terrible bad happened.

agitated, and we all knew that some-
Mrs.

lowed to draw his own supply. Thoss
who wish to bave water (o thelr

“Gradually my condition changed.
The old troubles’ disappesred and I

Lelthcourt gave orders that mothing
was to be told to the guests, who dined
alons, belleving that their host -and
hostess had gone down to the village
to see an’ old man who was dying.
That was the story -we -told them.
sir.”
“And In the the Lelth
courts were in the express golog to
Carlisle?” L

“Yes, ‘sir, . They. say In Dumfries
that the police telegfaphed-atter them.
but they bad reached Carllsle and evi-
dently changed there, and so eot
away.” o

By the adialnistration of a-judicious
tip. I was.allowed to go up to Miss
Murdel's room, an elegantly
little chamber in the tront of the fine
old plage, with a deep ol

paying the cost of laying pipes
making  necessary
Cleveland Plaln Dealer. '

? Talcel.

Teluol fs a hydrocarbon’ ased in

duction of high explosives.
alao & bydrocarbon, the chief raw

thtute for gasoline.

used for motors In 1312, atd &t p

gasoline for
try.

Different Doings.

“There 15 d

here, depend upon ft, Mr. Gregg. It
will be an Interesting case when we
get to the bottom of it uh. 1only wish
this fellow Chater would tell us the

window. a1

vlew- across; the broad Nithsdale. °
The room had been tidled by the
malds, but allowed to fertaln just as
she had left it. 1 advanced 10 the

“How 18 your brother, the fash!
able expensive surgeon, doing?”
¥ “Ha i cutting up high”

reason he called.upon Leithcourt.”

~What does ha ay?”

tist, getting 002" .

window, in which waa set the larze
) . “Nk he's sluzging xway ”

Arazaing table with its bix swlaz mir

houses will be able to do 8o later by

connections. —

of dyes and also fn pro-
Benzol 13

terial of the artificial dyestuffs {ndus-
try and a fuel that can be used in In.
tornal-combustion engines as a sub-
Halt of the, ben-
20] output of German coke oveng was

ent it has almost completely replaced
In that coun. | 88

“Ama how is your brother, the den

began to feel well again. My appetite
became good and I could digest food.
Now I’am restored to strength and
+ | bealth, can sleep sound all night and
awake with & fresh and rested bods.
I am really a monument built by
Postum, for I was o physical wreck,
distressed in body and mind, and am
now & strong, healthy man. I know
exactly what made the change; it was
Jeaving off coftee and using Postum.”
Name given by Postum Co, Battle
Creek, Mich. Read “The Road to WeR-
ville,” {n pkgs,

Postam comes in two forms:
Pdstum Cereal—the original form—
must be well bofled. 15¢ and 25¢ pack-

acd

the

ma-

res-

es.

fnstint Postum—a soluble powder—
dissolves quickly in a cup of hot wa-
ter, and with cream and sugar, ‘makes
& deliclous baverage Instantly. 30c and |
50¢ tins.

Both kinds are equally delicious and
cost about the same per cup.

wThere’s & Reason” for Postum. -
-—~s0ld by Groters.

lon




